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Revelation 1:4-6
As our study continues we will try to find what we can learn as a
church and as individual people from the first three chapters of
Revelation. As we read the final three letters let us remember
that the author of each letter is not
portrayed as the humble teacher from
Nazareth but as an all-powerful King,
victorious in battle, glorious in peace.
The one who has everything put under
his feet, who hold the keys of death
and hell and is the image of the
invisible God. In fact, if you want to
know what God is like look at Jesus.
It is this Jesus who communicates to his church.
Sardis was a city of degeneration, 700 years before it had been
one of the greatest cities in the world. The king of Lydia lived in
Sardis and ruled his empire with oriental splendour.
The word Sardis is plural because
there were actually two towns,
one in the valley below and one
on a 1500 foot plateau above. The
plateau had sheer sides making it
almost impregnable. The wealth
of Sardis was legendary, through
the lower town was a river where
gold deposits were found.
The Sardian King Croesus was at war with Cyrus of Persia who
had laid siege to Sardis. A Sardian soldier dropped his helmet
over the battlements and climbed down to retrieve it and was
seen by the Persians. That night a party of Persian troops climbed
up the plateau and over the battlements. The Sardians thought
themselves too safe to need a guard and so Sardis fell.
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Please read the letter in at least three different versions of the
Bible.
Jesus said to the church in Sardis “you have a reputation of
being alive, but you are dead”. It may be that the church was
busy doing things for their own pleasure, which has the
appearance of life in the activity but is spiritually dead.
Paul writes to Timothy “But the widow who uses her life to please
herself is really dead while she is alive” (1Timothy 5:6). Luke
records the parable of the prodigal son who was dead and is
alive again (Luke 15:24). It is important that what the church
does is pleasing, that it gives pleasure so that it attracts others,
pleases God but not that this is licence to become self-indulgent.
The church in Sardis had little persecution simply because it was
spiritually dead, it posed no threat to its pagan neighbours.
The warning to the church in Sardis is a clear lesson from history.
Wake up! But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and
you will not know at what time I will come to you. They were
warned to keep watch, strengthen what remains and finish the
things they had started.
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It is a simple truth in local church life that often people start well. It
is easy in the first flush of enthusiasm to begin well, however as
time pass little gets done until it is forgotten as something we
used to do. This attitude stems either from a complacency that
says “well someone else can do it” or from a sub-culture that is at
odds with the church leadership. This sub-group operates because there is a lack of watchful understanding of what is to be
achieved, a lack of watchful understanding that things have crept
into their personality from their old life. Things like “my rights” or
“my opinion”, in fact pride resides when humility and servanthood
have left.
The church is called to watch and to pray, to guard against false
teaching, to be on watch against temptation, to look out for Jesus
Christ for his presence by the Holy Spirit and for his return. Selfindulgence, apathy and complacency are the enemy of holy living.
Jesus exhorts the church
in Sardis saying
“Remember, therefore,
what you have received
and heard; hold it fast,
and repent.”
Remember what you
have received;
remember the gospel
you heard and how you
heard it. Holdfast to the
truth you have don’t
abandon what you have
and repent.
Questions:
1. Identify what three main lessons are taught in this letter.
2. Discuss what we as individuals can learn from these three
lessons.
3. Discuss what we could learn as a church from these three
lessons.
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Philadelphia was
founded by colonists
from Pergamum under
the reign of Attalus and
as such was the
youngest of the 7 cities.
'Philadelphos' is the
Greek for 'one who
loves his brother,' such
was the love of Attalus
for his brother Eumenes that he was called Philadelphos and the
city was named after him.
Philadelphia was not a garrison town but deliberately founded as
a missionary of Greek culture and language to Lydia and Phrygia.
It was the centre of a grape growing area and a famous producer
of wines. Destroyed by an earthquake in AD 17, when it was
rebuilt it was given a new name of Vespasian Philadelphia and
then again to Flavia until at last the name Philadelphia was
restored. Later it became a great city and stood against the flood
of Islam and the Turks. Indeed for centuries it was a free Greek
Christian city and was the last bastion of Asian Christianity.
Please read the letter in at least three different versions of the
Bible.
Jesus says to the church in Philadelphia “See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.” But what is this
door?
Some have said that it is a door of opportunity to witness, which
could not have been opened humanly, which is a privilege and a
responsibility. Some say it is the ushering in of a messianic community, a new kingdom of David, with Jesus as key holder to this
new Kingdom of God.
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Others have claimed that the door is Jesus through whom we
must enter to gain access to God. While still others say that it is
the door of prayer that can never be closed. The Christian will
always have access to God in prayer through our great mediator
Jesus Christ. The truth is that Jesus opens doors for churches and
individuals; it is our responsibility to enter in to all he has for us.

