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Easter is a Christian
festival that
remembers the death
and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. It is
recognised by Good
Friday and Easter
Monday as the Holy
Days or holidays that
are celebrated by
Christians and
non-Christians alike.
Dr. Simon Greenleaf was the famous Royal Professor of Law at
Harvard University and succeeded Justice Joseph Story as the
Dane Professor of Law at the same
university. The rise of Harvard Law School to its eminent position among legal schools in the United States is to be ascribed
to the efforts of these two men. Greenleaf
produced his famous three volume work ‘A treatise on the law
of evidence’, which still is considered one of the greatest single authorities on this subject in the entire literature of legal
procedure.
Professor Greenleaf examines the value of the historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ to ascertain the
truth. He applied the principles contained in his three volume
treatise on evidence. His findings were recorded in his book,
‘An examination of the testimony of the four evangelists by the
rules of evidence administered in the courts of justice’. He
came to the conclusion that,
according to the laws of legal evidence used in courts of law,
there is more evidence for the historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ than for just about any other event in history. (source: Christianity a ready defence)
Let us look at the facts of history together.
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Let us simply look at the evidence
of Luke.
If we read the testimony of Luke
we see a doctor who himself takes
first hand witness testimony to
affirm the facts.
Read
Luke 23: 44-49 – the women watched at a distance
Luke 23: 50–56 - Joseph a member of the council is named
Why should we believe what Luke has written?
First we should look at when his book was written, which was
AD 59-60, and was published in the life time of the people who
were around during the events described. Life expectancy was
low in the Roman population because infant mortality was 319
deaths in 1000. Whereas life expectancy for a 70 year old was
6 years and the percentage of the population between 70 and
76 was 2.2%.
This means that the following facts could have easily been
challenged and disproved in the life time of people and
officials who witnessed the event.
Darkness came over whole
land – this fact is upheld by a
scientist of the time.
The curtain in the temple was
torn in two – this could easily
have been disputed by the
Jewish authorities but was not.
The centurion in charge of the
crucifixion said “Surely this
was a righteous man” in front
of many witnesses – this fact
was never disputed
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The witnesses, as opposed to those who knew him, beat their
breasts and went away this fact was never disputed
Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin and he went to Pilate
to ask for the body of Jesus – this could have been disputed
by the Sanhedrin or the Roman officials.

