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PART 1: January
Revelation 1:4-6
The book of Revelation is probably the most difficult book in the bible to
understand. It is not classified as a letter but as apocalyptic literature.
The word 'apocalyptic' means 'an unveiling.' It is like seeing behind the
stage during the play. John was able to see things that were normally
concealed and record them for our benefit.

There are a number of different ways of approaching this book. We list
just four:
1. Preterist - says that it refers to events in the 1st century AD,
the early church.
2. Historicist says that it refers to the whole of history and we
are living part of the story, the exact chapter varies often
according to current events.
3. Futurist - say it is a detailed timetable for a future period that
schedules the end of history.
4. Idealist - says it is a word to the church for every age and all
ages.
While we accept that it must have meant something special to the
people of the time, we will try to determine through this study what we
can learn as a church and as individual people from the first three
chapters. We will need to be steadfast and consistent in our chosen
approach if we are to learn principles that can be applied to the church
and us as individuals.
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On the Lord's Day, John was in the Spirit when he heard a loud voice
behind him. Who was the one who was speaking and who was the
recipient of each letter?
Someone like a son of man; like but not a son of man. Daniel 7:13
describes one like a son of man, while the book of Enoch records that
Son of Man as one who intervenes in life but is being held back in
heaven until it is time for the Kingdom of God to come.
Here we see some images of the risen Christ.
a) I am the First and the Last; In the Old Testament this is seen as God
describing himself (Isaiah 44:6, 48:12). It is the promise of Jesus that
he will be there at the beginning and at the end, the moment of birth
and the time of death. He is there when we set out on the Christian
journey and when we finish the course.
b) I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever
and ever! This is a claim and a promise of the risen Christ. The claim
that death has been conquered and the promise that Jesus is alive for
evermore to be with his people.
c) And I hold the keys of
death and Hades. Death has
gates (Psalm 9:13, 107:18 &
Isaiah 38:10). It may be that
this is a reference to the
descent to hell (1 Peter 3:1819, Psalm 24). It may also
be a reference, in a wider
sense, that Christians believe
that Jesus Christ has
abolished death and brought
life and immortality to light
through the gospel
(2 Timothy 1:10).
The interpretation of those to whom the letters were written:
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches. The question
arises as to who were the angels. The Greek word for angel is 'aggelos'
which literally means a messenger.
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Therefore the messenger of the churches could have been:
The bishop of the church that is the senior leader or eldership
A messenger who was to take the letter to the church
The guardian angel of the church
The heavenly counterpart of the church
It is interesting to note that in Canada, a 2008 survey of over 1000 Canadians found 67 percent believe in angels.
The seven lampstands are the seven
churches. We must note that each church
was treated individually and not as part of
the denomination of the churches in the
province of Asia. Each local church was
seen as being accountable to the head of
the church, the risen Christ.
The symbolism of the lampstand and a
local church is as follows:
The church should be visible. No one lights
a lamp and puts it in a place where it will
be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead they
put it on its stand, so that those who come
in may see the light.
The church has two sides. There is the Divine side and the human side.
The Divine side, the Head of the church, is perfect. But the human side,
the members of the body, are less than perfect.
The church is precious. The lampstands are gold. This would symbolize
something of great value. Perhaps a case can be made for purity as
well.
The church holds the light. The church can only be a lampstand that
holds the one who is the light of the world. We see in John 1: 1-5 a
clear connection to the word of God being a light and the word (logos)
of God being Jesus. Logos may be taken to mean the mind and power
of God, indeed John describes Jesus as God, "and the Word was God."
Questions:
1. How did John feel when he saw the Risen Christ, Jesus standing
there?
2. Do you believe in the existence of angels?
3. Try to re-write or paraphrase verses 17 & 18 in chapter 1
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Ephesus was a great city with the
largest harbour in Asia, it was
known as the market of Asia. It
claimed to be the first and
greatest metropolis of Asia, in fact,
one Roman writer described it as
the light of Asia. Ephesus was a
free city which meant that it was
self-governing; it was also an
assize town which meant that the
Roman Governor would try the
most important cases in the city.
Ephesus also hosted annual
games that attracted people from
across the province.
Please read the letter in at least
three different versions of the
Bible.

