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Faith: A mindset of miracles
Mark 6:1-13
In these few verses we have what can be described as an object
lesson in faith that is the mindset of miracles.

Week One: Amazing Jesus
Mark 6:1-6
Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his
disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the
synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed.
"Where did this man get these
things?" they asked. "What's
this wisdom that has been
given him that he even does
miracles! Isn't this the
carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son
and the brother of James,
Joseph, Judas and Simon?
Aren't his sisters here with us?"
And they took offence at him.
Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives
and in his own house is a prophet without honour." He could not
do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people
and heal them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith.
We must recognise at the very start of this study that Jesus is the
omniscient, omnipotent and omnipresent Son of God. There are
three things in the first six verses to note for our consideration.
1. They took offence at him
The town’s people were offended, notice he was not offensive.
They took offence at him. This verb originally meant "to be
caught in a trap or snare." They were caught in the snare of
their own unbelief, and stumbled when they could have risen
to their greatest opportunity.
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2. He could not do any miracles there
Christ was unable to do any mighty work there. However, it
was not that he tried to heal some and found himself
incapable, but that so few people had faith enough to come to
him for healing.
We could easily forget that Jesus is the
omnipotent son of God; Almighty God amongst us.

Read the stories around Genesis 19:22 and 32:25 and see
other times that God could not do something.
But flee there quickly, because I
cannot do anything until you reach
it." (That is why the town was called
Zoar.) Genesis 19:22
When the man saw that he could not
overpower him, he touched the
socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip
was wrenched as he wrestled with
the man. Genesis 32:25
What is the theme that links these three occasions together, what
keys of faith can we learn from the three examples?
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3. And he was amazed
The text makes it plain that Jesus was amazed or marvelled at
the people and where the Lord Jesus might have expected to
find the greatest faith in himself, he found the most persistent
unbelief. And even though he was the omniscient Son of Cod,
he marvelled at his unbelieving acquaintances. He went. The
Greek imperfect tense describes the action as in process. For
he was going from village to village, teaching in every town.

Verse 2 says, “Many who heard him were amazed.” It is easy for
us to image that they were amazed by Jesus for he often amazes
us. But that he was amazed at them opens up the question is it
possible for us to amaze Jesus? They amazed him in a negative
sense because it was there unbelief that was the source of the
amazement. I wonder if we could amaze Jesus in a positive way
by demonstrations of outrageous and extravagant faith?
Questions:
1. When did your faith last amaze you?
2. When did God last amaze you?
3. When did you amaze God?
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Week Two: Sent and Setting Out
Mark 6:7 Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two
and gave them authority over evil spirits.
Mark 6:12 they went out and preached that people should repent.
There are really two parts to
any venture or mission or
project for God. First God
sends us or calls to the task.
Second, we have to
determine to go but it is more
than just going it is how we
set about the task.
In the sending out there are a few things that we should always
remember:
1. He did not send them out alone, they had a companion.
One of the biggest dangers in the church of the 21st
century is people who want to go it alone. Who will not
listen to others or submit themselves to any authority.
2. He gave them power and authority in Luke 9:1 it says
“When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave
them power and authority to drive out all demons and to
cure diseases.” It is important to notice that is not why he
sent them but simply an equipping means to achieve the
aim.
3. The purpose of the sending was this, Luke 9:2 “he sent
them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the
sick.” You may notice in Mark 6:12 that first they preached
that people should repent and then they healed the sick
and drove out demons.
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4. He gave them instructions, boundaries within which they
were to operate and behave. It is important for anyone
who is sent to understand their own personal boundaries
and to follow the instruction of the Master.
It is the same for setting out; we need to understand a few things.
1. We go because we are called for the purpose. By this we
mean that God has shown you personally that he wants
you to do this.
2. We go fully submitted to and supportive of any leadership
that God has called to lead the mission or project.
3. We go willingly or not at all, someone who feels that they
have been press ganged into going will be a hindrance to
the work.
4. We go in obedience; that is under the authority of God, our
companion or the team leader. This way we have authority
over the things that come against us in our pursuit of the
purpose for which we were sent.

Jesus
Christ
King of
Kings
and
Lord of
Lords

When we are
sent we do
not go simply
on our
cognizance
but as
ambassadors
of the one
who sends
us, we go in
his Name.

