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When God opens a door we need to realise that he has opened it for
our benefit and that once opened no one can shut it. God does not
tempt us by opening a door to wrong doing or bad things, our God
loves us so much he only gives good gifts to his children.
When God opens a door for us it becomes
a door to our future to be fruitful
a door for your ministry to blossom and a door of blessing, learning
and effectiveness
If God opens a door for us, we do not need to dilly-dally in the
entrance, trying to decide whether or not to enter in. NO we should,
with the courage of the knowledge that God loves and has the best
for us, enter in to all he wants us to experience and know.
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An open door means that we have choices to make.
The first choice we make is
whether or not we receive Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Saviour.
No person can ever be fully
alive, totally complete or truly
satisfied until they have prayed
and asked Jesus into their life
and told others about their
decision. If you don't know how
to do this why not ask someone
you know who is a Christian to
pray with you or perhaps even
lead you in a prayer.
Once you do this you are a Christian, you are born again and you
have been adopted into the family of God. If you have done this
congratulations.
The second choice is whether or not to pursue the fullness of the
Holy Spirit and your personal experience. We call it being baptised in
the Holy Spirit, that is immersed in the person of the Holy Spirit. The
biblical evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is speaking in
tongues and the bible says that Jesus will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit. On the day of Pentecost everyone in the upper room both men
and women were baptised with the Holy Spirit just as the Father had
promised.
Peter quoted the Prophet Joel on the day of Pentecost saying " In the
last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people." Well that
includes you, so will you enter through the door God has opened for
you?
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The third choice to make is whether or not you will step forward for
Jesus, taking your stand for him. When we do this the impossible will
often happen. Peter Cain was telling me that he was thrown in at the
deep end when he took over the church in Great Yarmouth. He had
not been to bible college, neither was he given any recognition for
taking on the church. He pastored the church for a number of years,
I remember when there just 6 people faithfully meeting on a Sunday.
Because the leadership had taken their stand in obedience to Jesus
the church started to grow and now there are fifty people meeting in
the church. He said there were times when he felt like giving up, he
remembers the tears and the frustrations but he had made his step
forward for Jesus. Peter also told me that recently a man came into
the church and when asked where he came from he answer Great
Yarmouth, people had told me that God was doing something
special here. He stayed and joined the church.
1 Are you born again - is Jesus Christ your Lord and saviour?
2. Have you been baptised in the Holy Spirit? if not would you like
to be?
3. Are you willing to step forward for Jesus and make yourself
available to serve the church?

4

Why is it that so many people miss the door that God opens to us. I
think it is possible that we are so busy living we miss out on life and
we do not see the door God opened before us. The poem
by
indicates this.
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Paul says to the Corinthian Church that when I was in Troas God
opened a door for me. The scripture below tells how Paul came to
Troas.

We know in
chapters
and
Paul saw the open door in Troas.

it tells us what happened after

1. How did Paul see
the open door in
Troas?
2. What was the
consequence of
Paul entering
through the door?
3. Why should Paul
write this to the
Corinthian Church?
4. When did you
last step forward
into an open door,
an opportunity that
God had made for
you and what
happened as a
result?
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The quote is from
Stepping forward and
taking a stand for
Jesus can be pretty
scary. A step of faith
always involves risk.
There is the risk of life
or injury, there is the
risk of embarrassment
or appearing foolish
and there is the risk of
success.

An open door may not be a good thing, the Philippian jailer did not
think the open door a good thing.

Yet it was the open door and Paul's intervention that saved the jailer
and his household.
When we step out for Jesus we are reminded of the words
God is omnipresent, that
means that he is everywhere at the same time. Therefore he is
literally with you always.
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The truth is that we may know the truth of the statement that God is
with us always maybe in our head but not in our heart. To be aware
of something is knowledge but to act on it is wisdom. If Jesus is with
us always we should act carefully about the places we are willing to
take him to.
If we act as though
Jesus is always with
us, we can join with
the psalmist and say

When we step out for Jesus he comes with us, he guides us,
provides for us, gives us rest and protects us.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Can you recall a time when God guided you?
Can you recall a time when God provided for you?
Can you recall a time when God gave you rest?
Can you recall a time when God protected you?
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There are two Greek words in the sentence underlined.
First is "Lord you know all things" is the Greek word 'oida' which
means to know, understand, perceive all things, which when applied
to Jesus means to know all things without learning anything. Jesus is
omniscient meaning he knows everything. He knows what you think
and your motive for thinking it. He knows us better than we know
ourselves. He knew you before time began and before the world
was and therefore knew you without observing you.
Second is "you know that I love you" is the Greek word 'ginosko' to
know through experience by observing, listening and being with.
Peter was saying the last three years we have spent together means
you know that I love you.
Jesus has this divine knowledge of us, he knows the number of hairs
on our head without counting them. He knows where we are with
him, when we are close and when we are distant. He knows when
we are safe or in danger, when we are sad or celebrating. This is
very reassuring, we do not need to pretend with Jesus.

Gerald Coates said
"He is not disillusioned
with us because he
had no illusions in the
first place."
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Notice Paul's prayer request to the Colossian Church.

Although he was in chains, a prisoner, he asks people to pray that a
door may be opened for the message. He did not pretend he was
OK or that he was not in prison he simply knew that Jesus knew all
about it.
The psalmist wrote

There is something very safe in the omniscience of God, we are
secure in him. He cannot be taken by surprise and neither can we
be misplaced or lost.

1. Think of a time when God has expressed his knowledge to
you?
2. Describe a word of knowledge.
3. What do you find comforting in the fact that Jesus is
omniscient?
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What did Paul mean that a great door for effective work had opened
to him? See
and list three possible things that could have
constituted this door:

1....................................................................

2....................................................................

3....................................................................

How would you know if God had
opened a door for you?
For Peter Cain it was being asked
to become Pastor of the church,
For someone else it might be an
invitation to go to Africa. For
someone else it might be that
someone says we need some
help in the children's work.
How do you know if it is man or
God opening the door? Or can
God use a man to open the door?
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Pray and ask God to show you three doors that God has opened for
you.
1..................................................................................................
2..................................................................................................
3..................................................................................................
Have you entered into the opportunity presented by the open door?
Below are three quotes about opportunities:

Please take the time to explain each quote and explain what they
should mean to the way we live.
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