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The Christmas holiday season should be a time of great
joy.
It’s a time when we remember all those things which
make our lives rich and full. It’s a time to reflect and be
thankful for what we have, a time to share love and
fellowship with family and friends.
It’s a time to remember those less fortunate, a time of
faith and a time of wonder.
But is this really what Christmas brings?
For many, this is a season of stress and burden, even
sadness and despair. Perhaps it's time we took a step
back and gave some thought as to what the holidays
really mean to us and what holds true meaning and what
does not.
When I think of what
makes this a joyful
season for me, the
simple things come
to mind... a cosy fire,
warm wishes from
friends far away, the
excitement and
laughter of children,
gestures of goodwill,
selfless acts of kindness, watching “It's A Wonderful Life”
for the ten-thousandth time.
Its Christmas carols and coloured lights, the feeling of
hope and the love of my church family. These are but a
few of the many things about the season that I enjoy.
However this is a somewhat shallow joy based upon
things.
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The commercialisation of Christmas most certainly is one
of the problems. Being subjected to the constant barrage
of adverts has detracted from the real meaning of the
season. Excessive gift buying, credit card debt, crowded
stores, long lines at the supermarket have become a
normal part of our Christmas routine. But is this really
what it's all about? Is this really where the joy of the
season is found?
We are not suggesting giving isn't part of the spirit and
joy of Christmas - it is. However, it's not necessarily the
giving of gifts, but rather the giving of ourselves.
"We cannot all do great things, but we can do small things
with great love." Mother Teresa

If we really think about the Christmas holiday and the
reason for the season we find ourselves thinking about a
stable 2000 years ago. When people whish you “The joy
of the season” what do they really mean?
There are three things that we should realise about the
joy of the Christmas season.
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The joy of Christmas is a very real thing. I spent 20
years in retailing and can honestly say that people
tended to be more patient, kinder, and more generous at
Christmas than any other time of the year. People would
walk around with a smile on their face like they had just
heard the punch-line of some amusing but secret story
that only they had heard.

People of different backgrounds, different countries and
different religions celebrate Christmas. Why? I think it is
because of the joy that surrounds the Christmas story.
If we think of Joseph and Mary in that stable 2000 years
ago and the birth of Jesus we can identify with the joy of
a baby being born healthy and strong, perfect we would
say.
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Yet Jesus came into the world as a human being because
we were not perfect. He came as the sacrificial gift of
God to rescue mankind from a useless and meaningless
way of life. Jesus was God’s gift to mankind, a gift that
brings joy and hope and peace into people’s lives. Jesus
gave himself for us and to us that we may experience
personally that gift of joy.
This joy is an inexpressible gift that cannot be quantified
or measured, it is like love. It is shared in a smile, a
warm gesture and a kind word.

It is this joy that causes us to have a greater
appreciation of those around us, family friends and
church family. It is this joy that gives hope and purpose.
The thing is that a gift needs to be received and on
receiving the gift it is courtesy to acknowledge and thank
the giver.
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What do we mean when we say that the joy of the
Christmas season is a foretaste?
I think that when we experience the Joy of a relationship
with Jesus, knowing him as Saviour, Friend and God we
have a foretaste of heaven. We should never think that
Christianity at its heart is about rules or rituals; it is
really about a relationship. It is a relationship with God
through Jesus Christ. It is a relationship based in faith,
this friendship with Jesus is not because we deserve this
gift or because we have earned the gift by our own
efforts or self righteousness. It is the gift of God

Paul in his Letter to the Church in Ephesus put it this way
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Application Packs now available

Why not join us?
- see Roger

Prayer Meetings
in the Church
Tuesdays
1st & 15th Dec
11.00am - 12 noon

“My house shall be called a
house of prayer”
Isaiah 56:7

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments 6.00 - 9.00pm Tuesdays & 9.30 - 1.00pm Wednesdays

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 14th December
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
8th & 22nd Dec. 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

You are invited to a

Making Christmas
Crafts

CHRISTMAS HOUSE PARTY

at

WATTON PENTECOSTAL
CHURCH
on
Sunday 27th December
At 3.00pm
Party fun for the whole
family!
Bring and share tea

Children from Noah’s Ark will be taking part
and can dress up as a stable animal!
Please invite the whole family!
Mince Pies & Refreshments