Each letter has the same format of a greeting, an assessment of the
church, an exhortation and a promise.
“I know your deeds” they had been busy with church work, they had
worked hard and persevered in the midst of a pagan city, where the
temple of Artemis was located. It was a centre for religion selling
pagan charms, a centre for immorality and a centre for crime. Yet this
people continued through all the difficulties to be a witness.
Jesus said of them “I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people” and
“You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans.” The Nicolaitans were people
who followed the teaching of Balaam, which in Hebrew means
‘conqueror of the people’, or Nicolaus which in Greek means ‘conqueror
of the people.’ It was a belief that Christian grace so defended the
believer that he could do anything and suffers no harm. Its teaching
confused Christian liberty with unchristian licence.
Jesus exhortation was “You have forsaken the love you had at first”
and “do the things you did at first.”
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It was not so much that they had lost their first love as abandoned their
first love. They left it on their journey as a church into orthodoxy. They
had allowed legalism to have the upper hand. The love they had lost
has two parts:
First, some say it was their love for Jesus they had lost. In the business
of church life they had lost the joy of simply worshipping him. They had
forgotten the excitement of doing things that please him. Today it is
possible for us and our churches to get caught up in the business, the
stress and the pressure of modern living, with all its temptations and
choices, leaving behind somewhere on the journey the simplicity of
spending time with Jesus, talking with him, laughing with him and
crying with him as life drives us ever onwards.

Second, some say
that it was their love
for one another which
had been abandoned.
Perhaps in their
ardour for the truth
they had learnt to hate
the sin but forgotten to
love the sinner.

Or perhaps their fellowship had become institutionalised instead of
being friends meeting together to encourage, support and care for one
another. Friends do not just meet in formal meetings; they eat together,
play together and pray together.
There were three steps in the journey of returning to the right path. They
were: Remember, Repent and Do.
Questions:
1. Identify what three main lessons are taught in this letter.
2. Discuss what we as individuals can learn from these three lessons.
3. Discuss what we could learn as a church from these three lessons.
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Smyrna vied with Ephesus to
be the first city of Asia. It was
called the ornament of Asia,
the crown of Asia and the flower of Asia. It was said that of
all the cities in Asia Smyrna
was the loveliest. It stood at
the end of the road that extended to the far east, and
commanded the trade of the
rich Hermus valley.
There was a long inlet of the sea, like an arm, which ended in a small
land-locked harbour in the heart of the city. It was known as the safest
of all ports. All this meant that it was a great trading city, behind which
was the Pagos; a hill covered with temples and noble buildings.
Please read the letter in at least three different versions of the Bible.
The earliest Christians were Jews and their gentile converts
considered themselves as belonging to the truest form of Judaism.
These Christians believed that obedience to Jesus was as necessary
as obedience to Moses had been in the past. They considered Jews
who rejected Jesus as apostate from the true faith of Israel.
Smyrna had a large Jewish population which was both wealthy and
influential. There was an obvious hostility between these Jews and the
early Christian church. The hostility was probably more to do with
power and position than theology or scripture.
In fact, Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna,
was martyred by being burnt to death on
Saturday 23rd February AD 155. Those
at the fore front of the execution, even
carrying the faggots for the fire, were
Jews. They broke Sabbath law to see
the bishop executed. He could probably
have escaped but had had a dream that
he would die in the fire. Before he was
executed he refused to renounce Jesus
or say that Caesar was Lord.
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Monday 10th Jan:
Tuesday 11th Jan: 9.30 - 11.30am:

Tuesday 4th & 18th Jan, 11.00am - 12 noon:
all welcome
Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings:

Thursdays 9.30 - 11.15am:

Thursdays 1.15 - 2.45pm:
Thursday 6th Jan 8.00pm:
Party at Bob’s; Gallery Photo: 2010 favourite
Friday 10.00am - 12 noon:
drop in for a cuppa and a chat
Friday 21st Jan
Friday evenings

see Rachael

This years mission is 23rd Jan to 8th Feb.
The team will be Roger, Iain, Simon and
Grace from Watton, Vic
from St. Ives, Alan and
Lydia from Aveley, and
Nick from Earlham.
Please pray for this
years team.

