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The Passion is a term used by Christians to refer to the last days
and death of Jesus.

Hebrews 8:3 states “Every high priest is appointed to offer
gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one
(Jesus) also to have something to offer.”
Read Hebrews 7:26 to 8:13 realising that Jesus is the high priest
for ever, in the order of Melchizedek.
Jesus forewarns about his death revealing that the Son of Man must be delivered into human hands, and they will kill
him. On several occasions, Jesus refers
to prophecies that foretold the death of
the coming agent of salvation; the scriptures must be fulfilled. However, the necessity of the cross cannot be explained
merely in terms of a formal necessity of
scripture validation.
The Gethsemane prayer
expresses most dramatically
how necessary it was for the
beloved Son to suffer the
most painful and shameful
form of death: “My Father,
if it be possible, let this
cup (destiny) pass from
me” (Mat 26.39); but it was
not possible.
How could the Father not grant the request, apart from the most
stringent necessity?
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The cross was necessary in what sense?

The question raised is only acceptable
on the presupposition that God freely
chose, in the overflowing generosity of
his love, to save sinners. To consider an
absolute necessity imposed upon God is
to humanise God. If we say because of
his nature, God being love therefore he
is constrained by love, we forget the
justice of God and lack a healthy fear of
him. The idea of the necessity of the
cross is not so simple after all!
It allows for different degrees of necessity but most theologians
hesitate to suggest that God had to use the cross. Rather they
follow the view that the cross best reflects the divine attributes and
in a biblical framework it is hard to imagine a different method.
Today’s society rejects the necessity of the cross in two ways:
a. They say that God could not do such a thing; he is too
gentle and kind. They try to mould God into a form that is
acceptable to them
b. They do not believe that they have done anything wrong;
they therefore believe that they do deserve punishment, nor
is the any requirement to pay for their transgressions.

We should
remember that
only scripture can
help us in having
a balanced view
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The cross was necessary for our salvation
The meaning of Christ’s
mission on earth culminates
in the Cross (Jn 12.27), to our
salvation from sin, is simply
seen in what the angel said to
Joseph, in fact, the whole
plan was revealed in the
name of Jesus (Mat 1.21).
We needed to be saved because we were lost. Christ came to
seek the lost in the twofold sense of the word:
a) Lost that is unable to find the way, hopelessly confused,
caught in the deception of our time, and
b) Lost that is headed for perdition, with the destination
hell.
We needed to be saved because we were unable to save ourselves. The bible clears the mist of deception and reveals the
presence of sin in our lives as bondage both a corruption of our
faculties, including the will, and as a debt of guilt we can never
repay. This is true of us individually and collectively yet many still
rely on self-help recipes for individual enlightenment or fulfilment
that entrap them to eternal loss.
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The cross was necessary to appease divine wrath
We must understand this statement in a biblical way. God’s wrath
has nothing to do with all too human fits of anger that do not fulfill
God’s righteousness, Jas 1.20. It is the expression of his burning
love, holy love, and is not wrongly interpreted as the passion for
righteousness or justice.
Any popular explanations of the effectiveness of the cross that
bypass the idea of receiving Jesus the Holy One are not
complete. We are made righteous by or through the
righteousness of Christ.
The bible focuses on the substitution of the righteous servant
who bears the punishment of the unjust, of the spotless Lamb on
whom the fire of punishment falls, instead of falling on the
unclean worshipper who, then, may draw near to the Father.

Questions:
1. Why do you think the cross is necessary?
2. What does the writer mean in Hebrews 8:13?
3. What does it mean to be a priest in the order of
Melchizedek?
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Read and discuss Matthew 21:1-11 in the light of Matthew
27:11-26
The problem of our technology based Palm-Pilot Society is not
the lack of information but a fickle lack of wisdom. In our reading
we see another Palm-Pilate Society (note: different spelling same problem).

