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When people talk about light they are often referring to the
properties of light that enable sight. Light enables people to find
their way, to discover something lost. Light also acts as a warning
like the lights on a railway crossing. They flash out their warning
to all who are willing to see.
Light is used in places called lighthouses to guide and alert
approaching ships of danger or to enable the captain to gain
his bearings.

Light was also used in ancient days to purify things Fishermen
would hang out their nets after a night fishing to allow the sunlight
to stop any mildew or rot ruining the nets.
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Matthew 2:1-2
“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage.”

The wise men, Magi,
were from Persia and
were men who ceased to
have any ambition for
power or prestige. They
were a priesthood
renowned for their
holiness and wisdom.
Perhaps they were the
equivalent of today’s
scientists.

They observed something in the sky, a star, and gave a special
interpretation to what they saw. It may seem strange but on that
evidence men chose to travel from the east. However, there was
at the time leading to the birth of Jesus a strange expectation of a
coming king. Both Roman and Jewish historians record this
expectation; one writes that a man from Judea would rule the
world. Against this background the wise men travelled many
miles to worship a new-born babe.
What can we observe in our world that would make us put our
trust in Jesus Christ and worship him?
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Matthew 28:17
When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.
To many Matthew 28:16-20 is the end of a gospel story but the
reality is it was just the beginning. In verse 17 we are told that the
disciples worshipped Jesus but some doubted. What happened
to change these men into a team that changed the world, set
slaves free, gave women dignity and enabled freedom to be a
living reality? Jesus spoke to them as he does to us.
He assured them of his power
What an assurance, he had defeated death, the grave could not
hold him and he stood with them now. They were servants of a
master who truly had all authority. That same power is available
to us today; it is at work within you.
He gave them a commission
He sent them out to make the whole world his disciples. He had
shown them the values of a lifestyle marked by love, holiness and
wisdom. We have a purpose, a commission today also, that we
might be observably different as a church, showing to all around
us extravagant love, the integrity of holiness and a wisdom from
beyond ourselves.
He promised them a presence
On taking up the challenge and stepping out it is very comforting
to know his presence with us. In fact the church should still be
humbly reliant on his presence and guidance in all that we do.
Unfortunately in some churches today that presence of Jesus is
not tangible. The Holy Spirit is misunderstood and the fatherhood
of God is based on human experience.
Let us, let other people see something that causes them to seek
and find Jesus, and worship him as the wise men did.
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John 9:5, “While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
John uses light as a symbol and perhaps it is not surprising that
he starts his gospel echoing Genesis with “In the beginning” and
the coming of light. He says that Jesus is “the true (real) light” that
is the real or true revelation of God. He explains therefore Jesus is
different from every other man.

The term “While I am in
the world” does not
refer to his earthly life
but rather that there is
an era, a period of time,
in which we must
receive this light, the
true revelation of God.

It was predicted that the Messiah would be ‘a light for the
gentiles’ (Isaiah 42:6 & 49:6). When Simeon, a man who held
God’s promise that he would not die before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah, saw Jesus he declared “Sovereign Lord, as
you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you
have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people
Israel.”
The primary revelation of himself as the light of the world, the
Messiah, was in his words and works in healing the blind and
speaking of spiritual blindness.
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Ask the Holy Spirit to open up the chapter John 9 as you quietly
take time out to read it afresh.
Verse 1 –
Verse 6 Verse 13 to court
Verse 22 -

Verse 27 -

the man was born blind (see verse 32)
He took dust to make mud (see Genesis 2:7).
Perhaps this was a creative or re-creative work.
brought before the Pharisees meant being brought
the term ‘put out of the synagogue’ meant that it
would be impossible to live in the community or do
business there.
consider the word ‘too’ at the end of the verse

The man may have been blind from birth but his parents and the
Pharisees were spiritually blind. Their whole life was spent
waiting for the appearance of the Messiah, yet they were blind
to his very presence.

