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Verse 13 Then Jesus said to them, "Don't you understand
this parable? How then will you understand any parable?
Verses 24-25 "Consider carefully what you hear," he continued. "With the measure you use, it will be measured to you—
and even more. Whoever has will be given more; whoever
does not have, even what he has will be taken from him."

Jesus appears to emphasise the importance of understanding
parables to his disciples and gives us some keys to their
understanding. First, let us describe what the word ‘parable’
means; literally it is ‘to lay by the side of, to compare’ and so a
likeness, similitude. The parable conveys the likeness or the truth
of that to which it is compared. Taking something from the
everyday life of the hearer and by the picture conjured up by the
story reveal an eternal truth.
There are two common mistakes that are made when trying to
interpret parables, first is to ignore the significant features of the
story. The second is to try to make all the details mean
something. William Barclay says, “Therefore a parable is not a
situation in which every detail means something but a situation in
which one great idea leaps out and shines like a flash of
lightning. … It is always right to say; ’what one idea would flash
into a man’s mind when he heard this story for the first time’?”
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Week 1: The Sower and the Seed Verses 3 - 20
This is probably the most well known of the parables of Jesus
and it gives us an insight into parabolic teaching in action.
Verse 3 "Listen to this! Behold, the sower went out to
sow; (NASB)

Image the scene at the lake side; Jesus is sitting in the boat just
off the shore. The shore shelves gently down to the water’s edge,
and makes a natural amphitheatre for the crowd. Even as he
talks Jesus sees a sower busy sowing seed in the fields beside
the lake. “Look!” he said, “The sower went out to sow.” Here is
the whole essence of the parabolic method.
Barclay says, “Jesus started in the here and now to get to the
there and then. He started from a thing that was happening at
that moment on earth in order to lead men’s thoughts to heaven;
he started from something which all men could see to get to the
things that are invisible; He started from something that all men
knew to get to something which they had never as yet realised.
The parable verses 3-8
Read verse 3-8 and then share and discuss the one great idea
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that leaps out in your mind.

The thought which may first
come to us is that it is the
same seed but the good soil
produced a crop. We may
therefore explored the word
‘good’; the Greek word
‘Kalos’ which is related to
the Indo-European word for
“powerful”, “excellent” or
“strong”. ‘Kalos’ has the
sense of; (a) healthy,
serviceable e.g. sterling
metal, suitable place, or
right time.
(b) beautiful, attractive, lovely and (c) good. All these senses may
be brought together under the idea of what is ordered or sound.
We may therefore think about the preparation of the soil of men’s
hearts for the sowing of the word.
Or, your thought may be that the sowing of the seed is
paramount, rather than the soils into which it is sown. This may
lead you to the idea that the Kingdom of God breaks into the
world even as seed which is sown on the ground. Giving the
sense of the inevitability of the Kingdom of God being fruitful, or
the word of god fulfilling the purpose for which it was sent.
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The explanation verses 13-20
Read verses 13-20 and then discuss the explanation that Jesus
gives in the verses.
The Message Bible says:
13 He continued, "Do you see how this story works? All my
stories work this way.
14-15"The farmer plants the Word. Some people are like the
seed that falls on the hardened soil of the road. No sooner
do they hear the Word than Satan snatches away what has
been planted in them.
16-17"And some are like the seed that lands in the gravel.
When they first hear the Word, they respond with great
enthusiasm. But there is such shallow soil of character that
when the emotions wear off and some difficulty arrives,
there is nothing to show for it.
18-19"The seed cast in the weeds represents the ones who
hear the kingdom news but are overwhelmed with worries
about all the things they have to do and all the things they
want to get. The stress strangles what they heard, and
nothing comes of it.
20"But the seed planted in the good earth represents those
who hear the Word, embrace it, and produce a harvest
beyond their wildest dreams."

Questions:
1. Who is the sower or farmer in the story?
2. Explain what is meant by ‘some are like the seed that
lands in the gravel’?
3. When have you used the parabolic method when sharing
with someone?
4. What one great idea do you take away from the parable? 5

