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INTIMACY
For the purposes of this study and, according to the Collins
English Dictionary, intimacy is described as close or warm
friendship or understanding, personal relationship; it may also be
described as familiarity, confidence.
This study will be looking at the close, warm, personal
relationship that Christians can enjoy with their Lord, Saviour and
Friend, Jesus, and how that relationship can be deepened and
strengthened.
This week we shall look at two applications to this word ‘embrace’.
The First Application
“Here I am! I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I
will come in and eat with him,
and he with me.” Revelation
3:19-21.
For the person who responds to
this invitation and opens their
heart to Jesus for the first time,
knowing and feeling his embrace
can be a profoundly moving
experience. The heart swells with love for Jesus and for others, a
previously unknown joy fills the heart and senses, the sky looks
bluer, the grass greener, and the long-forgotten bible on the
bookshelf comes alive where previously it had been seen as a
good book, yet never read.
The bible records several occasions where the disciples were
overcome with joy and worship at seeing Jesus after his death:
John 20:19-20 ‘On the evening of that first day of the week,
when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for
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fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when
they saw the Lord.’
Luke 24:50-53 “When he had led them out to the vicinity of
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into
heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple,
praising God.”
See also Luke 24:13-35, and 36-42.
The Second Application
As a person grows and
matures as a Christian,
there is a desire to deepen
their relationship with Jesus
so that it becomes closer
and more intimate. This
word ‘embrace’ conveys so
much of a positive and personal nature: think of your
relationship with Jesus and consider the following words: hug,
hold, hold in your arms, cuddle, squeeze, hold close, grip, encircle, accept, welcome, adopt, support, include, contain, involve.
To gain some more understanding about this intimate embrace,
we’re going to take a look at the book of Song of Solomon or
Song of Songs. There has been much debate over the meaning
of this book. Some say that it is an allegory of God’s love for
Israel and/or for the church. Others say it is a literal story about
married love. But in reality, it is both – a historical story with two
layers of meaning. On one level we learn about love, marriage,
and sex, and on the other level, we see God’s overwhelming love
for his people. It is worthwhile reading the whole book to gain a
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fuller picture of this love.

Look at the following passages:
Song of Songs 1:2-4 “Let him kiss me with
the kisses of his mouth—for your love is
more delightful than wine. Pleasing is the fragrance of your perfumes; your name is like
perfume poured out. No wonder the maidens
love you! Take me away with you—let us hurry! Let the king bring me into his chambers.”
2:4 “He has taken me to the banquet hall, and his banner
over me is love.”

2:10-13 ‘My lover spoke and said to me, "Arise, my darling,
my beautiful one, and come with me. See! The winter is past;
the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the
season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in
our land. The fig tree forms its early fruit; the blossoming
vines spread their fragrance. Arise, come, my darling; my
beautiful one, come with me." ‘
2:16 “My lover is mine and I am his…”
Questions:
1. Have you responded to Jesus’ invitation and opened your
heart to him?
2. Consider and discuss the bible passages from Song of
Songs. Are these an expression of your relationship with
Jesus?
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3. What can you do to deepen that relationship?

