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Week 1 Amazing Grace – John Newton (1725-1807)
Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound)
That sav’d a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
Composed probably
between 1760 and 1770 in
Olney, ”Amazing Grace”
was possibly one of the
hymns written for a weekly
service. The origin of the
melody is unknown,
although it has been
attributed to an early
American folk tune.
Through the years other
writers have composed
additional verses, and
possibly verses from other
Newton hymns have been
added.
However, there are six stanzas that appeared, with minor spelling
variations, in both the first edition in 1779 and the 1808 edition,
the one nearest the date of Newton’s death.
Key Word: Grace. The dictionary* describes grace: an act of or
disposition to kindness or clemency; approval, favour. Unmerited
Divine assistance given to human beings for their regeneration or
sanctification. A state of being pleasing to God.
Question: What does the phrase “amazing grace” mean to you
personally?
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So what prompted John Newton to write these words? What was
his inspiration? Was he writing about himself? Was this his
personal experience? His epitaph reads:
JOHN NEWTON, Clerk [preacher]
Once an infidel and libertine
A servant of slaves in Africa,
Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour JESUS
CHRIST,
restored, pardoned and appointed to preach
the Gospel which he had long laboured to destroy.
He ministered, Near sixteen years in Olney, in Bucks,
And twenty eight years in this Church.
To briefly summarize his
life story: His mother died
when he was six. She had
been the only source of
spiritual input. He was
then brought up by his
father, who had no
spiritual conviction. After a
brief time in the Royal
Navy, Newton began his
career in slave trading.
The turning point in his life was a violent storm that occurred one
night while at sea. Moments after he left the deck, the crewman
who had taken his place was swept overboard. Although he
manned the vessel for the remainder of the storm, he later
commented that, throughout the storm, he realized his
helplessness and concluded that “only the grace of God could
save him”. Prodded by what he had read in Thomas à Kempis'
Imitation of Christ, Newton took his first step toward accepting
faith.
Question: Can you recall a time in your life when you had to
depend totally upon God?
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These incidents and his
1750 marriage to Mary
Catlett changed Newton
significantly. On his slave
voyages, he encouraged
the sailors under his
charge to pray. He also
began to ensure that every
member of his crew
treated their human cargo
with gentleness and
concern.
However, it would be another 40 years until Newton openly
challenged the trafficking of slaves.
For the rest of his life he observed the anniversary of May 10,
1748 as the day of his conversion. And it seems that from this
experience John Newton wrote the words of Amazing Grace.
John Newton also wrote other hymns, which are still loved and
sung today: “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” and
”Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken.”
This hymn has been recorded by many artists, including Judy
Collins, Crystal Gayle, Kylie Minogue, Aretha Franklin, Joan Baez
and Hayley Westenra. In 1972 The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards
version was at number one in the U.K. charts for 5 weeks.
Question: With our comfortable 21st
century lifestyle, is it really possible for
us to completely trust God?
Question: Why does this hymn stir our
emotions so much?
Question: Why do you think a hymn
written almost 300 years ago is still
relevant today?
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Week 2 Blessed Assurance –
Fanny (Frances) Jane Crosby (1820-1915)
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.
Chorus:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Saviour all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Saviour all the day long.
Key Word: Assurance. The dictionary* describes assurance: the
quality or state of being certain; freedom from doubt. Confidence
of mind or manner; excessive self-confidence.
Question: What does the phrase “blessed assurance” mean to
you personally?
Frances Crosby (usually known as
Fanny), was born in Putnam
County, New York. Her parents,
John and Mercy Crosby, were poor.
At six weeks old, she caught a cold
and developed inflammation of the
eyes. The family doctor wasn’t
available, and the doctor who came
in his place recommended hot
mustard poultices as treatment.
This blinded her.
Her father died when she was one
year old, so she was raised by her
mother and grandmother. Because
her mother was busy making a
living for them, it was her grandmother who became the main influence in her life. She introduced her to the Bible, and
encouraged her to memorize long passages. She began to study
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the Scriptures, and it is said
that, as a child, she could
repeat from memory the
Pentateuch (first five books of
the bible), the book of Ruth,
many of the Psalms, the
books of Proverbs, Song of
Solomon, and much of the
New Testament!
Question: Apart from a parent, can you think of one person who
has been influential in your life?
She married Alexander Van Alstyne, a blind musician and fellow
teacher, in 1858, and at his insistence, she kept her maiden
name. They had one daughter, Francis, who died while a baby.
Alexander died on July 19, 1902.
It seems that Fanny Crosby was never bitter about her blindness.
She is reputed to have said to her mother: “mother, if I had a
choice, I would still choose to remain blind...for when I die, the
first face I will ever see will be the face of my blessed Saviour."
She composed her poems and hymns entirely in her mind and
then dictated them to someone else. She was said to work
mentally on as many as twelve hymns
at once before dictating them all.
Unlike John Newton, who
experienced God’s protection and
deliverance from adversity, Fanny did
not receive a miraculous healing from
blindness. She knew only six weeks of
normal vision, and was then plunged
into a world of physical darkness. Yet
she became a person who personally
new Jesus Christ, the “light of the
world”. Her sight was completely
spiritual.
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The bible doesn’t use the word assurance much; but it does deal
with the principle of assurance. Colossians 2 v.2 speaks of “the
full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ…” To know something or someone fully gives us assurance, a freedom of mind,
and confidence. Fanny Crosby’s assurance was that “Jesus is
mine”. She knew Jesus Christ in a very real, personal way.
Question: What do you understand by “knowing Jesus”.

