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“Let us start rebuilding”
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2014 is a year where choice, independence and consumerism is
becoming more and more to the fore front of everyday life. We are seeing
these life principles in action in the church, not always to the benefit of
the Kingdom of God.
However, we must not think the one shoe fits all or that all churches are
caring, accepting and loving, overflowing with natural abilities, expertise
and spiritual gifts. Therefore we must shop around, make informed
choices and have the independence to ask the difficult questions.
There are three questions we need to ask.
1. Spiritual wellbeing. If you were moving house or job how would the
choice of church influence your decision? How high in your life decisions
does your family’s spiritual health come?

2. What values
would you like to see
in your church?
Take an A4 sheet of
paper; draw a line
horizontally across
the page. Write all
the things you would
like to see in the
church above the
line and all those you
would not below the
line. Then will you
live above the line.

e
I choose to Live above the Lin

Things I would like to see

see
Things I would not like to

3. What will you give to make a good church? Will you give your time and
money? Will you give your gifting and abilities to help create a good
healthy church? This would mean giving a tithe of your time and money,
indeed giving yourself to serve the church.
2

QUESTION: WHAT IS A GOOD OR HEALTHY CHURCH ANYWAY?
I guess in a good healthy church there is a sense of building, establishing
and developing the character of the people and thereby the church itself.
I think it is about loving people to a better place and preparing them for
heaven.
I do not believe denomination, hierarchy or external controls will help a
church to be good or healthy, just as the law cannot save anyone.
(Galatians 3:15-22)
I believe that every local church could gain from looking at the book of
Nehemiah and making a study of chapter 3 in particular. We need
builders; we must honestly inspect the church and what it does in the
local and wider community. We must make a start or things will decline.
WE NEED BUILDERS. WE NEED YOU.
The people replied,
“Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.
(Nehemiah 2:18)
In Nehemiah 3 there are 10 gates which are rebuilt; let us apply the
purpose of each gate to the church today and apply the essential
principles into the life of our church. Let us build one another up,
developing the right attitudes we acquire from this chapter.
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Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above
yourselves (Romans 12:10)
We live in a society that desires or even demands respect but is slow
and even unwilling to give respect. The bible speaks of honouring one
another, that means in all we say and do. It is easy to forget that God
hears every conversation both public and private.
The first three gates in particular show us aspects of the church which
should and must take a central role in our rebuilding.
The Sheep Gate (verses 1 & 32)
It is of no surprise that the Sheep Gate is the first gate mentioned and to
be rebuilt. This gate represents the foundation of the spiritual life of Jerusalem. The sheep gate was the gate where the sacrificial lambs entered
the city to be slain in the temple. It was the temple where the nation’s sin
was dealt with.
In the church today this should be the first gate that is rebuilt or honoured. Jesus, the pure and sinless Son of God, gave his life for the sins
of the world. All God’s dealings with mankind begin with the finished
work of the cross of Jesus Christ.
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This finished work has been ridiculed and undermined by some scientists and liberal theologians. The birth, life, death and resurrection of
Jesus have been questioned.
Verse 1 tells us that the high
priest and his fellow priests
went to work and rebuilt the
Sheep Gate. It is time for
today’s priests (1 Peter 2:9),
each believer to rebuild, to
stand and live in the truth of all
that Jesus has done, honouring
the fact that Jesus sacrificially
died to give us a relationship
with God if we will accept by
faith that he is who he says he
is, and has done what the bible
says at the cross; honouring
Jesus Christ as the Son of
God.

