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Introduction
"Satan laughs at our toiling, mocks our wisdom, but trembles when he
sees the weakest saint on his knees."
During the month of September, we will be focusing on prayer. Prayer
is perhaps the most important thing a Christian can do, but also one of
the most neglected aspects of the Christian life.
We are calling this month's prayer initiative 'Growing Into Prayer Praying Into Growth' First of all, we need to grow in our personal prayer
lives, regardless of where we are at the moment. None of us have
reached perfection, there is always more we can do. One of the
purposes of this month is to get all of us more into 'the prayer habit', so
that we more naturally bring our praise, thanks, hopes and concerns to
God, both privately and corporately. Although we will be focusing on
prayer during this month, it should not be a 'one off', but the launch pad
for a more effective prayer lifestyle.
Secondly, we want to pray for growth in our church - both numerically
and in depth of maturity. We want to grow our ministries, our unity, our
compassion, our love for one another.
We will be providing more opportunities for praying together, including
early morning prayer meetings, more prayer times in services, and a
special day of prayer at the end of the month. Each week there is a
different Prayer Focus, praying into different aspects of church growth.
Let's endeavour to give prayer the priority it warrants, and watch what
God does in us, through us and among us!
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Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
Why do we need to pray? Surely if God knows our thoughts, he knows
what we want or need without us having to ask? We need to
understand that we are inviting God into our lives when we pray.
When we pray, we experience:
● Fellowship. We become "God's fellow workers"
(2 Corinthians 6:1). When we pray, God gives us the privilege
of working together with Him. He could do it without us, but we
could not do it without Him.
● Growth. When we pray, God is growing us. Sometimes when
we pray we do not immediately receive the answer as we
expect. This should cause us to a) continue to pray; b) examine
ourselves to see if anything in our lives is a blockage to
receiving from God. These are important times for growing
as Christians.

● Dependency. God does not want us to live lives
independently of Him. If God just did everything for us and
we never had to pray, soon we would begin to take things for
granted. We would cease to depend upon God.
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● Prayer Unites Us With God
That's why we tell God what He already knows. He knows what we
have need of before we ask, but we're definitely, specifically,
unqualifiedly told to pray and to ask — not to impress or inform God,
but to invite God, so that we might have that fellowship with Him, so
that we might grow, and we would learn to depend upon Him.

Prayer Focus For The Week - Youth And Children's Work
● Please pray for all the ministry among children and young
people - Sunday School, Cubs, Beavers, Noah's Ark
● Please pray for the leaders of all of these groups, that they will
be strengthened, sustained, guided and encouraged in their
ministry
● Pray for more leaders to support the work in these groups
● Pray that we may have wisdom to know how to reach out to
young people in new ways
"Prayer is practicing the presence of God, not mastering the mechanics
of how to come to God.", (Mark Water, Prayer Made Easy)
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Read the parable of the Persistent Widow in Luke 18:1-8. In this story,
a widow repeatedly asks a judge to grant her justice against her
adversary. For some time he refused to help her, but eventually gave in.
Does this mean that by being persistent in prayer we can 'browbeat God
into submission', that He will get fed up with us and answer our prayer
just to shut us up? Not at all! The judge in the parable was unjust - he
did not care about God, justice or the widow. He just wanted to get the
woman off his back.
By contrast, God is a God of both justice and compassion, as we can
see in Psalm 145. He answers prayer because He loves justice, and
loves us.
Persistent prayer shows that we are passionate about what we request,
that we are not just paying lip service to prayer. It demonstrates that we
are committed to the people and situations we are praying for. It also
shows that we acknowledge God as the answer to all of our problems.
When we struggle because we do not feel that God has heard our
prayers, let us be persistent like the widow. God does hear, and He will
answer!
Prayer Focus For The Week - Accommodation
● Please pray that we are able to provide
suitable accommodation for all of the
activities in the church to function
effectively.
● We are considering using a Portakabin as
a short-term solution - pray that we will be
able to obtain one cheaply and site it
without problems.
● Pray for our long-term needs as we grow
as a church - that we are able to make
wise decisions about the way forward,
and that we will have the resources to
accomplish this.
"The only way to completely fail in prayer is to
fail to pray!" (Sue Curran, The Praying Church)
5

Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8 years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

new
Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Join the worship group
at 8.00pm on the last
Friday of each month for
an open evening of
praise and worship.

