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Heavenly Realms

The term 'Heavenly Realms' tends to convey a localised, rigid limiting
concept of heaven. Yet it is not enough to merely say heavenlies or heaven
for Christ is there in a glorified body (
). The believer is there,
too, in mystical union and so is our spiritual wealth (
).
HEAVEN - where is it? What does the word mean?
We usually point skyward and say, "up there", then humorously ask, what
about the Australians?"
We look at three roots for the word:
Anglo-Saxon - 'heave' plus 'n' means to heave up or out of.
Hebrew - heave up things
Greek - sky or air
As a term to represent being 'up' or 'above' our earth it is insufficient.
Heaven is outside our time-space-motion concept and existence. It is
another realm or dimension.
The ancient concept was that there are many heavens. The Rabbinical idea
was of seven heavens.
The Jewish concept was of three heavens:
First, the atmosphere heaven including clouds, birds and winds
Second was the stellar heavens, space including stars and planets
Third, was the immediate and abode of God, but we must remember that
God is omnipresent. Yet it is there that God is an unrestricted manifestation.
This third heaven is the Heavenly Realms of the letter to the Ephesians. We
are reminded that the tabernacle in the wilderness had three areas; the
outer court, the Holy place, and the Holy of Holies. The tabernacle in the
wilderness being a copy and shadow of what is in heaven (
).
Jesus Christ our high priest is seated in the Heavenly Realms at the right
hand. Please take a little time to consider the imagery and its meaning
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Week 1 The Christian seated in the Heavenly Realms

We have a glimpse of our identity, our position, our privilege, our
power. We are quickened together, raised together and seated
together with Christ.
We are in the Heavenly Realms, we are near to God, no longer are
we far away, we have been brought near through the blood of Christ
(
).
Ÿ We can come into the Holy of Holies where the Shekinah glory is,
so let us come boldly.
Ÿ We are seated with him signifying a completed work.
Ÿ We are resting in his finished work, our redemption is complete. It
is not by works and nothing can be added.
Ÿ We are realising his victory, it is not our victory but we can enjoy
his triumph.
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We too are above principalities and powers, they are not in us or with
us but under us. We too are above circumstances, for he is head
over everything for the church, that is for the benefit of the church.
We are there NOW, this is not a prediction or a future promise but
present fact. Contrast and discuss the following verses:
What we were What we are 1. Why is it important for the Christian to know who they are in
Christ?
2. Describe our identity as one seated with Christ in the
heavenly realms
3. Describe our position as one seated with Christ in the
heavenly realms
4. Describe our privileges as one seated with Christ in the
heavenly realms
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.
When we consider our identification with Christ and our situation in
the heavenly realms, that is our position, privileges and presence. We
cannot help thinking of the heavenly host.
The heavens were believed to be occupied and ruled by spirit beings,
i.e. principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this age, and
of wickedness as described in
.
spiritual
The thought being that originally the realm was divided and ordered
between loyal and rebel angels. How they must have puzzled over
the fall of man.
To this ordered and divided heavenly realm is demonstrated the
).
manifold wisdom of God (

The Greek word for
manifold means
"much varied" or
"many coloured as in
the intricate beauty
of an embroidered
pattern."
His wisdom is
declared by the
church. He brought
good out of evil, love
triumphs over hate
and life through
death
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). It was not an
This was his eternal purpose (
emergency operation, he was not taken by surprise. He was not
taken unawares by Satan's rebellion or man's fall.
God has accomplished his eternal purpose in Christ Jesus our Lord. It
was a purpose "in Christ" through "The Church".
says

We must understand that we undeserving creatures have access to
God, we may approach him; something unthinkable. We do so with
confidence in Jesus Christ because of the love and favour that is
towards us.
1. Read
sentence.
2. Read
heavenly realms
3. Read
heavenly realms

and try to put Paul's thoughts into one
and agree a statement about the
and agree a statement about the
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Join us as we celebrate the

10th - 24th June

Saturday 18th August

Mission to Zambia

Family Day - St. Ives

Saturday 14th July

(remember to book free coach)

Men’s Breakfast

28th - 30th September

Sunday 15th July

Women’s Weekend Overstrand

Next Steps Family Service

- don’t miss out!

