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We were in the Tuesday morning prayer meeting and God was
opening the scriptures to us through the different people who
were present.
I felt that God wanted to speak to me through a scripture and that
it was an obscure passage. I immediately thought of one of the
minor prophets but nothing came to mind. The feeling was that it
was from a book that I, personally, rarely read so I turned to Job.
I had just opened my bible and someone read a passage from
Job but far from being a confirmation that I was in the right place
it was clear that I was not.
I thought of the book that most people try to skip and that was
Leviticus; I opened the bible to Leviticus 26 and read from verses
3 -13. I wasn't sure how this fitted in to the meeting but the
person leading the prayer meeting asked me to share what God
was saying.

We came to the
conclusion that the
promises in these
verses were for the
church and for
individuals who make
up the church. Hence
the study to take a
closer look.
Read
Leviticus 26:3-13.
Now read it again with
pen and pad handy to
record any thoughts or
words that stand out
to you personally.
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There was a West Ham supporter known as 'iffy' because he
would always say "if only the team had ..." We should not look at
the conditional promises of God as something that could have
been but as something that is for us today.
The most well known promise in the bible is probably the promise
of salvation in John 3:16 which says:
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life."
However, John 3:16 does
not say that salvation is a
free gift to everyone,
anywhere because it
contains an "if" statement
– you will not perish and
have eternal life if you
believe in Jesus! So there
is a condition to that free
gift, and that condition is
that you must accept that
Jesus is Lord, believing in
him. The John 3:16
statement says that you
must not only accept that
Jesus is Lord (the Messiah
as foretold in the Old
Testament) but you must
also submit yourself to him
(something that Satan
does not do!).
So some of God's promises are conditional – they are only "free"
if you obey certain conditions. The word 'if' is used over 1500
times in the bible. Therefore we can assume that our obedience
is important to God.
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Obedience by the power of the Holy Spirit
When we put our trust in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins,
he sends the Holy Spirit to dwell inside us. The inner reality of the
Holy Spirit takes obedience to a new level. Not only does the
Holy Spirit empower us to obey God (Romans 8:12-17), he also
enables us to rest in the security of our salvation in Jesus Christ.
The bible says that the Holy Spirit is the “guarantee” of our
salvation. In fact, the English word “guarantee” is used only three
times in the New King James Version and every time it refers to
the Holy Spirit being the guarantee of our salvation! (Ephesians
1:14, 2 Corinthians 1:22, 2 Corinthians 5:5).
Through the reality of the
Holy Spirit obedience is
transformed from a
heartless routine to an
expression of love for
God. The inner reality of
the Holy Spirit
transforms our
relationship with God
from an impersonal,
distant relationship to a
personal, intimate
relationship where
everything we do in life
involves our relationship
with him – where we see
God involved in
everything we do
through the eyes of faith.
The Christian Lifestyle of obedience
The Christian lifestyle does require obedience and as such it is
our duty to understand how such obedience might be obtained.
True obedience is motivated by love read 1 Corinthians 13 to
discover the kind of love that motivates obedience
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True obedience is sanctifying.
Obedience leads to personal sanctification from an experiential
standpoint. Personal sanctification is both positional, our standing
with God, and experiential our closeness to God.
True obedience is in accordance with God’s revealed will.
Revelation may be personal and appear to be subjective.
However there are tests for weighing revelation see
http://www.watton.org/prophecy/nature/08_weighing.htm as a
starting place. Yet we should not dismiss the counsel of leaders
or the gift of discerning of spirits as we seek the giver of the
revelation.
True obedience is set forth in His divinely inspired Word.
The bible does not
give a formula for
discovering God’s
will in personal
circumstances,
however it does tell
us that we have a
guide, the Holy Spirit,
who will lead us into
all truth and Jesus
himself helps us
make sound choices
in major and minor
decisions through his
peace.
Questions:
1. Why is our obedience important to God?
2. Why is it more difficult to obey godly leaders than God himself?
3. How should we act when the church leader(s) are wrong?
4. What experience have you got of being obedient to God when
it cuts across your natural inclination?
5. What experience have you got of being obedient to godly
leaders when it cuts across your natural inclination?
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Leviticus 26 6 “‘I will grant peace in the land, and you will lie
down and no one will make you afraid. I will remove wild
beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through
your country. 7 You will pursue your enemies, and they will
fall by the sword before you. 8 Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand, and
your enemies will fall by the sword before you.
Peace is a thing that is very precious, whether it is peace in the
land or peace of mind. In the Old Testament and in today's world
peace is linked to prosperity. We say today the peace dividend is
prosperity, security and well being, it has been the same
throughout the years.