Week 2: The lamp on a stand, verses 21- 25
William Barclay says “VERSES 21-25 are interesting because
they show the problems that confronted the writer’s of the
gospels. These verses give us four different sayings of Jesus. In
verse 21 there is the, saying' about the lamp. In verse 22 there is
the saying about the revealing of secret things. In verse 24 there
is the saying which lays it down that we shall receive back with
the same measure as we have given. In verse 25 there is the
saying that to him who has still more will be given. In Mark these
verses come one after another in immediate succession. But
verse 21 is repeated in Matthew 5: 15; verse 22 is repeated in
Matthew 10: 26; verse 24 is repeated in Matthew 7: 2; and verse
25 is repeated in Matthew 13: 12 and also in Matthew 25: 29.
The four consecutive verses in Mark are scattered all over
Matthew. One practical thing emerges for our study. We must not
try to find any connection between them. Clearly they are quite
disconnected and we must take them one by one.”
Tradition separates verse 21 onward from what went before but
what lessons would we learn by seeing these verses as part of
the explanation of the parable of the sower that were there to
help the disciples to understand as much as possible of what is
taught. Let us treat them as principles in learning.
21 He said to them, "Do you
bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don't you put it on its
stand?
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The teacher teaches so that
the pupil may be enlightened
by the lesson. Teachers
should teach in an easy to
understand manner
simplifying the complicated

22 For whatever is hidden is
meant to be disclosed, and whatever is concealed is meant to be
brought out into the open.
The truth of the Kingdom of God is
not meant to be hidden and will be
brought into the open. Paul makes
the point in Ephesians 1: 8 -10 that
revealing the mystery of his will in
Christ is part of the plan for the
universe. The word mystery means
not so much something hidden from
view but something that is clearly
visible but not seen or appreciated.

23 If anyone has ears to hear,
let him hear."
This makes it all personal and
speaks of the personal
responsibility that each person
has to study, understand and live
the word of God.

24 "Consider carefully what you hear," he continued. "With
the measure you use, it will be measured to you—and even
more.
The principle is clear, the more you put in by study the more you
get out in understanding. This understanding comes not purely
out of effort but by revelation from the Holy Spirit. Therefore our
understanding is a gift from God. James 1: 5 If any of you lacks
wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without
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finding fault, and it will be given to him

25 Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have,
even what he has will be taken from him."
The principle here shows the need for a continual thirst for the
things of God. The more we have the more will receive, but when
we stop having wisdom, understanding we will lose even what we
have. The principle here seems to suggest that we must apply all
that we learn so that we can assimilate more.

Questions:
1. Look at the verses quoted in Matthew and draw out their
meaning in the context of the setting.
Matthew 5: 15
Matthew 10: 26
Matthew 7: 2
Matthew 13: 12
Matthew 25: 29
Do you hide the light of your talents and abilities by not offering
them to Jesus for his use in the church?
What measure do you use when listening to or giving weight to
what is taught?
Do you take sufficient personal responsibility for your walk with
God?
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Saturday 26th July at 7.00pm
An Evening of Fellowship, Testimony and
Sharing with buffet supper
Please invite others
Sunday 27th July at 10.30am
Guest Service where
Christian will share God’s word
Meet the 2008
team from
Brive, France
Christian & Ann
and
Daniel & Christine
Tuesday 29th July at 7.30pm
Women’s Meeting
Christine will share a testimony and
Ann will be our Guest speaker.
Please bring home made cakes
For more details contact Tina 01953 880920

NOAH’S ARK 3’s-5’s
Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.30am

Thursday afternoons
1.30 - 3.00pm
We shall break for the
summer after the
meeting
on 17th July

We shall break for the
summer after the
meeting
on 17th July
£1 per family

£1 per family

JPEG’S PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB
Wednesday 30th July at 8.00pm
Competition - An action photo......

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

following
Suzette Hattingh’s
Book & DVD
Sunday 6th July
at 6.30pm

MIDWEEK GROUPS

Meeting at various times & locations

Monday morning
July 14th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

Saturday 9th August
1.00 -5.00pm
Midsummer Fete ~
BBQ ~ Concert with
NYFC Gospel Choir
Guest speaker

Associate
Minister
At Bolton

Don’t miss this event
- BOOK NOW!
Bookings to Melissa

Old Time Music Hall
& Supper - watch out
for date and details
Saturday 25th October
6.30pm
Harvest Hawkey!

Visitation Team
We are building a new Visitation Team and are looking for
your help. The purpose of the team is to promote pastoral
care and provide support and comfort for our Church family
and friends at Watton Pentecostal Church. We have a core
team who will be organising the group, but we need you to
join the team so we can be effective in fulfilling our aims.
Perhaps you could help by making phone calls, or visiting
people in their homes or in hospital. We are also looking for
stewards for our Sunday Services. May be you are not able
to help at the moment, but would like to be part of the team
in the future. We are asking for your response by 20th July,
so please see Chris or Angela. 01953 881424 - Thanks!

