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Paul’s letter to the Romans lays a systematic foundation describing the
relationship between man and God. It brings together the universal truth
of man’s position, first in the area of responsibility and second in the
wonder of God’s grace, with the special promises made to the Jews.

The principle rationale of the letter is "to place the Gentile convert upon a
parity of situation with the Jewish, in respect of his religious condition, and
his rank in the Divine favour." (Clarke’s commentary of the bible)
The letter supports this in a number of ways:
1. That no man of either description was justified by the works of the
law
2. That no man had performed them
3. That it became therefore necessary to appoint another means of
justification
2

In this new way of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Jewish peculiarity
was merged and lost. It shows that
1. Abraham's own justification happened before the law, and
was independent of it.
2. The Jewish converts were to consider the law as now dead
and themselves as married to another.
3. What the law in truth could not do, in that it was weak through
the flesh, God had done by sending his Son;
4. God had rejected the unbelieving Jews, and had substituted
in their place a society of believers in Christ.
This letter answers many of today’s questions, for instance:
1. The gospel, faith has no place in today’s world of science,
technology and communication.
2. All roads lead to God. The Jews have one road and
Christians another. The rationale is that if more than one road
leads to God why not all.
3. If you’re a good person and try not to hurt anyone, your good
acts will justify you before God.
4. If I do what is right by my standards and believe in myself, I
am being true to myself and therefore meet God’s standards.
5. The bible is a good book but only one among many good
books.
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For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the
Jew, then to the Gentile.
What is this gospel, which literally means “Good News.”?
Originally the Greek word for gospel meant a gift given to one who
brought good tidings or a sacrifice offered in thanksgiving for such good
tidings having come. In the New Testament it denotes the good news of
the Kingdom of God and of salvation through Christ, to be received by
faith on the basis of his expiatory (describes an act that atones for guilt
or wrongdoing) death, his burial, resurrection and ascension.
What does salvation mean to me personally?
Salvation brings the
righteousness of God to
man when he meets the
conditions of faith in
Christ (Romans 1:1617; 1 Corinthians
1:21). It is based on the
death of Christ for the
remission of sins in
accord with the just
requirements of a Holy
God (Romans 3:21-26).
The basic
accomplishments of
salvation include
Redemption,
Reconciliation and
Propitiation.
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Redemption means the full release because of the payment of a
ransom price (2 peter 2:1; Galatians 3:13; Matthew 20:28).
Reconciliation means that because of Christ’s death, man’s relationship
with God has been changed from a state of enmity to one of fellowship
(Romans 5:10).
Propitiation means that God’s wrath has been turned away by the
offering of Christ (Romans 3:25; 1 John 4:10).
When a man believes in the Lord Jesus Christ he is saved (Acts
16:31); therefore he is already; justified, redeemed, reconciled and
cleansed (John 13:10; 1 Corinthians 6:11).
Yet salvation is also progressive (1 Corinthians 1:18 NASB), and man
needs the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in the working out of his
salvation (Romans 8:13; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 2:12). In
addition, salvation in its fullness is to be realised in the future when
Christ comes (Hebrews 9:28).
The need for salvation is found in the sinful nature of man. The single
condition for salvation is faith. This is both a gift of God and the
responsibility of man (Ephesians 2:8; John 3:16). Wycliffe bible
Encyclopaedia
Salvation is a word which involves time past, present and future. The
believer has been saved, he is being saved, and he will be saved.
The Darby Translation of 2 Corinthians 1:10 states, “who has
delivered us (past) from so great a death, and does deliver
(present); in whom we confide that he will also yet
deliver;(future).”
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The responsibilities and benefits of salvation include:
Faith
Faith is a gift of God and responsibility of man.
Repentance

Man’s response to God’s gift and righteousness,
it is that personal response to sin and God’s
righteousness and love. It is turning from sin to
God.

Pardon

God is seen as the Sovereign King who forgives
the offender of his holy law.

Justification

God the righteous judge, declares the pardoned
sinner righteous.

Regeneration

God the Creator imparts a new and divine life
and nature to the believer, thus bringing him into
the family of God.

Adoption

God the Father paces the believer as a privileged
and responsible son of his family.

Sanctification

God the Holy One, sets the believer apart from all
evil unto himself and to his holy service as a
priest.

Glorification
God, the God of all
glory, restores man
to his original glory
and purpose.

