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The Supremacy of Jesus Christ
Colossians chapter 1
We can acknowledge the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ on
a number of different levels in our life. Our study seeks to examine 4
areas where we should acknowledge his supremacy.

Week 1: The supremacy of Christ in creation
(Colossians 1:15-17)
The letter to the Colossians was written to address a particular
situation.
The letter was written in part to counter the teaching of the Gnostics. It
is interesting to note that all the letters in the New Testament were
written for a purpose.
There was a tendency in the early
church to follow Gnosticism. The
Gnostics, which roughly translated
means the intellectual ones, began with
the basic assumption that matter was
evil and spirit was good. They also held
that matter was eternal and that the
world was made from evil matter,
whereas the Christian believes that the
world was made from nothing.
The Gnostics believed that God was Spirit so God was good; therefore,
it followed that the true God could not touch matter.
The Gnostics believed that God sent forth a number of emanations,
each one a little further from God and each a little more ignorant of
God, until the furthest emanation was hostile to God. They believed
that the creator was not God but someone hostile to him. As the
Gnostics saw it Jesus Christ was not unique, he was simply one of
many emanations. It followed that if matter was evil then the body was
evil and they denied the humanity of Jesus believing him to be some
spiritual phantom.
The task of man is to find his way to God, the Gnostics believed that
the way to God was barred by these many emanations and that special
knowledge was needed to overcome each barrier. Therefore salvation
was intellectual knowledge.
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As you read through this study and the letter to the Colossians you will
see the many ways in which Paul refutes the Gnostic teaching which is
briefly described above.
The pre-existent Christ
Heb 7:3 Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning
of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever.

The scripture states that
Melchizedek is like
Jesus, not as is often
intimated that Jesus is
like Melchizedek. Jesus
was before creation and
will be after the world
ceases to be.

The terms without father and without mother are used in Greek for
waifs of unknown parentage, for illegitimate children and for people
who came from unimportant families. Also it is sometimes used for
deities who were supposed to take their origin from one sex only. Some
scholars hold that Melchizedek is viewed in the last mentioned way and
is being pictured as an angelic being.
The scripture says that Melchizedek is 'without genealogy'. It
recognised that a priest genealogy was important even essential, in
fact, Nehemiah 7:64 tells us that anyone who could not prove their
genealogy was excluded from the priesthood.
'Without beginning of days or end of life'. This suggests that for
Melchizedek there was not a day on which he was born, he was before
the creation of the world and that he would live for ever.
The Arian heresy claims that Jesus was a created being, created by the
power and the will of the Father. Bishop Alexander who was the bishop
of Arius would say "Always the Father" and "Always the Son". The
Council held at Nicea in June 325 AD in the Niceno-Constantinopolitan
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creed came to following determination.

We Believe in God, the Father, The almighty, the maker of all things
seen and unseen.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God; begotten of the Father;
only begotten - that is, from the substance of the Father; God from
God; light from light; true God from true God; begotten not made; of
one substance with the Father; through whom all things in heaven and
on earth came into being; who on account of us human beings and our
salvation came down and took flesh, becoming a human being; he
suffered and rose again on the third day, ascended into the heavens;
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
The creator and owner of all things

Colossians 1:15-17
“He is the image of the
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
For by him all things
were created: things in
heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible,
whether thrones or
powers or rulers or
authorities; all things
were created by him and
for him. He is before all
things, and in him all
things hold together”.

The image
The word for image is
“eikon”, it has been
pointed out that an
image can have two
ideas. It can be a
representation of a thing,
but a representation if it is
perfect enough can
become a manifestation.
Jesus is the perfect
manifestation of God. To
see what God is like we
must look at Jesus.
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The first born
This has nothing to do with timing but indicates a place of honour. (see
Exodus 4:22)
All things created by him
He created all things whether seen or unseen, whether in heaven or on
earth, whether powers, thrones or authorities.

All things created
for him
Everything was
created for him and
will be reconciled to
him and the Christian
can say that Jesus
Christ is Lord of all.

In him all things hold together
Jesus Christ sustains all things,
He is at the beginning of all
things, the creator. He is the
fulfilment, the goal of creation
and in the time between he
holds the world together.
Questions:
1. Discuss the Arian heresy and the Gnostic heresy and identify
errors that are being made today?
2. Look at Paul’s response to these heresies and discuss
3. Discuss the Toronto blessing and Lakeland Florida and identify
any questionable activities in those ministries
4. Identify any questionable activities/ beliefs that you accept and
discuss
5. Find other verses in the Bible that show Christ’s supremacy in
creation and discuss
6. How do you accept Christ’s supremacy in creation?
5