On what came to be
known as Palm Sunday, the crowds
were waving palm
branches as Christ
entered Jerusalem
for the final time.
John 12:12-13
The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard
that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm
branches and went out to meet him, shouting,
"Hosanna!"
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"
"Blessed is the King of Israel!"
(NIV)
Many have called this the Triumphant Entry of Christ into
Jerusalem. Not so, because in the mind of Christ this was both
an entry of triumph and of sacrifice.
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He knew that many of those in the crowd who were shouting
"Hosanna!" would, a few days later be shouting a far different answer to Pilate's inquiries.
Luke 23:13-25
“Pilate called together the chief priests,
the rulers and the people, and said to
them, "You brought me this man as
one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your
presence and have found no basis for
your charges against him. Neither has
Herod, for he sent him back to us; as
you can see, he has done nothing to
deserve death. Therefore, I will punish
him and then release him." With one voice they cried out,
"Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!"
(Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in
the city, and for murder.)
Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But
they kept shouting,
"Crucify him! Crucify him!"
For the third time he spoke
to them: "Why? What crime
has this man committed? I
have found in him no
grounds for the death
penalty. Therefore I will
have him punished and
then release him." But with
loud shouts they insistently
demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed.
So Pilate decided to grant their demand. He released the
man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and
murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to
their will. “(NIV)
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Christ had given them all of the
information they needed to
make a wise decision. He had
walked their streets and byways, teaching and preaching,
performing miracles and loving
them with a compassionate
heart. All they needed to do was
to take him at his word.
What a short distance it was from the palms of Sunday to the
court Pilate for this Jewish society. How could these people move
so quickly from palms to Pilate? When they thought he was coming to rescue them from Roman domination they were ready to
make him the King of the Jews.
However, when they saw this was
not to be, they turned on him in their
fickleness and in doing so rejected
the only one that could truly set them
free. He was offering freedom from
their greatest enslavement, sin. They
were looking for an earthly answer;
Christ was offering a far better one.
It is the same for our Palm-Pilot society today, which is full of information
technology but fickle and lacking in
wisdom.
Questions:
1. Can you give an example of palm – Pilate thinking in your
own life?
2. Can you give an example of palm – Pilate thinking in
today’s’ society?
3. Is this fickleness related to the loss of first love referred to
in Revelation?
4. How do you restore your passion for the things of God?
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Instituted by Jesus on Thursday night of his final week on earth
and destined to be one of Christianity's distinctive ordinances, the
Last Supper sank its roots into a 1500-year Hebrew tradition.

The Last Supper from a Jewish perspective began in Egyptian
darkness. On the tenth day of the month, God called Abib
(Exodus 13:4), he ordered each household to select a perfect
year-old male lamb from flock or herd; small households would
join larger ones. The lamb would be slain at twilight on the fourteenth day and its blood splashed on the sides and top of their
door frames. Wherever blood protected the occupants, God's angel would pass over when he saw the blood for no destructive
plague would touch them.
With sandals on, staff in hand, fully dressed and ready to move,
the Israelites ate the meal hurriedly (Exodus 12:11). The lamb,
roasted whole, with no broken bones (Exodus 12:46), was to be
completely consumed, with bitter herbs and unleavened bread as
side dishes. Any leftovers were to be incinerated (Exodus 12:10).

9

The last supper continued with Joshua's renewal of the Passover
when Israel occupied Canaan. At God's command, Joshua
circumcised the males, who had gone uncircumcised throughout
the 40-year wandering (Joshua 5:2). Then, on the 14th day of the
month, Israel celebrated the Passover (Joshua 5:10). A day later,
they ate produce from the land. They put God first by
circumcising all their males, then celebrating the Passover, both
occurring in enemy territory. In turn, God protected and provided
for them.
The Last Supper was renewed in Israel under righteous Hezekiah
(2 Chronicles 30:1-27) and Josiah (2 Chronicles 35:1-19) after
notorious apostasy under previous kings. Both kings extended
invitations to all Israelites, north and south, to congregate in
Jerusalem. Whenever observed, the Passover celebrated
deliverance from Egypt. That inspirational certainty cheered and
animated every generation of Jews and became as consistent
with national identity as kings, prophets, priests, and temple.

The Last Supper was
finalized in Christ's
institution of his
communion table.