Questions:
Describe the benefits of salvation to you personally.
What are your personal responsibilities in connection with the gospel?
How did you become a Christian?
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Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set
apart for the gospel of God— the gospel he promised beforehand
through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son,
How do we understand the gospel regarding his Son?
I think we have to appreciate the sacrifice of both the Father and the
Son in our redemption or purchase. We should ask ourselves the
question; what sacrifices would I be willing to make to see a loved one
saved?
I think we have to recognise that we could not save ourselves and that
there is no other way to be saved other than through Jesus Christ. It is
that realisation that leads to faith. Yet the important thing here is what
or who you have faith in, who you trust.
I think we have to consider the love that prompted this act of sacrifice.
We need to ask ourselves how we can best express that love that
helps the lost to be found, is it through unity, loving one another,
honouring one another, sharing the message openly and honestly,
sharing what God has done in our lives? Which would you choose?
I think we have to think about
the power that accomplishes
this radical and profound
change in a person’s life. The
power that brings about new
life in a person, the power
that sets them free from the
guilt and shame of the past,
the power that gives a hope
for the future which is
steadfast and certain, the
power that empowers each
individual to live in the
present above their personal
circumstances. We may ask
ourselves how this power in
our lives sets us apart from
other people.
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Set apart
Christians are set apart by and for the gospel, the good news of the
Kingdom of God and of salvation through Christ. They are set apart
from sin and the slavery and guilt of sin and set apart to holiness in a
loving relationship with God.

What sets Christianity apart?
There is a lovely story told by Gene Gregory that gets to the heart of
the matter:
“C. S. Lewis, having arrived late,
walked into the conference and
asked what all the noise was
about. When told they were
discussing what it was that set
Christianity apart from all other
religions, he said, “That’s easy.
It’s grace.”
How true it is. My friends, the
thing that sets Christianity apart
from every other religion, and
every cult in the world is grace,
the “unmerited, unearned,
undeserved, favour of God.” And
I want you to know, my friends,
God’s grace is sufficient.”
It must be noted that the gospel was planned, initiated and executed
by God for our benefit. It was not a human idea and no human being
could or would be able to accomplish what God has in every believer.
(www.sermoncentral.com/)
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PRAYER FOCUS FOR JANUARY
Isaiah 43:19
"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland."
God is always doing new things - do we perceive them? Do we have
eyes to see the new thing? He will make a way in situations where
there seems to be no way and he will pour out his life-giving Spirit into
those dry places in our lives.
With a new year ahead, let's focus our prayer this month on asking
God what new things he wants to do in our lives as individuals and in
our church. Let's ask him to open our eyes to the opportunities he
places before us and to help us walk through the open doors he sets
before us.
What new thing do you want him to do in your life?
Are you willing and open to move wholeheartedly into that new thing?
What new things do you want him to do in the life of our church?
What are you willing to do to be a part of that?
Let's pray that we will see salvation in our midst this year, that we will
have the privilege to lead many people to Jesus Christ as Saviour and
Lord.
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Tuesday

Prayer Meetings

15th January.
11.00am -12noon

"Satan trembles when he sees
the weakest Christian on his
knees." William Cowper

Sunday mornings
9.30am
Sunday 6th January
at 6.00pm

Pudding, Praise & Prayer!
Bring a pudding and join us
in an exciting time of praise
and prayer!

Mondays
6.00pm
in term time

Watton Church Scout Group
Beavers Colony
for 6’s - 8’s.

Tuesday pm
& Wednesday am
(Appointments only)

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Thursdays
From 10th January

Thursday evenings

Friday mornings
10am - 12noon
weekly

Noah’s Ark Toddler &
Baby Group - 9.30-11.15am
3’s - 5’s- 1.30-2.45pm
JPEG’S Photographic Club
No meeting this month
Friendship Club
Teas & Coffees A chat and a cuppa!
Table Top & I.T. Club
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Find out what membership is all about Could you be the missing piece!

Working in partnership in the Community
Watton Child Health Clinic
Tuesday 8th & Tuesday 22nd January

The Watton
Dementia Cafe

Watton &
District
Diabetes UK Group

Wed. 2nd January
1.30-3.30pm
Carers and people living
with Dementia
drop in for information

Monday
13th January
10.15am
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Sunday 6th Jan - Members Workshop
Thursday 10th Jan - 3.16. Workshop
Sunday 24th March - 10.30am
Easter Family Service
Friday 29th March - 11.00am
Good Friday Service
Sunday 31st March 10.30 - Easter Service
Thursday 18th April - 3.16 Workshop
Saturday 20th April - Women For the
Kingdom Refreshment Day - Watton
Sunday 19th May - Beavers Family Service

(Some dates may change)
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God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son
Christians are set apart to serve: Jesus came into the world not to be
served but to serve and he is our example. The gospel releases us to
serve, equips us to serve and guides us in our service.
Serving
Our service falls in one of five main areas, which tend to overlap, they
are:
1. Obedience to go, it is representing the Master wherever he chooses
to send you. It is acting like an ambassador for him. (Apostolic)

2. Speaking the words of God, it is hearing God and sharing what he
says with others. It is speaking forth the words of God and setting his
standard for life. (Prophetic)
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3. Willingness to present the gospel that is driven by compassion
motivated by the love of God. It is loving people to a better place in life.
(Evangelistic)
4. Caring for people’s
well-being, it is looking
after the sheep as a
shepherd would. It is
tending to people’s
needs, standing with
them as they attempt to
meet the Master’s
standard for life.
(Pastoral)

