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Some people believe that the things said of Jesus could apply to
many men. But Jesus fulfilled all the 60 major prophecies about
him and the 270 ramifications or scriptural subsidiary consequences.
Professor Peter Stoner in “Science Speaks” calculated using the
laws governing probability that for just 8 prophecies to be fulfilled
is 1 chance in 10 to the power of 17.
Now that doesn't mean much to me.
Well if we take 10 to the power of 17 silver dollars and lay them
out over the state of Texas, the mass would cover the whole
state 2' deep in silver dollars; if the same was done in England
the depth would be 10'. If you then made a mark on one of the
silver dollars and somehow mixed it in with the rest, then blindfolded a man and asked him to pick out the marked silver dollar
with the mark on, that is 1 chance in 10 to the power of 17.
So having dealt with the idea of just a co-incidence, let us look at
just some of the prophecies about Jesus Christ.
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Psalm 118:22 “The stone the builders rejected has become the
capstone”
Isaiah 53:1 -3 “Who
has believed our
message and to whom
has the arm of the
LORD been revealed?
He grew up before him
like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of
dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to
attract us to him, nothing in his appearance
that we should desire
him. He was despised
and rejected by men, a
man of sorrows, and
familiar with suffering.
Like one from whom
men hide their faces
he was despised, and
we esteemed him not.”
The prophecy of rejection is clear and can easily be seen to be
the reality of Jesus. He was rejected by his own people, even by
the priests who should have been aware of God's will, his plan
and purpose. But it is clear that they were priests in name only.
Matthew 26:3-4 “Then the chief priests and the elders of the
people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name
was Caiaphas, and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way
and kill him.”
There is a wonderful commentary that refers to the prophecy of
Isaiah in John chapter 12, where it explains the reality of the
rejection of Jesus.
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John 12:37 - 43 “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous
signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him. This
was to fulfil the word of Isaiah the prophet: "Lord, who has
believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?" For this reason they could not believe, because, as
Isaiah says elsewhere: "He has blinded their eyes and deadened
their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn--and I would heal them." Isaiah
said this because he saw Jesus' glory and spoke about him. Yet
at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him.
But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith
for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved
praise from men more than praise from God.”
Jesus had done many miraculous signs in their presence but still
they would not believe. Truly this confirms that these people
would not believe the evidence of their own eyes or trust their
own hearts because they felt that they might lose something of
the praise of men by their confession.
Psalm 118 speaks of the stone that the
builders rejected becoming the
capstone. It is of no coincidence that
Peter uses this scripture when, both he
and John are before the Sanhedrin
accused of the misdeed of healing the
man at the Gate Beautiful. He says
"Rulers and elders of the people! If we
are being called to account today for an
act of kindness shown to a cripple and
are asked how he was healed, then
know this, you and all the people of
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the
dead, that this man stands before you healed. He is "'the stone
you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.' Salvation
is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given to men by which we must be saved."
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The charge against them was clear that they had rejected the
Messiah, the fulfilment of the prophecy was that they had rejected Jesus, had him crucified and that this Jesus God had raised
from the dead was the Messiah. The only one by whom men may
be saved and have a relationship with God. Peter had explained
the scripture.
They would also have been aware of the stories of the physical
fulfilment of this prophecy. In building the temple none of the
stones were to be worked on the temple site. The stones were
cut at the quarry, dressed and brought to the site to be fitted into
place. The story tells of a stone that was cut very early on in the
construction, but was continually rejected because it did not fit
their purpose. The builders had finished and just the final stone
needed to be put into place, "the capstone". The builders could
find nothing to suit the need then they came across the stone that
had been so often rejected and it became the capstone, it fitted
exactly, it was the stone that was the glorious completion of the
temple of God.
Peter was saying that you
God's people have rejected
the prophets and now you
have rejected the one who is
the capstone who completes
this spiritual temple. Peter in
his letter explains the
message of the gospel.
1 Peter 2:1 – 10 "Therefore,
rid yourselves of all malice
and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy,
and slander of every kind.
Like newborn babies, crave
pure spiritual milk, so that by
it you may grow up in your
salvation, now that you have
tasted that the Lord is good.
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As you come to him, the living Stone-rejected by men but chosen
by God and precious to him - you also, like living stones, are
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For in
Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be
put to shame."
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who
do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the
capstone," and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock
that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the
message--which is also what they were destined for.
But you are a
chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people
belonging to God,
that you may declare
the praises of him
who called you out of
darkness into his
wonderful light. Once
you were not a
people, but now you
are the people of
God; once you had
not received mercy,
but now you have
received mercy."
Questions:
1. Has everyone at some time rejected Jesus?
2. Have you ever rejected Jesus? If so how and when?
3. Have you rejected the teachings of Jesus?
4. Is rejecting his teaching the same as rejecting Jesus the
person?
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It is worthwhile reading the whole of this prophecy in several
different versions of the bible because it is so central to the
Christian lifestyle. Jesus became the sacrifice once for all and for
ever. The scripture clearly explains the experience of Christians
and why they trust Jesus.
Read Isaiah 53: 5-12
From the New Testament we read about the fulfilment of the
words of Isaiah. These words show what people said and thought
while Jesus was alive, and what the early church taught after his
death while those who lived through the time of his death were
still alive:
John 1:29 The next day John
saw Jesus coming toward
him and said, "Look, the
Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world!