The women followed
Joseph to the tomb – this
again is not disputed.
The tomb was empty the
morning after the
Sabbath – this was
disputed, in fact, the
soldiers who were
guarding the tomb
reported that the
disciples had stolen the
body away while they
were asleep.
However Matthew writes in AD 60 -70 that the guards were
bribed to falsify events, which contradicts the evidence of the
guards in their lifetime. (Matthew 28: 11-15)
We should remember that Mark could have written his gospel
as early as AD53 and there was an oral tradition about the life
and ministry of Jesus which was shared from the time of the
crucifixion.
It is interesting that 50 days after the crucifixion of Jesus
3000 people who may well have been in Jerusalem at the time
believed the testimony of Peter.
Read Acts 2:29 – 41 now if there were some who were at the
crucifixion in the crowd, why did they not dispute with Peter?
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If we discount the
bible, especially the
New Testament, is
there any evidence
that Jesus ever lived?
Taken from the book
‘Ancient Evidence for
the life of Jesus’,
Gary Habermas
explains:
Cornelius Tacitus in the historical book the “Annals”, which
covered AD14 – AD68 gives us these facts
1. Christians were named after their founder, Christus
(from the Latin)
2. Who was put to death by the Roman procurator Pontius
Pilatus (also Latin)
3. During the reign of emperor Tiberius (AD14-37)
4. His death ended the superstitions for a short time
5. It broke out again after his death
6. Especially in Judea, where the teaching had its origin
7. His followers carried his doctrine to Rome
8. When the great fire destroyed a large part of the city in
the reign of Nero (AD54-68) the emperor placed the
blame on Christians who lived in Rome
9. Tacitus reports that this group were hated for their
abominations
10.These Christians were arrested after pleading guilty
11.Many were convicted of “hatred for mankind”
12.They were mocked
13.Tortured including being “nailed to crosses” or burnt to
death
14.Because of these actions, the people had compassion
on the Christians
15.Tacitus therefore concluded that such punishments
were not for public good but were simply “to glut one
man’s cruelty”
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J.N.D. Anderson raises the
possibility that Tacitus makes
an indirect reference to the
resurrection by the words
broke out again after his death.
The following facts can be ascertained from the comparisons
of the many texts of the writings of Josephus, a Jewish
historian (AD37- AD 97).
1. Jesus was known as a wise and virtuous man, one
recognised for his good conduct
2. He had many disciples, both Jews and Gentiles
3. Pilate condemned him to die, with crucifixion explicitly
being mentioned as the mode
4. The disciples reported that Jesus had risen from the
dead and that he appeared to them on the third day
after his crucifixion
5. Consequently the Christians continued to proclaim his
teaching
6. Perhaps Jesus was the messiah concerning whom the
Old Testament prophets spoke and predicted wonders
We can add two quotes from Josephus here from earlier
writings
1. Jesus was the brother of James
2. Jesus was called the messiah by some
Thallus explains away the darkness mentioned in the Gospel of
Luke (chapter 23), which lasted for three hours, as an eclipse
of the sun. This account was probably written before any
others including the gospels. While Julius Africanus (AD 221)
dismisses this as unreasonable because the Jewish Passover
Feast takes place during the time of the full moon.
It would seem that both give grounds for the belief for the
darkness actually did cover the whole land for three hours. It
was only its cause that was to be debated.
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The question we are really
asking is did Jesus rise
from the dead, was the
tomb empty? Here are the
facts in order taken from
Colin Chapman’s book
“The Case for Christianity”:
1. Christ’s death
Jesus was nailed to a cross at about 9am on the Friday. Many
were present when he died at about 3pm. Mark (15:21-37)
and John (19:31-37) record that a Roman soldier stabbed his
side with a spear; and at once there was a flow of blood and
water.
Does the flow of blood and water prove death?
2. His burial
Soon after he died, Joseph, a member of the Jewish Council,
received permission from Pilate, to take the body off the cross.
He and Nicodemus (also a member of the Council) wrapped it
with spices in strips of linen cloth and laid it in Joseph's unused tomb, which had been cut out of the rock in a garden
very close to the site of the crucifixion. The women who had
followed Jesus watched all this being done (Mark 15:40-47,
John I9:38-42).
Would members of the Jewish Council or the crowd or the Roman soldiers have been mistaken about his death?
3. The Guard
On the Saturday morning, the chief priests and Pharisees went
to Pilate to ask him to have the tomb guarded, in case the
disciples stole the body. Pilate agreed to this, and the tomb
was then sealed (it is possible that the seal was the official
seal of the Roman Empire) guarded by Roman soldiers and
possibly Temple guards (Matthew 27:62- 66).
Would anyone have been willing or able to break the seal with
the soldiers watching?
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4. The women at the tomb
Very early on the Sunday morning some of the women came
to the tomb bringing more spices to anoint the body of Jesus,
and they found that the stone had been rolled away from the
entrance to the tomb. When they went inside they saw two
angels who explained that Jesus had risen from the dead, and
told them he would meet them again in Galilee (Mark 16:1-8;
Luke 24:1-11).
5. The disciples at the tomb
The women hurried back to tell the disciples, and Peter and
John ran to the tomb to see for themselves. John records that
they saw 'the linen cloths lying, and the napkin, which had
been on his head, not lying with the linen cloths but rolled up
in a place by itself' (John 20:1-10).
6. The accounts of the appearance of the risen Jesus
Ÿ Mary returned to the tomb with Peter and John, and
remained there after they had gone back. She stooped
to look into the tomb again, and after speaking to the
two angels, she turned round and saw Jesus, though at
first she did not recognize him. He told her not to cling
to him and gave her a message for the disciples (John
20:11-18)
Ÿ On the same day, when two of the disciples were on
their way to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles
from Jerusalem, Jesus himself walked with them. But
they were kept from recognizing him. They talked with
him about all that had happened· and invited him to
spend the night with them. As he broke the bread at
table, they recognized him; and he vanished out of their
sight. They immediately returned to Jerusalem to tell
the other disciples. When they got back to the disciples,
they were told that Jesus had appeared to Peter, and
they gave their account of how Jesus had appeared to
them on the road (Luke 24:13-35)
Ÿ While they were talking about all this, Jesus himself
stood among them. They thought he was a spirit so to
prove it was really him he took a piece of fish and ate it
in front of them (Luke 24: 36-49)
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

16th April:

Thursday 1st April
8.00pm at the Church
Gallery photos:

The Visitation Team continues to
provide support and pastoral care
to Church family and friends
- Remember to let us know when
needs arise. Please contact
Angela, Richard, Terrie or Bob
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EASTER SERVICES
Good Friday Communion 11.00am
Easter Sunday Celebration 10.30am

Why not join a
midweek group Meeting together in
a friendly relaxed
environment!

