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As we read Romans 5:1-5 we hear the joy of Paul's confidence in God.
Trusting faith has done what the labour to produce the works of the law
could never do; it has given a man peace with God. Before Jesus came,
no man could ever really get close to God.
H. G. Wells in a book writes of a man whose mind was so tensed and
strained that he was close to a complete nervous and mental
breakdown. His Doctor told him that the only thing that could save him
was to find the peace that fellowship with God can give. "What" he said,
"to think of that, up there, having fellowship with me! I would as soon
think of cooling my throat with the milky way or shaking hands with the
stars!" To him God was completely unfindable.

People often think
that God is either
unavailable,
disinterested or
unfindable. Yet
Jesus came as the
visible image of the
invisible God, to
show that he is
available,
interested in you
and me, and not
just findable but
seeking to reveal
himself to us.

Through Jesus we become part of God's family, part of God's
household. We are at home in the presence of God.
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In Romans chapter 5 verse 1 we read "Therefore, since we have
been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ"
The word justification, justify or justified, as used by Paul, is quite
difficult to understand and does not have the same meaning as in a
normal English sense. If we justify ourselves, we produce reasons to
prove that we were right; if someone justifies us, he produces reasons
to prove that we acted in the right way. In Greek, the verb to justify
does not mean to prove or to make a person or thing something; it
always means to treat or account or reckon a person as something. If
God justifies a sinner, it does not mean that he finds reasons to prove
that he was right. It means that God treats the sinner as if he had not
been a sinner at all. Instead of treating him like a criminal to be
destroyed, God treats him as a child to be loved.

Justification
means that
God
reckons us
not as his
enemies but
as his
friends, not
as lawbreakers to
be punished
but as men
and women
to be loved.
This means that to be justified is to enter into a new relationship with
God, a relationship of love and confidence and friendship, instead of
one of distance, enmity and fear.
Christianity therefore is not about the regulation of the law nor is it
about rituals of empty routine nor is it about religious sacrifices, it is a
relationship full of love, faithfulness and service.
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W. Wiersbe writes in his book Key Words of the Christian Life
"My friend Dr. Roy Gustafson has the finest illustration of justification I
have ever heard. It seems that there was a man in England who put his
Rolls-Royce on a boat and went across to the continent to go on a
holiday. While he was driving around Europe, something happened to
the motor of his car. He cabled the Rolls-Royce people back in England
and asked, “I’m having trouble with my car; what do you suggest I do?”
Well, the Rolls-Royce people flew a mechanic over! The mechanic
repaired the car and flew back to England and left the man to continue
his holiday.

As you can imagine, the fellow was wondering, “How much is this going
to cost me?” So when he got back to England, he wrote the people a
letter and asked how much he owed them. He received a letter from the
office that read: “Dear Sir: There is no record anywhere in our files that
anything ever went wrong with a Rolls-Royce.” That is justification!"
(W. Wiersbe, Key Words of the Christian Life, p. 16)
Louis Berkhof says “ Justification may be defined as that legal act of
God by which he declares the sinner righteous on the basis of the
righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is not an act or process of renewal,
such as regeneration, conversion or sanctification, and does not affect
the condition but the state of the sinner. Justification takes place
outside of the sinner in the tribunal of God, removes the guilt of sin,
and is an act, which is complete at once and for all time.
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We distinguish two elements in justification, namely:
a) The forgiveness of sin on the basis of the righteousness of
Jesus Christ. The pardon granted applies to all sins, past,
present and future and therefore does not admit repetition
(Psalm 103:12, Isaiah 44:22, Romans 5:21, 8:1, 8:32-34,
Hebrews 10:14). This does not mean that we need no more
pray for forgiveness, for the consciousness of guilt remains,
creates a feeling of separation, and makes it necessary to seek
repeatedly the comforting assurance of forgiveness (Psalm
25:7, 32:5, 51:1, Matthew 6:12, James 5:15, 1 John 1:9).
b) The adoption as children of God. In justification God adopts
believers as his children, that is, places them in the position and
gives them all the rights of children, including the right to an
eternal inheritance (Romans 8:17, 1 Peter 1:4). This legal
sonship of believers should be distinguished from their moral
sonship through regeneration and sanctification. Both are
indicated in the following passages: John 1:12, 1:3, Romans
8:15-16, Galatians 4:5-6.”

