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Walking with Jesus is one of the greatest experiences, privileges
that is available to mankind. When Jesus walked this earth, about
2000 years ago, his disciples saw him do incredible things. The
bible tells us time and again that the people who were present
were amazed.
The bible tells us that Jesus is alive and that he is the same
yesterday, today and forever. We can therefore assume that
Jesus is doing the same things today. If we want to experience
what Jesus can do in people's lives we too must walk with him,
keep close to him.
Our walk is different from the walk of the early disciples, our walk
is a walk of faith. Believing enables the bible to come to life in our
hands. Believing empowers our prayer life to greater realities.
Faith allows us to see the possibility and the reality of changed
lives, healed bodies, transformed minds, and peaceful and
contented lifestyles. There is an incredible peace following in
Jesus; walking with him.
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Let us start with a question: Is England a Christian country?
About 71.6% of the population identify themselves as Christians[1],
yet many of these people misunderstand the bible, are misguided
about faith or simply find Christianity a religion of convenience. It
is not sensible to think that anyone can be good enough to enter
heaven just because they were born in England or enter
'Christian' on the census form. Neither is it right to believe that by
going to church, no matter how regularly, this will give us the right
to enter heaven.
So what does the bible really say?
'In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless he is born again".' (John 3:3). Being born
again or born from above, saved or converted speaks of a
spiritual conversion, that is a work done by God rather than a
decision by man.
'Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit"'
(John 3:5). Many have thought the reference to water had
something to do with baptism, however this doesn't make sense
in the context of the passage. Water refers to natural birth while

I tell you the truth,
anyone who will not
receive the kingdom of
God like a little child
will never enter it
(Luke 9:17). This
speaks about the
simplicity of the faith
necessary to enter. It
speaks of believing in
Jesus Christ.
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"For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save
the world through him.
Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned
already because he has not
believed in the name of God’s
one and only Son" (John
3:16-18). This passage tells us
of the breadth and the depth of
God's love. It tells us what we
must do to enter in.
We need to believe in him, that is the condition that God lays
down to enter into heaven. It is more than believing that he is
who he says he is or that he can do what he says he can. It is
also receiving Jesus as Saviour, asking or inviting him into our
lives, that we also may live in him.
Even the faith to believe is a gift from God, so that no man can
boast. We ask or invite him in as Lord and Saviour of our life by
prayer. Then and only then can we truly know God's forgiveness
and friendship. Accepting Jesus Christ involves:
1. Agreeing with God that we are to blame for turning our
backs on him.
2. Trusting God to forgive us completely because Jesus paid
the price for our self-centredness.
3. Choosing to follow Jesus.
To accept Jesus Christ, you must put your life in his hands. God
is not so concerned with your words as he is with your attitude.
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If you go to church or identify yourself as a Christian and are not
certain that you are going to heaven when you die, then you
should pray and ask Jesus into your life. when you have done
this many things will have happened:
1. Jesus Christ has come into your life by his Spirit and he will
never leave you.
(Revelation 3:20, Hebrews 13:5)
2. You have been forgiven completely. (Colossians 2: 14)
3. You have a
new power in
your life,
enabling you to
change.
(Colossians 2:15)