Born of a Jewish mother, into Jewish culture, a spiritual child of
Moses and heir of the old covenant prophecies, Jesus
necessarily began with the familiar things and symbols in the
upper room, then filtered them through himself. This is clear from
the symbolism forecast in Egypt and completed in Christ. First,
the original Passover represented God's judgment on Egypt as it
brought Israel deliverance from political bondage; Christ's table
signified Satan’s defeat as it celebrated believers' deliverance
from spiritual bondage.
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Second, that no bone of the lamb was broken was realized in
Christ at the cross. After breaking the thieves' legs, the soldier
thrust a spear into the corpse of Jesus (John 19:34). Third,
leaving nothing of the lamb till the next morning symbolized
Christ's resurrection from the dead. As Peter said in Acts 2:24,
Jesus defied corruption because it was impossible for death to
keep its hold on Him.
All of this was forecast by Jesus when He emphasized both the
cup and loaf. Had he wanted to merely reinforce the original
Passover, he would have used only the cup as his blood. But
Jesus never merely amplified the things that Moses introduced.
He re-constituted everything, including the Passover, in reflection
of his own life and purpose. Indeed, Christ's cup and loaf had a
meaning that Moses could never have known.

The cup forecasts
forgiveness of sin for all
who believed in Him, the
loaf promised his bodily
resurrection, then glorified
body; and our resurrected
life, and then glorified body.

Questions:
1. Try to describe what the glorified Christ looks like?
2. What does communion mean to you personally?
3. Read. 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. What is meant by verse 28
4. Break bread together as a group and thank God for the
meal.
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NOAH’S ARK 3’s-5’s
Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.30am

Thursday afternoons
1.30 - 3.00pm

No meeting 27th March

No meeting 27th March

£1 per family
Toys - Refreshments
Activities - Stories

£1 per family
Craft - Stories Singing - Games - Fun!

FRIENDSHIP CLUB

MIDWEEK GROUPS

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

March Study
‘The Passion’

Meeting at various
times & locations

PRAYER SCHOOL
Suzette Hattingh, an international Motivational Teacher and Evangelist, founded
‘Voice in the City’ in January 1997 with
a vision to train the body of Christ in
prayer, to reach the lost and broken
hearted. Following her DVD and book we
shall be running a Prayer School in the
Church, some Sunday evenings each
month, starting Sunday 16th March at
6.30pm. Books cost £4. For more information see Tina Pawsey.

Monday morning
March 10th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club
Friday evenings - Worship Practice - see Rachael for dates
Saturday 1st March - 7.00pm - PULSE for ages 12 & over

17th April - 6th May
3-5th October ‘08 ~
St Gabriel's,
Ditchingham, Guest Speaker ~ Mary Walker

Ancient writers have left us with comments and descriptions
about the cross. These comments come to us from Cicero,
Josephus, Tertullian, and Seneca to name a few. The cross as a
tool for torture was borrowed by the Roman Empire from the
Phoenicians. Here is a summary of some of the information that
is available.
The cross was used by
the Romans to execute
slaves, robbers,
assassins, people in
rebellious provinces,
and only rarely for
citizens. The victims
were first abused with
whips.
After the victims' sentence was declared, they were flogged with
leather whips which had metal, rocks, and bones embedded in
the leather. The victim was then required to carry his or her cross
to the place of death. A sign was also hung from the victim's neck
declaring the reason for the torture. Once they arrived at the
place of the crucifixion, they were stripped naked and then either
tied or nailed to the cross. There were different types of crosses,
including the use of trees.
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Ancient eye Witnesses. The use of crosses to kill men, women,
and children was common. Here are some quotes from
Josephus.
“…they were first whipped, and then tormented with all sorts of
tortures before they . . . were then crucified before the wall of the
city. This miserable procedure made Titus greatly to pity them.
While they caught every day five hundred Jews . . . So the soldiers, out of the wrath and hatred they bore the Jews, nailed
those they caught, one after one . . . by way of jest; when their
multitude was so great, that room was wanting for the crosses.”
Flavius, Josephus. War of the Jews. 5.11.1
“ … so the citizens fled along the narrow lanes, and the soldiers
slew those that they caught, and no method of plunder was omitted; they also . . . brought many before Flarus, whom he first
chastised with stripes, and then crucified. Accordingly, the whole
number of those that were destroyed that day, with their wives
and children (for they did not spare the infants themselves), was
about three thousand six hundred …” Flavius, Josephus. War of
the Jews. 2.14.9
John 10:17-18
"The reason my Father
loves me is that I lay
down my life--only to
take it up again. No one
takes it from me, but I
lay it down on my own
accord. I have authority
to lay it down and
authority to take it up
again. This command I
received from my
Father."
Luke 23:46 "Jesus called out with a loud voice, 'Father, into
your hands I commit my spirit'." When he had said this, he
breathed his last.
15