Having considered how intimate our relationship with Jesus is,
this week’s study takes a look at the intimate relationship
between Jesus and one of his disciples, John. John spent three
years with Jesus – it would have been intense, challenging
on-the-job training for his future ministry. John wrote five New
Testament books from which we can gain an understanding of
the closeness of his relationship; the gospel of John, 1, 2 and 3
John and Revelation, and what lessons we can learn in our
desire to deepen our relationship with Jesus.
There are three aspects of this relationship worth exploring:
loving, trusting and leaning.
Loving
Being loved is the most powerful motivation
in the world. Our ability to love is often
shaped by our experience of love. Because
his experience of Jesus’ love was so strong
and personal, John was sensitive to those
words and actions of Jesus that illustrated
how the One, who is love, loved others.
John expressed his relationship to Jesus by
calling himself “the disciple Jesus loved”
(John 21:20).
Trusting
Loving involves trusting. When we know we are loved we are
able to trust – humanly speaking this is not always easy because
we often look for something in return for our love. However,
God’s love is unconditional, if we makes mistakes he still loves
us. Knowing we have this foundation of love helps us to trust him
more and more with our lives. John’s relationship with Jesus developed as he spent time with him – Jesus called John and his
brother James ‘Sons of Thunder’, perhaps because of his
tendency, along with James, to outbursts of selfishness and anger (Luke 9:52-54). In the same way that John had to learn to
trust that Jesus is in control and he knows best, we need to do
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Leaning
As John spent more time with Jesus, we see that he, along with
Peter and James, became one of the inner three disciples, those
closest to Jesus. He took Peter, James and John to a high mountain where he was transfigured before them, see Matthew
17:1-9. See also Mark 14:32-34.
And then we have a glimpse of a
wonderful picture of the intimate
relationship that had developed
between John and Jesus. At the
last supper Jesus shared with his
disciples he had told them he was
about to be betrayed by one of
them. John 13:22-25 says, ‘His
disciples stared at one another,
at a loss to know which of them
he meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter
motioned to this disciple and
said, "Ask him which one he
means." Leaning back against
Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" (NIV). Verse 22 from
The New American Standard version puts it, ”There was reclining on Jesus’ breast one of his disciples whom Jesus
loved.” Think about what it must feel like to recline on Jesus’
breast.
One of the most moving examples of the closeness of John’s relationship with Jesus is shown in John 19: 25-27 ‘Near the
cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw
his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your
son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that
time on, this disciple took her into his home.’
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This song expresses a desire for an intimate relationship with
Jesus and how we can learn to lean on him.
I want to be out of my depth in your love
Feeling your arms so strong around me
Out of my depth in your love
Out of my depth in you
Learning to let you lead
Putting all trust in you
Deeper into your arms
Surrounded by you
Things I had held so tight
Made my security
Give me the strength I need
To simply let go

Questions:
1. How good are you at trusting Jesus?
2. Share an experience of when you trusted Jesus and how
that changed your relationship with him.
3. Are you leaning? Are you reclining on Jesus’ breast?
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Even though many Christians develop that intimate relationship
with Jesus, many also experience times when they feel they’ve
lost their first love and can relate to Revelation 2:4 which says,
“Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first
love.” Read verses 1-7.
These times are often
described as dry, desert,
barren, wilderness
experiences, and can be
times of great frustration,
yet they can be times
when God is doing a
deeper work within us as
we learned in last
month’s study.
Sometimes we become aware that we are simply going through
the motions in our Christian life. There can be several reasons for
this – tiredness, busyness of life, worry, neglecting prayer and
bible reading, some sin or wrong attitude which mars our relationship with Jesus – and little by little we move further away from the
Lord. We need to remember he never moves away from us, in
fact he wants so much to enjoy his relationship with each one of
us. His word is full of expressions of that love and his love never
changes, is never diluted, never runs out.
So what can we do to restore our first love? There are some
clues in the book of Hosea.
Ch.2:14, “therefore I am now going to allure her; I will lead her
into the desert and speak tenderly to her.”
Those words ‘speak tenderly to her’ are the language of love. We
need never fear to come into God’s presence, even when we’ve
felt distant from him.
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Saturday 29th November 2.00 - 4.00pm
Craft afternoon for parents &
children to make cards, gifts and decorations.
Wednesday 10th December 7.30 for 8.00pm
Christmas Meal at the Willow House (adults)
£17.45 - Bookings to Tina
Thursday 11th December
Noah’s Ark Christmas Party
Friday 12th December
Friendship Club Christmas Meal
Sunday 14th December 7.00pm
Town Carol Service - Queens Hall
Sunday 21st December 10.30 - 11.30am
Family Carol Service to include prizegiving
Celebrate Christmas with the whole family
SNOW GUARANTEED!
Thursday 25th December 11.00am - 12noon
Christmas Morning Service
Sunday 28th December 3.00pm
Family Christmas House Party
Singing ~ Games ~ Sketches ~ Party Tea
Please speak to Graham if you can be involved!
Women for the Kingdom will also be having a
Christmas Party - watch out for further details!