Week 2: The supremacy of Christ in the church
(Colossians 1: 18)
“And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything he might have the supremacy.”
The Greek word for beginning “Arch” means the first as “a” is in the
alphabet or “1” is in a set of numbers. Yet it has a second meaning
which is the source from which something came or the moving power
which set something into operation.
The deity of Jesus
It is difficult to better the words of that ancient council that said:
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God; begotten of the
Father; only begotten - that is, from the substance of the Father;
God from God; light from light; true God from true God;
begotten not made; of one substance with the Father; through
whom all things in heaven and on earth came into being; who
on account of us human beings and our salvation came down
and took flesh, becoming a human being; he suffered and rose
again on the third day, ascended into the heavens; and will
come again to judge the living and the dead.
The essential and moral
attributes of deity are found in
Jesus Christ and they are
Eternity, Immutability,
Omnipresence, Omniscience,
Omnipotence, Holiness,
Justice and Love.
The sovereignty of Jesus
The genealogy of Jesus can be traced back to King David (Matthew 1).
To many minds this genealogy was necessary to prove Jesus was the
Messiah. Yet is sovereignty his claim to Kingship does not rest on this
earthly and decaying foundation. Jesus is King of Kings not because he
is the son of David but because he was and is the Son of God.
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NEW!

Come and meet Luke Brendling at
our new style Coffee Cake and
Conversation. Each month we shall
be introducing a dynamic speaker
with a story to tell. We begin on
October 12th at the new time of
4.30pm with Luke, who has spent
one or two years with Hillsongs in
Australia. There will be a buffet
tea and it promises to be a really
good event. Please consider who
you could invite to come along.

A team is being drawn together
to bring Alpha to Watton
Pentecostal Church. If you could
be involved in any way, please
speak to Jon Adams. There will
be a special meeting on Sunday
7th September at 6.30pm to find
out more about this exciting
course, so don’t miss it!

NOAH’S ARK 3’s-5’s
Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.30am
Starting back again on
September 4th
9.30 - 11.30am

Thursday afternoons
1.30 - 3.00pm
Starting back again on
September 4th
1.30 - 3.00pm

£1 per family

£1 per family

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

following
Suzette Hattingh’s
Book & DVD
Sundays 14th & 21st
September
at 6.30pm
This concludes
the course

Groups meet different days and places
- ask for details

Monday morning
September 8th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

Guest speaker

Associate Minister
At Bolton

Saturday 25th October 6.30pm

Visitation Team

The Visitation Team is now functioning! Thanks to all who
have volunteered. If you know anyone who is a member or
friend of the Church who is unwell or in hospital
please contact Chris & Angela Pye on 01953 881424.
We will then arrange a phone call or a visit from a
member of the team. We need YOU to keep us
informed, so please help to make the team a success.
THANKS!

Pastor Rajakumar writes..
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
We and our ministries are fine and doing good by your prayers and support.
Last time when I visited your church. your church has supported us to built
a toilet in our Athiyanthal village church. You have given us 250 pounds we
also raised 15000 Rupees (150 pounds) from our church to complete the
toilets...
First we had to dig a sump for the toilet, and later built two toilet upon the
sump, for both gents and ladies. we bought a water tank upon the toilet with
water connection. I have attached few pictures of the toilet....
Once again we thank sincerely for the support by the congregation, board
members and your family.
Still we have build compound and baptism tank for the church. please pray
for this.

His kingship rests on the eternal foundation of his divinity.
His sovereignty is based upon his divine nature and character.
Try to re-write verse 18 in a way that
reveals the Kingship of Jesus Christ.

The head of his body the church
He is the head of his body the church and his body is the
organism, not the organisation, through which he acts and shares his
experiences. It is at the bidding of Jesus that the church moves, and
lives and has its being.

There are two ideas here, first the thought of privilege. It is a
privilege for the church to be the instrument through which Christ
works. Second, it is a warning. If a man abuses or neglects his body he
can make it unfit to serve the great and noble purposes of his mind. So
by indiscipline and careless living the local church can make herself
unfit and restrict the manner in which she can be used.
Questions:
1. Explain the essential and moral attributes of Jesus
2. If we say Jesus Christ is Lord and King what implication should
that have on our behaviour?
3. Think of some way a person or the local church can make
themselves not fit for purpose
4. What does a person need to do to be fit for purpose?
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Week 3: The supremacy of Christ in life
(Colossians 1: 19-23)
Jesus said “I am the life”, it is an astonishing statement. Any one else
would have to say “I am a life”. But Christ declared “I am the life”. The
use of the definite article “the”, makes the statement resound with truth.

Christ is the source of life.
Life in the universe is
derived from the provision
and providence of God. The
air we breathe, the water we
drink, the food we eat, our
very being all flows from
divine providence.