4. You can begin
to experience life
with God as he
intended.
(John 17: 3,
John 10:10)

Once you have done this you should find out how you can serve
in your local church. Serving Jesus is the privilege of every
follower of Jesus Christ. That is everyone who truly is a Christian.
Questions:
1. Do you have the assurance that you are going to heaven?
2. When is the last time you prayed this prayer with someone?
3. What is the difference between committing your life and
re-committing your life to Jesus?
4. Is it possible to lose your salvation?
[1] Office for National Statistics. "Religion". Statistics.gov.uk.
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/STATBASE/ssdataset.asp?vlnk=8301. Retrieved
2009-09-05.)
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It is possible to hypothesise or theorise about
whether God heals today
or not, but really, if you
have experience of God
healing you or someone
else you are convinced.
If you have never had
this experience then you
will only believe that God
can heal today by faith.
Healing is one of those areas where it is better felt than telt (told
or talked about).
HEALING IN THE BIBLE
There are two aspects of healing described in the bible:
Ÿ Evangelistic healing, where signs follow the preaching of
the word of God; and
Ÿ Ecclesiastical healing, where believers pray for one
another. There is also the practice of anointing with oil,
and or, calling upon the elders of the church to pray.
Two things are needed for receiving healing prayer and faith; our
approach to God and receiving or taking what is provided for us.
Yet we must remember the sovereign will of God, he blesses
according to his own wisdom and purpose.
Healing as a part of the atonement
Isa 53:4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows,
yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and
afflicted.
Isa 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace
was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.
Isa 53:6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has
turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity
of us all.
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Healing here should not be seen as purely spiritual (i.e. salvation)
but must include the physical.
Mat 8:16 When evening came, many who were demonpossessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with
a word and healed all the sick.
Mat 8:17 This was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet
Isaiah: "He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases."
In Isaiah 53 the word "infirmities" is the Hebrew word “choli”
which usually means sickness weakness or pain and the word
sorrows is the Hebrew word “makob” meaning pain (Young's Concordance).
Peter explicitly connects Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross
(1 Peter 2:24-25) with “ by his wounds you have been healed.”
The argument is also set forth by Paul, that Christ has redeemed
us from the curse of the law, of which sickness is a definite
aspect (Galatians 3:13-14).
HEALING TODAY
Some believe that healing
was only for the time of the
apostles, but like all the
gifts of the Spirit they are
for today.
Healing is not a
prescriptive thing; there is
no set of rules, no recipe
to follow. Being used in
healing has more to do
with relationship.
Sickness is the consequence of the curse that came upon man
after the fall. In this sense, all sickness stems from man’s first sin,
though it does not follow that an individual’s personal sickness is
due to his own personal sin.
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A lady was asked the question when her husband died in an
accident in the docks, “Did he die because of his sin or was it
yours?” We should keep away from such legalistic and
judgemental applications.
The question
is often raised
about
choosing
between
doctors or
God. This
should not be
an either/or
question.
The rejection of cure or remedy revealed by God to man as used
in modern medicine, in favour of direct divine healing, is in itself
not a reasonable act of faith in God’s wonderful providence.
How do we see sick people healed?
James 5:14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of
the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of
the Lord.
James 5:15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick
person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be
forgiven.
James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray
for each other so that you may be healed.
The way to see people healed is to pray for sick people. Martin
Scott said “The first hundred people you pray for, for healing are
the most difficult because few get healed.”
What do we do when folk are healed?
We must give glory to God and rejoice in what he has done. In
first world countries we have forgotten the art of celebrating
before God. Testimonies of healing raise people's faith.
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What do we do when folk are not healed?
When people are not healed it is important not to leave them
feeling guilty or condemned.

This is particularly
important when people
die. We live in bodies
that are mortal and grow
old. There is no age in
the Spirit, but our bodies
grow old. Divine healing
is available, however, to
all ages.

The time must come when we leave this body of clay, this
habitation behind and go to be with the Lord, unless of course he
returns before that day. When God’s time comes for us to go
home, we must remember that it is an appointment. Many
Christians have prayed for the Lord to spare their loved ones, but
instead of them being healed, the Lord has taken them home.
Unfortunately, in some cases those left behind have become
bitter. We must seek to comfort those who are bereaved and it is
good for us to know that God knows exactly what he is doing and
why he is doing it. At the funeral of his son an Indian pastor said
"God doesn't make mistakes", and the truth is he doesn't.
Questions:
Why is healing a prominent part of Christian belief and practice?
What is an appropriate way of thanking God for a healing?
Have you personally ever experienced a healing?
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

17th June:

Summer Outing to
Saturday 11th June
Meet 10.00am at church
See Jon for details....
Gallery photo: SKY

NEW!
Tuesday Mornings
7th & 21st June
11.00am - 12 noon

starting,
continuing on from
Various times &
places
See Richard for details
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WOMEN FOR THE KINGDOM 2011 CONFERENCE

We shall explore some of
God’s treasures that are
available to us today.
Ministry by the WFTK team
2nd - 4th September
LETTON HALL
Cost £95.00
Bookings to Terrie

A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 13th June

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 14th June 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

in partnership
with
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On 1st June Ken, Pat and Bob are paying another visit to
the Falconer Children’s Home in Zambia for two weeks.
Please pray for them during this mission as part of the
Falconer Trust.

