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During this course may I suggest that you take the opportunity to go to
a home group or get together with someone, spouse, friend or fellow
church member and spend just one hour each week on this months
course.
During this month we will look at how the Holy Spirit enables us to
share our faith. To better understand the importance of your relationship with God. We will also take the time to share about our feelings
and fears surrounding the subject of evangelism.
Let us start by reading Romans Chapter 1 concentrating especially on
verses 2-6 and 16-17
The gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the
Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature
was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of
holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. Through him
and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to
call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that
comes from faith. And you also are among those who are called
to belong to Jesus Christ.
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then
for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as
it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

We see clearly in these passages that the gospel, which means good
news, was planned by the Father, spoken of by the Old Testament
prophets, declared in power by the Holy Spirit through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, so that through the message of the gospel proclaimed
by the church many may by faith find that righteousness from God the
Father that brings relationship with him.
Paul speaks of a gospel of incarnation, a gospel of crucifixion, a gospel
of resurrection and a gospel of salvation for the sinner.
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1 Corinthians 1:18
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

We often think of the Christian faith as something that is personal and
only real if we believe. This, of course, then presents a gospel that is
centred on the individual rather than on God’s eternal plan.
It promotes the idea that the
train waiting at the platform is
only real if I choose to buy a
ticket to get on it. People
believe that the message of
the gospel is only real for
those people who need a
support in their life. Yet logic
clearly tells us that the rail
company will ensure that the
train will leave the station
whether we are on it or not or
whether we believe that there really is a train or not.
How real is this gospel? Well here are some figures (source: Barrett and
Johnson 2001) to think about.
Ÿ There are 2 billion Christians in the world from a start of just twelve
Ÿ In 1990 34.5% of the world’s population was Christian and on
Ÿ average in the 1990’s 25.2 million people were added to the church
each year.
Ÿ Christian giving in the 90’s amounted to $330 billion each year, and
Ÿ 167,000 Christians gave their lives as martyrs each year during the
90’s
Christianity is more than just a personal option, the message of the cross
may seem like foolishness to a society that perceives no need for a God;
it denies creation and scoffs at God’s kindness and care. When we look
at the fruit of such a society we see a lack of personal peace, a lack of
contentment. We see a society steeped in corruption, abuse,
sensationalism and a complete lack of shame. We need only pick up the
newspaper to see what state our society is in. Christianity offers people
something more something better both eternally and in the here and now.
This is why we should share our faith.
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Michael Green in the course ‘Person to Person’ pointed out that we
should not be anxious or fearful about evangelism. We can relax because it’s not us but the Holy Spirit who brings people to faith. It is him
that:
· Convicts people of their sin
· Makes Jesus glorious
· Enables people to say Jesus is Lord
· Baptizes them into Christ
· Brings new birth
· Assures us that we belong to Jesus
· Provides us with the fruit of a changed character
· Gives us gifts so that we can serve more effectively

The gospel is the plan of God the Father seen in and through God the
Son and declared and wrought in people’s lives by God the Holy Spirit.
We are just part of the greatest team in the universe when we choose to
share our faith and our experience of God.
Questions:
There are obstacles to evangelism and below are listed three, perhaps
you could share how we can overcome each obstacle.
1. We have a wrong understanding of the resources available
in Christ.
2. We are reluctant to step out and trust God.
3. There is unconfessed sin in our lives (read 1 John: 8-9).
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Every person’s experience of God, through Jesus Christ, is different
and yet there are similarities. Each of us is on a journey and we should
recognise that accepting Christianity is a process. It is a process with
many steps along the way including some backward steps at times.
However this should not deter or make us feel it is all impossible; we
should trust that God will release the power of the gospel into an
individual’s life just like he did with us.
Even when we were far away he came and found us and through a
process led us to a place of decision. We can be sure that he loves our
family, friends and neighbours in exactly the same way as he loves us
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A modified version of the Engel Scale of spiritual decision making
Level

