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Festivals and Feasts of the Old Testament
In Leviticus 23 we have the seven feasts given by the Lord to the
Israelites; “These are my appointed feasts, the feasts of the Lord, which
you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies.” (NIV) These are God’s
feasts given by Him to His people.
The words used in Hebrew for ‘feast’ are
‘moed’ -solemn, appointed place and time
and
‘chagag’ –celebrate, dance, move in a circle
So the ‘Feasts of the Lord’ are for an appointed people, at
appointed times and at an appointed place. In the Old Testament
history of the Jewish nation King Jereboam received harsh
condemnation from God for changing the time and place of one of the
feasts. (1 Kings 12: 26-33)
The Feasts of God
1 The Feast of Passover - Pesah
A one-day festival beginning at twilight on the 14th day of the first
month (Nisan), remembering freedom from slavery.
2 The Feast of Unleavened Bread
From the 15th day of the first month for seven days.
3 The Feast of Firstfruits
A one-day festival on the day after the sabbath during the seven days
of the feast of unleavened bread.
This is the start of the barley harvest (The first crop to be harvested)
4 The Feast of Weeks – Shavuot
A one-day festival exactly seven weeks (Deut 16: 9) after the day of
‘Firstfruits,’ celebrating the giving of ‘The Law – The Torah’ and the
beginning of the wheat harvest.
5 The Feast of Trumpets
A one-day festival calling the nation to repentance on the 1st day of the
seventh month (Tishri)
6 The Day of Atonement – Yom Kippur
A one-day fast on the 10th day of the seventh month, for the atonement
of the sins of the nation.
7 The Feast of Tabernacles – Sukkoth
A seven-day festival (with an extra Sabbath) from the 15th to the 21st
day of the seventh month, celebrating the end of all the harvests and
remembering the time spent in tents after leaving Egypt. A time of
rejoicing.
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Week 1- The PASSOVER
In Exodus chapter 12 God gives Moses the instructions to the
Israelite nation for leaving Egypt and their slavery, and how to be
saved from the last plague. The calendar was to be reset and this
was to be the first month. On the tenth day of the month, a lamb
that was a year old and without defect (spot or blemish) was to
be carefully selected and looked after until the fourteenth day
when it must be killed at twilight.
Some of its blood was to be
put on the sides and top of
the door-frames of their
houses and the meat roasted
and eaten with bitter herbs.
The meal was to be eaten in
haste with the nation in their
traveling clothes ready to
leave Egypt at once. God
was going to pass through
Egypt and strike down every
firstborn – men and animals,
but He said “when I see the
blood I will pass over you”.
The Israelite nation were
instructed to:
‘commemorate this
day for generations
to come and
celebrate it as a
festival to the Lord
as a lasting
ordinance’
Ex 12:14. (NIV)
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Jesus himself celebrated the Passover feast with his disciples.
During the meal he broke bread and passed around a cup of
wine and asked his disciples to “Do this and remember Me”.

Questions:-
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1. Jesus is referred to
today as “our Passover
Lamb” Why?
2. The Hebrew word for
“without defect” implies
innocence. How many
people confirmed the
innocence of Jesus before
His death? Can you name
them? Mt 27: 18-19; Lk
23: 13-15; Mt 26: 59-60;
Mt 27: 54; Lk 23: 41;
Mt 27: 4.

As with the Passover, the feast of Unleavened bread was
instituted prior to the exodus from Egypt. The main observance
was the abstention of the use of leaven (yeast). It is also the first
of the three pilgrimage feasts - (Unleavened Bread, Weeks and
Tabernacles), where all Jewish men were required to present
themselves before the Lord at the temple
(Ex 23: 14-17; 34: 18-23; Dt 16: 16; 2 Chr 8: 13).

Jesus journeyed to Jerusalem for each of these feasts in keeping
with this requirement. It was on one such pilgrimage as a boy,
that he stayed behind in the temple and was in discussion with
the temple teachers. The feast lasts for seven days with a special
Sabbath on the first and last days.
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Today leaven is seen as a symbol of sin and in the New Testament it is used as a picture of specific sinful attitudes :The ‘leaven of Herod’ - worldliness (Mk 8: 15; 6: 14-28)
The ‘leaven of the Sadducees’ - unbelief (Mt 16: 6-12)
The ‘leaven of the Pharisees’ - hypocrisy (Mt 16: 6-12)
The ‘leaven of Corinth’ - immorality (1 Cor 5: 1-13)
The ‘leaven of Galatia’ - legalism (Gal 5: 9)

To the Jewish people
unleavened bread is a
symbol of freedom as it is
the food that was taken
with them when they left
the slavery of Egypt. Jesus
was without sin and he
came to set us free from
slavery to sin.

