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We often hear talk about people having a good
attitude or a bad attitude and yet all we see is
behaviour. Certainly that behaviour may
portray or betray an attitude that belongs to
someone, yet attitudes are a thing of the heart
and only the Lord sees our heart.
1 Samuel 16:7
“But the
LORD said to
Samuel, "Do
not consider
his
appearance or
his height, for I
have rejected
him. The LORD
does not look
at the things
man looks at.
Man looks at
the outward
appearance,
but the LORD
looks at the
heart." “
We want our attitudes to be right and therefore we should look at the
word of God which is able to judge our attitudes and, with the help of
the Holy Spirits, enable us to become the person God intended, reaching our full standing in God.
Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart.”
Read the whole chapter of Hebrews 4 and as you begin this study pray
and ask that the Holy Spirit helps us judge our own attitudes through
God’s word.
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The following scriptures indicate that our surrender to God is not
passive but the active embracing of his will for us as we are and have
been made, yet always being willing to be changed to an ever
increasing likeness to Jesus and his attitudes.
Job 33:6 “I am just like you before God; I too have been
taken from clay.”
Jeremiah 18: 1-6 “This is the word that came to Jeremiah
from the LORD: "Go down to the potter's house, and there I
will give you my message." So I went down to the potter's
house, and I saw him working at
the wheel. But the pot he was
shaping from the clay was marred in
his hands; so the potter formed it
into another pot, shaping it as
seemed best to him. Then the word
of the LORD came to me: "O house
of Israel, can I not do with you as
this potter does?" declares the
LORD. "Like clay in the hand of the
potter, so are you in my hand, O
house of Israel.”
Isaiah 45:9-10 “Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to
him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the
ground. Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making?' Does your work say, 'He has no hands'? Woe to him
who says to his father, 'What have you begotten?' or to his
mother, 'What have you brought to birth?'”
Isaiah 64: 8 “Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the
clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.
2 Corinthians 4: 7 “But we have this treasure in jars of clay
to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not
from us.”
We are the clay in the hands of no ordinary potter, we are being
moulded by God into something beautiful and we should remember that
God doesn’t make mistakes.
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The story of Jeremiah’s visit to the potter’s house shows us something
about the clay. It had some defects; perhaps there was a hard lump in
the clay that ruined the pot. The potter had to make something different
with the clay because of its nature or quality.
These hard lumps can be likened to stones such as kidney stones or
gall stones. They can cause a lot of pain and make someone unable to
function. Speak to someone who has had either kidney stones or gall
stones and ask them what the pain is like.
Jeremiah understands that
God is the potter of nations
and is sovereign in his work,
yet if a nation was to renounce
its previous ways, repent, then
God would relent.
Unfortunately humanity is not
as malleable as clay, and the
human heart can harden itself
against the ways of God.
Questions:
1. Think of ways in which people harden their hearts to the
directions, promptings and commands of God.
2. Discuss the following “to
think that God made a mistake when we were born,
or that we need no improvement is to harden
your heart.”
3. What hard bits or wrong
attitudes hold you back
from being all that God intended?
4. How do I flush out and
remove the hard lumps in
my heart?
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Matthew 21:18-22 Early in the morning, as he was on his way back
to the city, he was hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went
up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it,
"May you never bear fruit again!" Immediately the tree withered.
When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig
tree wither so quickly?" they asked.
Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not
doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also
you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,'
and it will be done. If you believe, you will receive whatever you
ask for in prayer."
Mark also tells this story (Mark 11: 1214, 20, 21) but with one basic difference. In Matthew the withering of the fig
tree takes place at once. (The
Authorized Version has: "And presently
the fig tree withered away." In
Elizabethan English presently meant
immediately, at that present moment.
The Greek is parachrema, which the
Revised Standard Version translates at
once, and which Moffatt translates
instantly.)
It is necessary to understand the growing and fruit-bearing habits of fig trees.