John 11:47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a
meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are we accomplishing?” they
asked. “Here is this man performing many signs.
John 11 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in
him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.”
John 11:49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high
priest that year, spoke up, "You know nothing at all!
John 11:50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one
man die for the people than that the whole nation perish."
John 11:51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that
year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation,
John 11:52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered
children of God, to bring them together and make them one.
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In the Sanhedrin there were both Pharisees and Sadducees. The
Pharisees were not a political party; they were only interested in
living in accordance to every detail of the law. While the Sadducees were only interested in retaining their political power together with their social power and standing. They thought that as
Jesus gained followers he may cause a civil disturbance that the
Roman authorities would never allow. Thus they would lose all
that they considered important.
It would be useful to read John 11: 47-53 in the Message version
of the bible and any other paraphrase versions to better perceive
what was being said.
What we see is an example of dramatic irony. Caiaphas meant
that it would be better for Jesus to die than that they should have
trouble with the Romans. What Caiaphas said was true but not in
the way that he meant. It was true in a far greater and more wonderful way.
The early church made a beautiful use of these words. In the first
order of service book, The Didache also called the teaching of
the twelve apostles, it was laid down that when the bread was
broken these words should be read,
“Even as this bread
was scattered upon the
mountains, and was
brought into one, so let
the Church be brought
together from the ends
of the earth into the
Kingdom.”
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The scattered children of God brought together and made one.
Acts 10:43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."
Acts 13:38 "Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that
through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.
Acts 13:39 Through him everyone who believes is justified from
everything you could not be justified from by the law of Moses.
Questions:
1. Has God ever used you without you realising it at the
time?
2. How important is unity within the local church?
3. What do we actually mean by unity in the local church?
4. What would you do if God gave you a word for your local
church?
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Every Friday
10.00am - 12 noon

19th August

Thursday 4th August
8.00pm
Gallery Photo:
‘Holiday Highlights!’

Tuesday Mornings
2nd & 16th August
11.00am - 12 noon
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A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 8th August

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 9th Aug 9.30 - 11.30pm
in partnership with Norfolk PCT

in partnership
with
11
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Friday 2nd to
Sunday 4th
September

Cost of Conference:
£95 inclusive
£45 per day

Haggai 2:7 I will shake all nations and the desired of all nations
will come, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD
Almighty.
Gen 18:18 Abraham will surely become a great and powerful
nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed through him.
The purpose and plan of God is
that all people everywhere
would have the opportunity to
accept Jesus Christ, to believe
on him and receive the
redemption of their souls,
salvation for all the nations. It is
easy to believe that one nation
is special or even chosen but
God has made the pathway of
obedience available to all. The
promise to Abraham is a
promise for us. Paul writes to
the Galatians (3:8) "Scripture
foresaw that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, and
announced the gospel in
advance to Abraham: "All
nations will be blessed through
you.""
Peter explains on the day of Pentecost that the promise is for us
Acts 2:39 The promise is for you and your children and for all
who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call."
Acts 2:40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."
Paul writes in his letter to the Romans (4:13) "It was not through
law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that
comes by faith."
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Jesus himself taught the disciples they would preach his name to
all nations and make disciples.
Luke 24:46 He told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will
suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
Luke 24:47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
Mat 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit,