Prayer Meetings
in the Church
Tuesdays
6th & 20th April
11.00am - 12 noon

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 12th April
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
13th & 27th April 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT
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Countdown...
......
......
......
......
......

4th April
11th April

D IS

COV

ERY

!

......

Get involved
NOW
Don’t miss out!
ALPHA INTRODUCTION
Sunday 18th April
10.30am!

...To Alpha!
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SPRING 2010 ALPHA PROGRAMME
Sundays 6.00pm - 8.00pm with a delicious meal!
25th April

1

Who is Jesus?

2nd May

2

Why did Jesus die?

9th May

3

How can I be sure of my faith?

16th May

4

Why and how do I pray?

23rd May

5

Why and how should I read the Bible?

30th May

6

How does God guide us?

Sun 6th June

i

Who is the Holy Spirit?

Holy Spirit Day

ii

What does the Holy Spirit do?

10.30 - 4.00

iii

How can I be filled with the Holy Spirit?

13th June

7

How can I resist evil?

20th June

8

Why should I tell others?

27th June

9

Does God heal today?

4th July

10

What about the Church?

SUNDAY
18th April 10.30am

SUNDAY
11th July

Alpha Introduction:
‘Is there more to life
than this?’

Celebration Party
‘Is there more?’
Come and celebrate!
~ part of our
10th Anniversary
Weekend Celebration!

Who can you invite?
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September
17th - 19th
2010
Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk
Guest Speaker: Mary Walker
Associate Minister at the
Bridge Church in Bolton
Details will be available soon!
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Ÿ On the following Sunday he appeared to them again in the
upper room. Thomas had not been present the previous
week and was still sceptical about what the others told
him; but now he was with them. He invited Thomas to
touch his hands and his side (John 20: 24-29).
Ÿ Some time later he appeared to the disciples beside the
Lake of Galilee, where he had prepared breakfast for them
(John 21:1-9).

Ÿ He appeared to them on another occasion on a mountain in
Galilee, and gave them the commission, 'Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations' (Matthew 28:16-20).
Ÿ During this period also 'he appeared to more than 500
people at one time ... then he appeared to James, then to
all the apostles' (1 Corinthians 15: 3-8)
Ÿ The last occasion on which the disciples saw him was on
the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, about forty days after
the resurrection (Acts 1: 6-11)
This is Luke’s summary of the period after the resurrection:
He showed himself to these men after his death, and gave
ample proof that he was alive: over a period of forty days he
appeared to them and taught them about the kingdom of God.
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The writer of the Acts of the Apostles describes the origin and
spread of the Christian church. According to his account, the
very fact that Christianity became a separate religion is part of
the evidence for the resurrection.
Read Acts 21:27- 28:31 – we see Luke wanted his readers to
understand that it was the belief in the resurrection of Jesus
that was the issue that divided Christianity from Judaism.

7. The transformation of the disciples
When Jesus was arrested the disciples all left him and they ran
away. Peter followed at a distance while Jesus was led away
for trial, and disowned him three times; he was apparently too
ashamed or too afraid to be identified with Jesus now that he
was being tried as a criminal. After the crucifixion the disciples
all hid for a time in a locked room in Jerusalem, because they
were still afraid of the Jewish authorities.
Seven weeks after
the death of Jesus,
however, a dramatic
change came over
the disciples. They
were no longer
afraid or ashamed
to be identified with
Jesus, but were
speaking about him
in public. When this
brought them into
open conflict with
the Jewish
authorities, they
were prepared to be
imprisoned and
flogged rather than
disown Jesus or to
keep quiet (Acts
2-4).
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The evidence of
modern history is
that Jesus Christ is
still transforming
lives in the same
way as the disciples
were transformed
2000 years ago.