Description

-12

No spiritual awareness

-11

Experience of emptiness

-10

Awareness of the supernatural

-9

Vague awareness and belief in God

-8

Initial awareness of Christianity

-7

Interest in Christianity

-6

Awareness of the basic facts of the gospel

God’s Role

General
revelation

Prayer &
preparation
(preparing self
and
understanding
the power of
the gospel)
Presence
(forming and
maintaining
relationships)
Being real

Revealing self
and
Convicting

-5

Grasp of the implications of the gospel &
experience of Christian love

-4

Positive attitude to the gospel

-3

Aware of personal need

-2

Sense of the challenge and decision to act

-1

Challenged to respond personally

0

Repentance and faith - New disciple is born Matthew 28:19-20

+1

Evaluation of decision

+2

Initiation into the church

+3

Become part of the process of making
other disciples

+4

Water baptism and baptism in Holy Spirit
Functioning member of local Church
Continuing growth in character, lifestyle
and service
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Church’s Role

Proclamation

Proclamation &
Persuasion
Regeneration

Persuasion

Sanctification

Persuasion &
teaching

Transforming
Empowering

Encouragement
Support

Read about the personal experience of Thomas that caused him to say
the words “my Lord and my God”.
John 20: 19-29
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"
After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The
disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,
I am sending you." And with that he breathed on them and said,
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are
forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven."
Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with
the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him,
"We have seen the Lord!"
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands
and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his
side, I will not believe it."
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said
to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."
Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed."

Questions:
1. Think of the
occasions when God
led you to the point
of decision and how
many times you
rejected him.
2.Try to chart your
process according to
the Engel scale of
spiritual decision
making. Perhaps you
could put a year
against each level?
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

19th March:

Thursday 4th March 8.00pm
in the Church: Colours
Gallery photos: Portrait

FAMILY SERVICE
Sunday 6th March 10.30am
With Joella Nash
Stories ~
Singing ~
Drama ~
Donuts!
Women’s World Day of Prayer
Friday 4th March 2.30pm
St. Mary’s Church
Speaker: Angela Pye
‘Let Everything That Has Breath
Praise God’

ked
o
o
b
Fully
Saturday
5th March
10.00 4.00pm
Guest Speaker
Alison Hudson

‘Pride & Prejudice
‘A Woman of Substance’

EASTER EGG HUNT SERVICE
Sunday 28th March
10.30am - 12 noon
Children from Noah’s Ark will be taking part

Why not ask if there
is a midweek group
you could join?

Prayer Meetings
in the Church
Tuesdays
2nd & 16th March
11.00am - 12 noon

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments 6.00 - 9.00pm Tuesdays & 9.30 - 1.00pm Wednesdays

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 8th March
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
9th & 23rd March. 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

......
......
......
......
......

7th March

......

14th March

28th March
4th April
11th April

D IS

COV

ERY

!

21st March

Get involved
NOW
Don’t miss out!
ALPHA INTRODUCTION
Sunday 18th April
10.30am!

John 20:30-31
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Romans 10:17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the
message is heard through the word of Christ.

If we look through the book of Acts we can see what the early church
thought of the message and what their experience was when the message was shared. We must remember that this is God’s message, it is
not ours, and we cannot change it. This message has worked for two
thousand years with an amazing impact on our world.
The word message occurs 15 times in the book of Acts.
1. Acts 2:41
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day.
2. Acts 4:4
But many who heard the message believed, and the number of
men grew to about five thousand.
3. Acts 5:20
"Go, stand in the temple courts," he said, "and tell the people the
full message of this new life."
4. Acts 10:36
You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling
the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.
5. Acts 10:44
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came
on all who heard the message.
6. Acts 11:14
He will bring you a message through which you and all your
household will be saved.'
7. Acts 11:19
[ The Church in Antioch ] Now those who had been scattered by
the persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as far as
Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews.
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Acts 13:15
After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the synagogue
rulers sent word to them, saying, "Brothers, if you have a
message of encouragement for the people, please speak."
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Acts 13:26
"Brothers, children of Abraham, and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is
to us that this message of salvation has been sent.

