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As we begin this months study let us take time to recognize that:
1. Jesus is Saviour and Lord
2. Jesus Christ is head over everything and he, Jesus Christ, is
the head of the church.
3. We have a responsibility to build on the foundation laid for us.
4. Jesus is building and will build his church.

Let us also take
a little time to
share about our
response to
these
statements and
our feelings
about them.

John 20:24-29
Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not
with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe.”
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas,
“Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into
my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed;
blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
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We all have doubts at some time for faith is confidence in what we hope
for and assurance about what we do not see. It is by faith that we
please God.
Should we excuse Thomas's doubts
Imagine a court case and you
are commanded to give a
verdict. We will first hear the
case for the prosecution and
then the case for the defence.
You must then choose was
Thomas a hero or a zero.
The case for the prosecution
First, he was absent when he should have been present. Why was Thomas not present? Was it because he needed to go to the supermarket
or visit family, probably not, it was because he did not believe Jesus
was raised from the dead. He may have withdrew himself confused,
hurt and disappointed. His lack of faith caused him to Doubt.
Secondly, he should have known, Jesus had taught them. John records
(John 14:5) that Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord, we don’t know where you
are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus then gave a full explanation John 14:6-14. Could it be that Thomas did not believe Jesus?
Thirdly, he should have
believed the other ten
disciples when they told him
that Jesus had risen from
the dead. Thomas's answer
was that of the skeptic "I
want to see and touch for
myself before I believe". He
wanted tangible evidence
that required no faith. What
happened in the week after
being told leading up to his
encounter with Jesus?
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The case against Thomas is that he did not believe Jesus, he absented
himself from the group of disciples and he wanted evidence before he
would accept.
The case for the defence
The case for the defence lies with three principles that could be helpful
to any Christian.
First, the words that Thomas uttered when confronted by Jesus, he
said “My Lord and my God!” We should always speak as though Jesus
was listening to our conversation for indeed he is. We should take care
about the words we use.
Secondly, the response of Jesus was gracious and caring towards Thomas. Jesus could see the potential in Thomas. He confronted Thomas
and said to him “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” Thomas believed and was a changed man, he did not sulk, neither did he resent
being confronted, rather he learnt from it.
Thirdly, tradition
says that Thomas
brought the gospel
to India, and
according to legend,
St. Thomas attained
martyrdom at St.
Thomas Mount in
Chennai and is
buried on the site of
San Thome
Cathedral.

Questions:
1. How do you find Thomas the Apostle on a scale of 1-10 from zero to
hero?
2. Should we excuse the doubts that Thomas had?
3. If you were the one in court how would you find about yourself?
4. What are you going to do about it?

This is one of the great bible themes concerning Jesus Christ. Many
people would recognize Jesus as their Saviour but less people want
Jesus as their Lord, few want to do what they are told, shown or
commanded to do. Yet the very name Jesus from the Greek means
' the Lord who saves.'
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In the bible we see his claim of Deity. There are recognized attributes of deity and they are possessed by Jesus.
Immutability
Hebrews 13:8
Eternity
John 1:1-2, John 8:58, John 17:5, Colossians 1:17
Omnipresence
Matthew 28:20. Ephesians 1:23
Omniscience
John 2:24-25, John 16:30, John 21:17,
Colossians 2:1-3
Omnipotence
Colossians 1:19, Revelation 1:8, Philippians 3:20-21
The claim of deity is proven. Jesus Christ is God.
His claim of Dominion. The disciples and others in the bible regularly
called him Lord. The word Lord is properly an adjective, signifying
having power or authority. When used as a noun it means Lord, Master
or Owner.
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We read in Romans 1:2-5, the Good News Version
The Good News was promised long ago by God through his prophets,
as written in the Holy Scriptures. It is about his Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ: as to his humanity, he was born a descendant of David; as to
his divine holiness, he was shown with great power to be the Son of
God by being raised from death. Through him God gave me the privilege of being an apostle for the sake of Christ, in order to lead people
of all nations to believe and obey.This also includes you who are in
Rome, whom God has called to belong to Jesus Christ.
He is Lord in the sense of his sovereignty. His right to rule is clear and
his ability to rule is clear in the gospels. He has dominion over all things
(Ephesians 1:21-23; Hebrews 2:8)

His call to Discipleship, is clear, he requires that people to follow him,
learn from him, and live to the pattern he has set. He is the teacher we
are the pupil, he is the master we are the workman.
The disciple of Jesus Christ must in the final analysis, take Jesus as
their final authority in life, behaviour, speech and attitude. Anything else
is a denial of his Lordship in their life.
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His calls to devotion in the sense of love and worship are based not
in the fact that he is Lord or in what his Lordship provides for us. His
call to devotion is based in the fact that he first loved us thereby releasing in us the ability to love others as a flower releases a perfume that
fills a room.
We can discuss
the number of
ways or what it
means to love
him; however,
Jesus sums it up
best when he
says, "If you love
me, you will
obey what I
command"
(John 14:15)

His call for deference should we reflect on the manner in which we
respond to his Lordship. We must be able to say:
I submit to Jesus Christ
I submit to his authority
It is straightforward submitting to the personal words that Jesus may
speak to us. It is quite another thing to submit to his authority seen in
the bible and the church. People often want a direct word from the Lord
rather than having to trust their interpretation of the bible or the words
of an overseer in the church.
We should compare the three scriptures, Matthew 22:16, Romans
12:10 and Romans 13:1, to discover how deference to his Lordship
works in practice.
Questions:
1. Is, 'I will do what Jesus would do," too simple a way of practicing submission?
2. How are you a disciple of Jesus Christ?
3. Should we submit to church leaders and what should we do if
they are wrong?
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Every Friday
Thursdays 9.30 - 11.15am