Questions:
1. Give an illustration of justification by God?
2. How are you justified?
3. How do you know you are justified?
5

Romans chapter 5 and verse 2 says, "through whom we have
gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand."
William Barclay explains that there are two wonderful pictures in the
word access:
1) It is the regular word for introducing or ushering someone into the
presence of royalty; and it is the regular word for the approach of the
worshipper to God. It is as if Paul was saying, " Jesus ushers us into
the very presence of God. He opens the
door for us to the presence of the King of Kings; and when that door is
opened what we find is grace; not condemnation, not judgment, not
vengeance, but the sheer, undeserved, incredible kindness of God."
2) But the word has
another picture in it. In late
Greek it is the word for the
place where ships come in,
a harbour or a haven. lf
we take it that way, it
means that so long as we
tried to depend on our
own efforts we were
tempest-tossed, like
mariners striving with a
sea which threatened to
overwhelm them
completely, but now that we have heard the word of Christ, we have
reached at last the haven of God's grace. and we know the calm of
depending, not on what we can do for ourselves, but on what God has
done for us. Because of Jesus we have entry to the presence of the
King of Kings and entry to the haven of God's grace.
We should remember that biblical words for grace do not imply a
personal virtue as does the English word. They indicate undeserved
favour from a superior to and inferior which is the case of divine grace
to wards mankind. This favour to the individual as both a created being
and a sinner results in a transformed life.
This is why the Psalmist writes "You are my place of safety" (Psalm
59:9, The Living Bible)
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Juan Carlos Ortiz.
gives this
illustration of
grace
"Watching a
trapeze show is
breathtaking. We
wonder at the
dexterity and
timing.

We gasp at near-misses. In most cases, there is a net underneath.
When they fall, they jump up and bounce back to the trapeze. In Christ,
we live on the trapeze. The whole world should be able to watch and
say, "Look how they live, how they love one another. Look how well the
husbands treat their wives. And aren't they the best workers in the
factories and offices, the best neighbours, the best students?" That is
to live on the trapeze, being a show to the world. What happens when
we slip? The net is surely there. The blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
has provided forgiveness for ALL our trespasses. Both the net and the
ability to stay on the trapeze are works of God's grace. Of course, we
cannot be continually sleeping on the net, if that is the case, I doubt
whether that person is a trapezist."
We stand in the grace, the unmerited favour of God in Jesus Christ. We
should live our life on the trapeze, enjoying the excitement of each
moment. Let us live on the edge in our Christian life; as someone once
said, if you're not living on the edge you're taking up too much room.
God provided the trapeze and the safety net so let us rejoice and enjoy
living life to the full.
Questions:
1. Is it ever right to have fun with God?
2. Have you ever had fun with God?
3. Why are Christians described as the happiest people in the
world by Demos Shakarian?
4. Why don't most Christians act that way?
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Every Friday
Thursdays 9.30 - 11.15am

10.00am - 12 noon

18th Nov
Thursdays 1.15 - 2.45pm

8.00pm
‘Photos for Publication’ - Angela

We recognise the importance of prayer in the
life of the Church and would like to encourage
you to join us at our
this
month:
11.00am -12 noon
6.00 - 7.30pm
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Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox appeal.........

Bring your filled shoebox
Presentation Singing Stories Puppets

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 14th November
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 8th & 22nd November
In
9.30 - 11.30pm
partnership
with
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Saturday 4th December:
Scouts Christmas get together at Two Mile
Bottom - Worship Group to sing carols

Sunday 11th December:
Noah’s Ark Family Carol Service 10.30am

Friday 16th December:
Friendship Club Christmas Dinner

Sunday 18th December:
Carols By Candlelight 6.30pm

Sunday 25th December
Christmas Morning Service 11.00am

Sunday 1st January
New Years Service 11.00am followed by
Buffet Lunch and games for the children
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As we read Romans 5
verse 3 & 4 we see
that " we also rejoice
in our sufferings,
because we know that
suffering produces
perseverance;
perseverance,
character; and
character, hope."
No sooner has Paul spoken about grace than the other side of the
matter strikes him. All this is true, and it is glory; but the fact remains
that in this life the Christians are up against it. It is hard to be a
Christian in Rome. Remembering that, Paul produces a great climax.
"Trouble," he said, "produces fortitude." The word he uses for trouble or
sufferings literally means pressure. All kinds of things may press in
upon the Christian; difficult and distressing circumstances, sorrow,
persecution, unpopularity and loneliness. All that pressure, says Paul,
produces fortitude.
The word he uses for fortitude or perseverance means more than
endurance. It means the spirit which can overcome the world; it means
the spirit which does not passively endure but which actively
overcomes the trials and tribulations of life.
When Beethoven was threatened with deafness, that most terrible of
troubles for a musician, he said: " I will take life by the throat."
Someone once said to a gallant soul who was undergoing a great
sorrow: " Sorrow fairly colours life, doesn't it? " Back came the reply: "
Yes! And I propose to choose the colour! "
When Henley was lying in Edinburgh Infirmary with one leg amputated,
and the prospect that the other must follow, he wrote Invictus.
" Out of the night that covers me, black as the pit from pole to pole, I
thank whatever gods may be for my unconquerable soul.”
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Fortitude is not the spirit which lies down and lets the floods go over it;
it is the spirit which meets things head on and overcomes them.
"Fortitude," Paul goes on, "produces character." The word he uses for
character is used of metal which has been passed through the fire so
that everything base has been purged out of it. It is used of coinage as
we use the word sterling. When affliction is met with fortitude out of the
battle a man emerges stronger, and purer, and better, and nearer God.
We should remember the following Epigrams on Perseverance
Ÿ There aren't any hard-and-fast rules for getting ahead in the
world -- just hard ones.
Ÿ You don't have to lie awake nights to succeed. Just stay
awake days.
Ÿ There is no poverty that can overtake diligence - Japanese
proverb.
Ÿ By perseverance
the snail reached
the Ark Spurgeon.
Ÿ Triumph is just
"umph" added to
try