In John 6: 35 Jesus declares “I am the bread of life..” having
just performed a miracle of feeding five thousand with five loaves
and two fish. As John writes in verse 4 “the Jewish Passover
Feast was near” it is almost certain that the loaves Jesus
blessed and broke that day were unleavened bread.

Questions:1. Unleavened bread
is a picture of Jesus.
Why?
2. How does that
relate to our Christian
experience today?
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Coffee, Cake &
Conversation
with
Katrice King
Sunday 24th May 4.30pm
“At present I am a speaker for Christian Aid, God has
planted in me a heart for mission and overseas development.
I have recently finished a Masters degree in Water and
Environmental Engineering and I plan to use this expertise
to develop water resources overseas. Since my salvation
God has been the light in my darkness and he has truly
transformed me from the inside out. I now have a fire in my
heart that I pray everyday he will use me to undertake his
good works in this world.”

Buffet Tea & Children’s Activities

Sunday 7th June 10.30 - 11.30am
With Joella Nash
Stories ~ Singing ~ Puppets
Fun for the whole family Don’t miss out!

NOAH’S ARK
THURSDAY GROUPS
Toddler & Baby Group: 9.30 - 11.15am
3’s - 5’s: 1.30 - 3.00pm - Cost £1 per family
NEW - NOAH’S ARK SUNDAY!
Meets during the Sunday morning service at 10.30am
for the under 5’s - admission FREE!
BIBLE STORIES ~ CRAFTS ~ ACTIVITIES ~ PLAY

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Thursday 7th May 8.00pm - Portrait workshop
- Cost £1
Gallery Photo: Night picture

6th May
‘How can we have faith?’
13th May
‘Why and how do I pray?’

20th May
‘Why and how do I read the Bible?’
27th May
‘How does God guide us?’

Wednesdays 7.00pm in the Church - Meal included!

Saturday 30th May: ‘HOLY SPIRIT DAY’
See Roger for details

Monday morning
11th May

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Wednesday evenings - Alpha
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

The place
to be.......
Meets Fridays
10.00am - 12noon
Friday 15th May
Table Top Sale
Pop in for a drink
and a chat
See Terrie for details

Guest
Speaker

Associate Minister at
The Bridge Church, Bolton

September 18th - 20th
LETTON HALL,
Cost £88.50
BOOK NOW

This feast is the last in the first group of three feasts, known as
the ‘Season of our freedom’. It was the opportunity to thank God
for the barley crop which ripened during this season. In
accordance with the biblical instruction (Lev 23: 9-14) a sheaf of
barley was brought to the temple and ‘waved’ or ‘offered up’ to
the Lord on the ‘day after the sabbath’ that occurred during the
feast of Unleavened Bread. As soon as that day arrived, a reaper
accompanied by crowds of onlookers, would go into the barley
field with a sickle and basket and cut the first sheaf, which was
then joyously carried into the temple and offered up before the
altar. This offering released the nation’s barley for harvest during
the next forty nine days, as the harvest could not begin until this
offering had been made.
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The nation of Israel was familiar with the concept of ‘first fruits’, or
‘firstborn’. The ‘first’ was always the foremost, the choicest, the
best of all that was to follow. The ‘first fruits’ were 'holy to the
Lord’, and if given to Him then blessing would follow.
(Dt 26: 1-15)
Jesus was the fulfillment of Passover as ‘The Lamb of God’
Jesus was the fulfillment of The Week of Unleavened Bread as
the pure and sinless Bread of Life, broken for us.