The fig tree was the favourite of all trees. The picture of the Promised
Land was the picture of “a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig
trees" (Deuteronomy 8: 8).
Pomegranates and figs were part of the treasures which the spies
brought back to show the rich fertility of the land (Numbers 13: 23).
The picture of peace and prosperity which is common to every part of the
Old Testament is the picture of a time when every man will sit under his
own vine and his own fig tree (l Kings 4: 25; Micah 4: 4; Zechariah 3:
10).
The picture of the wrath of God is the picture of a day when he would
smite and destroy the fig trees (Psalm 105: 33; Jeremiah 8: 13; Hosea
2:12). The fig tree is the very symbol of fertility and peace and prosperity.
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The tree itself is a handsome tree; it can be three feet thick in its trunk.
It grows to a height of from fifteen to twenty feet; and the spread of its
thick branches can be twenty-five to thirty feet. It was, therefore, much
valued for its shade.
It is the fig tree's way of bearing fruit that is of interest. The fig tree is
unique in that it bears two full crops in the year. The first is borne on the
old wood. Quite early in the year little green knobs appear at the end of
the branches. They are called Paggim and they will one day be the figs.
These fruit buds come in April but they are quite inedible. Another
unique thing about the fig is that it is in full fruit and full leaf and full
flower all at the same time; that happens by June. No fig tree ever bore
fruit in April; that is far too early. The process is then repeated with the
new wood; and the second crop comes in September.
The strangest thing about this story is twofold. First, it tells of a fig tree
in full leaf in April. Jesus was at Jerusalem for the Passover; the
Passover fell on 15th April; and this incident happened a week before.
The second thing is that Jesus looked for figs on a tree where no figs
could possibly be; and Mark says, “For it was not the season for
figs" (Mark 11: 13).
One explanation is that Jesus, as the prophets of old, used a dramatic
act to symbolise what he was teaching so that the message would be
driven home. If this was a symbolic action, it was meant to teach
something. What it was meant to teach was two things about the
Jewish nation.
First, the failure to realise our purpose invites disaster:
The nation of Israel had been brought into existence for one reason
and one reason only, that from it there might come God's Anointed
One. He had come; the nation had failed to recognize him; more, they
were about to crucify him. The nation had failed in its function which
was to welcome God's Son, therefore the nation was doomed.
Failure to realise the purpose of God brings necessary disaster.
Everyone in this world is judged in terms of usefulness. Even if a
person is helpless on a bed, he can be of the greatest use by patient
example and by prayer. No one need be useless; and he who is
useless is heading for disaster.
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Secondly, It taught that profession without practice is condemned.
The tree had leaves; the leaves were a claim to have figs; the tree had
no figs; its claim was false; therefore it was doomed.
The Jewish nation professed faith in God; but in practice they were out
for the blood of God's Son; therefore they stood condemned.
Profession without practice was not only the curse of the Jews; it has
been throughout the ages the curse of the Church.
During his early days in Pretoria, South Africa Gandhi enquired into
Christianity. For several Sundays he attended a Christian Church, but,
he says, "the congregation did not strike me as being particularly
religious; they were not an assembly of devout souls, but appeared
rather to be worldly minded people going to Church for recreation and
in conformity to custom." He, therefore, concluded that there was
nothing in Christianity which he did not already possess and so Gandhi
was lost to the Christian church with incalculable consequences to
India and the World. (William Barclay, The Daily Bible Study)
Luke doesn’t tell the story of the fig
tree but in Luke 13:6-9 he relates a
parable that Jesus tells (read Luke
13:6-9).
What we see is the graciousness of
God in the failure of the fig tree to
fulfil its promise. It is the same with
us; Jesus tenderly nurtures us and
provides for us that we may fulfil the
promise of God in our lives.
Question:
1. Is there a moral (ethical) question about the actions of Jesus in
destroying the fig tree or is there a moral (lesson) for us to
learn?
2. When did you last forget the purpose for which you were
created?
3. What are the purposes for which you were created?
4. Give an example of how you or the church has failed to practice
what it preaches?
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NOAH’S ARK
Toddler & Baby Group meets Thursdays 9.30 - 11.30am
3’s - 5’s (with younger siblings) meets Thursdays
1.30 - 3.00pm
Cost £1 per family