Christ is the source of life with purpose. He rescues us from the
frivolous and immature. He redeems us from mere existence. He give a
qualitative and purposeful dimension to life. Apart from Christ there is
no true life.
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things
on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood,
shed on the cross.
The fullness of the Father
The amplified version says in verse 19:
For it has pleased [the Father] that all the divine fullness (the sum
total of the divine perfection, powers, and attributes) should dwell
in Him permanently.
The fact that Paul says “all” shows the Gnostic teaching to be flawed,
because it showed that there is no need for an intermediary to
communicate with God. Paul teaches that the fullness of God walked
on the earth and that all that is God dwelt in Jesus permanently.
Reconcile all things
If we think of the struggles and the battles that are all part of life, if we
add to those the hostility and indifference of a fearful world, which
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separates and isolates human beings, we start to understand the
grandeur of the statement, “and through him to reconcile to himself all
things”.
This restoring and reconciling work is the purpose of the church,
through which Jesus acts. As a new creation of this reconciling work,
the Christian can enjoy the Shalom of God and know God personally as
Father. What a privilege we have in Christ Jesus as a part of his
church
The supreme lifestyle
In Christ we are blessed
with the richness of our
relationship with God, and
as a consequence of that
relationship we can
experience a better life:
Galatians 5 22-24 (The
Message) says,
But what happens when we live God's way? He brings gifts into
our lives, much the same way that fruit appears in an orchard—
things like affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We
develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion
in the heart, and a conviction that a basic holiness permeates
things and people. We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and
direct our energies wisely.
Legalism is helpless in bringing this about; it only gets in the way.
Among those who belong to Christ, everything connected with
getting our own way and mindlessly responding to what everyone
else calls necessities is killed off for good—crucified.
Questions:
1. Give an example of when you have experienced the peace of
God in a difficult situation
2. What service that you do for the church gives you the greatest
pleasure?
3. From our reading in Galatians explain why legalism is helpless
in bringing this about?
4. On a scale of one to ten how much of the fruit of the spirit do
you experience in your life?
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Week 4: The supremacy of Christ in Paul’s
ministry (Colossians 1: 24-27)
“Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my
flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the
sake of his body, which is the church. I have become its servant
by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of
God in its fullness— the mystery that has been kept hidden for
ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. To them
God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious
riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
From our reading we should recognise
that Paul was rejoicing in the midst of
his suffering, and that the two are
contradictory but reveal the sense of
purpose and understanding that Paul
had received.
We should not think that verse 24 in any
way indicates that what Christ suffered
and his sacrifice at the cross was
insufficient for our salvation but rather
that Paul recognised that he would
suffer and counted it a privilege to share
in the suffering of Christ.
In fact, the word used for Christ’s afflictions is used nowhere in the
bible to describe the crucifixion. Rather it is a reference to Christ’s
ministerial afflictions. Paul says that he is adding to the suffering of
Christ in him as he goes about his ministry.
William Barclay says “Paul begins this passage with a daring thought.
He thinks of the sufferings through which he is passing as completing
the sufferings of Jesus Christ· himself. Jesus died to save his Church;
but the Church must be up built and extended; it 'must be kept strong
and pure and true; therefore, anyone who serves the Church by
widening her borders, establishing her faith, saving her from errors, is
doing the work of Christ. And if such service involves suffering and
sacrifice, that affliction is filling up and sharing the very suffering of
Christ. To suffer in the service of Christ is not a penalty but a privilege,
for it is sharing in his work.“
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Remember Paul said “I have worked much harder, been in prison more
frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death
again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes
minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned,
three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open
sea, I have been constantly on the move. I have been in danger from
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in
danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in
danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. I have laboured and
toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and
thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked.
Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all
the churches. (2 Corinthians 11:23-28)
Christ’s supremacy in Paul’s ministry
Jesus Christ was the master of Paul’s ministry, he directed Paul and
chose Paul, Jesus equipped Paul and empowered Paul.
Read Acts 9: 3-6; Acts 9:15; Acts 16: 6-7; Acts 20:22-24.
Discuss how Jesus was the master of Paul’s ministry.
Read 1 Corinthians 7:12 and discuss the implications for us.
Christ’s supremacy in our ministry
How is Jesus the master of our ministry? We should remember the
importance of obedience and constant communication between the
master and his servant.
We must always remember that
we are the instrument in the
hands of the master; no success
that we experience is truly ours,
all the glory belongs to the
master. For it is through us, his
church, that Jesus has chosen to
do mighty things.
Questions:
1. What ministry has Jesus called you to do for him?
2. How has Jesus directed your ministry, giving an example?
3. How has Jesus equipped your ministry, giving an example?
4. How has Jesus empowered your ministry, giving an example? 15

The supremacy of Jesus Christ
Colossians chapter 1
7th September
14th September
21st September
28th September

Christ’s Supremacy in Creation
Christ’s Supremacy in the Church
Christ’s Supremacy in Life
Christ’s Supremacy in Paul’s Ministry

During the Sunday morning Service we have:
Crèche: 0 - walking Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11 Sunday Pulse: - 12+

7th September
14th September
21st September
28th September

Alpha Presentation
Prayer School
Prayer School
Prayer Meeting

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