The average time of suffering before death by crucifixion is stated
to be about 2-4 days (Tenney), although there are reported cases
where the victims lived for 9 days.(Lipsius) The actual causes of
death by crucifixion were various and many, one of the most significant would have been the severity of the scourging. (Edwards)
Jesus died a quick physical death (Pilate was surprised that he
had died so soon.(Mark 15:44)). While many of the physical signs
preceding death were present, one possibility is that Jesus did
not die by physical factors which ended his ability to live, but that
he gave up his life of his own accord. His last statement, "Into
your hands I commit my Spirit" seems to show that Jesus' death
occurred by giving himself up.
In John 10, He states that only he has the power to lay down his
life. he proved his power over death by his resurrection. Truly,
God is the one who has power over life and death.

Death was hastened by the breaking of the legs, so that the victim could not push up to take a good breath.
John 19:32-33: The soldiers therefore came and broke the
legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and
then those of the other. But when they came to Jesus and
found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.

They confirmed his death by a spear thrust into the right side of
the heart.
John 19:34: “Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side
with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water.”
Death in crucifixion was hastened by the breaking of the legs of
the victim. This procedure, called ‘crurifracture’, prevented the
ability of the victim to take in a good breath. Death would quickly
occur from suffocation. In Jesus' case, He died quickly and did
not have his legs broken. Jesus fulfils one of the prophetic requirements of the Passover Lamb, that not a bone shall be broken.
(Exodus 12:46, John 19:36)
To confirm that a victim was dead, the
Romans inflicted a spear wound through
the right side of the heart. When pierced,
a sudden flow of blood and water came
from Jesus’ body. The medical significance of the blood and water has been a
matter of debate. One theory states that
Jesus died of a massive myocardial infarction, in which the heart ruptured
(Bergsma) which may have resulted from
His falling while carrying the cross. (Ball)
Another theory states that Jesus' heart was surrounded by fluid in
the pericardium, which constricted the heart and caused death.
(Davis)
The physical stresses of crucifixion may have produced a fatal
cardiac arrhythmia. (Johnson)
The stated order of "blood and water" may not necessarily indicate the order of appearance, but rather the relative prominence
of each fluid. In this case, a spear through the right side of the
heart would allow the pleural fluid (fluid built up in the lungs) to
escape first, followed by a flow of blood from the wall of the right
ventricle. (Edwards)

