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John 15:8 “This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.”
“The need of the hour is for Spirit filled, Christ centred, Father glorifying, Bible based, fruitful individuals and churches.” Dr. Steve Brady
Part of our normal spiritual
growth as Christians will be
that we become fruitful. But
just as in the natural
fruitfulness is a process, so
in the spiritual it becomes
part of our Christian walk
that we shall produce fruit as
we allow the life of Jesus to
flow through us, discipling us
and bring us to maturity.
It should not be something we are trying to achieve in our own strength
– for we could not, but rather Jesus promised he will produce fruit in us
as we keep close to him. This fruit will bring kingdom growth and will
glorify God. John 15:5

The seed is a means of propagating life to
the next generation. The seed is part of the
continuing cycle of life and contains within it
all the potential of growing to a mature adult
plant that is the same as that from which it
came. Thus for example you could say that
within an acorn was an oak tree.

The Bible talks about seed a lot and this helps to give us a clearer
picture of what God is saying through his Word.
The imperishable seed
When we first become Christians, God’s seed – his living word is
planted in our spirit.
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1 Peter 1:23-25 (New International Version) “For you have been
born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through
the living and enduring word of God. For,
"All men are like grass,
and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of the Lord stands forever. “And this is the word
that was preached to you.”
Our spirit becomes alive as that
word is planted in a receptive
heart and the Holy Spirit’s power
brings us to new birth. It is an
eternal work of God that nothing
or no one can destroy. Once you
are born again you belong to God
for eternity, but that seed, if given
the right growing conditions has
the potential to develop and
mature and we can become more
and more like Jesus, growing into
the people he created us to be.
Ephesians 2:1-10
Death to self
John 12:24. (New King James Version) “Most assuredly, I say to
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.”
Just as Jesus had to die on the cross, so that we could receive eternal
life, we have to be prepared to ‘die’ to our self life and allow the life of
Jesus to flow through us. This will result in us being fruitful Christians.
Sowing good seed
As Christians we are constantly sowing seed, so we must take care
what seed we sow. Paul says to the Galatian Church:
Galatians 6:7&8 (The Message) “What a person plants, he will harvest. The person who plants selfishness, ignoring the needs of
others—ignoring God!—harvests a crop of weeds. All he'll have to
show for his life is weeds! But the one who plants in response to
God, letting God's Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a
crop of real life, eternal life.”
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It is important therefore
that what we are sowing
is the seed that God
gives us to sow, that will
multiply and advance the
work of the Kingdom of
God. We each have a
supply of seed to sow
2 Corinthians 9:10 so
whether it be sharing the
gospel with others or
reaching out to them with
God’s love,
using his God given gifts or allowing the fruit of his Holy Spirit to grow
and develop in us, we should each play our God given part in the body
of Christ. As we do we can realise that it is like seed and it will grow
into the crop He intended, expressing the life of Jesus in our lives and
in the lives of others.
Questions
1. Are there any seeds that you need to stop planting, and allow
him to deal with?
2. What good seeds are you planting?
3. Can you see the potential that God has planted in you, and
what are you doing to see it grow?

