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What does the Easter Story
have do with me going to Heaven?
Just about everyone knows the Easter story; in fact, a CBeebies TV programme
tells us that the Easter story is about Jesus coming back to life.
Easter is the celebration of the resurrection from the dead of Jesus Christ, three
days after he was executed. The Easter story is at the heart of Christianity.
The question arises “What Does the Easter Story Have to do with Me Going to
Heaven?”
Jeanne Dennis guest writer for cbn.com answers the question
(http://www.cbn.com/spirituallife/churchandministry/evangelism/GowenDennis_Easter_Story.aspx)

The story is simple yet life changing; it is profound, logical and evidentially
sound. Have you received your free gift yet?
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Week1: Simply visiting friends

Mary and Martha had sent a message to Jesus telling him that Lazarus
was sick. A little while before the Passover Jesus decided to visit Lazarus
saying “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake
him up.”
tells us what occurred during the visit.

This was a sign of what was possible with Jesus; many people who were
also visiting Mary and saw what had happened believed in Jesus. But
some went to tell the authorities who plotted to kill Jesus.
Some people went to visit
their friend Mary because
of death but during the
visit received life, while
others took the story to the
authorities. It seems that
they all believed that
Lazarus had died and
come back to life; after all,
the facts were irrefutable.
So why did some receive
the gift of God and others
reject it?
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Week 2: Just a ride into town

The crowd response was that he is literally the “Lord who saves” (Jesus) the
Prophet from Nazareth and welcomed him with cries of
In
it tells us
that the Messiah would be a prophet indicating that the people recognised
who he was.
This triumphal entry is clearly a symbolic act, as described in
which was recognized as messianic by Jews. The shout “Hosanna to the
Son of David!” as well as the spreading of cloaks on the ground (cf.
) indicates that the crowd recognizes Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah.

We should also note David’s
proclamation of Solomon as
his designated heir by having
him ride into the city on a
donkey (
)

The Hebrew word Messiah, meaning anointed, is translated into Greek as
Christos (Christ), meaning the anointed one. When we read
we
can be clear that the disciples believed that Jesus was the Messiah

The Amplified Bible translates the verse as follows:

Peter obviously believed that Jesus was the Messiah too, as we can see in
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Three miraculous signs from Jewish tradition and the Old Testament that
showed that Jesus was the Messiah.
1. The first messianic miracle was the healing of a Jewish leper.
tells us that only God can heal leprosy. To fulfil the law of Moses, Jesus
sent the healed leper to the priests as a testimony to them
.
Under the Torah, the only time it was possible for a person to be defiled by
a living human body was if he or she touched a leper.
From the time the Torah was completed there was no record of
Jew
who had been healed of leprosy. While Miriam was healed of leprosy, this
was before the completion of the Torah. Naaman was healed of leprosy,
but he was a Syrian Gentile, not a Jew. So, from the time the Torah was
completed there was
a case of a Jewish leper being healed.
leprosy

tell us that Jesus healed the man with

2. Isaiah had written that when the Messiah came the mute tongue would
shout for joy (
). As a result, the throwing out of a mute demon raised
quite a stir among the Jewish masses (
). All the people were
astonished and said: Could this be the Son of David? They would ask each
other, “Is this the Messiah?” After all, He was doing the very thing that the
prophet said the Messiah would do. They never asked this question when
Jesus cast out other types of demons. However, when He threw out a mute
demon they did raise the question, because they recognized from the
teachings of the rabbis that it was a messianic miracle.
3. Isaiah had written that when
the Messiah came, the eyes of
the blind would be opened
(
. The third messianic
miracle was the healing of
anyone born blind. The rabbis
taught that anyone empowered
by God could heal someone
who simply had gone blind. But
when the Messiah came, they
said He would be able to heal
someone born blind. The details
of this third messianic miracle
are taken from
.
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1. He would be born of a Virgin
)
2. He would be of the tribe of Judah
)
3. He would be of King David's seed
)
4. He would be born in Bethlehem
5. He would be a prophet
)
6. He would teach with parables
)
7. He would be preceded by a messenger
)
8. He would enter Jerusalem on a colt
)
9. He would be betrayed by a friend
).
10. He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver
)
11. He would be forsaken by His disciples
)
12. The money would be thrown in the temple and used to buy the potter's
field
).
13. He would be accused by false witnesses
)
14. He would be silent before His accusers
)
15. He would be beaten by his enemies
)
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16. He would be spit upon and beaten
)
17. He would be struck in the head with a rod
)
).
18. He would be mocked
19. His hands and feet would be pierced (
)
Note that this was predicted hundreds of years before crucifixion was
invented.
20. Men would gamble for His clothing
).
21. He would intercede in prayer for His transgressors
)
22. He would suffer thirst
)
23. He would be offered gall and water
)
24. He would cry, "My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me!"
)
25. He would be cut down in His prime
).
26. None of His bones would be broken
)
27. They would look upon Him whom they had pierced
)
28. He would be executed with thieves
).
29. He would be buried in a rich man's tomb
)
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Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Tuesdays 1st & 15th April
11.00am to 12
noon.

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

Discover the
power of prayer!

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.
Table top sale.

Tuesday 8th & 22nd April
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 14th April.10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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Sunday 13th April

10.30am Egg Hunt Family Service

Friday 18th April
11.00am Good Friday Service

Sunday 20th April
10.30am Easter Day Service
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Friday 5th - Sunday 7th September
, Shipdham, Norfolk IP25 7SA
(See leaflet for details)
We are delighted to welcome back
,
from the Rhonda Valley, South Wales,
who proved such a blessing at past Conferences.
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Week 3: The impossibility of the sealed tomb
To emphasize the impossibility that anyone could steal the body, Matthew
stresses the fact that the tomb was sealed securely and that a guard was
posted.