10.00am - 12 noon

16th Sept
Thursdays 1.15 - 2.45pm

Thursday 8th September 8.00pm
Gallery Photo: ‘Transport’

Tuesday Mornings
6th & 20th Sept
11.00am - 12 noon
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A confidential low cost
Counselling Service with
professionally trained counsellors
Appointments Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings

WATTON CHILD
HEALTH CLINIC
Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Monday 12th September
in partnership
with

Meeting at Watton
Pentecostal Church
Tuesday 13th & 27th Sept
In
9.30 - 11.30pm
partnership
with
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Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox appeal.........

Filling a shoe box with suggested new items to give to an
underprivileged child for Christmas from
* TOYS * EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES * HYGIENE ITEMS *
* SPORTS ITEMS * OTHER ITEMS *
See Tasha for details
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An initiative of Samaritan’s Purse

1 Corinthians 3
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder,
and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care.
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ.

The term 'Wise Builder' conveys the idea of an architect or site
manager, that is one who oversees the work and knows the plan that
God has for the building. One may feel that there are two views here:
1. Each one should be careful how he builds
2. Jesus said "I will build my church" (Matthew 16:18)
These two thoughts are not opposed but run in parallel. We may say
that Sir Christopher Wren built St. Paul's Cathedral. However, we find
that he did not lay a stone neither did he approve everything that was
incorporated into the building.
Jesus Christ is building his church and he is using the overseers of the
church, the members of the church, the workers within the church to
complete his plan for the local church. We must not think that Jesus is
not intimately involved in how his church, even the local church, is
being built. Since we are like living stones (1 Peter 2: 5) we should focus on how we build up ourselves and how we build up the local church.
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The foundation has been laid. Jesus said, “It is finished.” Everything
has been done for you to build your life. Your salvation, my salvation is
complete, it is finished in Jesus Christ.
There is only one foundation and that is Jesus Christ. To understand
this we should look at the conversation in Matthew 16. Jesus asks “But
what about you, who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.”
Jesus replies, "And I tell you that you are Peter, (stone or rock) and on
this rock I will build my church, ..."
Jesus was saying on the rock of your confession of faith I will build my
church. In the Greek Peter is the personal translation while rock is the
impersonal
translation. The
Church was not
built on a person
but on a thing. The
confession of faith
is that Jesus is who
he says he is and
therefore we can
say that the
foundation of the
church is Jesus
Christ.
Every Christian has the same foundation otherwise we stand condemned (John 3:18).
If you don't have Jesus Christ as your foundation then you have no
foundation at all. The foundation is the confession that we believe that
Jesus is the Messiah (the Christ), the Son of the Living God. It is easy
to distinguish between the man who built on the sand and the man who
built on the rock. One man's building stood the test of time and weather.
Foundations are important.
Questions:
1. Who do you say Jesus is?
2. Why are foundations important?
3. How can you be sure that your foundation for life is Jesus
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1 Corinthians 3
If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones,
wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test
the quality of each person’s work. If what has been built survives, the
builder will receive a reward. If it is burned up, the builder will suffer
loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through
the flames.
You build on the foundation which is Jesus Christ. This fact alone
should cause us to build in a considered, honest and honourable manner. We should exercise due diligence in the consideration of what and
how we build.

The foundation is the same; the
superstructures are different but
the foundation is the same for
each person or local church. Just
as each person is called to a
particular plan set out by the
master builder, Jesus Christ. It is
the same with the local church,
each church must build in
accordance with the call of God
and the revelation given to them.
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You have a choice of materials with which to build and they are readily
available. Just as Proverbs teaches us, the one who sows
righteousness reaps a sure reward. (Proverbs 11:18). In the same
way if we build with good things then we end up with something good.
These materials, these good things are readily available. They are the
fruit of the Spirit love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is
no law. They are the natural consequence of a relationship with the
Holy Spirit and being filled with him.
The materials are visible to the observer whether we speak of an
individual or the local church.
The materials may be seen in our:
Conduct
- The way we behave in different situations especially
when under pressure.
Character
- Who we are, the coming together of the features and
traits that form the individual nature of some person or
thing.
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Communion
Commitment

Contribution

- The act of sharing, or holding in common;
participation in fellowship and friendship.
- The pledge or promise to engagement and
involvement in some task or vision, such as building
the church.
- The giving of time, finance and self to the work of
God in your own life and in the local church.

Each one should build with care, that is think about what we are building
and how we are building, remembering that it is the people who are the
local church.
We should remember that our workmanship will be tested by fire and the
true character of the building is revealed.
Questions:
1. Using the five C's what do you see in the church?
2. Using the five C's what do you see in yourself?
3. What will be revealed after the fire?
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Sun 4th Sept: “Thomas’s doubt”
Sun 11th Sept: “The Lordship of Christ” (Shoebox appeal starts)
Sun 18th Sept: “You are the church / we are the local church
Sun 25th Sept: “You are responsible for building the superstructure”

Noah’s Ark Sunday for under 5’s
King’s Kids for children 5 - 11
During the morning service

If you would like to know more about any of these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies
of God Great Britain. A member of Evangelical Alliance.

