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A CHAPTER IN THE LIFE OF JESUS
JOHN CHAPTER 4
John 4:4 “Now he had to go through Samaria”
No matter what terrain or
landscape our journey
through life takes us, no
matter what road we
travel Worship,
Evangelism, Discipleship
and Ministry are to be at
the forefront of the
impact we have on the
country side as we make
our way through life.
There are some lessons for us to learn from chapter 4 that will
aid us in the four areas of our study. They are:
1. The willingness to make a personal investment (verses 5
&6)
2. The willingness to break a habit or a tradition when it no
longer serves the purpose (verse 7)
3. The willingness to see that which naturally is not yet visible
(verse 35)
4. The willingness to use spiritual gifts (verses 16-19, 42,
50-54)
Please read the whole chapter aloud.
Then break the chapter into eight
sections and give a title that reflects
the text content to each section and
explain the reason for the title.
It occurs to me that this study may be
taught but the truths of this chapter
may only be learned by doing.
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Week 1: Worship
(Please read verses 19-24, and discuss)
Willingness to make a personal
investment in worship
Worship, even corporate worship, is
personal. The Father is looking for
worshippers who will worship him in
Spirit and truth (or reality). Worship
demands of every individual an
investment (or sacrifice, or
commitment) of time, effort and
skill that is given willingly and cheerfully. We should all be willing to
invest or sacrifice our pride, our self image and our self absorption
to reach greater heights in worship.
Willingness to break habits in worship, in Psalms it says “Sing
to the Lord a new song” yet this is so much more than singing the
latest song. It seems ridiculous that the church of the 21st century
is still discussing whether or not it is right to sing hymns or songs
from the 1960’s or 1980’s. There is a need for the church to grow
up and break old habits and bury the old ways of contentiousness.
Each of us needs to break habits (traditions) that no longer serve
the purpose for which they came into being. It is not just about
being relevant to an unchurched generation, it is about singing a
new song, acting in a new way, coming with new attitudes that are
real and spiritual.
It is about entering
into the presence of
the Father who
seeks worshippers.
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Willingness to see that which is not yet visible in worship

Jesus saw the harvest that
was still four months in the
future, but was he really
speaking of the spiritual
harvest that was coming
out from the city? This
picture that he saw was
not some wild imagining,
or hallucination brought on
by hunger or tiredness.
This was Spirit and Truth.

Read Revelation 1:9-20
and picture the risen
Christ as described in
the text and allow that
picture to permeate your
mind as you sing a song
such as “I love you Lord,
and I lift my voice”, then
act as though he is
actually present as you
picture him from the
text. Try the same with
Psalm 23.
Willingness to use spiritual gifts in worship
The Holy Spirit always seeks to encourage us to praise God and
to use spiritual gifts in our praise. Read 1 Chronicles 25:3 and
discuss.
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Think of the different types of spiritual gifts that can be used in
worship and how you as an individual would use them. They are:
Gifts of Revelation
Word of Wisdom - a supernatural revelation of the Divine
Purpose.
Word of Knowledge - A supernatural revelation of the Divine
Mind.
Discerning of Spirits - A supernatural insight by revelation into the
realm of spirits.
Gifts of Demonstration
Faith - A supernatural trust
in God. Manifesting
Sovereignty.
Working of Miracles - A
supernatural manifestation
of Divine immanence and
omnipotence.
Gifts of Healing - A
supernatural power over
disease. A manifestation of
Divine Life.
Gifts of Inspiration
Prophecy - A supernatural utterance in a known language.
Other tongues - A supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue
(a language to the speaker).
Interpretation of utterance in tongues - A supernatural showing
forth of the meaning of the tongues.
Questions:
1. The Father is seeking worshippers
like you, will you be found?
2. Try a short time of worship in the
group using the method of picturing the
risen Christ.
3. Are you willing to try to introduce something
new in your worship this week?
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Week 2 - Evangelism
(Please read verses 6, 36-38, 42, 53-54, and discuss)
Willingness to make a personal investment in Evangelism
The well that Jesus sat down by was
Jacob’s Well. Jacob had purchased
the land (Genesis 33:19) hundreds
of years before Jesus but this
investment made it possible for a
whole city to be saved.
Evangelism in today’s Britain has to be relevant and reflect the
standards that the world expects. Yet it should also portray the
ethos and values of the church. This takes a great investment of
time, thought and effort in the way in which we present the gospel.
Evangelism also
requires an investment
of passion and
enthusiasm. This
passion and
enthusiasm is shown in
the way we portray the
church to those who do
not attend and how we
invite people along to
events within the
church.
Willingness to break habits in Evangelism
It is important for us to recognise that evangelism is not prescriptive and therefore what works for one person or church in one
place may not work for another. When people are different and
the place has a different history different methods of evangelism
may well be necessary. The same people in the same place will
be different after a year and therefore change in the way the
message is presented may need to be different. Habits (or traditions) are often formed from the failure to review and change.
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Willingness to see that which is not yet visible in Evangelism
Prayer is an essential
ingredient of evangelism.
It is important that when
we pray about the
salvation of a person we
employ faith,
remembering that faith
comes from hearing the
message and the
message is heard
through the word of
Christ. Faith enables us
to see the harvest that is
not yet visible
Willingness to use spiritual gifts in Evangelism
Think of the spiritual gifts listed in week one’s study and see how
they could be used in evangelism. Jesus said in John 4:48
"Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,"
Jesus told him, "you will never believe." Do you think that is
true today?
Questions:
1. When did you last invite someone to an event in the
church and who is the next person you intend to invite to a
church event?
2. What did you say to the last person you spoke to about the
church?
3. When was the last time you reviewed how you present the
church?
4. Explain when you have seen the harvest, before it was yet
visible.
5. What is the role of miraculous signs and wonders in
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Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.30am
No meeting 14th February
£1 per family
Toys - Refreshments
Activities - Stories