JPEG’S Photographic Club
The place
to be.......
Meets Fridays
10.00am - 12noon
Pop in for a drink and a chat

Wednesday
25th February
8.00pm
Gallery photos:
animals

Coffee, Cake &
Conversation
Come and hear Nick Nundy
share his story on Sunday
February 22nd at 4.30pm
Buffet tea and children’s
activities included

Sunday 8th February 4.30pm
Come and see a presentation of
WPC in 2008 - Buffet tea included
This event is for the whole family

Monday morning
February 9th

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

Coming soon ..... watch out for more details next month

Speaker:

10.00am - 4.00pm
Cost £10 including
lunch
Bookings to Terrie Thomas

Guest
Speaker

Associate Minister at
The Bridge Church, Bolton

September 18th - 20th
LETTON HALL,
Cost £88.50
Bookings to Terrie Thomas

There has been a debate as to the genuineness of this passage that is
found in only one of the 7 Uncial manuscripts dated between the 4th
and 6th centuries. The most common argument against its inclusion is
that the type of language used is not consistent with the way that John
writes and it is also said that Jesus appears to condone sin in the
passage.
Yet the story is clearly true and historically
reliable, even though it may disturb the
perceived rules of behaviour for the time. In
York Minster there is an ornamental boss on
the vaulted ceiling. Originally it showed Jesus
being breast fed by Mary, but when the
Victorians renovated that area of the Minster
they felt that the display was too graphic for
public viewing, so changed the design to show
Jesus being bottle fed by Mary.
Let us examine the scripture.

The Baby Jesus bottle
fed in the stable

John 8: 1-11 “But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he
appeared again in the temple courts; where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. The teachers of
the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.
They made her stand before the group and said to Jesus,
"Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you
say?" They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a
basis for accusing him.
But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his
finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up
and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the
first to throw a stone at her." Again he stooped down and wrote on
the ground.
At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where
are they? Has no one condemned you?"
"No one, sir," she said.
"Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now
and leave your life of sin."”
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The teaching session of Jesus is interrupted by the arrival of scribes
and Pharisees who were dragging a woman caught in adultery. They
had been angered by the success of Jesus and frustrated by their
failure to trap him. They seized upon this opportunity to embarrass him
before the people.
The question that Jesus asked and what he wrote in the dirt had the
effect of shifting attention from himself and the woman to her accusers.
Conscience began its work and they left one by one, the eldest first.
Perhaps, the older we are the more aware we become of our own sin.
Eventually, only the two stood there. She is released, not declared
innocent, but released because no brought a charge against her.
She must have been surprised to meet a man who was more interested
in saving her than exploiting her and in forgiving her than condemning
her.
Contrast the attitude of the scribes and Pharisees to that of Jesus.
Contrast their motivation against that of Jesus. We should forgive other
people just as Jesus did.
Matthew 6 verse 12, part of the Lords Prayer says, “Forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” The sentence really is
asking God to forgive us in the same proportion to the way that we forgive others. We can see that forgiveness is an important heart attitude.
What does "to forgive" mean? Vines
Dictionary says "to send forth, send
away, to remit or forgive a debt or sin"
and again "to bestow a favour
unconditionally, is used of the act of
forgiveness whether divine or human"
and again "denotes a dismissal, release,
it is used of the remission of sins". Well
then, when we forgive we send away,
loose or release the 'sin', the punishment or penalty is remitted, that is cancelled in the act of forgiveness; this is
not just the debt of the sinner but also
the penalty of unforgiveness. This is why
forgiving people is healthy and healthgiving. Let us look at the principles that
will help us understand forgiveness.
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1. God is God we are not!
We often judge ourselves
more harshly than we
should. Yes our aim is to be
like Jesus (i.e. perfect) but in
my experience I have met
no one who remotely
matches up to him. We may
well want to forgive people
but we need God's help to
do it. In fact, just as we love
because he first loved us
(1 John 4:19).
We can forgive because we have been forgiven. Without God's
forgiveness we cannot easily forgive and can remain in a "stuck place"
torturing ourselves with resentments and hatreds.
2. Forgiveness is a fact! God's forgiveness is a fact received by faith
that affects our feelings. Our forgiveness is also a fact, it happened in a
point of time, when we forgave and spoke out our forgiveness
(speaking out our forgiveness is important whether in prayer or to the
person concerned). When our feelings point us back to the hurt or
transgression against us, we must allow, even encourage, our faith to
point to the fact that we forgave (released away from us the feelings of
hurt) at that time past.
3. Forgiveness is not forgetfulness! Forgiveness is often portrayed
as forgetfulness in Christian circles but it is not. A friend had a bad cut
on his hand that would not heal; we found that he was continually reopening the wound so as not to forget. However had he allowed the
wound to heal immediately he would
still have a scar to remind him of the
wound. The emotional or
actual wound may be as small as
some slight, like not being greeted at
church, or as damaging as a
violent attack. As we forgive a
healing takes place but the scar or
memory is still there however now it
does not hurt or restrict. As forgiven
people we have the power to be
pro-active in our own healing process.
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4. Forgiveness is not licence! As Christians we must learn to love
(agape) the sinner but hate the sin. When a person continues in their
sin we must still love (agape) them but hate the sin. Agape, a biblical
Greek word for love, is described by William Barclay as "unconquerable
benevolence", unconquerable in the sense that it is not deterred or
determined by the actions of the recipient, while benevolence is from
the Latin "bene volo" to well wish, to want the best for someone. Jesus
never expected or asked us to love everyone in the same way; the
Greek biblical word Philia describes the love for our closest friend, our
nearest and dearest.
Forgiveness, therefore, is an act
of unconditional love, it is not
dependent on the person, their
attitudes, or their behaviour. It is
important to remember that when
love excludes the sinner it has
become legalism and when love
condones the sin it has become
licence. Our forgiveness of others
should not and is not conditional
upon them, but something we are
empowered to do.
5. Forgiveness is liberty! I have spoken of people being in a stuck
place, restricted in their ability to be themselves with God and others;
they become spectators of life rather than participators in the fullness of
life. The burden of guilt with its accompanying shame, or the burden of
hurt with its companions anger and frustration, must be lifted if we are
to experience freedom.
The lead character in the film “Tuesdays with Morrie” says as he lies
dying, “Forgive everyone everything”.
Questions:
1. When was the last time you forgave someone? Are you able to
share how it felt?
2. What are the positives for the person who forgives?
3. Have you ever changed something to make it more palatable to
others?
4. Is unforgiveness a sign of immaturity?
5. Read the Lord’s prayer and discuss the meaning of verse 12. 13