I think there are two
areas of spiritual
blindness displayed in
the chapter.
1) The blindness of
pride and self-interest
as displayed by the
Pharisees.
2) The blindness of
fear and ignorance as
displayed by the
parents.
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Monday evenings 6.00pm
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 10.15am
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesdays 5th & 19th Nov.
11.00am to
12 noon.
Discover the
power of
prayer!

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.
A voluntary
organisation
offering a low cost
professional
counselling service

COMMUNITY
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Watton Child Health Clinic
Tuesday 10th Dec.
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 9th Dec.10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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The Church will be open for hot drinks from
1.00pm during

followed by a bring and share lunch

a service for the whole family

Wear something old and something new and join
us for the fun! There will be a shared table
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Matthew 5: 14-16
You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot
be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.
The ‘You’ here is emphatic and speaks of his disciples; others
claimed enlightenment but only the disciples of Jesus are true
carriers of the light, which is often described as the light of love
and life.
“the true Light which gives light to every man” (John 1:9).
One commentary describes Jesus as the true Light that lights
every candle (man) thereby illuminating the room. In this Light
we are able to see ourselves as we truly are, our actions for
what they are truly worth. Yet this Light enables others to see us
and identify themselves also.
There are two important things in the verses (Matthew 5:14-16)
above.
1. People are to see our good deeds. In Greek, the word used
for good is ‘Kalos’ which means that a thing is not only good, but
it is also winsome and beautiful.
As a church we have always sought to do things beautifully; we
define beautifully as doing a thing with excellence and love.
2. We should also conclude that our good deeds ought to draw
attention, not to ourselves, but to God. Jesus is teaching here
that so called theatrical goodness is simply not allowed.
An old historian wrote of Henry the Fifth after the battle of
Agincourt: “Neither would he suffer any ditties to be made and
sung by minstrels of his glorious victory, for that he would wholly
have the praise and thanks altogether given to God.”
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The Christian never thinks of what he has done but what God has
enabled him to do. There are two simple errors that Christians fall
into, especially in the field of evangelism.
First, they believe that they have to do things on their own, they
strive and struggle but when things don’t go the way they think
they should they blame themselves and increase their striving
and struggling. They carry the guilt of failure, not realising that
Jesus wears the Victors crown; success in life is already ours in
Jesus Christ.
Jesus asked his disciples this question: “What good will it be
for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?”
(Matthew 16:26)
Secondly, they believe that it, especially evangelism, is nothing
to do with them, what use can they be? Either God will do it by
himself or he will call other people to do it, or it is a job for the
church.
This is a total
misunderstanding of
how God works; he
chooses to use, enable
his church, that is you
and me, all of us
together. Yes, he can
and he does act
sovereignly at times but
his chosen plan is the
church of which we are
all a part.
Christmas is nearly upon us and I am reminded that someone
once said “To perceive Christmas through its wrappings becomes
more difficult with every year.” I am unsure personally. However,
as Christians we need to ensure that to perceive Jesus through
the wrappings of our attitudes and actions becomes easier and
easier with each passing year.
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Matthew 5: 14-16
You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot
be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.
You cannot make yourself the light of the world. Jesus says you
are the light of the world because of your relationship with him.
For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made
his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.
(2 Corinthians 4:6)
An important insight into discipleship is that Jesus, who is the
Light of the world, re-creates us into the light of the world. We are
light, not because of anything in ourselves, but because we are in
a supernatural union with the Light of the world.
We should be focused on letting our light shine, humbly trusting
Jesus to reveal the light through us. We must remember
the following:
My influence and visibility is
a result of who lives in me,
not because of what I do.
I am merely a steward of my
influence and visibility, so it is
important I get out of the way
and let Jesus shine through