After a seed has germinated it begins to
put down roots into the soil. It then sends
up a shoot out of the ground. It is very
delicate at this stage, having emerged from
the protection of the seed case and having
used up the initial food store. The shoot is
often called a seedling and it requires
protection, light, water and nutrients to
ensure healthy growth. As we consider the
spiritual seeds we have planted and that
are growing in our own lives, we realise
that the same is true for them.
Protection
Cultivated seedlings are
often raised in greenhouses or nursery beds,
where they can receive
regular care and attention
and are protected from
things that may prevent
healthy growth. As
Christians we need to be
part of a Spirit filled local
Church where we can be
nurtured and cared for in
a safe environment that will promote our spiritual growth. It is
especially important that we encourage new Christians to find a
suitable Church that they can belong to.
Strong roots
Seedlings, as with most living plants, require a certain amount of water
and minerals from the soil. Without good roots the necessary nutrients
cannot be absorbed into a plant's system. The Bible tells us we need to
put our roots down deep.
Jeremiah 17:7&8 (New International Version)"But blessed is the
man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. He will
be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the
stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always
green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to
bear fruit."
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From our earliest Christian days we
need to build our relationship with God.
As we learn to trust and keep close to
him, just like the tree planted by water it
is as though we are allowing our roots to
grow deep into Jesus, we need not fear
or be worried when problems arise,
because He will be there to take us
through. Roots aren’t at all glamorous,
but they are the source of our strength.
If our roots go deep in the knowledge of
God (Jeremiah 9:24) and our lives are
“hidden with Christ in God”
(Colossians3:3), we’ll be strong,
resistant to blight, and able to resist the
storms of life.
Our roots are going to draw two things from the soil:
Water
Water is an essential sustenance of life and there needs to be a
constant supply available for a seedling to survive. Jesus is the living
water, the spring of everlasting life; we need to continuously drink from
him to sustain our spiritual wellbeing.
Nutrients
Colossians 2:6&7 “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as
Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness.”
That relationship we have with Jesus will be strengthened and grow as
we spend time in prayer, reading the Bible and praising him and as
Christians we shall be built up in our faith.
Healthy leaves
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The new seedling soon sends out
leaves. All leaves need light and air,
which together with the water drawn up
from the roots provide the energy the
plant needs to live. A plants leaves are
vital not just to the plant itself, but to all
living beings, because they take in
carbon dioxide and breathe out oxygen,
whereas humans breathe in oxygen and
breathe out carbon dioxide.

Light
Just plants always grow
towards the light, so we
should always grow
towards Jesus. Without
the warmth and sunshine
of Jesus presence we
would die. Just as in the
natural process of photosynthesis (the conversion
of carbon dioxide and water to carbohydrates under
the stimulus of sunlight),
light is an absolute necessity for the continuation of life and growth.
Even with all the other elements present, if a plant lacks sufficient light
the proper growth and development cannot take place. Jesus said that
he was the light of the world. John 8:12
Air
As carbon dioxide is taken from the atmosphere and oxygen is
released back into the air, through the leaf, so we need to cooperate
with the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, not just for our own benefit,
but like physical plants, so the whole world has the opportunity to know
Jesus.
John 3:8:7-8 (The Message) "So don't be so surprised when I tell
you that you have to be 'born from above'—out of this world, so to
speak. You know well enough how the wind blows this way and
that. You hear it rustling through the trees, but you have no idea
where it comes from or where it's headed next. That's the way it is
with everyone 'born from above' by the wind of God, the Spirit of
God."
At the seedling stage the plant will often bear little resemblance to the
full grown plant. The work of the Holy Spirit in our lives at this time is
achieving what God desires, but we realise it can be a long journey to
come to fruition.
Questions
1. How can the Church help new Christians?
2. What could you do to strengthen your roots?
3. Have you seen others benefit from what God has done in your
life?
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NOAH’S ARK 3’s-5’s
Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.30am
£1 per family

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

Thursday afternoons
1.30 - 3.00pm
£1 per family

MIDWEEK GROUPS

Octobers study:
Fruitfulness
Groups meet different
days and places
- ask for details
NEW!

Come and meet Luke Brendling at our new
style Coffee Cake and Conversation. Each
month we shall be introducing a dynamic
speaker with a story to tell. We begin on
October 12th at the new time of 4.30pm with
Luke, who has spent two years with
Hillsongs in Australia. Buffet tea included.
Who could you invite to come along?
........November 23rd - Jaco Beukes

Monday morning
October 13th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club
Friday 3rd - Sunday 5th Oct - Women for the Kingdom
Weekend at Ditchingham
Wednesday 29th Oct - JPEG’s Photographic Club 8.00pm

HARVEST HAWKEY
Saturday 25th October at 6.30pm
Buffet Supper
Tickets £3
An evening with food, fun & friends
with Quiz - Songs