Unfortunately, it is reported that, "since the beginning of recorded
history, the entire world has been at peace less than eight percent
of the time! In its study, a periodical discovered that of 3530 years
of recorded history, only 286 years saw peace. Moreover, in
excess of 8000 peace treaties were made--and broken."
(Moody Bible Institute, Today In The Word, June, 1988, p.33.)
We can see why Matthew Henry said "Peace is such a precious
jewel, that I would give anything for it but truth."
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For each of us we know that peace is a wonderful experience.
When we are at peace with God, with mankind, with oneself, and
within our family, we have a life touched by God. Ephesians 2:14
says, "For he himself is our peace," meaning Jesus Christ is
our peace.
Peace comes from the victory that Jesus Christ brought through
the cross. He defeated death and overcame the grave, so that we
might have peace with God. It is that peace with God that allows
us to live a life of Christian victory. The promise of God is that
"You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword
before you. Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of
you will chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the
sword before you."
We must remember who our enemy is Ephesians 6:12
We must remember that the Lord has won the victory
Pointers for not allowing our peace to be disturbed
1) The absence of suspicion and resentment. Nursing a grudge is
a major factor in losing one's peace.
2) Not living in the past. An unwholesome preoccupation with old
mistakes and failures leads to loss of peace.
3) Persist in your walk with God and
your life in the church. Resist the
temptation to withdraw and become
reclusive during periods of
emotional stress because we cut
ourselves off from the source of our
peace.
4) Cultivate the old-fashioned
disciplines such as prayer and bible
reading allowing the peace of God
to direct your path.
5) Do not expect too much of yourself. When there is too wide a
gap between self-expectation and your ability to meet the goals
you have set, feelings of inadequacy and a loss of peace are
inevitable.
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Colossians 3:15 says "Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts" or let the peace of Christ be the decider or umpire of
your hearts. It is right for us to allow this peace to be the arbiter
when conflicting emotions clash in our hearts. If we accept and
follow his decision we will walk in the peace that Christ has won
for us.

Questions:
1. What is your progress, on a scale of 1-10, in:
a. Making peace with God
b. Making peace with oneself
c. Making peace within our family
d. Making peace with other Christians
e. Making peace within church
f. Making peace with our enemies
2. Do you have such peace right now? Or has...
a. Wicked practices prevented you from finding peace?
b. Misplaced priorities robbed you of your peace?
c. Disobedience left you in a place where peace is lost?
d. Bona fide concerns filled your heart with anxiety?
3. Who is the umpire of your heart? How do you make difficult
decisions?
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Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox appeal.........
Fill a shoe box with suggested new items
to give to an underprivileged child for
Christmas including
* TOYS * EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES * HYGIENE ITEMS *
* SPORTS ITEMS * OTHER ITEMS *
See Jo for details

An initiative of Samaritan’s Purse

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 10Th October
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 11th & 25th October
In
9.30 - 11.30pm
partnership
with
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Every Friday
Thursdays 9.30 - 11.15am

10.00am - 12 noon

21st October
Thursdays 1.15 - 2.45pm

8.00pm
- practical uses - Rachael
(Please bring a few photos you don’t mind cutting up)