Question:
1.
Discuss the few things that we should always remember in
sending out?
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Week Three: Staff and Sandals
Faith, the Greek word ‘Pistis’, means firm persuasion, a
conviction based upon hearing. In relation to God faith is a firm
conviction producing a full acknowledgement of God’s revelation
or truth. It infers a personal surrender to God or a conduct
inspired by such surrender.
It is interesting to perhaps note that Luke says “Take
nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread,
no money, no extra tunic.” While Mark says, “Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no
money in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra tunic.”
In one sense the detail makes no difference to the story,
however when we consider that Mark wrote the account as
given by Peter during his preaching when travelling. I think that
we may consider Mark’s account to be the most authoritative.
In fact, Luke’s account records that Jesus gave them power and
authority so let us consider what the staff and the sandals
symbolise.
The staff is often seen
as a symbol of power.
The staff of Moses Exodus 14:16, The staff
of Aaron Exodus 7:9
and the staff of Elisha
in 2 Kings 4:29, 31, all
convey a sense of
power and the
miraculous. It is not so
much that we carry a
staff with us wherever
we go but that rather
that we use the name
of Jesus as the symbol
of our power.
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NOAH’S ARK 3’s-5’s
Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.30am

Thursday afternoons
1.30 - 3.00pm

Outing - June 20th

Outing - June 20th

£1 per family
Toys - Refreshments
Activities - Stories

£1 per family
Craft - Stories Singing - Games - Fun!

JPEG’S PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
Wednesday 25th June at 8.00pm

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

following
Suzette Hattingh’s
Book & DVD
8th & 22nd June
at 6.30pm

MIDWEEK GROUPS
June’s study:
Faith: The minset of miracles
Meeting at various times & locations

Monday morning
June 9th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club
Friday evenings - Worship Practice - see Rachael for dates

Guest speaker

Associate
Minister
At Bolton

Booking forms
available.
Bookings to Melissa

A team of four people,
- Christian & Anne
and Daniel & Christine
will be visiting Watton
this Summer, from
24th to 31st July.
Watch out for details
of special meetings
next month.....

Sandals here the word translated means
‘small sandals’ and they are the sandals of
every day use and enabled quick and easy
passage along the rough roads of the times.
William Barclay makes an interesting observation about the
symbolism of sandals when looking at the return of the prodigal
son in Luke 15. He says, “The robe stands for honour; the ring
for authority, for if a man gave to another his signet ring it was the
same as giving him the power of attorney; the sandals for a son
as opposed to a slave, for children of the family were shod and
slaves were not. The slave's dream in the negro spiritual song is
of the time when "all God's chillun got shoes," for shoes were the
sign of freedom.”
Our faith mindset should lead us to surrender to the fact that we
are sons in the family of God and that we have power and
authority delegated to us by the master. The biggest thing for us
to surrender to God is ourselves and our behaviour.
Question:
1. Think of three things Jesus has given you for your journey
in life (give scripture proofs)?