Question:1. How was Jesus the fulfillment of the Day of First Fruits?
(1 Cor 15: 20)
2. What ‘firstfruits’ can we offer to God?
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The Feast of Trumpets is the first of three feasts in ‘The season
or our rejoicing’ – Trumpets, Atonement and Tabernacles. They
take place in the seventh Jewish month (Tishri). This being a
sabbatical month (ie. what the 7th day is to the week, so Tishri the
7th month is to the year). This feast takes place on the first day of
the month, a special Sabbath commemorated with trumpet blasts
(Lev 23: 23). The blowing of the trumpets on this day was a call
to prepare for the coming ‘Day of Atonement’ in ten days time,
the day of national cleansing, and the joyous feast of
Tabernacles that followed.
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There are two types of trumpets mentioned in the Bible:
Silver Trumpets to be used for calling the community together, on
going into battle and as a memorial over sacrifices at appointed
feasts and festivals. (Num 10:1-12)
The ram’s horn
Trumpet - Shofar.
Traditionally this was
the trumpet blown on
the day of the Feast
of Trumpets. The
shofar also announced the coronation of a new king –
Solomon (1 Ki 1:
34,39) Jehu (2 Ki 9:
13) Joash (2 Ki 11:
12-14) Absalom (2
Sam 15: 10). See
also Josh 6: 4;
Ps 81: 3
Trumpets were also used in worship 1Chr 13: 8; 15; 24. 2Chr 5:
12-14; 29: 27;Ps 98: 6.
A future prophetic use – “At the last trumpet the dead will be
raised imperishable” (1 Cor 5: 52)NIV. “The Lord Himself will
come down from heaven…. with the trumpet call of God”
(1 Thess 4: 16)NIV
Question:1. Why do you think that this feast is in ‘The season of rejoicing’?
2. What have we got to rejoice about today?
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The timing for this feast is related directly to the feast of Firstfruits. “From the day after the Sabbath, the day you brought
the sheaf of the wave offering (feast of Firstfruits) .. count off
fifty days up to the day of the seventh Sabbath, and then
present an offering of new grain to the Lord.” (Lev 23: 1516)NIV. The Hebrew word for ‘weeks’ is Shavuot and the Greek
word Pentecost meaning ‘fiftieth’ was used by the
Greek speaking Jews of New-Testament times. The Feast of
Weeks marked the end of the barley harvest and the beginning of
the wheat and fruit harvests. As with the sheaf of firstfruits in the
barley harvest offered during Passover week so now the firstfruits
of the wheat harvest are brought to the Lord as an offering
together with the burnt and drink offerings required in Lev 23:
15-21. This time is also known as the ‘season of the giving of the
law’ by the Israelite nation. God completed His people’s removal
from Egypt by giving them His Law that we call today ‘The Ten
Commandments’. On the “Day of Pentecost” God gave the Holy
Spirit to the world as Jesus had promised, making the
resurrection of Jesus complete.
Question:1. Compare Ex 19: 16-19 to Acts 2: 2-3 and Ex 32: 28 to Acts
2: 41
2. What does ‘Pentecost’ mean to us today?
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For additional study –
The Day of Atonement
This is the most solemn of all the feast days’
a day for individual, national and sanctuary
cleansing. On this day two goats were
taken, one sacrificed and the other released
into the desert symbolically bearing the sins
of the people. A day of fasting and
repentance and asking God for forgiveness.
Lev 23: 26-32. Lev 16. Num 29: 7-11.
Heb 8. 9. and 10.
The Feast of Tabernacles
This is the last of the three festivals in the ‘season of our
rejoicing. At the end of the harvest season when all the crops
were gathered in, seven days were to be set aside for rejoicing to
the Lord. From the 15th to the 21st Tishri, the seventh month, the
people were to leave their houses and live in booths (sukkoth)
and rejoice before the Lord. A reminder of the time spent in the
desert after leaving Egypt.
During the time of Jesus, on each day of the feast days the
priests would go in procession to the pool of Bethesda and fill a
flask with water, this was brought back to the temple and poured
out on the altar. “On the last and greatest day of the feast
Jesus stood up and said “If anyone is thirsty let him come to
me and drink”(Jn 7: 37.)” Another daily ritual was to light the
four huge lampstands in the temple at dusk, (in the court of
women) and extinguish them following morning. After they had
been put out for the last time that year “Jesus spoke again to
the people “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”
(Jn 8: 12)”
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‘Festivals & Feasts’
3rd May
10th May
17th May
24th May
31st May

Morning Service - ‘Passover’
Morning Service - ‘Unleavened Bread’
Morning Service - ‘First Fruits’
Morning Service - ‘Trumpets’
Morning Service - ‘Pentecost’
Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

3rd May
10th May
17th May
24th May
31st May

6.30pm
6.30pm
4.30pm

NO SERVICE
Prayer Service
Prayer Service
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
NO SERVICE

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