me.
Only God can measure the
significance of my influence
and visibility. I may influence
one person who will then
influence the world.
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Read the words of this well-know song. It may help you
understand the light we ALL have.
Chorus:
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
Light that shines is the light of love,
Hides the darkness from above,
Shines on me and it shines on you,
Shows you what the power of love can do.
Shine my light both bright and clear,
Shine my light both far and near,
In every dark corner that I find,
Let my little light shine.
(Chorus)
Monday gave me the gift of love,
Tuesday peace came from above,
Wednesday told me to have more faith,
Thursday gave me a little more grace,
Friday told me to watch and pray,
Saturday told me just what to say,
Sunday gave me the power divine
To let my little light shine.
(Chorus twice)
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Ephesians 4:21-23
“When you heard about Christ and were taught in him in
accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught,
with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self,
which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made
new in the attitude of your minds;”
In the famous book by Charles Dickens “A Christmas Carol” the
main character, Ebenezer Scrooge, was forced to address his
past, face his future and is presented with an opportunity in his
present to change his future.
This is the reality of the gospel. In the stillness of a simple coming
together of a person with God, the person confronts their old way
of life, thinks about their eternal destiny and in that moment determines to change by receiving Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour, changing from what they were to what they could be
with God’s help. This changes their eternal destiny and an
opportunity to live this life in God’s favour.
Ebenezer Scrooge is recorded as saying in the last chapter “'I
don't know what to do!' cried Scrooge, laughing and crying in the
same breath; and making a perfect Laocoon of himself with his
stockings. 'I am as light as a feather, I am as happy as an angel,
I am as merry as a schoolboy. I am as giddy as a drunken man.
A merry Christmas to everybody! A happy New Year to all the
world! Hallo here! Whoop! Hallo!'”
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The story ends with:
“Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and infinitely more;
and to Tiny Tim, who did not die, he was a second father. He
became as good a friend, as good a master, and as good a man, as
the good old city knew, or any other good old city, town, or borough,
in the good old world. Some people laughed to see the alteration in
him, but he let them laugh, and little heeded them; for he was wise
enough to know that nothing ever happened on this globe, for good,
at which some people did not have their fill of laughter in the outset;
and knowing that such as these would be blind anyway, he thought it
quite as well that they should wrinkle up their eyes in grins, as have
the malady in less attractive forms. His own heart laughed: and that
was quite enough for him. He had no further intercourse with Spirits,
but lived upon the Total Abstinence Principle, ever afterwards; and it
was always said of him, that he knew how to keep Christmas well, if
any man alive possessed the knowledge. May that be truly said of
us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God bless Us,
Every One!”
This ending describes the changed life of Ebenezer Scrooge. We
should help everyone and anyone to find the true Light of Christmas,
Jesus Christ. Dickens, of course started with his own family.
Charles Dickens wrote a book for his own children in 1849, which
was not published until 1934. He begins the book “My dear children,
I am very anxious that you should know something about the History
of Jesus Christ. For everyone ought to know about Him. No one ever
lived, who was so good, so kind, so gentle, and so sorry for all
people who did wrong, or were in any way ill or miserable, as he
was. And as He is now in Heaven, where we all hope to go, and all
to meet each other after we are dead, and there be happy always
together, you never can think what a good place Heaven is, without
knowing who he was and what he did.”

15

Sunday 1st December

9.30am Prayer
10.30am ‘Light of the Star’
1.00 pm Church open for Watton Festive Market

Sunday 8th December

9.30am Prayer
10.30am Family Carol Service

Sunday 15th December

9.30am Prayer
10.30am Dedication Service

Sunday 22nd December

9.30am Prayer
10.30am ‘This Little Light of Mine’
6.00pm Carols by Candlelight

Wednesday 25th December 11.00am Christmas Day Service
Sunday 29th December

NO MORNING SERVICE
4.00pm The Old and New Party

Sunday School on 1st, 15th, and 22nd December
If you would like to know more about these events please contact
Pastor Chris Pye 01953 881424 or Rev. Roger Pawsey 01953 880920
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk) Registered
charity number 1054419. In fellowship with Assemblies of God Great Britain.
A member of Evangelical Alliance,
16

