‘What do you see?’
© Watton Pentecostal Church

WHAT DO YOU SEE?
Eight times in scripture the question is
asked, “What do you see?”
As Christians we often have to ask the
question “what do I see?” in relation to
the church of Jesus Christ, the opportunities for the church and the threats to
the church of today.
We do this in the practical sense by the gathering of information
together with its application and in a spiritual sense through
prophetic understanding.

WEEK ONE
“The almond tree” - Jeremiah
Jeremiah 1:10-12
See, today I appoint you over nations
and kingdoms to uproot and tear down,
to destroy and overthrow, to build and to
plant." The word of the LORD came to
me: "What do you see, Jeremiah?" "I
see the branch of an almond tree," I replied. The LORD said to me, "You have
seen correctly, for I am watching to see
that my word is fulfilled."
Jeremiah
Unlike many of the prophets, Jeremiah has much to say concerning himself. He was a priest by birth, called to the prophetic ministry at an early age. Pleading his youth (only twenty-one),
inexperience, and deficiency of speech, as reasons for not responding to the call, he was assured that Jehovah ordained him to
this work before his birth; he then received the divine enduement
and commission (1: 1-10). He was commanded not to marry (c.16).
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The message he had to bear was
stern and solemn, and cost this tenderhearted and truly patriotic man of God
much sorrow. His ministry was not acceptable: his own family (12: 6) and his
own townsmen (11: 18-23) conspired
against him. The people of Jerusalem
also conspired against him (18: 18),
and eventually beat him and put him in
the stocks (20: 1-3). Released, he was
assaulted and nearly lost his life (c.
26). He suffered imprisonment several
times (37: 11-15; c. 38).
On the fall of Jerusalem he was released by Nebuchadnezzar
and assisted the new governor, but on the assassination of the
latter by Gedaliah, Jeremiah was compelled against his will to
accompany the refugees to Egypt. Here he met his death by
stoning, after a ministry of forty years.
There is a play on words used here that is
lost in English but is vital to the force of the
vision. The “almond tree” is [saqed] which
literally means awakening and God is
“watching” [soqed] over his word to fulfil it.

The almond tree
was welcomed in
Palestine as the
harbinger of spring.
The beautiful pink
and white blossoms
that cover it were
the promise of new
life and a symbol of
hope.
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The vision is to authenticate the call of
Jeremiah; it speaks of a new ministry
and new time and a new direction in his
life. We see the almond tree mentioned
in Exodus 25:31-38 where the flowers
were part of the decoration of the seven
branched lamp stand, which stood in
the Holy place in the tabernacle.
The light given represents the revelation that is given by the Holy
Spirit and reminds us of
Isaiah 42:9 “See, the former things have taken place, and
new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you."
The almond tree is
also mentioned in
Numbers 17:8 where
the rod of Aaron budded and bore fruit as
a sign that he was
chosen for the ministry for which he had
been called.
The vision of Jeremiah reveals
God saying that he is watching
over his word to see that it is
fulfilled. God is not neutral
about things in the church,
your calling and the direction
for your life. He watches over
us to ensure that his will is accomplished in our lives.
Questions:
1. What new thing is God showing you for your life?
2. What is your role in the fulfilment of his direction for you?
3. How can I know what God is revealing to me?
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WEEK TWO
“The Plumb Line” - Amos
Amos 7:7-8 This is what he showed
me: The Lord was standing by a wall
that had been built true to plumb, with
a plumb line in his hand. And the
LORD asked me, "What do you see,
Amos?" "A plumb line," I replied.
Then the Lord said, "Look, I am setting a plumb line among my people
Israel; I will spare them no longer.
Amos
He was a native of Tekoa, a place 12 miles
from Jerusalem and 6 miles from Bethlehem.
He therefore belonged to Judah. He was not
a courtier like Isaiah or a priest like Jeremiah,
but an ordinary working man. Amos was a
dresser of sycamore trees. Dresser means
‘nipper’ or ‘pincher’; the fruit of the sycamore,
the wild fig was eaten only by the poorest folk
and can only be ripened by puncturing it. He
was a contemporary with Hosea and Jonah,
though native to Judah he prophesied in and
against Israel.
The plumb line is
the standard by
which a wall’s vertical
trueness is tested
and God is saying he
will test the uprightness of Israel against
his standard.

5

We live under a different covenant from those of Old Testament times, but God still tests
us. He tests us though situations and circumstances, he
tests our obedience, our integrity and compassion and passion. God never tempts us but
he does test us.

I think that the greatest test is our love and our willingness to
repent for our failings. Jesus taught:
"The most important
one” answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O
Israel, the Lord our
God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your
God with all your
heart and with all
your soul and with all
your mind and with
all your strength.
The second is this:
'Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment
greater than these." (Mark 12:29-31)) and,
“This is my command: Love each other.” (John 15:17)
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If we look at the diagram we can think about living above the line.
What would you write above the line as the standard that we
should aspire to?

Questions:
1. What ways does God choose to test you?
2. What standard does God use when he tests us?
3. How can we live above the line?
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Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
Pop in for
a chat
and a
cuppa!

Table top sale
Friday 20th July

MIDWEEK GROUPS
July’s study:
‘What do you see?’

Meeting at various
times & locations
Helping men and women
reach their full potential.