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 9th & 23rd Sept.
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 8th Sept 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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A vision of reaching 50members in one year 100 in five years!
Tuesdays 2nd, 9th, 16th , 23rd , & 30th September
6.30am with Breakfast!

1st - 7th Youth & Children’s Work

11.00am - 12noon
2nd & 16th Sept.

8th - 14th Accommodation
15th - 21st Home Groups
22nd - 30th Evangelism & Outreach

Before the Service
9.30am

9.00am - 9.00pm (Come when you are able)
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○ Friday 5th September - Sunday 7 th Sept:
- Women’s
Conference at Letton Hall, Shipdham.
○ Saturday 13th Sept 9.00am:
Everyone welcome!
○ Sunday 14th Sept at 6.00pm:
. Watton Pentecostal Church.
○ Sunday 21st Sept at 4.00pm
○ Friday 26th Sept, at 8.00pm

all welcome!

○ Saturday 27th Sept, 9.00am - 9.00pm
○ Sunday 28th September, 10.30am:
Why not invite someone?
We have lots of exciting things to look forward to
over the coming months ..
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If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
(2 Chronicles 7:14)

ill forgive their
Iw
sin a
nd w

ill h e a l t h e i r l a n d

This great text has been quoted by countless Christians in many contexts
over the centuries. It has, rightly or wrongly, been applied to many
situations. There are, however, certain principles which are clear from
this passage.
First, we see that we are called by His name. This places upon us a
responsibility to live a life worthy of that calling. Prayer is not something
done in isolation. It should be accompanied by a humility, a holy lifestyle,
and repentance. We cannot expect God to answer our prayers as we
would wish if we are practising sin, and refusing to be repentant.
Secondly, God longs to bless us, to bring forgiveness, healing and
wholeness. But we must play our part. We cannot expect God to fulfil the
second half of the verse if we are not prepared to fulfil the first half.
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When we come to God in prayer, let us ensure that we come with the
right attitude - a humble spirit, a repentant heart, and a longing to see
God's righteousness displayed.
Prayer Focus For The Week - Home Groups
● Please pray for our home group leaders, that they may be able to
provide a safe, secure environment within which people are able
to grow, mature and be encouraged in their personal walk with
Jesus.
● Pray that each person may find a home group which is right for
them, where they feel comfortable and valued.
● Pray that as we grow, that new home group leaders will be
raised up, to expand the range of home groups available.
"He that lives without prayer or prays without life, has not the
Spirit of God. " (John Mason 1646-1694)
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And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. (John 14:13)
When we pray, we often conclude with the words 'in Jesus' name'. But
what does this mean? It would be so easy to see the phrase as a
closing sentiment, much the same as when we end a letter with 'your
faithfully'. But what we are really saying is that we expect that what we
pray is within the will of God, and is something that Jesus is happy to
put his name to!
In the current troubles in the Middle East, protesters are often seen
holding up banners saying 'Not In My Name'. In other words, they do
not want to be associated with the actions of a particular nation or
faction. When we act or speak in the name of someone, we are
assuming that we have their approval.
This means, therefore, that when we pray 'in Jesus' name' we are
aligning our will with that of Jesus, so it is really important that we take
care about what we pray. Is my prayer something that Jesus is happy
to lend his name to?
Prayer Focus For The Week - Evangelism and Outreach
● Please pray for all of the
groups in the church which
provide a form of outreach
into the community.
● Pray for forthcoming
evangelism initiatives Alpha, events over
Christmas etc.
● Pray for yourself and for
each other, that we may
have the boldness to be
effective witnesses to our
friends, neighbours, work
colleagues etc.
"In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without
a heart." (John Bunyan)
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Growing into Prayer
Praying into Growth
Sunday 7th Sept 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: The Purpose of Prayer
Sunday 14th Sept 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: The Persistence of Prayer
Sunday 21st Sept 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: The Productivity of Prayer
Sunday 28th Sept 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Family Service
on 7th, 14th & 21st September

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1054419.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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