The Christians lived with afflictions, ‘thlipsis,’ which meant being
crushed beneath a weight. The church was under pressure from those
in power.
They were also lived in poverty. There are two words for poverty,
‘pernia,’ which meant working class not wealthy, without influence in the
scheme of things, and 'ptocheia,' which describes a man who is destitute. Their poverty was due to two reasons first, they were from the lower classes of society. We know that the lower class in Rome would
starve because corn ships were delayed. Second there food could be
spoiled, their homes attacked and everything destroyed. Being a Christian in Smyrna was not easy and imprisonment in those times was a
prelude to death.
Suffering reminds us of what really matters, whether it is some illness,
or persecution, or some attack. It focuses us and forces us to radically
depend on and trust our God. Suffering helps us to prioritise on doing
what is important; that is his will. An encounter with death shows us
that relationships and love are the things that we should cherish most.
Yet we are called
to be overcomers,
we should not live
our life as victims
of our
circumstances,
neither should we
make excuses for
our limitations. He
who is in us is
greater than he
who is in the world,
He is the first and
the last, the one
who died and is
now alive for
evermore.
Questions:
1. Identify what three main lessons are taught in this letter.
2. Discuss what we as individuals can learn from these three lessons.
3. Discuss what we could learn as a church from these three lessons.
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The city of Pergamum
was sited on a rocky hill
top about 1000 feet high,
which dominated the
valley of the River
Caicus. It was not a trading city like Ephesus or
Smyrna but was
described by Pliny, a ...,
as "by far the most
famous city in Asia."
It gave the impression of being a royal city, which was cloaked with
honour and history; it was the administrative centre for Asia. Pergamum
regarded itself as the custodian of the Greek way of life and of Greek
worship. About 240BC Pergamum gained a great victory over invading
Gauls and in memory of that victory a great altar, 125 feet by 115 feet,
was constructed to Zeus.
Please read the letter in at least three different versions of the Bible.
Jesus says to them I know you live … where Satan dwells. Satan’s
throne is thought by many to be the altar to Zeus. Jesus praised and
encouraged them by saying I know your works, the things you have
endured as a church and individually. It is reassuring to know that
Jesus is aware of all the things we face in life. He said, “you continue
boldly in my Name; you never once denied my Name, even when the
pressure was worst, when they martyred Antipas, my witness who
stayed faithful to me.”
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Imagine for a moment a
town, your town or
housing estate or suburb
where the pastor or an
elder of the church is
murdered for being a
Christian, where the
police take no action or
even appear to be
complicit. Threats are
made against all
Christians no to continue
in the faith.
Sunday is approaching; do
you take your family to
church?
For the Christians in
Pergamum it was a tough
decision but they
continued boldly and never
denied the name of Jesus.