Jesus said, “I know that you have little strength, yet you have
kept my word and have not denied my name”. This kind of perseverance is a continuing perseverance, in other words its not over
till its over. It is keeping to the teaching day after day not dependant on our own strength but on the provision of God. It is standing firm when your legs turn to jelly in the face of threats and
actual persecution. Again this is not a courage that comes from
within but an assurance that flows mingled with grace from the
throne of God.
Questions:
1. Identify what three main lessons are taught in this letter.
2. Discuss what we as individuals can learn from these three
lessons.
3. Discuss what we could learn as a church from these three
lessons.
6

COMING SOON
A day for women to meet to enjoy times of refreshing from the Lord

Sue and her husband Jeff lead an Elim Church in the Rhondda
valley, South Wales and is a worship leader. She has travelled on
missions trips to Malasia, Thailand, Ghana, India and Europe.
God has blessed her with a real sense of humour.
She says “I do have a heart for the broken, hurting and lonely,
because I was such a person for many years and for various
reasons. One summer on holiday some years ago, God drew me
to Isaiah 61, and he really opened up that passage to me about
the healing of our hearts and minds.”

Saturday 5th March 2011 10.00am - 4.00pm
at WATTON PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Cost £10 ~ including Lunch
Bookings to June Brown by Saturday 19th February

Watch out for details of
our next Alpha Course.......
Coming soon......
Who could you invite?.......

FEBRUARY EVENTS
Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

18th February:

Thursday 3rd February 8.00pm
Gallery photos: “Winter”
EVERYONE WELCOME

FEBRUARY EVENTS

in the Church
Tuesday Mornings
1st & 15th February
11.00am - 12 noon *Drop in prayer*
Sunday 27th February
6.00pm - 8.00pm

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 14th Feb
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 8th Feb 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

TFG Mission 2011 Photo Gallery
23rd January
To 8th February

Follow the mission
to South India

www.watton.org/tfg

The city of Laodicea straddled the great road to the East. It only
took peace to make it a successful commercial city and the
Roman Empire brought that peace. .
It was a banking and
financial centre, as
well as a centre for
clothing manufacture.
It also was renowned
as a centre of
excellence for medical
knowledge. The city
had a Jewish
community with
approximately 7500
male Jews
Please read the letter in at least three different versions of the
Bible.
Jesus warns the church in Laodicea about the danger of being
neither one thing or the other. It is said that this is a reference to
the towns water supply. They had to pipe in warm water, they
could not get cool water from the mountains or hot water from
the springs at Hierapolis. Jesus was saying you remind me of the
water you yourselves complain about.
Jesus condemns indifference and neutrality for neither are a possible strategy to the Christian. It is suggested that it is better not
to start along the Christian path than settle for a conventional or
ritualised and meaningless Christianity.
He did not reject these believers but issued a personal invitation
for them to open the door to him. To eat with them is a picture in
the ancient world of intimacy. It is a sad truth that many Christians keep areas of their life separate from their Christian walk
and parts of their lifestyle or behaviour go unchallenged by their
faith in Christ.
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The church in Laodicea was guilty of self-sufficiency, they thought
they were rich. We can easily forget to bring some activity or area
of our life to God because we think we do not need him. They
thought they were rich but they were in fact poor.
I heard a story about a pastor who visited China and the elders of
a church he visited asked to pray for him and his church. On his
agreement they started to pray for the persecuted church in England. The pastor said to them that the church in England doesn't
suffer persecution. They continued to pray for the suffering church
in England. He interrupted once more but was told when we pray
for the sick they are healed, when we pray demons flee, when we
pray people are set free. It is not that way in England, because of
the persecution of plenty you suffer from spiritual poverty.
Jesus rebukes the church because of his love for them and his
rebuke proves that love. However, pride in many Christians views
chastisement or constructive criticism as an affront to their
spirituality. We
are at our best
when we are
teachable, for
when we stop
learning we
stop growing,
leading and
ministering.
We are simply
going through
the motions.

