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There are many humorous stories about giving in church; however
giving is at the heart of the Christian Gospel.
A man had a heart attack and was rushed to the hospital. He could
receive little company and was not to be excited. While in the hospital
a rich uncle died and left him a million dollars. His family wondered
how to break the news to him with the least amount of excitement. It
was decided to ask the preacher if he would go and break the news
quietly to the man. The preacher went, and gradually led up to the
question. The preacher asked the patient what he would do if he
inherited a million dollars. He said, "I think I would give half of it to the
church." The preacher dropped dead. (Unknown)

A mother wanted to teach her
daughter a moral lesson. She gave
the little girl a quarter and a dollar
for church. "Put whichever one you
want in the collection plate and
keep the other for yourself," she told
the girl. When they were coming
out of church, the mother asked her
daughter which amount she had
given. "Well," said the little girl, "I
was going to give the dollar, but
just before the collection the man
in the pulpit said that we should all
be cheerful givers. I knew I'd be a
lot more cheerful if I gave the
quarter, so I did."
,
February 4, 1993, p. 23.)
Even though our attitude to giving is important we should not lose our
sense of humour. However, we should understand why we give and
the biblical understanding of giving.
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The word eternal to describe life is interesting. The Greek word
gives a sense of a length or duration of time, either undefined but
not endless, as in
or undefined
because endless as in
, and the other sixty-six places in
the NT. It is also used of persons and things which are in their
. It therefore not only
nature endless, as, e.g., of God,
refers to a quantity of life but also a quality of life.

The Samaritan woman at the well asked a question and Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God …, you would have
asked him and he would have given ….”
So what is the gift of God? What did he do for you when you
asked Jesus Christ into your life? Paul says, in
(The Message):
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How should we respond to the gift of God? How we respond defines
who we are, our destiny and our destination.
Paul asks the question, “So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God
can keep on forgiving?”
1. So how should we live?
2. Should we do what we want even if it cuts across what the
bible teaches?
3. Should we go our own way instead of following the example
of Jesus?
4. How should obedience be part of our response?
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Tithing is a word that is today so often limited to money alone. It
should apply to everything that God has given us. We give back 10%
to honour God.
We may remember the Greek bible word “OPHEILEMA” which means
a Debt or Failure to pay what is due. It can be seen as the failure to
fulfil a duty to man or to God. Therefore it is the failure to give God
what is rightfully his, our praise, our worship, our life. Our response to
God’s Gift to us should be to use the freedom he has given to us to
give him what is his due, what we owe him.
Honouring God is
about giving him
what we owe.
Praising God is
about giving him
what we owe.
Worshipping God
is about giving him
what we owe.
Obedience to God
is about giving him
what we owe.

He gave us life, he set us free from sin, he gave meaning to our lives
and he has given us eternal security.
“J.L. Kraft, head of the Kraft Cheese Corporation, who had given
approximately 25% of his enormous income to Christian causes for
many years, said, "The only investment I ever made which has paid
consistently increasing dividends is the money I have given to the Lord."”
(W. A. Criswell, A Guidebook for Pastors, p. 154.)
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When we give our time, our commitment and our energies to God
we are making an investment that will consistently pay increasing
dividends.
Whatever our talents are, investing them in the plans and purposes
of God will always bring a reward. It matters not whether the talent is
a spiritual gift, a natural gift or being a ministry gift; they were given
by God.
Read the Parable of the talents
.
Just as the servant knew his master in the parable (verses 24-25) it is
important for us to know God without fear because we are not
slaves but sons.
1. Describe the talents that you believe you have, be honest.
2. Get other people in your study group to write 3 talents they
see you have.
3. How do they compare?
4. How are you using your talents in the local church?
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Even a cursory reading of the
New Testament will reveal
that money is very important
in the kingdom of God.
Scripture tells us that it is not
money itself, but the love of
money which is the root of all
).
kinds of evil (
Consider some general
principles of giving:

Clearly God intends our giving to be: (i) in proportion to our income, (ii)
systematic, and (iii) with a willing cheerfulness.
Since "
) and everything in it
belongs to God, then all we possess is really his. He allows us to
use and enjoy what belongs to him. We acknowledge his right to 'all'
by returning a proportion of his goodness to us. We look upon tithes
and offerings not merely as a duty but as an act of worship.
The word ‘tithe’ means 'tenth' – one tenth of our income. In actual
fact, devout Israelites gave much more than one tenth, they gave
about 23%.
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People sometimes say but tithing is in the Old Testament, it is in the
law and we are under grace therefore tithing doesn’t apply. In
tithing is mentioned in connection with Abraham,
who paid tithes to Melchizedek, the priest of the Most High God.
This raises two points:
(i)
(ii)

) he sets
Since Abraham is the father of the faithful (
an example in tithing.
Abraham lived before the law was given. This suggests that
tithing (like marriage) is one of those principles which, though
later embodied in the Law of Moses, are principles of a more
enduring nature than the law. The passing away of the law
could not take away that which it had not brought in.