NOAH’S ARK 3’s-5’s
NEW GROUP!
Thursday afternoons
1.30 - 3.00pm
No meeting 14th February
£1 per family
Craft - Stories Singing - Games - Fun!

JPEG’S PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
Wednesday 27th February at 8.00 pm
Why not join us?

FRIENDSHIP CLUB

MIDWEEK GROUPS

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

February’s study:
John Chapter 4

Table top sale Fri 15th Feb

Meeting at various
times & locations
Ask for details

Monday morning
February 11th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club
Friday evenings - Worship Practice - see Rachael for dates

Sunday 16th March 11.00am ~
3-5th October ‘08 ~
St Gabriel's,
Ditchingham, Guest Speaker ~ Mary Walker
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Week 3 - Discipleship
(Please read verses 13-14, 19- 25, 32, 42-44, 53, and discuss)
Willingness to make a personal investment in Discipleship
There are two sides of discipleship; being a disciple and
discipling others. Each of us needs to recognise that every
disciple should be one who disciples others.
Each of us needs to be willing to make an investment in and
commitment to our own personal development. This requires us
to take the time and plan a programme for our own personal
development. The programme should reflect the fact that
discipleship means working with someone who has a greater gift,
skill or ability. What will you do in the next year?
Each of us should
also be willing to
invest in someone
else’s future, by
giving time to help
train others or
simply by serving so
that some one else
can take advantage
of an opportunity to
develop their gifting.
Willingness to break habits in Discipleship
The church has been accused of falling into the habit of being a
talking shop. There is also the danger of looking purely to
academic qualifications, instead of looking for the gift of God in the
person, remember discipleship involves copying the Master as an
apprentice learns from his master by doing the same as the
master.
We need to break the habit of pride that stops us asking for help in
our personal development.
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Willingness to see that which is not yet visible in Discipleship
If you look at a person’s behaviour it is sometimes possible to see
their potential even though it has not yet been realised. Each
person in the church has the potential to be the person God wants
them to be. We are helped to realise our potential when people
believe in us because they have seen the possibilities that are not
yet visible.
We should therefore be willing to see the potential and possibilities
that have not yet been realised or even become visible. 1 Corinthians 13:7 It (love) always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. We could say love always expects the best of
others because there is the potential for them to be their best.
Willingness to use spiritual gifts in Discipleship
For the pastoral ministry there is nothing more thrilling than seeing
a person move in their gifting and begin the journey of
achievement to a fulfilled potential.
Spiritual gifts when used in discipleship mean that the real and the
spiritual meet in the training of the disciple. When training or being
trained spiritual gifts enable breakthroughs for personal growth.
Questions:
Take your time in answering the questions.
1. Make a personal development plan so that each person in
the group can complete one.
2. Decide if you care enough about your future to follow your
own personal development plan.
3. How would you use spiritual gifts in your development?
4. In what area are you able to disciple someone else?
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Week 4 - Ministry
(Please read verses 6-8, 21-25, 28-29, 41, 44-45, 53, and discuss)
Willingness to make a personal investment in Ministry
Everyone has a dream and everyone wants a ministry but few
people are willing to work at enabling their dreams and few are
willing to make the investment (sacrifices) necessary to realise
their ministry.
Like Jacob you may make a
personal investment into a
ministry that is the seed of
something that will only be
realised in future generations.
Ministries that work with
children may help a child now
but may well be an
investment in a future ministry.
The well of Jacob was an
investment that served the
community and future
communities. It was here that
Joseph’s bones were buried.
It was here that a city was saved because Jesus was passing
through.
It is interesting that Jacob believed that God was with him and
was guiding him on his return to his brother Esau. In Genesis
33:20 we see Jacob built an altar to the faithfulness of God and
called it El Elohe Israel (El Elohim Israel) which means God the
God of Israel or Mighty is the God of Israel. Elohim represents
God in relation to the world at large, as creator, providential ruler
in the affairs of men, and controlling the operations of nature. It
reveals the attributes of a God who is essentially strong and
faithful to all he has created.