We recognise the importance of prayer in the life of the
Church and would like to encourage you to join us at
this this month:
our
11.00am -12 noon
10.00am - 9.00pm:
- please drop in between these
times
6.00 - 7.30pm
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Leviticus 26 "I will look
on you with favour and
make you fruitful and
increase your numbers,
and I will keep my
covenant with you."
What amazing words are
recorded in this single
verse, reaching a climax
with "and I will keep my
covenant with you".
A covenant in the Greek means pact or last will and testament. A
covenant is an agreement between two or more persons in which
the following factors or elements are present; the parties, conditions, results and security.
Look at Leviticus 26:3-13 and determine:
1. Who are the parties?
..................................................
2. What are the conditions? ..................................................
3. What are the results?
..................................................
4. What security is there?
..................................................
When we think about the new covenant that as Christians we live
under what are the four elements?
1. Who are the parties?
..................................................
2. What are the conditions? ..................................................
3. What are the results?
..................................................
4. What security is there?
..................................................
In 1 Corinthians 1: 9 Pauls writes to this early church "God is
faithful." In fact, verses 4-9 are worthy of reading and later study.
It is God's determination to be faithful to all that he says that
gives the believer confidence.
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A man was discussing the fragility of many marriages with his
girlfriend and posed the following question, "What if you wake up
one morning and don't love me anymore?" She immediately
responded, "There's always obedience."
Likewise for us obedience should not be left out of our
relationship with God, for it is obedience that releases God's
faithfulness to the covenant.
We have favour through the faithfulness of God
Favour can be described as 1. an approving attitude; good will. 2.
an act performed out of good will, generosity, or mercy.
3. prejudice and partiality; favouritism 4. a condition of being
regarded with approval or good will. 5. a token of love, goodwill,
etc.
When we act in obedience to God we have his approval and good
will. In his favour we find rest, restoration and release.
In the year of Jubilee (the year of his favour) the land was
allowed to rest, land was restored to previous owners and slaves
were released. It is a wonderful thing to live in the permanent and
continuous favour of our God.
As obedient Christians we can live
Ÿ in the rest of
God's guidance
and provision
Ÿ in the victory of
taking back that
which has been
lost or stolen
Ÿ in the freedom
to worship God
in spirit and truth
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We have fruitfulness through the faithfulness of God
God wants you to be fruitful and he wants his church to be fruitful.
In Genesis God commands us to be fruitful (Genesis 1:22, 1:28,
8:17, 9:1, 9:7) and he will make us fruitful (Genesis 17:16 &
17:20).
The Lord wants me to be fruitful in the right things. It is not
enough just to bring forth fruit or to produce something. No, the
Lord wants each of us to be fruitful in the right things. What might
that be?
Paul prayed for the saints in Philippi to be filled with "the fruits of
righteousness" (Philippians 1:11).
He also prayed that the Christians in Colosse would be "fruitful
in every good work" (Colossians 1:10).
The Lord understands that his children will be fruitful at different levels. In the parable of the sower, Jesus said that
some will be "yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times
what was sown " (Matthew 13:23). Is the one that brings
forth fruit at the "100 level" more faithful to God and of
greater value in his sight than the one who brings forth at
the "30 level?" Certainly not, the parable of the talents explains this point (Matthew 25).
We have fullness through the faithfulness of God
When we read Ephesians 3:14-19 we see that it is God's desire
to fill us with the fullness of himself.
As we make a home for
Christ in our hearts
through faith and
obedience, he begins to
give us revelations of the
greatness of his love, the
width, length, depth, and
height of his love.
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Notice that we are to know the love of Christ which passes
knowledge. There are two different Greek words used here, the
word for knowledge means to just know about it in your mind.
The word used for to know means to “know absolutely”, to feel,
perceive, and experience. This means that we are not to just
know about God’s love we are to experience it. This kind of love
is the most awesome experience we can have; it is the very
presence of God in us. This is the greatest pleasure that you are
created to experience. As we continue to walk in this kind of love,
we become filled with all the fullness of God. Love creates an
atmosphere where God can dwell. This is what all of the saints
have experienced. This is God’s desire for you.
Our Faithfulness
We also are called to be faithful and Mark Hatfield tells of touring
Calcutta with Mother Teresa and visiting the so-called "House of
Dying," where sick children are cared for in their last days, and
the dispensary, where the poor line up by the hundreds to receive
medical attention. Watching Mother Teresa minister to these
people, feeding and nursing those left by others to die, Hatfield
was overwhelmed by the sheer magnitude of the suffering she
and her co-workers face daily. "How can you bear the load
without being crushed by it?" he asked. Mother Teresa replied,
"My dear Senator, I am not called to be successful, I am called to
be faithful." (the book 'Beyond Hunger')
Questions:
1. Are you meeting the conditions of your covenant
1. To God
2. To his church
3. To the church leadership
4. To your spouse
5. To your family
2. What is wrong with comparing or competing with other
Christians in our work for God?
3. Do you know God's love for you?
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"Leviticus