In their book “Christianity a ready defence”, (1994) Josh McDowell and Bill Wilson tell the stories of people whose lives
were transformed by Jesus.
We cannot tell the each story in full but have just
included these quotes:
Policeman, Melvin Floyd
I’ve been on both sides of the fence,: a gang member as well
as a policeman. I have seen tragedy, permanent injury,
property damage, wasted lives and even death as a result of
sin. My whole outlook on life has changed since Christ came
into my life.
Coach – Dallas Cowboys, Tom Landry
The most disappointing fact in my life, I believe, is that I
waited so long (33 years) before I discovered the fellowship of
Jesus Christ. How much more wonderful my life would have
been if I had taken this step many years earlier.
Tennis Player, Stan Smith
I began meeting with a group of athletes at the University of
Southern California. These were different guys than I had
known before – and they told me about a person who was
very new and exciting to me – Jesus Christ. Toward the end of
that year, I put my life into his hands. I asked him to give my
life meaning. He helped me find myself and he gave me
self-confidence.
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Medical doctor, Vernon R. Phillips
“… On May 21st 1959, while on a business trip, I was under
deep conviction as I drove along. I prayed for God to save me.
I realised that I was lost and needed God’s help.
But it was not until I said,
anything you want me to
do, Lord, I will do it, that
I could believe, and the
indescribable experience
occurred. Tears of joy ran
down my cheeks as the
tremendous load of sin
was lifted. God gave me
the assurance that I was
a new creature, in Christ
Jesus.
Former Gang Leader, Nicky Cruz
This excerpt from Nicky Cruz’s autobiography, Run Baby Run,
tells of his conversion:
“Wilkerson was speaking again. He said something about
repenting for your sins. I was under an influence of a power a
million times stronger than any drug. I was not responsible for
my movements, actions or words. It was as though I had
been caught in a wild torrent of a rampaging river. I was
powerless to resist. I didn’t understand what was taking place
within me. I only knew the fear was gone.
A covert from Islam, John A. Subhan
Bishop John A. Subhan of the Methodist Episcopal Church at
Hyderabad was a convert from Islam. He was born in Calcutta
into a well-to-do Muslim family whose ancestors were of the
Moghul race and who had served at the great Moghul’s court.
He sums up his experience of Christianity in these words: It is
not a mere acceptance of certain beliefs or dogmas, though
they are necessary, but essentially it is living in close
fellowship with Christ. It is not only a religion to be practiced,
but also a life to be lived.
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Former Satanist anonymous
“My parents were church members, and I had gone to church
fairly regularly with them. But it was an empty thing…”
“I was constantly searching, however for something to fill the
void in my life. At the age of 17 I met a spiritualist medium”…
In March 1960, I signed the horoscope chart that forecast I
would take my life on July 26th. According to the horoscope
my life was no longer of any use. And so on the night of July
25 I wandered the dark streets searching for a way out. I was
terrified at the thought of dying. Beautiful music penetrated
my troubled soul, and I was drawn toward a religious meeting
being held in a large tent. Furtively I entered the tent. The
music ended and the speaker, Leander Penner of the Great
Europe Mission stood up. ‘Tonight I’m going to tell you about
the wonderful power of the gospel’ he said. I wanted to run,
but I was drained of energy. In all my years of churchgoing I
had never heard of this Christ – a personal saviour who had
died for me personally…
Today thanks to God’s grace I’m working in a Bible conference
centre.
Why not find out who amongst your friends are Christians and
ask them the following questions:
How did Jesus transform your life?
How is it different from before?
What does knowing Jesus Christ mean to you?
Bibliography:
Josh McDowell and Bill Wilson, Christianity a ready defence
Colin Chapman, The Case for Christianity
Gary R Habermas, Ancient Evidence for the Life of Jesus
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COUNTDOWN TO ALPHA.....!
Fri 2nd April
Sun 4th April
Sun 11th April
Sun 18th April
Sun 25th April

11am Good Friday Communion
Easter Day Service
2
The Evidence of the Witnesses 1
Alpha Introduction
The Evidence of Modern History

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service
On Sunday 14th & 21st

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

4th April
11th April
18th April
25th April

No Service
No Service
No Service
6.00pm Alpha 1 ‘Who is Jesus?’

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Gt. Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