17th - 31st July

Sunday 14th October

Mission to India

Harvest Festival
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Prayer Meetings

Pudding, Praise & Prayer!

Sanctuary
Counselling Service
Noah’s Ark
Friendship Club

Beavers Colony
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Watton Church Scout Group

AGM

Watton Child Health Clinic

Baby Massage

Watton &
District
Diabetes UK Group

The Watton
Dementia Cafe
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PRAYER FOCUS FOR JUNE
Please pray for:
Ÿ A lovely sunny day
Ÿ That the day will go smoothly
Ÿ For all the teams involved: puppets, worship, Wayland
Players, Cadets etc.
Ÿ There will be plenty – plenty of refreshments and food,
plenty of activities and crafts, plenty of people to talk to
so no one feels lonely
Ÿ That we will show the love of Jesus to everyone who
comes along

Please pray:
Ÿ for a lovely sunny day
Ÿ for the teams involved in organising and on the day
Ÿ that our stall in the high street will be busy
Ÿ that there will be enough helpers
Ÿ that there are enough people willing to walk in the
parade
Ÿ that people will come to the church for drinks and cake
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Please pray:
Ÿ for safety in travel for Ken, Pat, Bob and Martina as
they fly out and whilst in Zambia
Ÿ that God will use them to be a blessing to everyone
they meet whilst at the orphanage in Kabulamema
Ÿ for opportunities to minister in the local church
Ÿ for the team of leaders and helpers at the orphanage
Ÿ for the children in the orphanage

Please pray:
Ÿ for Alan and Lydia who pastor the church
Ÿ for good attendance on the day from relating churches
that God will use this day
11

Paul begins his
letter with praise
saying

Let us consider what the wealth is, where it is located and where it is
deposited.
The word spiritual always in addition to its meaning gives the idea of
invisibility and of power. Spiritual Blessings therefore do not exclude
material blessings but would include; forgiveness, adoption, eternal
life, grace, peace, joy, protection, etc.
It begins with the forgiveness of sins and goes on to include
Every Spiritual Blessing, the word every means, "any and every, of
every kind, all manner of," and is sometimes translated 'all'. This
reveals two perspectives:
From God's side - a revelation of provision and generosity.
From man's side - the creation of a hierarchy and thereby the
capacity to receive.
If God in Christ has given us every blessing then he must also have
created us with the capacity to receive every blessing.
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The Heavenly Realms where Christ is and where the Christian is, and
there also are all our resources.
God blesses all men - for

These blessings are different. This wealth is only found in Christ for it
has pleased the Father that in him should all the fullness dwell.
)
(
You cannot separate him from his gifts nor can you have them
without him - they are himself. We have not received blessings we
have received him and in receiving him have received everything.
treasures are in one place, in a person, in Christ.

All our

We possess the whole of Christ, but it will take eternity to explore the
unsearchable riches which are inherited in Jesus Christ.

1. Explain the difference
between spiritual
wealth and spiritual
poverty.
2. How do you know
that your sins have
been forgiven?
3. Why and how does
man limit God?
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Let us determine as a lifestyle certain things about the warfare in
which we engage.
The battlefield is in the Heavenly Realms
The adversaries are 'rebel spirit beings' not human beings
The 'our' of the verse are the believers, the church
The warfare is spiritual and therefore the battlefield determines the
nature of the conflict.
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We are told in
We sometimes call this warfare "Spiritual Warfare" because it gives
the idea of invisibility and of power. It is often a battle for the mind
and faith, the enemy's schemes undermine our confidence and
cause us to step back in fear rather than forward in faith.
Do not bite and devour one another, do not be ignorant of his
devices, let us love one another and pray for one another.
Read
. Discuss the ideas
in the two scriptures and produce a strategy for the conflict the
church faces in the Heavenly Realms.
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3rd June 10.30am:

6.00pm Pudding, Praise &

Sunday School meets during
the Sunday morning service
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,