PULSE POWERPOINT
PRESENTATION
COFFEE, CAKE &
CONVERSATION
SUNDAY 15th JULY 6.30PM

JPEG’S PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB

Wednesday 25th July
At 8.00pm
Talks - Outings - Ideas

Why not join us?
..........COFFEE CAKE & CONVERSATION ... JULY 29th 6.30pm........
Ken & Pat will share testimony

Monday morning
July 9th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group

BARBECUE
HIGH LODGE ~ THETFORD
Sunday 22nd July
Following the Morning Service
Come & bring your friends!
The members of
Watton Pentecostal Church
Invite you to join them at a

BARBECUE

& short Members Meeting Presentation
Saturday 4th August - 4.00pm
Bring the whole family!

WEEK THREE
“Men walking like trees” – Mark
“They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind
man and begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man
by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had
spit on the man's eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus
asked, "Do you see anything?"

He looked up and said, "I see people; they look like trees
walking around."
Once more Jesus put his hands on the man's eyes. Then his
eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. (Mark 8:22-25)
There are a number of things about this event that are worth our
consideration and even make this miracle unique.
The people brought the blind man to Jesus
The question we must ask ourselves here is why? Perhaps they
had heard that Jesus had done other miracles or perhaps they
had heard his teaching and trusted him.
The consideration of Jesus as he leads the man outside of
the village
Jesus took the man to a quiet place rather than expose him to the
bewilderment of the crowd. He was concerned for the person not
his own credibility or promoting his own image.
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Jesus used methods that the man could understand
The ancient world believed in the
healing powers of spittle. This belief
is not strange to us, because if we
cut a finger the first thing we do is to
put it into our mouth to ease the pain.
The miracle is unique
The miracle is unique because it is the only miracle that is said to
have happened gradually. Often the gospel is preached in ways
that denies that we are all a work in progress and that when we
become a Christian we have arrived and are fully mature in the
faith. We all still have much to learn for we are always in this life
time his disciples.
What do we learn from the story that will help us to see
prophetically?
1. We must go to Jesus if we want to see
2. It is not about us
3. Jesus speaks to us in ways that we
understand
4. We should remain humble for we may
not see clearly what is revealed.
Questions:
1. Who have you taken to
Jesus recently and what
was the outcome?
2. How does Jesus speak
to you?
3. Think of a time when
you have not seen the
full picture or things
clearly but someone
else has helped get
things into focus?
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WEEK FOUR
“The lamp stands” – the Revelation of John
“I turned around to see the
voice that was speaking to
me. And when I turned I saw
seven golden lamp stands,
and among the lamp stands
was someone "like a son of
man," dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet
and with a golden sash
around his chest. His head
and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his
eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing
in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his
mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like
the sun shining in all its brilliance.
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he
placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am
the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and
behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of
death and Hades.” (Revelation 1:12-18)
Here we see the picture of the risen glorified Jesus Christ walking amongst the
lamp stands. The lamp stand is mentioned in Exodus 25:31-37 as giving
light in the Holy Place and again in 1
Kings 7:49 and Zechariah 4:2. John vision harks back to the Old Testament.
Perhaps a clue as to the best way to
prepare ourselves for a new revelation
of the truth is to study past revelations.
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John says that the person was one like a Son of Man, which
relates to Daniel 7:13-14,
"In my vision at night I looked,
and there before me was one like
a son of man, coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached
the Ancient of Days and was led
into his presence. He was given
authority, glory and sovereign
power; all peoples, nations and
men of every language worshiped
him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not
pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
Which is a picture of the pre-existent Christ with the promise of a
kingdom that will never pass away. The Son of Man is nothing
less than the title of the Messiah.
The one “like a Son of Man” in
Revelation was “dressed in a robe
reaching down to his feet and with
a golden sash around his chest.”
The Greek for a robe that reaches
down to the feet is “ponderes”, and
here we have three pictures:
1. The word is used for the robe of the high priest in Exodus
28:4; 29:5 and Leviticus 16:4.
2. The word is used of the robe of King Saul (1 Samuel 24:
5 , 11) and of Jonathan’s robe (1 Samuel 18:4) and of the
princes of the coast (Ezekiel 26:16).
3. The word also describes the clothing worn by the messenger to Daniel.
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The three pictures give the the idea that Jesus is:
The Supreme Prophet – the
supreme messenger and the
supreme message
The Great High Priest –
carrying on his priestly works
in the presence of God
The King of Kings – no
longer the criminal of the
cross but accepted as King of
all creation
When we trace back the origins of the thought of John, we see
that by the very dress of the risen Lord he is showing to us his
eternal threefold office, Prophet, Priest and King. He is the one
who brings us the truth of God, the one who enables others to
enter into the presence of God and the one to whom God has
given the power and dominion over all things for ever and ever.
Questions
1. In very practical
ways in everyday
life how do we honour Jesus as the
Supreme Prophet?
2. In very practical
ways in everyday
life how do we honour Jesus as the
Great High Priest?
3. In very practical ways in everyday life how do we honour
Jesus as the King of Kings?
4. How do you see Jesus?
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1st July
8th July
15th July
22nd July

‘ The Almond Tree - Jeremiah’
‘ The Plumb Line - Amos’
‘ Men Like Trees Walking’
Short Service followed by barbecue in forest

29th July

‘ The Lamp Stands - Revelation’

Meetings during the Service for children & youth
Crèche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Pulse: - 11+
See Tina, Martina or Tasha for details.

1st July
8th July
15th July
22nd July
29th July

Prayer Service
Praise & Testimony - Pete McAllen Band
(
)
Coffee Cake & Conversation
NO SERVICE
Coffee Cake & Conversation

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

