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LESSONS FROM EVERYDAY LIFE
Lessons can be learned from everyday life, from experiences and
from the events that happen in our lives. We will be looking at
different events a person may experience in their life.
Many thanks to Keith Munday the author of meet the family which
can be found at www.watton.org/meetthefamily/ Weeks 1-4 are
taken from this book.

WEEK ONE - MARRIAGE
Christian Marriage is the union between a
biological male and a biological female.
Christian Marriage recognises and
celebrates God’s role in such a union and
asks his blessing on the happy couple.
Husband and wife
On the North American continent, the women tend to be given a
favoured status, which has made for a matriarchal society. In
eastern countries however, the women tend to be given a more
subservient role.
I think perhaps that in Western Europe we
have got it about right, holding a good
balance and regarding marriage as a
partnership where things are agreed
together with the husband endorsing final
decisions on major questions. Although
Ephesians 5 does call for the wife's
submission to the husband, it is quickly
followed by a delightful corrective when it
bids the husband to love his wife. Those two
attitudes are complementary and make for a
truly successful Christian marriage.
Husbands and wives should give each other
space to develop their own particular talents,
ideas, opinions, personalities and ministries.
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Marriage Flashpoints
There are certain things that can come up in a marriage which
can pose threats to its happiness. Somewhere near the top
comes the matter of nagging: constant fault-finding, and when it
is over trivial things, it can be very frustrating from whichever
partner it comes.
You may have heard of the lady who bought
her husband two very nice neck-ties for
Christmas, one was
red and the other
was blue. He was
delighted and decided to wear the
red one at Christmas dinner to show
his appreciation.
When his wife saw
it, she said, "You
didn't like the blue one then?"
There are two words to studiously avoid in marriage. They are
'always' and 'never' when the conversation gets heated.
Singleness has its Difficulties too
The unmarried encounter various problems - as do the married,
but in a different way. I am not so much thinking about moral
temptation, though that is only too obvious, but there can be, for
instance, loneliness. Many single people live alone, and although
many of them may enjoy it, there are many who do not. They can
easily miss that vital spark of life that is derived from the
interaction of the thoughts and ideas of others.
Such experiences can not only enrich, but can keep one
balanced in outlook. Too much loneliness can cause us to go off
at a tangent by unmonitored thinking. “Iron sharpeneth iron, so
a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend".
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Questions:
1. What are the advantages of marriage over a couple just
living together?
2. Conflict resolution is an important life lesson in marriage.
What tips would you give?
3. What can singles do to overcome the difficulties of
singleness and how can the church help?

WEEK TWO - BABIES COME ALONG
A time of great blessing that is accompanied by new
responsibilities and often by sleepless nights. Children are a gift of
God and we should recognise the joy that children can bring and
thank God for them.
Dedication – Just saying thank you?
Because of the preciousness of a young life, most Churches
arrange a special service for infants. Some regard it as a form of
dedication of the child to the Lord. It is a perfectly Biblical act to
bring a child for God's blessing, and the relevant chapters are all
found in the synoptic Gospels, Matthew 19, Mark 10 and Luke 18.
When they are all summarised they read like this.
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"They brought little children,
young children, infants, to Jesus
that He might put His hands
upon them, touch them and pray.
Then Jesus said, 'Suffer the
children to come to Me, for of
such is the Kingdom of heaven'.
And He took them into His arms,
laid hands on them and blessed
them."
It has been asked whether it is right for non-Christian parents to
bring their children for such a ceremony. I think it would be
necessary in the first place for the Minister to visit them and
ascertain where the parents stood in relation to spiritual things.
That in itself could prove helpful, and although they have not
made a commitment themselves, I do not think it should preclude
asking God to bless the child. Usually they will have had
connections with the Church at some previous time and may be
related to a member.
The service can be followed up by
the giving of a dedication certificate
which can be given prominence in
the child's bedroom. A periodic visit
can be made from the Church and a
card sent on the child’s birthday.
The parents can be reminded that
they are expected to send the child
to the Sunday school at the
appropriate age. By adopting such
methods the whole matter can be
used as an evangelistic project.
If we perused the above-mentioned Bible verses carefully, we
would find no mention of the child being dedicated to the Lord or
His service, nor were any promises exacted from the parents.
The simple motivation seemed to have come from a genuine
desire for Jesus to bless the child.
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Teen Years are Years of Preparation
In the early years of childhood, the personality
pattern slowly emerges, and by the teen ages
individuality blossoms. They are very formative
years and the adult is very much in the
making.
Catch phrases such as "Youth takes the lead"
or "Youth at the helm" are not only unnatural,
they are quite unfair to teenagers. The Head
teachers of our schools are not teenagers,
neither is the Prime Minster upon whom
so much responsibility rests. I doubt too if
it was a teenage surgeon who performed
your operation! No.
Responsibility and leadership belong to maturity, and many of us
know only too well the terrible mistakes that have been made
both inside and outside the Church by giving responsibility to
those who were not ready for it. It is wrong to put old heads on
young shoulders. How can Youth know all the answers when
they have not heard all the questions?
Youth should have, and they deserve, a
legitimate freedom of which too-early
responsibility will rob them. They need
space and time to develop, and those
years can be years of adventure, and
hopefully, of deep thought. Paterson
Smyth wrote, "The thoughts of youth
are long, long thoughts". They should
cultivate the habit of thinking (a most important 'Do-ityourself’ activity) and if
they are open to the Scriptures and the Spirit of God, and are observant of nature and human nature, they will be well fitted for
tomorrow.
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Questions:
1. How can we thank God for our children?
2. Should the church dedicate the infants of non-believers?
3. Young people often get a bad press, is that because too
much responsibility is placed upon them?
4. How can the church help young people get a good start in
life?