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
CHRISTMAS
LUNCH

NOAH’S ARK
CHRISTMAS
PARTIES

Friday 18th December

Thursday 10th December

JPEG’S
Photographic Club
CHRISTMAS
Thursday 3rd December
PARTY
at Bob’s (ask for details) Please bring some nibbles

CHRISTMAS MEAL
at the Willow House
Monday 21st December
Meals various prices see Tina to book

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Why not Join us
CAROL
SINGING?
Saturday 19th Dec
10.30am
In the precinct

JANUARY DATES
Please pray for next years team that will be going
to India for the TFG Mission January 13th - 28th,
from our Church there is Roger, Tina and Martina.
24th January 6.30pm - Watton Churches Together
Unity Service at WPC

(Ephesians 1:13-14)
And you also were included in Christ when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation. Having believed, you were marked in
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God's possession—
to the praise of his glory.
Paul talks about an earnest or deposit. An earnest or
deposit is just a small part of what is to come. The Joy
that we experience now is just a small sample of what is
available to us in heaven.
Imagine a place
where you feel loved,
safe, secure,
cherished, where the
peace that you feel is
tangible and the
sense of purpose
imparted to you is
like a light for the
way ahead. Although
no one knows what
heaven is like I
imagine it to be
something like this.
Yet it is far more than
we can think or
imagine.
This joy of Christmas is the effect and the result of our
relationship with Jesus; it is the celebration of his entering into the world and as historic person changing the
future and the destiny of those who will trust him.
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If you walk along any busy high street a few days before
Christmas you will be struck by the lights, the laughter,
the sense of anticipation and excitement.
If you go into a shopping mall, you see the decorations
and hear the Christmas carols being sung.

And yet for many, this is a season of stress and burden,
even sadness and despair. We say Christmas is a time
for family but it is a time when family disagreements
surface and what about people who don’t have family
close by or just don’t have any family? For them it can
be the loneliest time of the year.
The lights, the laughter, the anticipation and the
excitement only magnify their loneliness. No wonder the
counselling profession normally see a post-Christmas up
serge in demand.
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So is this gift of Joy which is a foretaste of heaven that
Jesus came into the world to make available to everyone
out of reach? Or is it only available to a few?
Jesus preached that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand.
It is near by for anyone and everyone to experience to
have a foretaste of.

It is through our
relationship with
Jesus and Jesus
is only ever a
prayer away. If
you would like
to experience
the Joy of the
season that is
Jesus in your life
pray a prayer like
this.
To accept Jesus Christ, you must put your life into his
hands. God is not so concerned with your words as he is
with your attitude. Here is something you could say to
him:
“Lord Jesus, I am sorry that I have been going my
own way. Thank you for paying the price of my
self-centredness by dying on the cross. Please
come and take first place in my life. Make me the
Kind of person you want me to be.”
Could you say this to God and mean it? Why not say
this to God now? Jesus Christ will come into your life as
he promised.
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If you have invited Jesus into your life, many things have
happened, including:
1. Jesus Christ has come into your life by his spirit
and he will never leave you (Revelation 3:20; Hebrews 13:5)
2. You have been forgiven completely (Colossians
2:14)
3. You have a new power in your life, enabling you to
change (Colossians 2:15)
4. You can start to experience life with God as he intended (John 17:3; John 10:10)
Now go to church over the Christmas season arrange to
meet the minister of the church tell him that you have
asked Jesus into your life and would like to learn more
about the faith that you have entered into. He will be
able to suggest some classes or groups for you to attend.
Tell him that you are available to serve the church in any
way that he feels that you can help.
Experience the joy of giving yourself and loving others
with a new love.
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MARCH

APRIL

Paul Weaver

MAY

Egg Hunt Service

JUNE

JULY

Strawberry Teas
JULY

Richard in leadership
AUGUST

Dedication

Taste Visit
AUGUST

Wedding

AUGUST

India Testimony

SEPTEMBER

Baptism

Civic Service

NOVEMBER

Engagement

6th Dec
13th Dec
20th Dec
25th Dec
27th Dec

The Joy of the Season to You!
The Joy of the Season to You!
Family Carol Service
11.00am Christmas Morning Celebration!
Short Communion Service

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

6th Dec
13th Dec
20th Dec
27th Dec

6.30pm Prayer Service
7.00pm Town Carol Service Queens Hall
No Service
3.00pm Christmas House Party & bring
and share tea

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
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