5. Showing people the right
path, it is teaching life in the
light of God’s word, not only
in a classroom but in the
world, over tea, in the pub
and the hairdressers.
(Teaching)

Everything the church does falls into one of these areas and each area
is permeated with holiness, love and purpose that conform to the
eternal plan.
Preaching
Preaching in the New Testament is almost always used of "the good
news" concerning the Son of God as proclaimed in the Gospel or "to
bring (or show) good (or glad) tidings."
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It is proclaiming, publishing or announcing the gospel. However Acts 8:4
shows us the depth of the meaning of preaching.
“Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever
they went.”

This reveals that people
just like you and I
preached the gospel
wherever they went. It
reveals that they knew
the gospel well enough
to explain it to others.

The word for preached could also be translated “announce” or “gossip”
and they did this wherever they went.
Preaching is never anointed unless it is permeated with holiness, love
and purposes that comply with God’s will.
Question:
Write down three ways in which you serve
1.
2.
3.
How does your service fit into the five areas listed above?
Where do you share the gospel and how?
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That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who
are in Rome.
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the
Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of
God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last,
just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”
Understanding how the gospel works and how an individual may
become a Christian, is not something to be embarrassed about or
ashamed of, it may be the most important thing you can share with
someone you love. Let us try to set out the gospel.
When someone is born they are not a Christian, neither are they
necessarily going to heaven. People used to think they were Christians
because they went to church or were born in a Christian country, but
this is obviously not so.

So should I care about
becoming a Christian? Simple answer is yes! God
cared about you becoming a
Christian, that is saved, born
again, in a personal
relationship with God. He
cared enough to send his
only begotten Son Jesus to
both invite us and enable us
to experience a personal
relationship with God as a
Father.
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1. God is not neutral. God Loves You
God loves you and
created you to know
him personally

2. Sin separates us
from God
This means that we
cannot know him or
experience his Love

John 3:16
For God so loved the
world that he gave
his one and only
Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall
not perish but have
eternal life.

God wants you to
know him
John 17:3 Now this
is eternal life: that
they may know you,
the only true God,
and Jesus Christ,
whom you have
sent.

We are all sinful

What is sin?

Romans 3:23 for all
have sinned and fall
short of the glory of
God,

Sin is wanting to go
our own way instead
of God's way. We
show this attitude by
openly disobeying
God or by simply
ignoring Him.

Sin separates us from God
Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death” (death meaning
separation from God forever). God is perfect and we are sinful. There is
a great gap between us because of our sin. Something is missing from
our lives that nothing else can satisfy. Neither money nor friends, work
or leisure activities can fill that God-shaped void in our life.
We can try to come to God by bridging the separating gap ourselves,
by our own good deeds or even by religious activities like going to
church. But all our efforts will fail because they do not deal with Sin.
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3. Jesus Christ is God's
solution to our sin.
He died in our place
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ died for
sins once for all, the righteous
for the unrighteous, to bring
you to God.

Through him alone can we
know God and experience his
love
He is the only way to God
John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I
am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

We all deserve to be cut off from God forever, as the just penalty for
our sin. But God sent his Son Jesus to pay the penalty for us, by dying
on the cross. Through Jesus, God bridged the gap which separates us
from Him. So now we can know God and be forgiven for our sin.
It is not enough to know the facts.....
...We must receive Jesus Christ into our lives as Saviour and Lord.
Then we can know God and experience his love.
We must receive Jesus Christ
John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God
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Receiving Jesus Christ involves:
Turning from our sin

Agreeing with God that we are sinful and
wanting to turn from our sin to God.

Believing in the name of
Jesus

Trusting God to forgive us completely
because Jesus Christ died for our sins.

Choosing to follow Jesus Christ as our
Lord.
Jesus promises to come into our lives when we receive him.
Revelation 3:20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with
him, and he with me.
So it's not enough just to think or feel that these facts are true. We have
to make a choice....
..............invite him in or reject him.
Receiving Jesus as Lord

You can invite Jesus Christ into your life by faith expressed in prayer.
(prayer is talking to God) God is not so concerned with your words as
he is with your attitude. Here is a suggested prayer:Lord Jesus, I am sorry that I have been going my
own way instead of your way. Thank you for dying
to take away my sin. Please come into my life and
make me the person you want me to be.
Amen
Make this your prayer now.

19

JANUARY SERVICES
The Gift of the Gospel

6th Jan: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Members Workshop’
6.00pm: Pudding, Praise & Prayer
13th Jan: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Set apart by the Gospel’
20th Jan 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Serving the Gospel’
27th Jan: 9.30am: Prayer
10.30am: ‘Setting out the Gospel’

If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered charity
number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
20