Week 3: The growing seed verses 26- 29
The Kingdom of God is the place where God reigns as sovereign
Lord. It is that place where the will of God is done as it is in
heaven. A king in history only had authority or sovereignty in a
place if the people of that place paid tribute to him. Therefore the
Kingdom of God is where Christians give praise and worship,
obedience and love to Jesus Christ, and that these things are
apparent in our lifestyle.
This parable allows us to understand a few great truths about the
growth of the kingdom of God.
First, we see the helplessness of man. The farmer doesn’t make
the seed grow, he does not even understand how it grows, and
so it is with the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God has growth
and life in it’s self. No man has ever created anything; the most
man can do is discover something. The Kingdom of God is after
all God’s Kingdom and power and will are at work. We must
remember that the Kingdom of God is bigger than our doctrinal or
denominational understanding, it is God’s Kingdom
Jesus said “I will build my church”, it is his church and he is the
only one who can build the church. However he does ask us to
work with him and to try to excel in gifts that build up the church.
Jesus chooses to partner with us to build the church using our
gifts and talents, which are really his anyway, to fulfil his will.
Second, the growth of the kingdom of God is
imperceptible. When we watch our children
ever day their growth is difficult to quantify but
when as a grandparent who sees the child less
often the growth is astounding. The growth of
the Kingdom of God must necessarily be
viewed over centuries. Think for a moment
about the Pentecostal movement. In the 19th
century there was no measurable movement.
At the end of the 20th century the Pentecostal
movement had nearly 500 million adherents. It
is estimated that by the year 2050 there will be
over one billion Pentecostals world wide.
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Third, the growth of the Kingdom of God is constant. It does not
matter if it is night or day, it does not matter if we are in a
mountain-top experience or in the valley of despondency The
Kingdom of God grows. It does not matter if we take one step
forward and two steps backward the growth of the kingdom of
God is constant. The work of God goes on quietly; unceasingly
God unfolds his plan for mankind and the universe.

Fourth, the growth of the kingdom of God is inevitable. The power
of growth is immense a tree grows and cracks concrete structure,
a weed can breakthrough a bitumen path. Even the rebellion and
disobedience of mankind cannot halt the growth of the Kingdom
of God. Take a moment to reflect on the growth of Christian
church, it started 2000 years ago with 120 people in an upper
room and now number more than 2 billion people over one-third
of the population of the world.
It is important that as Christians we are on the winning side even
when we don’t feel like it.
Questions:
1. Is the kingdom of God at hand in your life?
2. What are you doing for the Kingdom of God as a partner
with Jesus?
3. When are you at your most helpless and feel most
vulnerable?
14 4. What other truths can you find in the passage?

Week 4: The mustard seed verses 30 - 34
There are two things that would have sprung into the mind of the
hearers of this parable.
First is that the mustard seed is proverbially the smallest possible
thing or amount. It was considered the smallest of all seeds. Yet
when planted it would grow into something very like a tree. There
were reports of mustard trees around 10 feet high, in fact, one
report tells of a man mounted on his horse sheltering under the tree.
The birds were attracted to the tree by the little black seeds and it
was a common sight to see flocks of birds over the mustard tree.
Secondly, the picture of
a tree was often used
to describe a great
realm or domain. The
tributary nations were
said to be like birds
finding shelter in the
shadow of its branches.
Therefore the lessons that we may learn from this parable are:
Never be daunted by small beginnings, neither should we judge
the significance of the results of any project by the size of its
beginnings. We may feel that we can do so little, have such a
small impact that it is hardly worth starting any project. But we
should remember that nothing comes into being fully grown,
everything has a beginning.
The church is a realm where people from all nations may find
shelter. It allows all kinds of opinions, cultural backgrounds,
theologies and traditions. We have a tendency to brand as
heretic anyone who does not think as we do. John Wesley was a
good example of tolerant thinking. “We think” he said, “and we let
think”. “I have no more right” he said, “to object to a man holding
a different opinion from mine than I have to differ with a man
because he wears a wig and I my own hair”. Wesley had one
greeting, “Is thy heart as my heart? Then give me thy hand” It is
good for us to have the assurance that we are right, but this is no
15
reason why we should believe that everyone else is wrong.