NOAH’S ARK 3’s-5’s
Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.30am

Thursday afternoons
1.30 - 3.00pm

£1 per family

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon

£1 per family

MIDWEEK GROUPS

Novembers study:
‘Intimacy’
Groups meet different
days and places
- ask for details
NEW!

Jaco comes from Paarl which is in the wine valley
just outside of Cape Town, South Africa. He
studied theology at the University of Stellenbosch
and specialised in Pastoral care and counselling.
Since 2002 he has been working at The Matthew
Project helping people struggling with drug and
alcohol abuse, specialising in short term
interventions and life coaching. He is presently
busy with a professional doctorate in practical
theology and pastors the local South African
Congregation.

Meet Jaco On November 23rd at 4.30pm
Buffet tea and Children’s Activities included.
January 25th ......... Mark Tuma from Norwich Youth for Christ

Monday morning
November 10th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

SUNDAY 9th NOVEMBER
10.30am REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
at 11.00am we shall pause to remember
those who have given their lives in the
Service of our Nation.
We shall also have a Role of Remembrance
for anyone who has made your life special
but has now died. Names to Angela please.

Countdown to Alpha.............
Don’t miss out..............
Ask for details ..........

RECENT
EVENTS
PHOTOS
Old Time
Music
Hall

Women
for the
Kingdom
Weekend

Coffee, Cake
& Conversation

Ch.6:1-3 "Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to
pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind
up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third
day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence. Let
us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge
him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come
to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the
earth."
Take the following three steps:
1. Repent
If there is some sin or wrong attitude, come before the Lord and
ask for his forgiveness. If we have neglected prayer and bible
reading, make a decision to establish or re-establish a regular
pattern which works for you.
2. Worship
Spend time in
praise and worship;
there’s nothing like
it to lift the spirit
and turn our attention away from ourselves and onto the
Lord.
3. Fellowship
Very often when we go through desert experiences we find that
we also lose our desire to fellowship with other Christians. Determine to spend time with your brothers and sisters, sharing, encouraging, praying together.
Feed on and meditate on some of the wonderful promises in
God’s word. The following verses are suggestions, but find your
own which are meaningful to you and which you can turn to in
times of need.
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How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high and low
among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings. Psalm
36:7
Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. I
will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love
promised to David. Isaiah 55:3
The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved
you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with lovingkindness. Jeremiah 31:3
The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he
will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged." Deut.31:8
O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
you who kill the prophets
and stone those sent to
you, how often I have
longed to gather your
children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, Luke
13:34
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God ; trust also
in me. John 14:1
Place your trust in Jesus to restore that first love.
Questions:
1. Have you lost your first love? Ask the group or another
Christian to pray for you.
2. What can you do to restore your first love?
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3. Make a list of scriptures that are meaningful to you and
keep them in your bible so you can turn to them in times of
need.

This week we’re going to look at how we can ‘abide’ in Jesus so
that we become and remain fruitful branches for him to use. We’ll
also see how pruning plays a part in the development of even
more fruitful branches.
Abiding
John 15:4
“Abide in me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine;
no more can ye, except ye abide
in me.” Kings James Version
“Remain in me, and I will remain
in you. No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the
vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me.” NIV