Fanny Crosby was a prolific writer. She once heard a hymn sung
and enquired who had written it. It was one of her hymns!. As
well as many others she wrote these well known hymns: A
Shelter In The Time Of Storm, All The Way My Saviour Leads
Me, Close To Thee, He Hideth My Soul, I Am Thine O Lord, Pass
Me Not, Praise Him Praise Him, Redeemed, Rescue the
Perishing, Safe in the Arms of Jesus, Saved by Grace, Saviour
More than Life to Me, Take the World but Give Me Jesus, Tell Me
the Story of Jesus, To God Be the Glory.
Question: Was blindness part of God’s plan for her life?
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NOAH’S ARK
THURSDAY GROUPS
Toddler & Baby Group: 9.30 - 11.15am
3’s - 5’s: 1.30 - 3.00pm - Cost £1 per family
Noah’s Ark Outing: Friday 26th June
NEW - NOAH’S ARK SUNDAY!
Meets during the Sunday morning service at 10.30am
for the under 5’s - admission FREE!
BIBLE STORIES ~ CRAFTS ~ ACTIVITIES ~ PLAY

JPEG’S Photographic Club
Thursday 4th June 8.00pm - Macro Photography
Cost £1 ~ New members welcome
Gallery Photo: Portrait picture

ALPHA
CELEBRATION
PARTY
Sunday 28th June
4.30pm
Join us as we
celebrate all the good
things God has been
doing in our recent
Alpha Course
Buffet Tea &
Children’s Activities included

Watton Pentecostal Church
Saturday 13th June
at 5.00pm
Tickets £3 from Terrie
Don’t miss out!

Monday morning
8th June

- Watton District Voluntary Group
of Diabetes UK

Tuesday mornings - Watton Health Visitors Baby Clinic
Tuesday evenings - Sanctuary Counselling Service
& Wednesday mornings
Wednesday evenings - Alpha
Thursday mornings - Noah’s Ark Toddler & Baby Group
Thursday afternoons - Noah’s Ark 3’s - 5’s
Friday mornings - 10.00am - 12noon - Friendship Club

WOMEN OF DESTINY
A day of refreshing and empowerment
New Day Christian Centre,
Skegness
20th June 10.00am - 3.00pm
Details from Angela

September 18th - 20th
LETTON HALL

The place
to be.......
Meets Fridays
10.00am - 12noon
Friday 19th June
Table Top Sale
Pop in for a drink
and a chat
See Terrie for details

Theme ~ Sheep,
if any children
have a toy sheep
please
bring them to the
service.
Action rhymes D Drama D Singing
D Stories D Talks D Doughnuts! D

Service led by Joella Nash

MISSION

From 5th - 20th June, Ken and Pat are once again
visiting the Orphanage in Kabulamema Zambia on
behalf of the Falconer Trust. Please support them in
prayer - for safe travel, good health and Holy Spirit
power to do whatever God requires of them.

TASTE
Taste will be with us again
from 2nd - 5th July,
working in Wayland High
School on the Thursday
and Friday and in the
Church on Saturday and
Sunday.

BARBECUE
Mac Hoare from Kings Lynn
will be bringing the team he
took to India this year, to
share in our 10.30am
Sunday morning service
on 16th August.
This will be
followed by
a barbecue