Week Four: Staying or Shaking
The mindset of our faith is effected by what we hear and how we
are received by people. As someone once said “you are what you
eat”, the same is true of the Christian we are what we accept,
what we listen to and what we watch.
This why perhaps Paul tells us “Be very careful, then, how you
live” (Ephesians 5:15) but when we do make our stand for
righteousness we must understand that we will be noticed by the
world. Pascal says
“When all is equally in motion, as on board ship, nothing
appears to be in motion. When all are on the way to
excess, no one appears to be so. He who stops, draws
attention to the unruliness of others, like a fixed point.”
In the
instruction
Jesus gives to
his disciples
we see two
clear and
distinct
responses to
the way
people
behave
towards them.
1. stay there until you leave
2. shake the dust off your feet when you leave
It is important that as Christians we grasp the idea that we should
be moving on in our faith. We may reside in a place, or with
different people for a time but the place and the people must be
conducive to our growth.
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stay there until you leave
We should learn to abide in the places of faith that enable a
mindset of miracles.
1. We should listen to
the testimonies that
build us up in the faith
John 19:35 says, “The
man who saw it has
given testimony, and
his testimony is true.
He knows that he tells
the truth, and he
testifies so that you
also may believe.”
2. We should be with those who are radical in their faith that their
action may impact us, John 11:14-15 says, “So then he told them
plainly, "Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." Jesus went
there and Lazarus was raised for the dead as a sign that Jesus
was the resurrection and the life for he had authority over death.
3. We should take time each day to
dwell in the Bible the word of God.
When I say dwell in the word, I mean
to inhabit it, to worry a passage like a
dog will worry sheep. Meditate on and
study what you read, read the same
passage in different versions, read what others say about a verse
and ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten you with understanding. Such
understanding stirs the Spirit and increases our faith. John
20:31 says, “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.”
Jude verse 20 tells us “But you, beloved, building yourselves up
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,” therefore we
should not leave praying in tongues out of the equation.
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Shake the dust off your feet when you leave
When we leave, move on we should not carry the doubts, fears,
or unbelief of those we have been with. This doesn’t mean that
we should not mix with people who share their doubts or talk up
fear. No certainly not for he (God) who is in us is stronger that he
who is in the world (1 John 4:4)
Yet we should be careful how
we live, what we listen to,
what we watch and what we
accept. When we have been
with someone who has been
negative, full of doubt and fear
we could spend time speaking
in tongues to build ourselves
up again. I have found this to be like a warm cleansing shower at
times that washes away the negative input I have received.
The meaning of the word shake used in verse 11 is “to shake out”
as one would a garment if we were to shake the dust out of it.
The word infers a certain violence or vigour in the shaking out.
We, therefore, should not be passive in shaking out the thoughts
that would rob us; we should rid ourselves of anything that
causes us to be negative because negativity and pessimism are
the symptoms of fear and doubt. Remember what we say has the
power of life and death in a spiritual sense
Proverbs 18:21.
The tongue has the power
of life and death, and those
who love it will eat its fruit.
Those who love it are we
could say those that accept
what is said. Some Christian accept pessimism as a
part of their life but when we
see what it actually means:

1. A tendency to stress the negative or unfavourable or to
take the gloomiest possible view: “We have seen too much
defeatism, too much pessimism, too much of a negative
approach” (Margo Jones).
2. The doctrine or belief that this is the worst of all possible
worlds and that all things ultimately tend toward evil.
3. The doctrine or belief that the evil in the world outweighs
the good.
We realise it has a spiritual significance, of which, we should rid
ourselves. We should shake it out vigorously. There is no room
for us to be passive or reasonable but rather we should be
vigorous in our efforts to rid ourselves of negativity.
George Bernard Shaw says, “The reasonable man adapts
himself to the world. The unreasonable man persists in adapting
the world to himself. Therefore all hope of progress rests with the
unreasonable man.”

While Paul puts it this way “Do not be conformed to this world
[age], but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what the will of God is, that which is good, acceptable
and perfect”
Questions:
1. What do you need to shake out of your life?
2. Discuss the best way to shake something out of your life?

Week Five: The Right Mindset
If you are not in a small group why not arrange an evening to get
together with other Christians in the church and practice things
that build faith.
Start the session by praying, then read the word of God out loud
for twenty minutes perhaps taking it in turns to read, Then each
person take five minutes to share a testimony that builds faith,
then spend ten minutes praying in tongues. Then finally share
with each other how you feel about spending the evening building
one another up in faith.
Have you got the right mindset; will your faith release the
opportunity for miracles?

Ken and Pat will again be visiting the
Falconer Children’s Home & Orphanage
in Kabulamema, Zambia
this year, from 9th - 26th June.
Watton Pentecostal Church will be praying for
Ken and Pat on Sunday morning 1st June
and they will be giving us a presentation of their
visit on their return
PEASE PRAY FOR THEM WHILST THEY ARE IN ZAMBIA

Web site: www.thefalconertrust.org

‘Faith: The mindset of miracles’
1st June
8th June
15th June
22nd June
29th June

Amazing Jesus - We shall be praying for Ken
& Pat for their forthcoming visit to Zambia
NO SERVICE - There will be a Churches
Together Carnival Service at 11.00am
Staff and sandals
Staying or shaking
The right mindset

During the Sunday morning Service we have:
Crèche: 0 - walking Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11 Sunday Pulse: - 12+

1st June
8th June
15th June
22nd June
29th June

NO SERVICE
Prayer School
Alpha presentation
Prayer School
Coffee Cake & Conversation

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
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