The Fish Gate (verse 3)
This gate was essential to the life of Jerusalem. It is the gate through
which fish came into the city from the Mediterranean and the Sea of
Galilee. Jesus took fishermen and made them fishers of men.
We should ensure that we build an entrance, easy access to the truth
about Jesus Christ.
Jesus said, “Come, follow me, and I will send you out to fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19)
As a church we must allow ourselves to be vulnerable in our love for
people, and then the light of our love will be a beacon that leads people
to Jesus.
Some churches today are defined by who they exclude but we should
be defined by who we love and who we make spiritual realities available to. Our love should be a love that gives access to the truth that
identifies there is a better way to live our lives.
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Honour the truth by sharing it and honour unbelievers by giving the
access to these spiritual realities. Sharing Jesus is true love.
The Old Gate (verse 6)
The Old Gate was the gate by which there was access from the old
part of the city to the new part. There are 3 lessons to be learnt from
the Old Gate or the Jeshanah Gate.
First, God’s moral ways do not change. There is no law against love,
joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. Let our attitudes beautify our message.

Second, as the gate was
being rebuilt, the builders
would have taken the
time to honour the
faithfulness of God, the
faithfulness of their
forefathers and the old
foundational truths of the
word of God. Let us
make our testimony
honour the faithfulness of
God, honour those who
have shared with us and
taught us.

Third, this gate gave access to the new part of the city. The attitude of
the church should be to embrace new things that are available today
through technology and cheap travel as well as the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, without neglecting the old ways of prayer, quiet times and
bible study.
The attitude portrayed by the Old Gate is one of embracing all that is
new and good whilst being anchored in that which is proven and
confirmed by history.
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This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom
but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with
Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not accept
the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them
foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are
discerned only through the Spirit. The person with the Spirit
makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not
subject to merely human judgments, for, ‘Who has known the
mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?’ (Isaiah 40:13) But we
have the mind of Christ. (1 Corinthians 2:13-16)

There are so many
voices, so many
projects and
initiatives vying for
our attention we
must be sure that
we use words
taught by the Spirit
to explain and
understand
spiritual realities.

Paul refers to the gift of distinguishing between spirits in 1 Corinthians.
We must allow the Holy Spirit to guide us, as the church leadership
leads us in obedience to the Holy Spirit and to Christ Jesus.
The Valley Gate (verse 13)
“The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of Zanoah.
They rebuilt it and put its doors with their bolts and bars in place. They
also repaired a thousand cubits of the wall as far as the Dung Gate.”
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We may image that the builders would have expected this gate to be
almost permanently closed. The gate opened onto the Hinnon Valley
which was the place where idolatry was practised. It is where Ghenna,
a type of hell, is located. It is where people sacrificed their children in
the fires of Molech (2 Kings 23:10).
The church should also close the door on all idolatrous practices. Our
behaviour should be thought through, for instance, rebellion, word
curses and works of the flesh also fall into the realm of witchcraft.
Rebellion
One way Christians are practising a sin that's in the realm of witchcraft:
through rebellion that arises when the fear of man is greater than the
fear of the Lord. “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft”. (1 Samuel
15:23)
Fear of man is often at the root of rebellion, but rebellion grows from
many roots. If you see rebellion operating in your life, find the root and
remove it.

Curses
In modern times, word curses aren’t always so dramatic. When we
speak negatively over someone’s life; “They will never hold down a job
acting like that,” “Their marriage is bound to fail the way he treats her,”
“The doctors said he’s going to die in 30 days. Isn’t that sad?”—we are
agreeing with the enemy’s plan.
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Works of the flesh
What are the works of the flesh? Galatians 5:19-21 says: “Now the
works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions,
heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like.”
These are definitely things that should be below the line and should
not be our attitude or included as part of the church.

The Dung Gate (verse 13)
No prizes for guessing what this gate was for and this part of town was
not so desirous. It is where all the human rubbish and refuse was put
outside the gate and taken from the city. Of course, it is essential for
the sanitation and health of the city.
In today’s church all that glorifies human ambition, human ability and
charismatic leadership should be put outside the gate. Paul recognised that his own human and religious ability was just refuse when
compared with what Christ was forming within him.
In a day of new and exciting developments we must make sure that
we do not build on human ability and charismatic characters, for history shows only too clearly that where churches are built on men, when
the storms of life remove the men, the house comes tumbling down.
Let us ensure that we build and maintain the dung gate of our church.
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Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesdays 6th & 20th May
11.00am to 12
noon.
Build with us Discover the
power of prayer!