WEEK THREE - GROWING OLD
"Grey hair is the crown of glory if it be found in the way of
righteousness." Proverbs 16.31
"Grow old along with me, the best is yet to be.” Robert Browning
(Rabbi Ben Ezra)
There's a lot of them about, and the
number of those over sixty five years of
age is increasing in proportion to the rest
of the population. The care of the elderly
is becoming quite an industry.
The Jews divided old age into three
groups. From sixty to seventy was
regarded as the beginning of old age.
From seventy to eighty was the 'time of
the grey head' and eighty plus were the
advanced years.
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Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
Pop in for
a chat
and a
cuppa!

Table top sale
Friday 21st Sept.

At Strikes, Dereham
MONDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER
Cost £2
Contact Richard or Tasha

NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Restarts on Thursday
6th September, 9.30 - 11.30am
Theme for the Autumn Term:
‘All about me’
JPEG’S PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
Wednesday 26th September at 8.00 pm
Competition: Flower or plant photo

Monday morning
September 10th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

SUPPORT FOR
EMMANUEL CHURCH
GT. YARMOUTH
One Sunday each month
we send two people from
Watton Pentecostal Church
to support the
work in this Norfolk town
Please pray for the people
at Gt. Yarmouth

Also pray for the Pastor
and his wife
Peter and Eileen Cain

24 HOURS
OF PRAYER
12 noon
Friday 7th September
to
12 noon
Saturday 8th September
Come any time to
pray for the
Church and the
Ministries of the Church,
Watton etc. etc.
Why not join us for
the whole night?
PRAYER MOVES
MOUNTAINS!

The psalmist said that we
should number our days
and apply our hearts to
wisdom. As we cannot
number those still to come,
I presume he was referring
to those behind us. The
candles on the cake!

By the time we reach our sixties, we will have seen quite a slice
of fife. The beautiful and the ugly, the nice and the nasty, Youth,
having long since gone with all its dreams, fantasies and
mistakes makes life look like a room when the Christmas
decorations have been taken down. One faces reality. The rose
coloured spectacles have been discarded, possibly replaced with
bi-focals.
Personal
Retirement from work does not mean retirement from life. It is
good to keep active and in circulation with friends and company.
Withdrawal from what is going on will speed atrophy in body and
mind.
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Think deeply, read widely and people will want to talk to you.
Undue stresses and strains should be avoided, and a simple
time-table for each day will enable you to get the best out of it.
Hobbies once toyed with can
be seriously developed.
Regular exercise is a must,
paced according to age and
state of health. A brisk walk
each morning and a weekly
swim will tone up the muscles
and stimulate blood
circulation.
Evening classes and correspondence courses can open the door
to new subjects and skills. Some have taken Open University
courses and of course the Voluntary agencies and churches are
always looking for help.