26 You will
still be eating last year’s
harvest when you will
have to move it out to
make room for the new.
I will put my dwelling
place[a] among you, and
I will not abhor you. I will
walk among you and be
your God, and you will
be my people."
[a] Or my tabernacle

The word tabernacle literally means dwelling place or dwelling
amongst. It is also the word used to describe the tent of meetings
that Moses erected in the wilderness. Moses received two things
on the mountain, first was the law and second the plans to build
a tabernacle. The tabernacle or dwelling place of God was the
place were The Israelites were able to access grace through the
feasts that were ordained by God.
His people because of his presence
The evidence of us being the people of God is his presence
amongst us. In his presence we can experience
The power of his love - tears of joy flow, our heart leaps within us
The power of his knowledge - the bible or someone speaks his
word to us, for us.
The power of his action - weather changes, healings happen,
lives changed
The power of his authority - freedom from past and present
snares and habits
The power of his care - security, safety and rest - we are content,
at peace
Provision through his presence
His presence with us (tabernacle) is consistent with his unmerited
favour being poured out by providing for us.
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Spiritual provision in his plan
"Where God guides, God provides." This simple truth is played out
over and over in the Bible. How do you discern where God is
guiding your life?
David prayed to God for guidance. Prayer is our most important
and most powerful tool for guidance. Psalm 25:4: Show me
your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths.
James (1:5) says God wants to help you. He wants you to ask
for his divine help.
It is strange that most of us rarely use our most powerful tool,
prayer, in an effective way. We would not think of digging the
foundation for a house with a teaspoon, we would use the
appropriate tools. Nor should we imagine making decisions
concerning directions to take in life, without pouring our hearts
out to God in prayer.
Our Father in Heaven wants the best for us. He has a perfect
plan for our lives. Our key to living out his plan and being in tune
with his will, is not only believing in God, but obeying him as well.
Believing without obeying is not faith, and obeying without
believing is salvation by works. We must simply trust and obey.
Think about your life. Is God providing you with the necessary
"tools" to go in the direction you are taking? Or is God not
providing? Remember, only where God guides, will God provide.
Where God does not provide, he is not guiding.
Questions
1. What was Peter's experience of the manifest presence of
Jesus Christ described in 2 Peter 1:16-18?
2. Describe an occasion when you experienced the presence
of Jesus?
3. How have you experienced God's provision?
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Leviticus 26 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out
of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the
Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you
to walk with heads held high."
What is freedom? Why is freedom so important to people in our
society?

Write three things that the word 'freedom' makes you think about.
1 ................................................
2 ................................................
3 ................................................
There are four quotes that are worth discussing:
1. A wise man once said "Love God and do what you like", simple,
Jesus said "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching." Love
and obedience to God is simply different sides of the same coin.
(anon)
2. God's purpose in redeeming men from sin is not to give them
freedom to do as they please but freedom to do as He pleases,
which is to live righteously. (John MacArthur)
3. Either sin is with you, lying on your shoulders, or it is lying on
Christ, the Lamb of God. Now if it is lying on your back, you are
lost; but if it is resting on Christ, you are free, and you will be
saved. Now choose what you want. (Martin Luther)
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4. If you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ you are free. (D.L.
Moody)
There are two big questions that many people do not ask about
freedom and they are:

1. Freedom from
what?
2. Freedom to do
or be what?

Can you think of three areas in which Jesus Christ has set you
free from?
1. ................................................
2. ................................................
3. ................................................
Can you think of three areas in which Jesus Christ has set you
free to?
4. ................................................
5. ................................................
6. ................................................
Discuss these six areas and explain how Jesus set you free.
Read Luke 7:36-50 and then focus on verse 47 where in the
Message version it says "If the forgiveness is minimal, the gratitude is minimal."
Is it also fair to say that if the freedom granted is minimal, the
love is minimal?
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Sun 2nd Oct:
Sun 9Th Oct:

“Obedience” Leviticus 26:3-5
Harvest Festival

Sun 16th Oct:

“Favour” Leviticus 26:9

Sun 23rd Oct:

“Provision” Leviticus 26:10-12

Sun 30th Oct:

“Freedom” Leviticus 26:13

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