We shall be taking part in this years carnival on
Sunday 12th June 10.00am - 4.00pm. There will be
a stall promoting our children’s work. Children
from Noah’s Ark will be walking in the parade, and
the Church will be open with an exhibition of the
things we do, and providing refreshments.
If you are able to help please see Tasha.
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In England it has been taught that you never discuss politics or
religion in polite company. It is said that our belief is private. The
bible however does not agree with these ideas. Jesus gave, us,
his disciples this command:
"Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
(Matthew 28:16-20)
As Christians we hold the unique position of knowing what it is
like to be lost and what it is like to be found. We can identify with
those who are lost, we know their fears and understand their
doubts. We have been where they are and know their need.
Jesus commanded us to
share what we believe,
our faith is personal but
not private. Jesus
suffered and died paying
the price for our sin, that
is the things that we get
wrong, fail or fall short in.
He paid the price not only for us to experience a better life but for
our neighbour to experience the fullness of life that comes
through a relationship with God.
The good news (the gospel) of Jesus Christ has been changing
people's lives for 2000 years. It is still changing lives because
individuals like you and me are willing to tell their story of the
encounter they had with Jesus.
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Perhaps the important question here is not why or when we
share our faith but how.
The Alpha book gives 5 words about how we should share our
faith all beginning with the letter 'P'. They are:
Presence
Sharing our faith arises out of relationship and co-operation with
the Holy Spirit. We are called to be salt and light but these things
only work if they are present. When we live in a community
people will look at our lifestyle. What we believe should make us
a better person. (1 Peter 3:1-2)
Persuasion
As human beings we face difficult issues,
common questions. We are all looking for
answers to life's questions. The Christian has
been found by the one who is the way, the
truth and the life. Our persuasion is to
introduce people to Jesus and to what he
has done. (2 Corinthians 5:11, Acts 17:2-4)
Proclamation
There is also a time for the proclamation of the gospel. When the
good news is preached and when the Holy Spirit convicts people
of their sin, I have heard it said many times "I can't remember
what the preacher said, I just knew I had to respond".
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Power
The Holy Spirit is at work within us changing us from the inside
out, as opposed to education which works from the outside in. It
is the power of God working in us that is often a witness to others.
However, the Holy Spirit often does things sovereignly or through
individuals. These acts of power are often called signs and
wonder which follow the preaching of the word of God. They are
signs because like a sign they point towards Jesus and the truth
of his words and teachings, secondly they are called wonders
simply because the wonder of the presence of God and his
Kingdom have been present in the midst of the gathering.
Prayer
Prayer is an important, no vital element in sharing our faith. The
two-way communication of prayer enables us to hear what God
wants us to do, as we pray for someone. We are able to ask God
to open blind eyes (2 Corinthians 2:4), and that we may have the
confidence to do what God asks in sharing our faith.(Acts 4:29-31)
We should not underestimate the power of prayer in evangelism.
We should be encouraged to pray for others.

Paul said in
Romans (10:1)
"Brothers, my heart's
desire and prayer to
God for the Israelites
is that they may be
saved."

What is your desire?
Questions:
Why do you share your faith?
How do you share your faith?
What has happened when you have shared your faith?
16

What is a testimony? We tend to think of a court of law or some
formal sense of giving evidence. Yet the word, in this context,
means a frank, open admission or acknowledgment or
declaration of faith or of a religious experience.

As we have seen in last week's study, evangelism is a normal
part of being a Christian. Yes there are evangelists who are
specially called to this area of God's work, but we are all called to
do the work of the evangelist. This does not mean preaching or
standing on a platform or in a pulpit somewhere. The work of
evangelism is seen in many different ways and here are a few:
1. Lifestyle
2. Character
3. Explaining
4 Giving context to the unexplainable
5. Love expressed for others to God

Presence
Persuasion
Proclamation
Power
Prayer

Luke in Acts 8:4 explains what can happen even when Christians
are at their lowest ebb. "The believers who were scattered went
from place to place, where they spread the word" (God's Word
Translation).
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The Greek word for spread is 'euagg' (or euaggelizo) which
means to tell or proclaim the good news. The word preach is
used instead of share in many versions meaning that people
think about the evangelist rather than evangelism.
If 'euagg' is to tell the good news then 'euaggelion' is the good
news or gospel that is spread.
In Greek outside the New Testament the word 'euaggalion' was
important in the cult of emperor worship; this is where the
emperor was believed to be a divine ruler who controlled nature,
dispenses healing, serves as a protective god, and brings
blessings.
Luke used his words carefully so that his readers could identify
with something in their own experience, he was saying that those
who were scattered were ordinary people with an extra-ordinary
message. They told it in homes, in the market place, in places of
worship, in fact just about anywhere they went. Even as they
passed through a place they told people about the good news of
Jesus Christ and his salvation.
Therefore we might say that giving our testimony is a frank, open
admission or acknowledgment or declaration of our faith
concerning or of our experience of the good news about Jesus
and what he has done for us.
You may not be
aware of this but you
are the world's
number one expert
in how Jesus sought
and found you; how
he rescued you from
the meaningless way
of life handed down
to you.
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Here are some pointers, that may help you to share your story:
1. Start at the beginning and finish at the end, keeping it brief
between.
2. Pray before you start.
3. Use the before, what happened and after method.
4. Don't include pointless detail or jargon.
5. Keep to the point and try not to criticise others.
6. Give glory to God in what you say.
Remember you may only have a short period of time to share the
message especially if it is in the market place or over the bread
counter in some supermarket. Therefore have a message for all
occasions, think about and practice:
a twenty second testimony
a one minute testimony
a three minute testimony
a five minute testimony
Then be ready
to share
remembering
that you will
not be alone,
the Holy Spirit
will be with
you every step
of the way.
Who knows it
could be that
your testimony
is a life-saver.
Questions:
1. Are you ready to share your testimony?
2. Would you be willing to give your testimony in the church?
3. Why is prayer an important part of giving your testimony?
4. Identify where it would or to whom it would be most difficult
to share your testimony so that you can pray for an
opportunity.
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Sun 5th June

How can I be sure I will go to heaven?

Sun 12th June

No service - Watton Carnival Exhibition in the Church

Sun 19th June Why do Christians tell others?
Sun 26th June What is my testimony?

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

Sun 26th June

7.30pm - Joint Home Groups
Testimony & Games Night

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