All profits to orphanages in Bangalore, India
and in Zambia

Starting soon - see Jon Adams to
help with this event

Genesis 1:11 (The Message) “God spoke: "Earth, green up! Grow
all varieties of seed-bearing plants, Every sort of fruit-bearing
tree." And there it was. Earth produced green seed-bearing plants,
all varieties, And fruit-bearing trees of all sorts. God saw that it
was good.”
It has been estimated there are upwards of 350,000 different species of
plant in the world, each one created by God. But our seedling, be it a
field of wheat, or a magnificent conifer, or indeed any other plant, will, if
it has been given the right conditions and stimuli grow into a mature
plant. For a cress seed, this could take a matter of weeks, or for an oak
tree, many years. So as Christians we are all different and our journey
will take us through many different lessons in life.
Growth
What is important is that we learn the lessons and allow them to bring
growth in us. Just as a plant should not always remain a seed, or a
seedling, spiritual growth should be a normal thing for each Christian.
Colossians 1:6 New International Version “All over the world this
gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing
among you since the day you heard it and understood God's
grace in all its truth.”
If we look at Hebrews 6:1-3
we realise that the growth God
expects of us will mean that we
should have learnt the basic
lessons, and be living lives that
more and more are beginning
to look like Jesus, just as the
seed that grows, more and
more reflects the parent plant.
Seasons
Plants have certain triggers which respond to the varying seasons, but
each stage of growth is as important as the other. Each season has its
own peculiar set of characteristics. If we fail to understand that God
works in seasons, both physical and spiritual, we can be perplexed at
what he sometimes allows in our lives.
10