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.
A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.
Table top sale.

Tuesday 13th & 27th May
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 12th May 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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Friday 5th - Sunday 7th September
, Shipdham, Norfolk IP25 7SA
(See leaflet for details)
We are delighted to welcome back
,
from the Rhonda Valley, South Wales,
who proved such a blessing at past Conferences
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MISSION
On 30th May to 9th July, Simon will be visiting India
again to meet with and encourage and support some of
the Pastors and their Churches there.
Please pray for Simon as he goes on this
Mission Trip.

On the 31st May to 15th June,
Ken, Neil and Martina are
planning to re-visit the
Falconer Children's Home in
Zambia in order to support and
encourage the workers there as
they care for over 100 children.
Precious time will be spent with
the children as well. Their love
for the Lord is evident, their joy
infectious, singing wonderful
and their games are fun.

Please pray that God will guide
and give wisdom in all that is
done in His name.
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After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of
God boldly. (Acts 4:31)
The Fountain Gate (verse 15)
The Fountain Gate was located near the pool of Siloam (or King’s Pool)
within the city wall.

For the church today this gate
represents one of the most
exciting aspects of Church
life. It represents the
transforming work of the Holy
Spirit. When the church
rebuilds this gate almost
anything can happen and
often does. This gate
represents the fact that
water can be found within the
city in times of trouble. The
Holy Spirit dwells within to
help us and guide us; he is
our ever present help.
We must note here that the water comes from the same source as that
of the Water Gate, which represents the word of God.
It is strange that this gate has been razed to the ground many times in
history. Jesus on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles proclaimed
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow
from within them.” (John 7:37-38)
Verse 39 continues “By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were later to receive.”
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The effects of this are with us today. Let the Holy Spirit in. Do not keep
this gate closed or allow it to be attacked or destroyed. Let us not
restrict the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives or in the life of the church.
Open the gate wide and you and our church will never be the same
again.
The Water Gate (verse 26)
The Water Gate provided a surface route in peaceful times for people
to descend to the spring of Gihon at the foot of the hill. When under
siege the defenders walled up the mouth of Gihon and its waters flowed
through Hezekiah’s tunnel to the pool of Siloam.
Water in the bible is often linked to the word of God. Paul links a wife to
the bride of Christ (the church) in Ephesians 5: 26 “So that He might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
Word.” This may be literally translated as ‘cleansed her by the Laver
with the Word.’
This is reminiscent of the fact that the priests washed in the bronze
laver before entering the holy place.
Unfortunately today there are
churches that put the emphasis on
the Fountain Gate and churches
that put the emphasis on the Water
Gate. Let us remember that in both
cases the water comes from the
same natural springs. For the
church, whether it is spiritual gifts or
the bible, the source is God.
Therefore, we should have balance
between the Word and the Spirit.

It is no surprise that in Nehemiah 8:1 Ezra standing before the Water
Gate delivered the word of God to the people. Also it is no surprise that
Jesus when performing the re-creative miracle of healing the blind man
told him to wash in the Pool of Siloam which was by the Fountain Gate.
Let us ensure that we build a church that embraces the Word and the
Spirit together.
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They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42)
Our fellowship is for a purpose. Our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ. The Greek word “koinonia” (or fellowship)
means having in common or partnership and denotes the share which
one has in anything, participation; thus it is used of the common
experiences and interests of Christians.
The Horse Gate
(verse 28)
The Horse Gate is
linked, not
surprisingly, to
horses. It was the
gate where military
strategy was
formed and it was
the gate the army
used to go out and
come in.

As the Horse Gate is rebuilt we become more aware of spiritual
warfare. The church must remember we are not fighting against human
beings but against the wicked spiritual forces in the heavenly world,
the rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers of this dark age.
15

It is therefore essential that our warfare takes place within the church.
God has provided us with weapons for our warfare, like praise and
worship, the word of God and spiritual gifts. However we must
remember that the victory over these wicked spiritual forces has been
won at the cross.