Questions:
1. What is the role of older people in a society that promotes
youth, celebrity and beauty over wisdom, experience and
generosity?
2. What have you had rose-coloured glasses about?
3. What regular exercise do you take?
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WEEK FOUR - DEALING WITH DEATH
Though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil,
for Thou art with me.
Psalm 23.4
"To every man upon this
earth, death cometh soon or
late " Baron Macauley
(Horatius)
Although this chapter on bereavement naturally follows the one
concerning the older folk, we know that any member of the family
can be taken, whether by old age, illness or accident, and when it
happens it becomes a traumatic family experience.
I was once invited to take part in a sixth-formers' Grammar
School Conference on the subject of Death. The title was
'DEATH - THE GREAT TABOO'. The taboo being a reference to
the fact that present-day society does not like to talk about it.
There were about 150 boys and girls
present, and they heard talks from a theologian who spoke about the nature of
the life to come; a doctor who analysed
attitudes to death by people of different
age-groups; a policeman whose duties
included the informing of relatives of
sudden deaths, and an undertaker who
regarded his work as a ministry to the
mourners.
Facing the Possibility of Bereavement
We can all take a first step in helping us come to terms with bereavement by realising that it can happen at any time.
I was talking to a lady on board ship in the Mediterranean who
had taken the cruise to get over the death of her husband, and
she confessed that neither she nor her husband had ever thought
or talked about death.
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She was quite at a loss as to how to cope with her sorrow. The
schoolchildren's conference at least gave them opportunity to
discuss the subject without it becoming an exercise in
melancholia.
After all, thousands do make preparations for death by taking out
insurances and writing wills.
Sources of Strength
In 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 it states that "The
God of all comfort, comforteth us in all
our tribulation", There is something
about waiting quietly upon God in times
of sorrow and disappointment which
conveys to the soul something that
nothing else can.
We appreciate the words and cards of
sympathy from our friends, but even sympathy can sometimes be expressed clumsily. It can even accentuate our grief
though certainly not intended; but in God's presence there is
strength and peace. There we will find the antidote to bitterness.
When my father died I re-discovered the meaning of certain
Scriptures. "Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord" was no
longer just a text that I used when taking other people's funerals;
it had become exceedingly meaningful.
I also have a treasured possession. It's only a card, but it was
given to my father when he was received into membership at his
local church in earlier days. What a comfort to know that he was
the Lord's! And what a joy to read that "those who sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him when He comes" (1 Thess. 4:14).
Questions
1. Do you talk about death, have you made a will?
2. Why are funerals important times, what is your personal
experience?
3. Why are people in the west afraid of death, why has it become a
taboo subject?
4. Think about the funeral service and discuss its benefits..
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WEEK FIVE - THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY
Families are the building blocks of
society. Their importance has been
under-estimated, even undermined
by successive governments. The
breakdown of family units is directly
related to the breakdown of society.
Family is not just a physical phenomenon; it is also a spiritual
reality. The church should be the extended family of the 21st
century, not that it replaces the natural family but it should
enhance and help to develop the natural family. The church
teaches relationship, love and forgiveness and this alone can be
of great benefit to any family.
Scripture shows the role of family as important naturally and
spiritually. What is meant by the following scriptures?
a) Matthew 6:9, "Our Father in heaven…"
b) Ephesians 3:14-15, "For this reason I kneel before the
Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth
derives its name."
c) Matthew 12:48-50, "He replied to him, who is my mother,
who are my brothers?” Pointing to the disciples, he said
“Here are my Mother and my brothers. For whoever does the
will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and
mother."
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Jesus did not neglect his physical family, providing for his
mother's security as he hung on the cross.
NO - Jesus was pointing out that spiritual relationships are as
binding as physical ones, and he was paving the way for a new
community of believers – the church – our spiritual family.
Family is the model that God ordained – it speaks of living
together in harmony, sharing, order and discipline, relationships,
security and value for the individual. It speaks of the privilege of
working for the family, for Father. It allows for love, compassion
and affection for family members. Family encourages, releases
and supports those the Father has called to a special task. There
are no court-martials or resigning of commissions in the family,
you are a part of the family because you are a part of the family –
it's by birth.

It’s by being born again. It is by commitment to a local church,
which is the local expression of the spiritual family.
Question:
1. How did you join the family of God?
2. What do you do to bless your spiritual family?
3. Do you need to forgive someone in your natural or spiritual
family?
4. How do you encourage your local spiritual family?
5. What do you do to serve the wider spiritual family?
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SEPTEMBER SERVICES

2nd September:
9th September:
16th September:
23rd September:
30th September:

“Marriage”
Guest Speaker - David Pavitt
“Growing Old”
“Dealing with Death”
“The Importance of Family”

Meetings during the Service for children & youth
Crèche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Pulse: - 11+
See Tina, Martina or Tasha for details.

2nd September:
9th September:
16th September:
23rd September:
30th September:

Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Prayer Concert
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Prayer Concert
Coffee, Cake & Conversation

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

