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Luke 4:28-30
This passage leaves us with many questions and we will look at some of
these questions to understand what was actually happening.
First, what was the 'this' that they had heard? They had all reacted to
what they heard and therefore they had all understood what Jesus was
saying to them. He had refuted their doctrine of national superiority and
exclusivity with God. He made three main points; first he rebuked them
(the Jews) for their unbelief and hardness of heart, second he explained
with illustrations from history that the Gentiles would be included in
God's purposes, blessings and salvation. Finally he declared that the
time had come for the Messiah to be presented to his own.
The Jews had a different view of history to the other nations. Other
societies believed that history was cyclic, just like the seasons, but the
Jews believed that history was like a line; it had a start and was
progressing to an end and that in that line would be the intervention of
the Messiah who would usher in the Kingdom of God. Jesus was
declaring himself to be the Christ (the Messiah). Hence the response
"Isn't this Joseph's son?"
What they were saying was "How can this be the Messiah, isn't this
Joseph's son?"
Rejection of spiritual truth generally takes three steps:
1. It humanises the spiritual by focusing on the speaker rather than the
facts (evidence).
2. It mystifies, mixes up and muddies the message with opinion and
hearsay.
3. It justifies itself in its rejection of the truth. We are all aware that
justification is an act of God.
Secondly, John reported that, Jesus came to his own and his own
rejected him (John 1:11) and Isaiah foretold that "He was despised and
rejected by men" (Isaiah 53:3).
The people who he had grown up with, his neighbours and childhood
friends not only rejected him they tried to kill him, they ejected from the
Synagogue and took him to a place where there was a cliff to throw him
over. Nazareth was built on a hill that is why Luke in 4:31 says "he
went down to Capernaum"
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Finally, how did he walk right
through the crowd and go on
his way? It is a mystery, some
say he made himself invisible
while others claim that it was
some kind of miracle. What
we do know is that Jesus had
a powerful personal presence
that overwhelmed people.
Often people were amazed
and overwhelmed by him. He
did and said things that no
one else did.
We only have to think of his arrest. There were a large crowd armed
with swords and clubs, the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard,
a detachment of soldiers, and the elders, who came to arrest him. I
think this is known as an overwhelming force. Jesus asked them who
they were looking for and they replied "Jesus of Nazareth". "I am he,"
Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) When
Jesus said, "I am he," they drew back and fell to the ground.
Jesus speaking to Judas said, "Friend, do what you came for." Judas
stepped forward and kissed Jesus which was the agreed sign. The
guards stepped forward to arrest Jesus, then, one of Jesus' companions (probably Peter) reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the
servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Jesus touched the man
and healed him in front of them all. Then Jesus said, "I told you that I
am he, if you are looking for me, then let these men go."
What is most surprising is that with overwhelming odds in their favour
this large crowd of armed men did what he told them to do.
It is easy to see by comparison why the villagers of Nazareth were overwhelmed and that he walked through the crowd, which had become a
mob, untouched and unharmed.
Questions:
1. Why did the people of Nazareth reject Jesus?
2. How could Jesus have walked through the crowd?
3. Why do people reject spiritual truth?
4. What steps do you think that people take in rejecting spiritual
truth and why?
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Luke 4:31-32
Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the
lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— to fulfill what was said
through the prophet Isaiah:
"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,the way to the sea, along the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— the people living in darkness have
seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a
light has dawned." (Matthew 4: 13-16)
Jesus left Nazareth and moved to Capernaum which was about 20
miles north. The term "went down to Capernaum" comes from the fact
that this busy bustling city was literally down hill from Nazareth. The
move to Capernaum, it has been suggested was for three reasons:
1. To escape the opposition and a spiritual apathy in Nazareth.
2. To have an impact on the largest number of people possible.
3. To develop extra resources and support for the ministry.
Capernaum was located in the region of Galilee which was surrounded
by the land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, therefore fulfilling the
prophecy of Isaiah (9:1-2) which states that the Messiah will be light in
the land Zebulun and Naphtali.
The people at Capernaum knew of the
signs and wonders that followed this man.
They came to listen to his teaching. They
were amazed by his teaching and the
fact that his message had the authority of
scripture, the evidence of the day and the
simplicity of common sense. Have you
ever puzzled over some problem, as the
Jews must have puzzled over the scriptures and then someone explains the answer and it is blindingly obvious and you
can’t understand why you didn't come to
the answer yourself.
The truth can be deceptively simply. In preaching, the people including
the Jews needed to "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." He
was saying that the coming of the Messiah was close, or at hand, indeed present with them.
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Jesus said, later in his ministry, "While I am in the world, I am the light
of the world." (John 9:5). This gives us the idea that he, the Messiah,
was the great light spoken of by Isaiah.
This idea of the people living in
darkness is a wonderful
illustration of spiritual blindness;
being unaware,
uncomprehending of God, his
plans or purposes and the whole
spiritual realm. When a light
shines in the dark not only does
the darkness disappear but
things can be seen properly for
what they are, in the same way
truth and spiritual realities are
comprehended.
People may say but what about today Jesus this great light is no longer
in the world. We must of course understand that the local visible church
is described as the body of Christ.
Paul put it this way "God placed all things under his feet and appointed
him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body"
(Ephesians 1:22-23) meaning that the church will carry on the work,
fulfilling the plans and purposes of God.
Jesus also taught his disciples saying, "You are the light of the world"
(Matthew 5:14). In this teaching he was encouraging them to let their
light shine and not to hide it.
If we receive Jesus Christ allowing him to illuminate our lives, we can
with integrity, honesty, and humility allow this illuminating presence to
shine and light the path for other people.
Questions:
1. What was the strategic significance of making Capernaum their
base?
2. Why would it have been difficult for the Jews to accept that they
must repent?
3. Why would it have been difficult for the Jews to accept that the
gentiles were included in salvation?
4. What does it mean when it said that the people were living
darkness?
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SUNDAY 14th NOVEMBER
10.30am REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
at 11.00am we shall pause to remember
those who have given their lives in the
Service of our Nation.
We shall also have a Roll of Remembrance for anyone who has made your
life special but has now died.
Names to Angela please.

rCHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS!r
Fri 3rd Dec: Friendship Club Christmas Dinner
Thurs 9th Dec: Noah’s Ark Christmas Parties
Sun 12th Dec: 10.30am Noah’s Ark Family Carol
Service
Wed 15th Dec: Adult Christmas Meal (details Tina)
Sat 18th Dec: Carol Singing in precinct 10.00am
Sun 19th Dec: 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
Sat 25th Dec: 11.00am Christmas Service
Sun 26th Dec: 10.30am Christmas Communion
Sun 2nd Jan: 3.00pm New Year House Party

Midweek Events
Monday 8th Nov:
Tuesday 9th &23rd. 9.30 - 11.30am:

Tuesday 2nd & 16th, 11.00am - 12 noon:
all welcome
Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings:

Thursday 9.30 - 11.15am:

Thursday 1.15 - 2.45pm:
Thursday 4th Nov 8.00pm:
Gallery Photo - Autumn
Friday 10.00am - 12 noon:
drop in for a cuppa and a chat
Friday 19th Nov
Friday evenings

see Rachael

Mark 1:23-28,
They returned to Capernaum and Jesus taught in the synagogue on
the Sabbath. The people were amazed at his teaching he taught with
authority. The normal teachers would teach quoting famous rabbis to
give authority to what they taught. Jesus since he was God knew
exactly what the scriptures meant. He was / is the ultimate authority.
During his teaching a man possessed by an evil spirit cried out. The
man could not have been violent or disruptive before or he would not
have been allowed in the synagogue. We should also remember it was
the evil spirit that cried out, no doubt using the man's voice. It was the
presence of Jesus, that consciousness of God's nearness and purity
that provoked the manifestation of the evil spirit.
Now here the modern world wants to explain away the possibility of evil
spirits or even a spirit realm. They claim that they are only recognised
in more primitive societies, yet the bible is clear. The man was
possessed by an unclean or evil spirit, and many ministers have the
experience of dealing with such things in the modern western world.