The church is a realm where all nations meet together, no matter
colour, culture, education, wealth, where each man is an equal
heir of the Father. In fact, the church is often called the family of
God, a family that began in one person 2000 years ago. Even
though it was planted small as a mustard seed it has grown into
largest of all the plants.
The church is a
realm where all
nations meet
together, no matter colour,
culture, education, wealth,
where each man
is an equal heir
of the Father.
In fact, the church is often called the family of God, a family that
began in one person 2000 years ago. Even though it was planted
small as a mustard seed it has grown into largest of all the plants.
The church is a realm where all nations find security because
they are subject to the King and have become citizens of the
realm. As Christians we are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven
and therefore live by a new set of standards and principles. Although there is great diversity in the church we should remember
that there is one God, one King and one Spirit that is leading us
to be like Jesus and to oneness together. Therefore our diversity
should not bring division but beauty in the oneness of diversity.
Questions:
1. Why are there so many different main stream Christian
denominations?
2. Why or how are Pentecostals different from other
denominations?
3. Define the difference between a denomination and a cult?
4. Christianity was the first ‘equal opportunities’ movement,
why is it important that it remains an equal opportunities
movement?
16 5. How do we achieve oneness and what is oneness?

Week 5: Calming the Storm verses 35 - 41
Read through the verses and think about the detail that is given
and the reality of the eyewitness account.
1. Jesus decided to go across the lake – we are not told why
Jesus decided to go across the lake. Perhaps he wanted
to rest or take time to be away from the crowd
2. It was evening – perhaps this indicates that Jesus was
tired from the day’s teaching
3. He went ‘just as he was’ – perhaps this means that they
did not return to shore before crossing.
4. The other boats – gives credibility to it being an eyewitness account
5. Jesus slept of the cushion – it was customary for a
distinguished stranger to use the cushions, but as the
definite article is used it would seem it is the only cushion
on the boat.
6. The rudeness of the disciples awakening him – they still
had not realised that he was the Son of God. We should
note that Matthew and Luke leave out the rebuke by the
disciples
7. His command to the wind and the waves – The sovereign
Lord spoke and creation immediately responded
8. Jesus questions the disciples – Two question about fear
and faith
9. The rhetorical question ‘who is this?’ – The awesomeness
of the situation caused the question and the answer is - he
is who he says he is.
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The fact that Jesus calmed a storm 2000 years ago on a lake in
Galilee, may not seem to have the potential to impact our lives
today. Yet when we realise that Jesus in the same yesterday,
today and forever, we see how this can change our everyday life.
Jesus is able to speak peace into the storms of life.
He gives us peace in the storms of sorrow. When sorrow comes
as it must, he tells us of the glory of the life to come. He turns the
darkness of death into the sunshine of eternal life. He reveals
God’s love to us. This doesn’t mean that we do not grieve or feel
the loss but it does mean that we are not overwhelmed by the
emotions of sorrow that storm within our hearts.

He gives us peace when life’s problems involve us in a storm of
doubt, tension and conflict. There comes a time in life when we
do not know what to do. We stand at some cross-road and do not
know which direction to take. If we call on Jesus he will give us
direction for our life, the sad thing is that we often wait until we
are lost before we awaken our faith and submit to his guidance
for our lives.
He gives us peace in the storms of anxiety. The biggest enemy of
peace is worry, worry about ourselves, worry about the future,
and worry about those that we love. Worry is but an expression of
our fears. Jesus commands peace; he speaks to us about a
father who never causes his children tear and of a love beyond
which neither we nor those we love can drift. Nothing can
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. In the
storms of anxiety he brings the peace and the assurance of the
love of God.
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We should also note that Jesus often comes straight to the point
when teaching his disciples. He does so again in the boat when
asks two questions.
1. Why are you so afraid?
2. Do you still have no faith?
One explanation of their
fears is that they did not
know who it was who was
in the boat with them.
They did not appreciate
his power or the fact that
he was with them and that
they were carrying out his
wishes. Obedience to the
Son of God brings a peace
and calmness to those
who know and trust him.
Questions:
1. What is the relationship between fear and faith?
2. Is fear ever a health thing in our lives?
3. When have you experienced Jesus speak to the storm and
the calm that follows?
4. What fears do you hide away in your heart? Do they
restrict your faith?
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‘Understanding Parables: Mark 4’
6th July
13th July
20th July
27th July

The Sower and the Seed
Guest Service - Fredrick from India
The Growing Seed
Guest Service with the French Team

During the Sunday morning Service we have:
Crèche: 0 - walking Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11 Sunday Pulse: - 12+

6th July
13th July
20th July
27th July

Prayer School
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Zambia Report with Ken & Pat
NO SERVICE

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