Questions:
1 What modern day evidence is there that the prophecy of
Haggai 2:7 and Genesis 18:18 has been fulfilled?
2. Which people most influenced your decision to follow Jesus?
3. Let each person in the small group give their testimony of
salvation
4. When were you baptised? Share your story in the small group
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Psalm 110:1 Of David. The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my
right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."
Jesus is now at the right hand of God. There are three points to
be made here:
First, Jesus now does sit at the right hand of God, thereby
fulfilling the prophecy of David in the psalm. We have a priest, a
mediator at the right hand of God interceding on our behalf.
Jesus is the High Priest who offered himself as a sacrifice, once
for all, at the cross and having completed his work has sat down
at the right hand of God.
The right hand is symbolic of the place of power and authority.
This is why Jesus could say to his disciples "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me." Jesus is seated at
the right hand of God, not resting but is building his church to the
glory of God.
Mark 16:19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was
taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God.
Luke 24:50 - 51 When he
had led them out to the
vicinity of Bethany, he lifted
up his hands and blessed
them. While he was blessing
them, he left them and was
taken up into heaven.

Secondly, we see Jesus using this psalm to give an insight to the
people about the Messiah who was to come. The current teaching was that the Messiah was "The son of David". The Messiah
was the man to rid the Jews of the imposition of rule from Rome
and who would set the Jews free.
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Jesus asks them how could it be that David in a vision could hear
the LORD say to his Lord? He asked If David called him Lord how
can he be his son? Everyone understood the psalm to be a
messianic text. Jesus suggests that to call the Messiah the son of
David is not adequate, it is not sufficient to give a true portrayal of
who the Messiah truly is and that the true description of him is Son
of God.
Matthew 22:41 - 46 While the Pharisees were gathered together,
Jesus asked them, "What do you think about the Christ ? Whose
son is he?" "The son of David," they replied. He said to them,
"How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'?
For he says, "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until
I put your enemies under your feet."' If then David calls him 'Lord,'
how can he be his son?" No one could say a word in reply, and
from that day on no one dared to ask him any more questions.

No one could say a word in reply. William Barclay says "There
would be few that day who caught anything like all that Jesus
meant; but when Jesus spoke these words, even the densest of
them felt a shiver in the presence of the eternal mystery. They
had the awed and uncomfortable feeling that they had heard the
voice of God, and for a moment, in this man Jesus, they glimpsed
God's very face."
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The third point is that this scripture was used on the day of
Pentecost to explain the reality of what had happened in
Jerusalem only weeks before. Peter did not lessen the crime of
those who had crucified Jesus. in fact, he speaks of the
resurrection of Jesus, the miracles that Jesus performed, and the
words of David to prove to people that Jesus was the Messiah.
The shuddering horror of this reality hit them and causes them to
cry out "Brothers, what shall we do?" or "Brethren, what are we to
do?"

They had recognised the enormity of their crime they had rejected
Jesus, the one who had come to save them. They believed that
now there could be no way for them to be absolved of such a
crime. Peter teaches them that Jesus is the way; he forgives sins
and promises the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had made a way
where before there was no way.
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It is interesting for us living today to note the final sentence of the
scripture below. The promise is for you, those who are yet to be
born and those who are far off, meaning everybody.
Acts 2:31 – 39 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did
his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are
all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to the right hand of God, he has
received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured
out what you now see and hear. For David did not ascend to
heaven, and yet he said, "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my
right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."'
"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." When the
people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and
the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" Peter replied,
“Repent and be
baptized, every one
of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of
your sins. And you
will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.
The promise is for
you and your
children and for all
who are far off-for all
whom the Lord our
God will call."
Questions:
1. Why is it a benefit to the church that Jesus is now at God’s
right hand?
2. How is it a benefit to you personally, that Jesus is now at
God’s right hand?
3. What is the promise that is for you?
4. How are you going to fulfil the promise that is in you?
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Sun 7th August

Rejected by his own people

Sat 13th August
Sun 14th August

Family Fun Day - Wells Cole Centre
(see page 12 inside)
He died as a sacrifice for sin

Sun 21st August

Salvation for all nations

Sun 28th August

Now at God's right hand

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