10. Acts 14:3
So Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there, speaking
boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by
enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders.
11. Acts 15:7
After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them:
"Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice
among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message
of the gospel and believe.
12. Acts 15:31
The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message.
13. Acts 16:14
One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in
purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God.
The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.
14. Acts 17:11
Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great
eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what
Paul said was true.
15. Acts 19:31
Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent
him a message begging him not to venture into the theater.

The power of the message in ageless and undeniable, it transcends
culture, education, background and lifestyle. Your testimony is your personal experience of God at first hand and when shared in tandem with
the truth of the bible it becomes a proclamation of the gospel (good
news) of Jesus Christ.
Questions
Perhaps you could look at each of the 15 verses from the book of Acts
and write what we can learn about the message from each verse?
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In Luke 10:25 -37, Jesus taught who our neighbour is and how we
should act towards him.
Our response to this teaching can either be reactive or proactive. We
can either react to a situation just as the Good Samaritan in the parable
did or we can create situations where we can show the love that Jesus
talks about.
Think about the people groups who would be your neighbour, here is a
list of possible neighbours and perhaps you could add some to it.
a. Visitors at services
b. Spouses of church members
c. New residents in the neighbourhood
d. Relatives of church members
e. Unfaithful church members
f. Friends of church members
g. Your own neighbours and friends
h. Co-workers

If we are to be proactive there are four stages to making friends and
they are as follows:
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1. INITIAL CONTACT
1. Principles to remember at this stage...
2. Choose to be where people are
3. Be friendly and willing to talk
4. Take the initiative to meet people and make friends
5. Try to leave the person with a favourable impression
Not everyone will want to continue to level 2 of the relationship with you
and that’s OK
2. BECOME BETTER ACQUAINTED
Principles to remember at this stage...
1. Your goal is to simply get to know the person better
2. Ask questions about them; e.g., where they are from, where
they went to school, interests, family background, etc.
3. Look for common interests
4. Be patient - don't force the relationship
5. Don't hide your Christianity; let your light shine early in the
relationship
6. Short, frequent
contacts seem to be
more effective than a
few prolonged
periods
7. Listen for the other
person's: desires,
fears, aims, goals,
burdens, needs,
8. Be complimentary
(being honest, of
course)
People may reject you as a friend and that’s OK, as long as you have
not broken the relationship by your behaviour.
3. BECOME A SERVANT
Principles to remember at this stage...
1. Expect opportunities for service, and be alert for them
2. Your goal is his (or her) success in life
3. Love is shown more by deeds than by words
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1. Meet genuine, practical needs
2. Let them be of service to you as well, and be appreciative
If we are doing these sorts of things with regularity, the next stage will
likely come naturally, but remember if someone refuses your help it
doesn’t mean that they reject your friendship.
4. FRIENDSHIP LEVEL
Principles to remember at this stage...
1. Work to develop common interests
2. Deepen the relationship: develop openness, honesty, trust,
ease in communication
3. Have good times, memorable times, together
4. Acceptance, not reformation, is the object

Your relationship with your new friend should be seen as a
privilege to be preserved and maintained.

CONCLUSION
It is important to remember that Paul says our love must be sincere and
you will find it easier to befriend some people rather than others. We
should not and must not be insincere in our friendships.
We should also remember that it is the Holy Spirit who is at work and
that the process has begun. Therefore be prepared to answer questions without being defensive or argumentative. Respect the other
person’s opinions even if you don’t agree. Remember it is always better
to be kind rather than clever or right.
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COUNTDOWN TO ALPHA.....!
7th March
Family Service with Joella Nash
14th March ‘Our Experience’
21st March ‘His Message’
28th March Egg Hunt Service!

6
5
4
3

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sunday 14th & 21st

7th March
14th March
21st March
28th March

No Service
6.30pm: Team Training (for all)
6.30pm Team Training (for all)
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