John 12:1-8 Six days
before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where Lazarus
lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was
given in Jesus' honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was among
those reclining at the table with him.
Then Mary took
about a pint of
pure nard, an
Expensive
perfume; she
poured it on
Jesus' feet and
wiped his feet with
her hair. And the
house was filled
with the fragrance
of the perfume.
But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray
him, objected, "Why wasn't this perfume sold and the money
given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages. "He did not say
this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief;
as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was
put into it. "Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that
she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me."
If we truly want our attitudes to be right we should look at the word of
God which is able to judge our attitudes, and with the Holy Spirit’s help
enable us to become the person God intended, reaching our full standing in God. If we compare the way that we approach worship on a Sunday morning or in the quiet of our own special place, and the way that
Mary showed her adoration for Jesus, how would we measure up?
We see three things about Mary’s love for Jesus.
1. We see love’s extravagance
Mary took the most precious thing that she possessed and
spent it all on Jesus. Love does not count the cost; rather its
only regret is that it cannot give more.
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2.

We see love’s humility
It was a sign of honour to anoint a person’s head with oil. Psalm
23:5 says “you anoint my head with oil.” But Mary would not
look to the head of Jesus; she anointed his feet. The last thing
that Mary thought was to confer honour upon Jesus; she never
thought she was good enough for that.
3. We see love’s unselfconsciousness
She wiped his feet with her hair. In Palestine no respectable
woman would be seen in public with her hair unbound. In fact,
unbound hair was the sign of an immoral woman. But Mary never thought about that; she was in love with Jesus and nothing
else mattered.

There is a song that describes love’s unselfconsciousness:
“Jesus take me as I am, I can come no other way. Take me deeper into
you; make my flesh life melt away.”
Questions:
1. Give an example of when love
has been extravagant.
2. Give an example of
when love has shown humility.
3. Give an example of when love
has been unselfconscious.
4. What frightens you or others
about loving people?

We ask everyone to please help us to provide
support and comfort for our Church family and
friends by letting us know when people are
unwell or in hospital.
Contact Chris and Angela on 01953 881424
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1st Feb
8th Feb
15th Feb
22nd Feb

Clay in the Potters Hand
The Unproductive Fig Tree
The Woman in Adultery
The Woman who Worshipped

During the Sunday morning Service we have a
special programme of activities for children

1st Feb: 6.30pm
8th Feb: 4.30pm
15th Feb: 6.30pm
22nd Feb: 4.30pm

Unity Service - St. Mary’s Church
Extra General Meeting
- Tea and presentation
Prayer Service
Coffee Cake & Conversation
With Nick Nundy from Norwich

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