It is interesting to note what this spirit said, "What do you want with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are—the Holy One of God!" James wrote "You believe that there is one
God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder."(James
2:19)
This evil spirit knew who Jesus was and that his purpose in coming was
to destroy the work of the evil one. John says "The reason the Son of
God appeared was to destroy the devil's work" (1 John 3:8).
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Jesus commanded the evil spirit to leave the man and it did. The Living
Bible says "At that the evil spirit screamed and convulsed the man
violently and left him."
People saw that Jesus had authority and power, and the news about
him and this new teaching spread through out the land. In today's
church we often see church leaders who have authority but not power.
Yet in the spiritual realm power and authority are the same; they are
indistinguishable.
Authority based on earthly status or position or human knowledge or
wisdom, is not enough. The spiritual authority that is spiritual power is
based in our servant-hood to Jesus Christ and the will of God. It is the
power or authority that comes through doing the will of the one who
sends us.
The important
thing is that the
man had a
better lifestyle,
he had a new
freedom, it was
like he had
become a new
person not
driven or
controlled any
more but able
to choose for
himself.
The influence that an evil spirit can have over a man's life is dominant. It
can effect his waking hours and when he is asleep, it can wear a man
down and ultimately destroy him. We can easily forget what a tremendous difference this would have made to the man, his family and his
friends.
Freedom is not something to be taken lightly, especially spiritual freedom.
Questions:
1. When did you last experience the sense of freedom in your life?
2. Is there such a thing as evil spirits?
3. What is the difference between authority and power?
4. Can a Christian have an evil spirit?
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Mark 1:29-34
It would be easy to
introduce a joke about
mother-in-laws at this
stage; however we should
not allow the relationship
to detract from what is
happening but to enhance.
When we read about the
call of the four fishermen
or the miraculous catch of
fish it is understandable to
believe that they left
everything behind in
following Jesus. Their
following of Jesus did not
cause them to break
relationship with family
and friends.
To understand the emphasis of this passage we must look at the author,
it was John Mark, who had travelled with Simon Peter and it was he who
created the record of the experiences that Simon Peter had and the
stories that he told about Jesus in his sermons.
It was Simon's house and he was an eye witness of the miraculous
healing. The gospels vary slightly in what actually happened, Matthew
records a touch, Mark a helping hand and in Luke he rebuked the fever,
which was severe. There actually is no difference between them they
each bring a different emphasis to the story. I like the fact that Simon
recalls that Jesus helped his mother-in-law to sit up. There is something
not just descriptive in the story but something tender, as the lady
received a helping hand from Jesus.
That evening after sunset, people brought all the sick and demon-possessed to the door of the house, in fact the whole town gathered there.
The term after sunset is important because it had been the Sabbath, the
Jewish Sabbath would have been from 6pm Friday evening to 6 pm
Saturday Evening. Therefore after Sunset it was the Sunday a day of
work, the day of rest over, when healing of the sick would have been
allowed. The people waited before bringing the sick to conform to the law.
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People were healed. The demon possessed people were delivered and
no doubt some of these evil spirits tried to call out but Jesus would not
allow them to speak because they knew who he was. Luke tells us
"Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, "You are the
Son of God!" But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak,
because they knew he was the Christ." (Luke 4:41)
Can you imagine the
impact in your town or your
city if everyone was healed
of their diseases, cancers
healed, heart conditions
healed, diabetes healed,
all long term illness healed.
Those who suffered from
evil spirits delivered and
we must be careful here
not to mix mental health
problems of today with
demonic possession they
may not be the same.
All of these people healed, the anxiety of illness leaving the family,
families able to look forward, and maybe to even think about having a
future. I guess we would want our family to be blessed, our friends to
be healed. I guess we would be amongst those at that door seeking
Jesus.
The truth is that Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever. The
Bible, more particularly the gospels, not only tell us what Jesus did
2000 years ago, they tell us what he does today and what he will do
tomorrow.
Questions:
1. How would the newspapers of today have reported all that
happened in Capernaum?
2. Discuss the differences in the gospels and the way they report
this healing?
3. Share how you have been physically healed?
4. Share a time when you have seen someone healed or
delivered?
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NOVEMBER
SERVICES
Sun 7th Nov.

‘Rejected at Nazareth’

Sun 14th Nov.

‘The move to Capernaum’ Remembrance Sunday

Sun 21st Nov.

‘’The Demoniac Healed’

Sun 28th Nov.

‘Peter’s mother-in-law healed’

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sundays 7th, 14th & 28th Nov

Sunday 21st November: 6.00 - 7.00pm
Prayer & Praise

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