Jesus said they accommodated those of the teaching of Balaam, they
allowed this teaching to infiltrate the church. It is easy to think that sin
has no consequences because grace and the love of God cover over
sin, and yet we are fully aware that sin has consequences.
This teaching of Balaam, this doctrine of the Nicolaitans has an effect at
two levels:
First for the church, this teaching had become a sub-culture within the
church. Error and division often occur where a strong personality within
the church insists in doing things their way. In Pergamum the church
had little by little the infiltration of acts like eating food sacrificed to idols
and immoral liaisons and parties. Second for the individual whose relationships are affected, both with God and man, by their disobedience in
following the teaching of Balaam.
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Jesus is upholding the letter sent by the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15)
which finished “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to
burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: You are to
abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of
strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid
these things. Farewell.” Paul speaks further about this in First
Corinthians chapter eight. Eating the food sacrificed to an idol in a
pagan temple is to be avoided.
The danger of sub-cultures growing up in the church through informal
leadership should be dealt with and formal leadership have a
responsibility, accountability to God to warn or even name or exclude
those who introduce false teaching.
Jesus himself is not neutral in all this and he promises that he “will soon
come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.” It
is interesting to think of Jesus with a sword fighting against false or
adulterated teachings. What is the sword of his mouth?
Hebrews 4:12 says that the word of God is sharper than any two edged
sword. Paul speaks of the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
The sword of Christ we may assume therefore is the word of Christ, his
teaching.

Questions:
1. Identify what three main lessons are taught in this letter.
2. Discuss what we as individuals can learn from these three lessons.
3. Discuss what we could learn as a church from these three lessons.
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Thyatira was a trading city which stood
on the road between Pergamum and
Sardis. Thyatira was a commercial
centre for woollen goods and the dyeing
industry, in fact Lydia the purple seller of
Acts 16: 14 probably came from the area
of Thyatira. There were a large number
of trade guilds in Thyatira and Lydia was
probably the representative of such a
guild in Philippi.
Please read the letter in at least three different versions of the Bible.

The church in Thyatira is commended for their love and faith, their
service and perseverance, and the fact that they are now doing more
than they did at first. Most outside commentators would describe these
attributes as those of a successful church. Nevertheless, Jesus says I
have this against you.
The question arises who is this Jezebel who calls herself a prophet?
The exact Greek wording varies and the meaning could be a) one like
Jezebel, b) that woman or c) your wife. The truth is that we do not
know her identity, but may assume the following. It seems clear that in
the early church women were allowed to speak and have a role in
leadership and like their male counterparts not all were good. The
name may refer to her character; the Jezebel of the Old Testament had
a reputation for wickedness.
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She had an influence in the church and she probably taught that there
was only one God and therefore these idols were not gods and therefore had no effect upon the Christian. The people were used to the idea
of idols, their temples and therefore saw no danger in entering into their
feasts. Jezebel convinced them that it was wrong to cut themselves off
from society or abstain from their guilds. It may be said that she did so
not on principle but to protect business interests. Even today some
would claim that commercial success prove the blessing of God and
speaks louder than the claims of Christ.
She is said to have taught the people fornication. In the temples the
priestesses would have sex with those who came to worship to remind
the gods of fertility and productiveness for their harvest. Perhaps this is
a pagan belief that had infiltrated the church and was familiar to some.
In scripture we should remember that sexual infidelity is normally a
metaphor for spiritual infidelity.
She also claimed to know the deep secrets of Satan; many Christians
get sucked into obsessions about the occult and demonology. They see
the power of Satan everywhere and demons under every bed. They
glory in some secret knowledge.
The claim of Christianity is not that Jesus is one of the saviours or that
he is the chief among saviours; but that he is the only Saviour.

Questions:
1. Identify what three main lessons are taught in this letter.
2. Discuss what we as individuals can learn from these three lessons.
3. Discuss what we could learn as a church from these three lessons.
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JANUARY
SERVICES
Sun 2nd Jan

NO SERVICE

Sun 9th Jan

Morning Service ~ Ephesus - Rev 2:1-7

Sun 16th Jan

Morning Service ~ Smyrna - Rev 2:8-11

Sun 23rd Jan

Morning Service ~ Pergamum - Rev 2:12-17

Sun 30th Jan

Morning Service ~ Thyatira - Rev 2:18-29

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

Sun 2nd Jan 3.00pm

New Year House Party

Sun 16th Jan 6.00pm

Prayer & Praise

Sun 30th Jan 6.00pm - 8.00pm House of Prayer Open House drop in prayer for Mission to India

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