In any case, under grace everything is bigger and better than under
the law. Strictly speaking, God has the right to all we possess.
“J.D. Rockefeller said, "I never would have been able to tithe the first
million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my first salary, which
was $1.50 per week."” (W. A. Criswell, A Guidebook for Pastors, p.
154.)
1. What do you think was the most difficult for J. D. Rockefeller
to give?
2. Do you think tithing is a New Testament principle?
3. Who was Melchizedek?
4. How is Melchizedek compared to Jesus?
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"Everyone says that forgiveness
is a lovely idea until he has
something to forgive"

One of the hardest things we are called to do as Christians is, as
imitators of God, to forgive. It is fundamental to our Christian life and
yet I find as I talk with people that it is the toughest thing God asks
us to do. I find that very often people struggle with forgiving because
the basic principles of forgiveness are not clearly grasped. This is
revealed when people make comments like:
● "If I had truly forgiven this person why do I feel this way
towards them?"
● "You can't truly forgive someone who doesn't ask for
forgiveness"
● "God forgives and forgets our sin, therefore we only truly
forgive when we also forgive and forget"
● "We shouldn't forgive people who break God's law, that is
condoning sin"
● "Forgiving people shows weakness of character and a
subservient need to be accepted"
These ideas display attitudes that are based in a wrong
understanding of the governing principles in the Kingdom of God.
What does "to forgive" mean? Vines Dictionary says the Greek word
means "to send forth, send away, to remit or forgive a debt or sin."
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The Hebrew word ‘nasa’
means to forgive, literally it
means ‘up and away’.
When I think about
forgiving someone I
always think of NASA
(North American Space
Agency). I aim to send
away the hurt, resentment
and things that could
restrict me into space.
Forgiveness does not mean that the forgiven person escapes the
consequences of their actions. While you may forgive a criminal act
against you, the criminal will still face the law. It simply means that in
the act of forgiveness you have sent away the things that would
hinder your progress with God. You have cleared away bitterness
and thoughts of revenge.
1. How would you answer the questions raised by people who
struggle with forgiveness?
2. When was the last time you forgave someone?
3. Why is it important at times to forgive yourself?
4. When was the last time you forgave yourself?
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Everyone one has received a gift from God, a talent from the
master. These gifts may be divided into three groups, anointed
natural gifts, spiritual gifts and ministry gifts:

Anointed natural gifts - are
natural gifts quickened by
the Holy Spirit.

a) Spirit-Filled Craftsmen: Bazaleel,
. A skilful engraver
whose talent is lifted into new realm by the anointing of the Holy
Spirit.
b) Spirit-Filled Administrator: Joseph,
(Contrast his
interpretation of dreams which was entirely supernatural by Gift
of The Spirit).
c) Spirit-Filled Musicians:
. When one in the
providence of God has acquired a natural talent, then it is lifted into a
new realm by the anointing of the Holy Spirit.
Here Paul is not giving us yet another list of
the Gifts of the Spirit but, in relation to his 'Body Picture', a variety of
functions are necessary. He gives a selection from each of the three
groups:
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a) Ministry Gifts - Apostles, Prophets, Teachers
b) Spiritual Gifts - Miracles, Healings, Tongues, Interpretation
c) Anointed Natural Gifts - Administration, Helps (supports)

again Paul is not giving yet another list of the Gifts
of the Spirit, but in relation to his 'Body Picture', v.3-5, he again shows
the variety of functions as necessary and again makes a selection
from each of the three groups. Here, however, he enlarges upon
anointed natural gifts:
a) Ministry Gifts -Teacher, v.7
b) Spiritual Gifts - Prophecy, v.6
c) Anointed natural gifts - Practical service, v.7; Encouragement, v.8;
Giving, v.8; Ruling, v. 8; Practical Charity, v.13; Hospitality, v.13.
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There are nine gifts of the Spirit
and they may be broken into
three sets of three. This enables
us to better identify their usage
in the body of Christ.

Word of Wisdom - a supernatural revelation of the Divine purpose.
Word of Knowledge - A supernatural revelation of the Divine Mind.
Discerning of Spirits - A supernatural insight by revelation into the
realm of spirits.
Faith - A supernatural trust in God. Manifesting Sovereignty.
Working of Miracles - A supernatural manifestation of Divine
immanence and omnipotence.
Gifts of Healing - A supernatural power over disease. A
manifestation of Divine Life.
Prophecy - A supernatural utterance in a known language
Other tongues - A supernatural utterance in an unknown tongue
(a language not known to the speaker).
Interpretation of utterance in tongues - A supernatural showing forth
of the meaning of the tongues.
It is important to remember that these are gifts; they cannot be
earned and are not deserved. They are not dependent on the
goodness of the individual but on the needs of the body. Secondly it
is vital to understand that each gift is not a talent that someone has
but rather is an individual, one-off gift for a particular situation or time.
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The ministry gifts are given by the risen Christ to the church to
function within the church to prepare God's people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness
of Christ.
They are not titles or positions or offices to be occupied but functions,
both inside and outside the local church and are not to be confused
with the government of the church.
Eph 4:11 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers,”
It does not matter if you count these gifts as four or five separate
entities; the point is that the ministry gifts named are personifications
of the ministries which should be functioning in the local church. In
fact, all three types of the gifts of God should be functioning in the
local church.
1. Describe the gifts that you believe you have, be honest.
2. Get other people in your study group to write 3 gifts they see
you have.
3. How do they compare?
4. How are you using your gifts in the local church?
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Sunday School meets during
the Sunday morning service
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,