13

The lesson of the altar is that when we are obedient to the
direction of God, he is faithful and will use his amazing creative
and sustaining power in fulfilling his will.
Willingness to break habits in Ministry
We need to break the traditional thoughts that Christians have
about ministry. Ministry is not about being up front on the
platform or doing what you think that people want or need.
Ministry is not position and it has nothing to do with ego. Ministry
has nothing to do with personal ambition or desire but is about
obedience to the call of God.
Ministry is a about
being a servant and
serving others. We should
also break the habit of
using measurable success
to evaluate the value of
someone’s ministry. True
success is being
obedient to the master.
Jesus said “well done
good and faithful servant”.
Breaking habits that surround ministry is about the transformation
of the mind, a complete change in mindset. This transformation
only comes from a revelation that renews the mind.
Willingness to see that which is not yet visible in Ministry
Faith is an essential part of any ministry, the belief that God has
called you. It is only the clear call of God that keeps a person
persevering in the face of adversity.
We must be careful about the call of God on our lives and it is
important that your church leadership recognise and release the
ministry. It is therefore important for a church leadership to have
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the ability or willingness to see ministries that are not yet visible
and encourage the emergence of a person’s ministry.
It should be realised that any service may be a ministry, and
leaders should be willing to recognise and release any ministry
however humble or hidden it may be.
Willingness to use spiritual gifts in Ministry
Read through John chapter four and identify the spiritual gifts that
Jesus uses in this chapter.
Verse 42 says, “we no
longer believe just
because of what you
said”. It seems that
there was a time when
they just believed because of the testimony of
the woman. But what did
she say? Think about the
conversation especially
verses 19, 25-26, and
29.
What are the most used spiritual gifts in ministry, they are listed
in the study of week one?
Questions:
1. What sacrifices have you made for the sake of your
ministry?
2. What changes of mindset do you need to make?
3. Do you know the call of God in your life and is it clear?
4. How willing are you to recognise other people’s ministry?
5. In your small group write down what you consider to be
the ministry of everyone present including your own but be
honest enough to say I don’t know if you don’t.
6. What spiritual gifts have you used in your ministry?
15

‘A Chapter in the Life of Jesus, John 4’
3rd Feb
10th Feb
17th Feb
24th Feb

‘Worship
‘Evangelism’
‘Discipleship’
Morning Service with ‘TASTE’
(See advert on p10)

During the Sunday Service there is:
Crèche: 0 - walking
Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11
Sunday Pulse: - 12+

3rd Feb
10th Feb
17th Feb
24th Feb

Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Prayer Concert
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
NO SERVICE

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
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