Questions:
1. Identify what three main lessons are taught in this letter.
2. Discuss what we as individuals can learn from these three
lessons.
3. Discuss what we could learn as a church from these three
lessons.
12

In this summary we are going to look at the blessings of
overcoming and discuss who the letters were for exactly.
Each letter ends with "Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches."
This statement has three effects; first, it individualises the
message, the statement makes it clear that this message is for
everyone of us. Often we hear a preacher speak and think these
words are for that person or that this person should have been
here to hear that. This statement removes this possibility, it says
this is for you.
Secondly, it generalises the message to say that it applies to the
whoever, that means everyone in every generation. Finally, the
idea of hearing what the Spirit is saying speaks of a close, loving
relationship. Jesus did not die and just leave a book, a manual
for us to follow in life. No, he rose from the dead and is the living
word of God with whom we can communicate through prayer.
There is a blessing in each message for those who overcome
and we complete the study by looking at some of them.

a) I will give the right to eat
from the tree of life, which
is in the paradise of God:
Two lovely thoughts here
of the tree of life in the
middle of the Garden of
Eden and Paradise. They
speak of a peace that is
beyond understanding.
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b) I will give you life as your victor’s crown: The Greek word for
crown here is 'Stephanos' which is associated with joy and victory. It was given to the winning athlete at the games or to a faithful
magistrate at retirement from his duty. The faithful believer will
also his receive his crown, life itself will be his crown.
c) I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone with a new name written on it: To the Jew to
eat hidden manna was to enjoy the messianic age. There is another wider meaning and that is manna is referred to as 'the grain
of heaven' (Psalm 78:24 which could mean heavenly or spiritual
food). There is a Rabbinic legend that precious stones fell with
the manna from heaven. The white stone would simply stand for
a precious gift from heaven. However, black and white stones
were used in a court's verdict. The black stone meant guilty and
white meant acquittal, this means that the stone would stand for
our acquittal in God's sight.
To be given a new name by God reminds us that in the heathen
world a new name was given to mark a new status. We are now
adopted sons of the living God.
d) I will give authority over the nations: This makes us think of
Psalm 2, which is a messianic psalm showing the Messiah extending the Kingdom of Israel.

Many an
evangelist has
been motivated
by the words "Ask
me, and I will
make the nations
your inheritance,
the ends of the
earth your
possession"
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e) He will be dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of
that person from the book of life: White clothes had to do with purity or innocence but also had to do with festivities (Ecclesiastes 9:
7-8). A king would have a register where the names of his citizens
would be written. If a citizen committed a crime against the state
or if he died his name would be erased. To have one's name written in the book of life is to be numbered amongst the faithful citizens of the Kingdom of God
f) I will make a pillar in the temple of my God: The faithful Christian will be a pillar in the temple of God. A pillar in a church is a
great and honoured support. Peter, James and John were the pillars of the early church in Jerusalem (Galatians 2:9). It is not that
we can be supports in our own strength or wisdom but it is that he
will make us a pillar.
g) I will give the right to sit with me on my throne: It is said that
there are two thrones mentioned in the message. The first is my
'throne' This is the condition of the glorified saints who will sit with
him. Second is the 'Fathers throne' which is God's throne which is
the power of divine majesty. No one may sit with the father except
the Son who is both God and man.
The promise of sharing the throne is the climax of a series of promises, it is interesting to note that the crowning promise is given to
the most unpleasing of the churches. It shows that with God the
highest place is in reach of of the lowest among us and that the
faintest spark of grace may be fanned into the mightiest flame of
divine love.
Questions
1. Look at the promises in each letter and discuss their meaning
2. List three promises that you think would encompass all
3. Discuss and determine three things that could be learnt by the
church
4. Discuss and determine three things that could be learnt by you
as individuals or as a group.
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FEBRUARY
SERVICES
Sun 6th Feb

Morning Service ~ Sardis - Rev 3:1-6

Sun 13th Feb

Morning Service ~ Philadelphia - Rev 3:7-13

Sun 20th Feb

Family Service ‘Don’t Splash!’

Sun 27th Feb

Morning Service ~ 7 Churches - A Summary

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service on
Feb 6th, 13th & 27th

Sunday 27th February
* drop in prayer 6.00 - 8.00pm *

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