There are several different words to describe ‘abiding’: remaining,
surviving, enduring, steadfast, unshakable, long-lasting,
permanent. Think of your relationship with Jesus; how do these
words apply? But what does it mean to ‘abide’ or remain in him
and how do we do it?
The secret of the life of Jesus was his contact with his Father;
again and again he withdrew into a solitary place to meet him.
Theirs was a living, loving relationship. All relationships need nurturing otherwise they grow cold. We must keep contact with
Jesus and we can’t do that unless we deliberately take steps to
do it.
We need to stay attached to Jesus to be fruitful branches, or
disciples. It’s obvious that we cannot bear fruit by ourselves,
“…apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:5;
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Jesus said in John 15:1-2:
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts
off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful.”
Christ is the Vine and God is the Gardener who cares for the
branches to make them fruitful. The branches are those of us
who follow Christ and are fruitful through our living union with
him, staying attached and connected to him. We do this by:
1. Doing what he says: “Remind the people to be subject to
rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do
whatever is good…” Titus 3:1
It’s not always easy to be obedient and God will often test us on
this during our Christian walk, but if we stay close to Jesus, remain in him, abide in him, he will strengthen us by his Spirit so
that even the hardest test will seem easier.
2. Continuing in faith: “But you, dear friends, build yourselves
up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.”
Jude 1:20
We are responsible to build ourselves up in our faith by remaining
close to Jesus, enjoying that intimate relationship with him, and
praying in the Spirit, so that we will be sustained on our journey.
3. Relating to the
community of believers,
the body of Christ:
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to
the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and
to prayer. Acts 2:42
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We need each other! Spending time together with brothers and
sisters can bring us much enjoyment and encouragement. Being
positive and building each other up can motivate us to seek after
more of God and take bigger steps of faith for him.
4. Drawing living water from him: Jesus answered her, “If you
knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a
drink you would have asked him and he would have given
you living water.” John 4:10
How much we need to draw on the living water which Jesus
provides. Very often we become dry and can forget he has a
never-ending supply available 24-7! Let’s avail ourselves of
this living water daily.
5. Nourishing ourselves
through him: ‘Then Jesus
declared, "I am the bread
of life. He who comes to
me will never go hungry,
and he who believes in
me will never be thirsty.’
John 6:35

Unfortunately we can take our eyes off Jesus and try to do things
in our own strength when he has provided everything we need.
Let’s do what he says and come to him for that food and drink
that money can’t buy, the living water and the bread of life.
Pruning
When Jesus drew his picture of the vine he knew what he was
talking about. The vine was grown all over Palestine as it still is. It
is a plant which needs a great deal of attention if the best fruit is
to be got out of it. Like the branches of the vine, we need a great
deal of attention if the best fruit is to be got out of us. And some
of that attention involves pruning.
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The vine cannot produce the crop of which it is capable without
drastic pruning – and Jesus knew that.
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts
off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful.
We must bear in mind that
the vine has to be drastically pruned to promote
growth and even fruitful
branches are pruned to
make them more fruitful; in
other words, God must
sometimes discipline us to
strengthen our character
and faith. We should not .
fear this pruning process but see it is as God’s way of shaping
and moulding us to be more like his Son
"Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise
the discipline of the Almighty.” Job 5:17
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness…”
2 Timothy 3:16
What are the results of abiding in Christ and enduring the pruning
process?
“This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” John 15:8
Questions:
1. Share with the group your understanding of the word
‘abiding’.
2. Are you aware of fruit in your Christian life?
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3. Discuss the value of the pruning process.

As we draw this study on Intimacy with Christ to a close, it cannot
be complete without a section on rejoicing. Having drawn closer
to Jesus, having learned to lean on him, abide in him, maybe
having our first love restored, it is good to remind ourselves how
much we have to rejoice about.
Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
These are the words of the apostle Paul, a man who experienced
an incredible transformation from a persecutor of Christians to a
preacher for Christ. In that process he faced many hardships, but
through it all he rejoiced in his Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ.

The word ‘rejoice’ can also be described as: celebrate, express
joy, exult, be glad, delight. Why not have a group meal and rejoice together? If you’re not part of a group invite someone round
for a meal. Make the mealtime together fun, tell each other some
funny stories, laugh together and celebrate. Spend some time
sharing with each other what Jesus means to you.
As part of your rejoicing, at the end of the meal have some bread
and wine and share that together as you remember all that Jesus
has done for you, giving him your thanks, praise and worship.
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Nov 2nd
Nov 9th Remembrance Sunday
Nov 16th
Nov 23rd
Nov 30th

The embrace
Learning to Lean
Restoring First Love
Abiding
Rejoicing

During the Sunday morning Service we have:
Crèche: 0 - walking Tiny tots: walking - 4½
King’s Kids : 4½ - 11

Nov 2nd
Nov 9th
Nov 16th
Nov 23rd
Nov 30th

Prayer School – Final session 6.30pm
Prayer Meeting 6.30pm
Prayer Meeting 6.30pm
Coffee, Cake & Conversation –
Jaco Beukes 4.30pm
No Meeting

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Incorporated. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