Week 3 The King Of Love –
Henry Williams Baker (1821 - 1877)
The King of love my Shepherd is
Whose goodness faileth never
I nothing lack if I am his
And he is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial leadeth.
Key Word: What do you consider to be the key word in this hymn?
There is little recorded of the life of Henry
Williams Baker. We know he was the son
of Vice Admiral Henry Loraine Baker. He
attended Trinity College Cambridge, was
ordained in 1844, and became the
assistant curate at Great Hockesly near
Colchester.
In 1851, he became Vicar of Monkland Priory Church in Herefordshire,
England, where he served most of his
life. Upon his father’s death in 1859,
Baker assumed the family baronetcy,
(becoming Sir Henry Williams Baker). For
many years he worked on a book of
hymns that would “reflect the grandeur of
majestic worship”. The first edition was published in 1861, entitled
Hymns Ancient and Modern. On the British Isles, it was known by its
initials: H.A. and M. and because he had labored for many years and
so earnestly over every hymn, editing, amending and deleting words,
some called it “Hymns Asked for and Mutilated”. Eventually, it became
the leading hymnbook in the Anglican church, going through many revisions and selling over 150 million copies. "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" didn't appear until the 1868 revision, in the appendix. Baker
wrote many other lesser known hymns.
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The hymn is based upon Psalm 23, the Shepherd Psalm. It is a
Psalm extremely well known, and very important to many, many
people. Although the original words are based closely upon the
experiences of David, later to become King David, we know little
of the life and spiritual experiences of Henry Baker. He probably
based the hymn on this psalm, as it reflected something of his
personal pathway. He connected with it.
“The King of love”, is a wonderful expression. Henry Baker wrote “The King of love
my shepherd is”. He was writing of his
personal experience, a relationship with
someone who truly cared for him,
watched over him as a shepherd might,
and who truly loved him.
Question: which Psalm do you like
specially, and why?
In John 10 v.11 Jesus said “I am the Good Shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep”
In John 10 v.14 Jesus said “I am the good shepherd. I know my
sheep and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me and
I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep.”
Twice Jesus said “I lay down my life my sheep”.
In Luke 15, Jesus tells the parable of the lost sheep. Again talking
in picture language, he illustrates the love of God for even one
“lost” person.
Question: Jesus often spoke figuratively about sheep – who does
he have in mind?
Henry Baker died in 1877, and it is said that his last recorded
words were taken from this hymn:
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed But yet in love he sought me
And on his shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me
Question: What is conveyed to you by “The King of Love”?
Question: Do you think today’s worship songs will still be relevant
in 200 years?
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Week 4 When I Survey The Wondrous Cross Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748)
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
His dying crimson, like a robe,
Spreads o’er His body on the tree;
Then I am dead to all the globe,
And all the globe is dead to me.
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Isaac Watts, the “Father of the
English Hymn” was born in
Southampton, the eldest of eight
children. He was raised as a
dissenter or Nonconformist (not
willing to conform to the orthodox
English church) — his father had
been in-prisoned twice for his
controversial views. It was
common in those days to be
imprisoned for no other reason
than freely worshipping God.
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Isaac Watts undoubtedly had a brilliant mind – at a very early age
his intellectual gifts were evident. He had learned Latin by the age
of four, Greek at nine, French at eleven, and Hebrew at thirteen!
He was also a talented astronomer, and writer of astronomical
books. No wonder many of his hymns spoke of (seemingly) small
events, such as the incarnation, the cross, and the resurrection
having cosmic significance.
Isaac Watts didn’t marry, and
spent the last years of his life at
the home of Lady Mary Abney,
Abney House, at Abney Park in
Stoke Newington. The beautiful
grounds at Abney Park, led
down to an island heronry in the
Hackney Brook where Watts
found inspiration for many
books and hymns. He died there
in Stoke Newington and was buried in Bunhill Fields. On his
death, Isaac Watts' papers were given to Yale University; an
institution with which he was connected due to its being founded
predominantly by fellow Independents (Congregationalists).
In his day, Watts was a revolutionary, bringing a new style of
hymn to the church. This in itself brought division and
persecution, although Watts was accepted by writers such as
John Wesley (an Anglican); in fact in John Wesley’s first Hymnal,
one third of the hymns were by Isaac Watts!
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Isaac Watts was a
prolific writer; he
wrote about 670
hymns. When I survey the wondrous
cross is probably the
most well known,
along with Joy to the
world, and Am I a
soldier of the cross?

Key Word: Cross. The key word in this hymn is cross, referring
to the cross of Jesus Christ. It brings before us the theme of the
death of Jesus. To some people the cross is the most significant
event in the Christian story. To others the resurrection is the most
important. Isaac Watts is here writing about the cross, and its’
relevance and effect upon him personally.
This is a very interesting hymn, in that it is a viewpoint of the
cross. Watts isn’t dealing with great moral questions, such as
“why the cross”. It’s not about propitiation, expiation, or our
salvation. He isn’t offering an explanation of the cross. He is quite
simply, and plainly looking at the crucifixion of Jesus on the
cross, and sharing the effect this viewpoint has upon him.

And this culminates
in the fifth stanza,
which is a kind of
overflow of his
heart, a response to
the felt love of God,
as he saw it at the
cross.
Question: We sometimes sing “The cross still stands”. Is there a
sense in which this is actually true?
Question: How can something as historical and distant as the
cross, be personally relevant today?
Question: Are hymns based upon scripture more relevant?

Bibliography:
Wikipedia
*New Penguin English Dictionary
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7th June
14th June
21st June
28th June

Family Service with Joella Nash
Blessed assurance – Fanny J. Crosby
The King of Love – Henry Williams Baker
When I survey the Wondrous Cross –
Isaac Watts

Carnival Service, High Street, Sunday 14th June 11.00am
Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11

7th June
14th June
21st June
28th June

6.30pm
6.30pm
4.30pm
4.30pm

Worship Evening
Prayer Service
Coffee, Cake & Conversation
Alpha Celebration Party 4.30pm

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