Spring
In spring days begin to lengthen and
temperatures start rising, it is a time of
growth spurts for the plant and
deciduous plants will grow new leaves
and fruit trees will begin to bloom.
For the Christian we go through times
when we see that God seems to be
leading us into many new things, and we
begin to see the answers to our prayers.
There is a freshness in our Christian walk and we respond eagerly to
the new challenges that rise.
Summer
Summer is also a time of growth for the plant and we see a gradual
developing and maturing. In our Christian life this is the time when God
is establishing the things he is doing in us and we can just flow with
what he is doing and enjoy them.
But sometimes conditions can be more extreme, times of prolonged
drought or even excessive rainfall. So we can go through dry times
when we can’t seem to hear God, or storms when problems surface.
Just as with a plant this is normal, and it will just put its roots down
further and if it can resist the storms it will be stronger.
In the life of plants and especially trees, one key to survival is having
more roots than shoots. In his book Oak: The Frame of Civilization,,
author William Bryant Logan says, “If a tree puts on a lot of top growth
and few roots, it is liable to be weak-wooded and short-lived. . . . If a
tree puts down a great deal of roots and adds shoots more slowly, however, it is liable to be long-lived and more resistant to stress and strain.”
People and organizations can be like trees. The rise to prominence is
exhilarating, but anything that puts up shoots faster than it puts down
roots is fragile and in danger of breaking, falling, or dying.
It is important that we realise that it is normal to go through desert experiences or stormy times; it is just part of the season. We do need to
keep close to Jesus at these times, and hold on to the things we have
already learned, he does love us and we can trust him and know he is
there. These lessons although not the easiest can looking back, be
some of the most precious experiences, once we have gone through
them.
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Autumn
Autumn is the time for maturity, fruit bearing and
harvest. There is a warmth and richness to the
season. For Christians we can know we shall reap
a harvest to those seeds we have sown.
Galatians 6:9 “Let us not become weary in
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap
a harvest if we do not give up.”
As the leaves turn colour and fall the gardener will
also often have to prune the plant. This is so that
the plant will continue to be fruitful another year.
John 15:1&2 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.”
Sometimes God will remove things in our lives, not just the unfruitful
things but also good things too, and it can be difficult to know why; it is
important that we understand this too is normal, he is just pruning us.
We need to realise God sees the bigger picture, and he will have new
things for us to do in the future.
Winter
Winter is a time of rest for the plant and often it will appear to be dead,
but really, although it may have lost all signs of life, in some cases all
the visible growth dies off, or for a tree it appears to be a stark skeleton,
but it is not dead, but just at rest. This too is necessary part of the cycle
of life. This rest or dormancy is the one which precedes the season of
spring with its active and accelerated growth. It is a time of peaceful
preparation for the drastic demands of growth, a time to rebuild worn
out cells and recondition tired tissues. It is one of the most important
seasons of the year for the plant. Jesus would often withdraw from the
activity of this busy life and take time to be alone with the Father. He
knew the importance of rest. We too need these times when our
physical and spiritual cells can be renewed and reconditioned.
Matthew 11:28-30 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."
Questions
1. Share with the group a word from the Bible that has been
important to your growth.
2. What season are you going through at the moment?
3. How can you rest?
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A process
There can be no fruit until adequate growth has taken place within the
plant itself. A long time passes from the time that seed was first sown
into the ground to when the fruit appears. Seeds themselves do not
bear fruit but they can become fruit-bearing trees if received into the
right environment and given time to grow.
God’s purpose for us as Christians is that we should be fruitful, showing
ourselves to be his disciples and bringing him glory. John 15:8 “This
is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.”
The flower
The first stage in the development of
the fruit is the flower. The flower,
although beautiful, bears no
resemblance to the ripened fruit, and
yet within it, it has the potential to
develop into the fruit. The flower first
needs to be pollinated, so the fruit
can develop.
John 15: 4, 5, 7 & 8 (New King
James Version) “Abide in Me, and
I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, unless it abides
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I am the
vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him,
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. …….If you
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.”
Abiding, keeping a close relationship with Jesus is the secret to us
bearing fruit in due time.
The emerging fruit
A small hard green ball does not seem as if it will become anything, or
look very appetising, and again bears little similarity to the ripe apple,
but with patience the fruit will grow and develop.
Patience is one of the things we have to develop as we wait for our
prayers to be answered, our ministries to be fruitful or even our lives to
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demonstrate Jesus as we should like them to. We should not be
discouraged at these times, or think we shall never get it right. If our
heart is right with God and men, then this is just the “little green ball”
stage we are going through. We shall get there and it is important to
persevere and not to give up!
The ripe fruit
This is the climax of our plant cycle, when the corn’s golden ears are
ripe, or the fruit boughs are laden with sumptuous ripe fruit.
As Christians our seed that was planted so long before will bear fruit:
A life demonstrating the
fruit of the Holy Spirit.
Galatians 5:22&23
“But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control.”
Answers to prayers
People being saved
Ministries being used powerfully by God. Ministry and fruit-bearing
occur not as the product of self-effort but naturally, out of the life of
Jesus within us.
God knows when it is the right season for these things to happen, when
we are able to shoulder the responsibility, when others are also
prepared, and when our deepest desire is to see him glorified.
The harvest
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Harvest was a time for each one
to take their place in bringing in
the ripened fruit. When Jesus
begins to give us a harvest we all
have to be ready to take our
place in bringing in the ripened
fruit. Luke 10:1&2 “After this
the Lord appointed seventytwo others and sent them two
by two ahead of him to every
town and place where he was
about to go. He told them,

"The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Psalm 65 9 -13 God brings the harvest and it is a time of great joy for
everyone.
A cycle of fruitfulness
So our cycle that began as a seed is
complete. But although it is the end, it
is also the beginning, within the fruit
that we have harvested is the promise
of new life, the apple contains the tiny
apple seed, the ear of wheat has
multiplied to become many grains and
next year the cycle will begin once
more. Each stage is so different yet
each one vital.

John 15:16&17 “You did not
choose me, but I chose you
and appointed you to go and
bear fruit—fruit that will last.
Then the Father will give you
whatever you ask in my name.
This is my command:
Love each other.”
Questions
1. Discuss John
15:4&5
2. Encourage each
other by saying
what fruit you can
see developing in
their lives.
3. What are you
doing in the
harvest field?

5th October
12th October
19th October
26th October

Fruitfulness - The Seed
Fruitfulness - The Seedling
Fruitfulness - The Plant
Fruitfulness - The Fruit

During the Sunday morning Service we have:
Crèche: 0 - walking Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11

5th October
12th October 4.30pm
19th October 6.30pm
26th October 6.30pm

No Meeting
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Testimony Evening
Prayer & Praise

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
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