A story from Our Daily Bread tells of perseverance in prayer
"One day George Muller began praying for five of his friends. After many
months, one of them came to the Lord. Ten years later, two others
were converted. It took 25 years before the fourth man was saved.
Muller persevered in prayer until his death for the fifth friend, and
throughout those 52 years he never gave up hoping that he would
accept Christ! His faith was rewarded, for soon after Muller's funeral the
last one was saved."
Questions:
1. What are the characteristics of a person of Good Character?
2. Why is a good character essential in a Christian Leader?
3. What do you consider to be the most important virtue for a
Christian?
4. Do you display that virtue?
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Romans 5:4 & 5 "...and character, hope. And hope does not
disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us."
" Character," Paul says, " produces hope." Two men can meet the same
situation. It can drive one of them to despair, and it can spur the other
to triumphant action. To the one it can be the end of hope, to the other
it can be a challenge to greatness. " I do not like crises," said
Lord Reith, " but I do like the opportunities they provide." The difference
corresponds to the difference between the men.

When a man's hope is in
God, it cannot turn to
dust and when a man's
hope is in God, it cannot
be disappointed. When a
man's hope is in the love
of God, it can never be
an illusion, for God loves
us with an everlasting
love backed with
everlasting power.
When we read in the
bible of God's love we
should remember that
love personalised is love
individualised. God loves
you personally and
individually.

Someone once said, "On the whole, God's love for us is a much safer
subject to think about than our love for Him." We show our love of God
through the obedient act of loving one another. Yet love makes us
vulnerable and is often costly.
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Dick Hills in "Love is a Costly Thing" wrote:
"She was lying on the ground. In her arms she held a tiny baby girl. As I
put a cooked sweet potato into her outstretched hand, I wondered if
she would live until morning. Her strength was almost gone, but her
tired eyes acknowledged my gift. The sweet potato could help so little -but it was all I had.
Taking a bite she chewed it carefully. Then, placing her mouth over her
baby's mouth, she forced the soft warm food into the tiny throat. Although the mother was starving, she used the entire potato to keep her
baby alive. Exhausted from her effort, she dropped her head on the
ground and closed her eyes. In a few minutes the baby was asleep. I
later learned that during the night the mother's heart stopped, but her
little girl lived.
Love is a costly thing. God in His love for us (and for a lost world)
"spared not His own Son" to tell the world of His love. Love is costly,
but we must tell the world at any cost. Such love is costly.
It costs parents and sons
and daughters. It costs
the missionary life itself. In
his love for Christ the
missionary often must
give up all to make the
Saviour known. If you will
let your love for Christ,
cost you something, the
great advance will be
made together.
Remember, love is a
costly thing. Do you love
enough?"
Many people have tried to describe love or define love, there was even
a comic strip in the newspaper called "What is Love?" Here are a few of
my favourite descriptions:
What is love?
It is silence--when your words would hurt.
It is patience--when your neighbour's curt.
It is deafness--when a scandal flows.
It is thoughtfulness--for other's woes.
It is promptness--when stern duty calls.
It is courage--when misfortune falls.
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It is natural to love them that love us, but it is supernatural to love them
that are indifferent to us.
The author, Elsie Jeanette Oxenham, wrote:
Love ever gives.
Forgives, outlives,
And ever stands
With open hands.
And while it lives,
It gives,
For this is love's prerogative To give, and give, and give.
A final thought:
A young man said to his father at breakfast one morning, "Dad, I'm
going to get married."
"How do you know you're ready to get married?" asked the father. "Are
you in love?"
"I sure am," said the son.
"How do you know you're in love?" asked the father.
"Last night as I was kissing my girlfriend good-night, her dog bit me and
I didn't feel the pain until I got home."

God's love will not fail you personally, even if you do feel the pain.
Questions
How would give testimony of God's love for you personally?
What evidence would you give that you love God?
Who do you love?
How would you describe love?
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Sun 6th Nov

Shoebox Celebration: Family Service

Sun 13th Nov Remembrance Sunday: ‘Enjoying God’s Peace’
Sun 20th Nov ‘Producing Worthwhile Characteristics’
Sun 27th Nov ‘Hope in the Love of God’

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