The important fact is that the medical evidence supports that Jesus died a physical death.
The story, of course, does not end here. The greatest event that
separates Jesus from all others is the fact that he rose again and
lives today. He intercedes for those who follow Him at the right
hand of the Father. (Heb 7:25)
The Romans were cruel. It is
at their hands that Jesus
died a horrible death for our
sins. He did it so that we
could live with him some day.
All he asks us to do is to believe him and turn our life
over to him (Rom. 10:9).
Questions:
1. What other miracles happened at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus?
2. Write a group prayer thanking Jesus for all he suffered for
us.
3. Give some examples of how you are carrying your cross
and following Jesus
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People today, even Christians, are unsure that Jesus rose from
the dead. Yet no one has been able to refute the evidence that
history provides. An American lawyer took three months to look
for a loop hole in the evidence but could not find any. His
conclusion was that the evidence would stand in a court of law in
today’s civilised society.
1. The large stone was moved, in spite of the Roman guards
and seal.
Jesus' tomb was secured in three ways:
(a) A large stone was rolled
against it. It was customary to roll
big stones against tombs; the
stones were generally too big to
be moved by just a few men, so
levers were used to move them.
Some have estimated that the
stone that sealed Jesus' tomb
weighed 1-1/2 to 2 two tons
(1,361-1,814 Kilograms), which is
the approximate weight of a
midsize car.
(b) A Roman guard unit--which usually consisted of four
soldiers--was stationed at the tomb. Roman guards were strictly
disciplined fighting men held to the highest standards. Failure
often required death by torturous and humiliating methods.
(c) The Roman seal was affixed to the stone that secured the
tomb. The seal stood for the power and authority of the Roman
Empire. Breaking the seal meant automatic execution by
crucifixion upside down. Anyone trying to move the stone from
the tomb's entrance would have broken the seal and thus
incurred the wrath of Roman law.
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On resurrection Sunday morning, the first thing that impressed
the people who approached the tomb was that the large stone
was moved. Certainly the entire guard unit would not have fallen
asleep with torture and death as the consequences. But even if
the guards did fall asleep, how could thieves have sneaked by
the guards and moved the massive stone without waking them
up?
2. The tomb was empty
Jesus' tomb was near Jerusalem (John 19:42). Had the tomb not
been empty, claims of the resurrection, which were first made in
Jerusalem, could not have been maintained for even one hour-people in Jerusalem could have gone to the tomb to check for
themselves.
Both Jewish and Roman sources admit an empty tomb. Those
resources range from Josephus to a compilation of fifth-century
Jewish writings called the "Toledoth jeshu."
3. Jesus' burial wrappings were
in the tomb
The linen wrappings in the tomb
amazed the disciples. Jesus had
simply moved through the wrappings, apparently without a struggle, and laid the face cloth aside.
Had Jesus' body been stolen, the
thieves would not have taken the
time to remove the wrappings or
fold the face cloth.
4. There were many witnesses to Jesus' appearances
In studying an event in history, it is important to know how many
participants or eyewitnesses were still alive when reports about
the event were published. If the number was substantial, the
event can be regarded as fairly well established, because the
eyewitnesses could have refuted an inaccurate report. For instance, if several people witness a murder, and the police report
about it contains numerous lies, the eyewitnesses can refute it.3
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The apostle Paul wrote that Christ had been seen by more than
500 people at one time. What's more, most of the 500 were still
alive when Paul was proclaiming the resurrection, so skeptics
could simply question the eyewitnesses:
1 Cor 15:3-6 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried,
and that He was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas, then
to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five
hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain
until now, but some have fallen asleep

5. Written in the life time of eyewitnesses
New Testament accounts were circulated among people who
were alive at the time of the resurrection. Archaeological discoveries have confirmed that New Testament accounts of the resurrection were written within the lifetimes of people who were alive
at the time of the resurrection. Those people could certainly have
denied the accuracy of the Gospel writers' accounts.
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6. They believed unto death
The followers of Christ were persecuted and killed for proclaiming
the resurrection. Yet before they saw Jesus risen from the dead
the disciples fled when Jesus was arrested and taken away for
trial prior to being crucified. They were apparently afraid that they
would be imprisoned or killed because of their association with
Jesus. Peter even denied that he knew Jesus. After Jesus was
crucified and buried, they remained in hiding, afraid and depressed, until Mary and others came to tell them that Jesus had
risen from the dead. Why would these men, who had displayed
such cowardice, risk their lives in going from city to city proclaiming the resurrection, if they did not truly believe that Jesus had
risen from the dead? They certainly gained nothing for doing so.
The disciples did not receive wealth or prestige for preaching the
resurrection; there were no material benefits whatsoever. In fact,
they were beaten, stoned to death, thrown to lions, tortured, and
crucified for their preaching.
Questions:
1. Do you believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead, if not
can you explain why?
2. What does the fact that Jesus rose from the dead mean to
you personally?
3. The fact that Jesus is alive should affect our everyday life,
how does it affect you?
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If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
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