Paul describes it this way “In union with Christ you were
circumcised, not with the circumcision that is made by human
beings, but with the circumcision made by Christ, which consists
of being freed from the power of this sinful self. For when you
were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you
were also raised with Christ through your faith in the active power
of God, who raised him from death. You were at one time
spiritually dead because of your sins and because you were
Gentiles without the Law. But God has now brought you to life
with Christ. God forgave us all our sins; he cancelled the
unfavourable record of our debts with its binding rules and did
away with it completely by nailing it to the cross. And on that
cross Christ freed himself from the power of the spiritual rulers
and authorities; he made a public spectacle of them by leading
them as captives in his victory procession”. (Colossians 2:11-15)
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We should never underestimate the power of our praise and worship
especially when we come together for such times. There is a wonderful
song called The Victor’s Crown.
Every high thing must come down, Every stronghold shall be broken
You wear the Victor's crown, You overcome. You overcome
At the cross the work was finished. You were buried in the ground
But the grave could not contain You. For You wear the Victor's crown
The East Gate (verse 29)
The East Gate was highly important to the Jews. It was the East Gate
that should remain closed until the Messiah should enter through. In
today’s church the East Gate must remain closed to every name but
the name of Jesus. This gate represents the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
There is no middle ground for the Christian: Jesus must be Lord of all,
or He can't be Lord at all.
Are you an "independent" person? Think again. Paul wrote “We do not
live for ourselves only, and we do not die for ourselves only. If we
live, it is for the Lord that we live, and if we die, it is for the Lord
that we die. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. For
Christ died and rose to life in order to be the Lord of the living and
of the dead. You then, who eat only vegetables—why do you pass
judgment on others? And you who eat anything—why do you despise other believers? All of us will stand before God to be judged
by him. For the scripture says, “As surely as I am the living God,
says the Lord, everyone will kneel before me, and everyone will
confess that I am God.” Every one of us, then, will have to give an
account to God. (Romans 14:7-12).
The Resurrection is the Conquest of
His Lordship
In Romans 14, we read, "To this end
Christ both died, and rose. . ." (v. 9).
In those two actions we see the
redeeming claim and the resurrection
conquest. When he died, he gave
himself for us, but when he rose, he
gave himself to us to live within us.
His Lordship indicates the following:
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Submission
No man can serve two masters. Jesus is no part-time king. He must be
Lord of all to be Lord at all, so you are committed to Jesus Christ
completely and exclusively.
Ownership
Jesus is not simply the owner of the tithe. He doesn't own ten percent of
a Christian, he owns it all. The tithe is simply a tangible expression of
that. It is a symbol of all our resources.
Obedience
"No, Lord," is a contradiction in terms. Being a Christian means
obedience in our work, in our witness, in our friendships and families,
in our recreation, and in every area there is. Are you afraid to surrender
to that kind of obedience?
The Inspection Gate (verse 31)
This last gate, known also as the Muster Gate was the place where, in
the case of an emergency, the people would gather or muster. The
trumpet would sound, people would forget their differences, they would
forget their tribes and rally together for a common vision.
The leadership of the church must provide a vision for the future of the
church; they must know where the church is going. They must be
confident of the way forward and must review the progress of the church.
They must sound the trumpet and call people together.
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This unity is the
precious jewel in
the crown of the
Kingdom. We must
ensure that we
make every effort
to keep the unity of
the Spirit through
the bond of peace.
(Ephesians 4:3)

And Finally
We should build in these things remembering that the wall connects the
gates, it protects the city, and it reminds us of the love of Jesus Christ.
He brings together all the things that are beneficial to our well-being
and he protects every believer by declaring that we belong to him
alone.
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May Services
“Let us start rebuilding”
Sunday 4th May 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Honour”
Sunday 11th May 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Special Family Service
1.00pm Retirement Party for Roger & Chris
Sunday 18th May 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Spirit and Word”
Sunday 25th May 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: “Fellowship”
Prayer for India trip & Zambia trip

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River
Ministries (Norfolk) Registered Charity number
1054419. A member of Evangelical Alliance
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