Matthew’s account of the resurrection is short one but informative. Matthew
lists the following facts as evidence of the resurrection of Jesus:
1. The resurrection was attested by several witnesses (the women, the
guards, others).
2. Although the tomb with Jesus’ body was sealed it was later discovered
empty; the body was no longer there.
3. The excuse of the soldiers was illogical for no Roman soldier would admit
to sleeping on duty. The penalty for sleeping on duty was death.
4. Jesus appeared to many people providing even more witnesses to His
resurrection.
When you read the Gospels
side by side, you’ll notice
some apparent
discrepancies. For example,
Mark reports that there
were three women at the
tomb of Jesus on
resurrection Sunday, while
Matthew speaks of only
two. If four members of a
mission team to India wrote
their own account of the
trip, we would expect a lot
of overlap, but also some
variation. People see the
same things differently.
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As you study the Gospels, the core question to consider is this: Who was
Jesus?
Each Gospel writer writes to a different audience and each adds his own
personality to his writing; this explains the variations in their accounts. In
spite of these, there are some truths that are certain: Christ lived a sinless
life. Christ died and rose from the dead on the third day just as He had
said. Jesus is both Lord and Christ. One other detail is certain: the Gospels
all agree that how people respond to Jesus determines whether they live or
die eternally.
To truly understand the resurrection it should be seen as part of history, a
historical fact, and at the same time beyond historical understanding as its
benefits are acquired by faith.
The evidence for the Resurrection as an event within history may be listed
as follows:
1. The tomb of Jesus was found empty some
thirty-six hours after his burial. Despite efforts by
Jews to prove that the body was stolen and
buried elsewhere, the body was never located or
produced by those who allegedly stole it or by
anyone else. Further, the suggestion that Jesus
only swooned on the cross and then revived in
the cool tomb is impossible to substantiate.

…He is not here
He has risen…
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2. The disciples claimed that Jesus actually appeared. They saw Jesus
when they were fully awake and when they doubted that he was alive.
What they saw was neither a subjective vision (in their imagination, a kind
of hallucination) nor an objective vision (provided by God to show that the
true and essential spirit of Jesus was alive). They actually saw Jesus on
earth; they were witnesses of resurrection.
3. The sober nature of the narratives describing the Resurrection
appearances. There is no attempt to describe the Resurrection itself, and
there is no obvious collusion between the various writers to doctor or adorn
their material. The most amazing event in human history is described with
reverential reserve.

4. The transformation of the disciples and the
existence of the church. Men who were cowards
became fearless preachers and founded the
church for one reason and one alone—they
believed with all their hearts that Jesus had risen
from the dead and was alive forevermore. And
when they preached the gospel that Jesus who
was crucified now lives as Lord and Savior, they
saw lives changed by that living Lord.

The evidence is such that we must agree with the words of Jesus himself
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Week 4: Seen around town
There were no witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus. What the disciples
witnessed was the appearance of the resurrected Jesus. They saw also the
empty tomb.
Matthew describes strange visits to the city

It is interesting to read this passage in connection to
as we consider the
resurrection. The picture appears of the King of Glory (Jesus) leading a
marvellous train of people from the depths to the heights of heaven after
defeating the enemy at the cross and setting the captives free. Matthew
Henry says,
: “He conquered those who had
conquered us—such as sin, the devil, and death.” Someone suggested as
this procession of people went from the depths to heaven; some asked if
they could take one last look around Jerusalem. I wonder what differences
they noticed.
The New Testament teaching about the resurrection cannot be separated
from the teaching of the ascension or the teaching of exaltation. Often in
the New Testament the word “resurrection” includes the idea of ascension,
while the word “exaltation” takes in both resurrection and ascension
There are various ways of describing the resurrection, probably the easiest
way and the way that best reflects the New Testament is the idea of
vindication.
First, God raised Jesus from the
dead and thereby vindicated
him as the true Messiah. The
manner of Jesus’ death gave
the impression that God had
rejected him, for to hang on a
tree was to be under the
divine curse
In
resurrection, Jesus was
vindicated.
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He was no longer implicitly claiming to be the Messiah by his teaching
and deeds: he was now demonstrated to be Messiah in fact and in truth.
Peter, over a year before the crucifixion, had asserted,
(
and fifty days after the resurrection he told the crowd in
Jerusalem:
(
Later, by means of a quotation from
, Peter explained to
the Jewish leaders the vindication of Jesus; he claimed that Jesus is
(
.
Then Paul wrote that Jesus
Jesus was always the Son of God, but the resurrection was the actual
vindication of this Sonship.
Second, God raised Jesus from the dead and thereby vindicated his
teaching and work of atonement The Resurrection is God’s “Amen” to the
cry of Jesus, “It is finished.” The Resurrection is God’s seal of approval to the
ministry and teaching of Jesus.
Jesus was

(

). In the light of the resurrection Paul could
(
) because it
revealed the eternal love of God for human sinners.
Finally, God introduced and established the new era by the resurrection of
Jesus. Accompanying the raising of Jesus from death and the
transformation of his body, there began a new order of existence. One that
belongs to the future kingdom of God, the glorious age to come, and it has
made its appearance in this present evil age. Paul deliberately spoke of the
resurrected Jesus as the “firstfruits” of the harvest of the age to come (
What does the Easter Story have to do with me going to Heaven?
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April Services
“The Easter Story”
Sunday 6th April 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Simply Visiting Friends”
Sunday 13th April 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Easter Egg Hunt Service
Friday 18th April 11.00am: Good Friday Communion
Easter Sunday 20th April 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “The impossibility of the sealed tomb”
Sunday 27th April 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Seen around town”

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River
Ministries (Norfolk) Registered Charity number
1054419. A member of Evangelical Alliance
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