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Introduction
There is a story of two men sitting by an open fire, discussing
Christian matters. The younger man is explaining that because he
is so strong in the faith, so fervent in his belief, such a faithful
reader of scripture, that he doesn't actually need to go to church.
The older, wiser man listens in
silence, then takes the fire
tongs, lifts a burning coal from
the fire, and places it in the
hearth. The two men watch as
the coal turns from glowing
yellow to orange, to a dull red,
and eventually to a cold grey.
The older man then returns the
coal to the fire, and soon it is
glowing yellow again, like the
others. The young man, now
feeling a little foolish,
understands the message.
It is repentance, and acceptance of Jesus as our Lord and
Saviour, that enables us to receive eternal life. But it is being part
of a fellowship of Christians that enables us to live out an
effective Christian life here on earth. Being with other Christians
gives us guidance, encouragement, and support. But it is not
simply what we can get out of meeting together - it is also about
taking hold of the responsibility of serving others. God has called
each one of us to minister to others in some way, and it is only
when we are all playing our part in the life of the church that we
can be truly effective for the Kingdom of God.
During this month, we will be looking at aspects of being a
member of the body of Christ, the church. The studies are based
on sections of the document 'Meaningful Church Membership',
and aim to deepen our understanding of what it means to be
committed to the local church.
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The word 'church' refers to people rather than a building. The
Bible uses the word in two contexts - the Universal Church, which
is a collective term for all Christians, past, present and future,
and the Local Church, the gathering together and bonding of
Christians in a particular locality. So Watton Pentecostal Church is
a Local Church, but is also a visible representation of the
Universal Church.
The New Testament uses various metaphors to describe the
church:
● A Body (Romans 12:3-5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31) This
illustration tells us that we all have a part to play in the
church, and we all need each other. Though we are all
different, and have different giftings, abilities and
personalities, we are all equally essential to the
functioning of the body.
● A Building (1 Corinthians
3:9; 1 Peter 2:4-8) This does
not refer to a church being a
building in the physical
sense, rather that the people
are a spiritual building. A
building must be constructed
with a sense of order and
structure; it must have firm
foundations; and a spiritual
building must have Jesus as
its cornerstone.
● A Bride (2 Corinthians 11:2; Matthew 22:1-14; Revelation
19:5-8; Revelation 21:9) This illustration speaks of a love
relationship, of commitment, faithfulness and devotion.
The Bible is full of references which allude to Jesus the
bridegroom and the Church his bride. It is also a reminder
that one day Jesus will return to claim his bride.
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● A Flock (1 Peter 5:1-4; John 10:1-18; Acts 20:28-29) This
speaks to us of security and protection, being fed, and
being led. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and ultimately we
are in his care. He has appointed overseers,
under-shepherds, as church leaders to carry out the task.

● God's Field (1 Corinthians 3:9) For a field to achieve its
purpose it needs to be fruitful, and produce a crop. This
means that it needs to be ploughed, seeds planted, fed,
watered and nurtured. If these happen in our lives, through
the Word, prayer, repentance, fellowship and worship, we
can expect to be fruitful as a church.
● The Church of God (Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 1:2;
2 Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:13) Though we may think that
this is our church, we must remember that it is God's church.
He is its Head, and it is for His glory. God is our Father, and
we are His children.
Questions
1. Which of the above illustrations do you find particularly helpful?
2. Have any of the above illustrations changed or expanded your
understanding of what church is?
3, What metaphors for church can be found in the following
verses: Song of Solomon 6:4; Joshua ch.20; 1 Peter 2:9
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A mission statement is a statement of the purpose of a
company, organization or person, its reason for existing. It spells
out the goal, guides actions, and underpins decision making.
The mission statement for Watton Pentecostal Church is as
follows:
The purpose of Watton Pentecostal Church is to
give every man, woman and child the opportunity
of understanding the gospel and to provide a
church where they can grow and develop in
ministry for the glory of God.
It is important for all members to understand the mission
statement, so that everyone is able to feel part of what God is
doing amongst us, and to be able to commit themselves to
current and new initiatives.
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Every activity undertaken by the church aims to play its part in
fulfilling the mission statement. If an activity does not do this, we
have to question why we do it. No activity takes place because
someone thought it would be 'a nice idea', nor does it take place
in isolation. We understand, therefore, that everything we do,
whether it be Sunday services, home groups, or any other
meetings during the week, is part of a unified strategy.
Questions
1. Are you able to quote by heart, or at least describe the main
thoughts behind the mission statement?
2. Think of three different activities undertaken by the church,
and consider how each of them plays its part in meeting the aims
of the mission statement.
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Sunday 14th: Sunday School Christmas Party
Thursday 18th Noah’s Ark Christmas Party
Friday 19th Friendship Club Christmas Party
Sunday 21st 10.30am Family Carol Service
Sunday 21st 6.00pm Traditional Carol Service
Thursday 25th 11.00am Christmas Day Service
Sunday 28th No Morning Service
Sunday 28th 4.00pm New Year’s Party
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NOVEMBER MEETINGS
Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8 years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Join us for prayer
9.30am on a Sunday
morning
4th

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

18th

Tuesday
&
Nov
11.00am - 12 noon

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 11th & 25th November
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 10th Nov 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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NOVEMBER EVENTS
Looking for Christmas present ideas?
Why not join us at these events?

Chocoholics
(Quality chocolates)
On Thursday 14 t h November during Noah’s Ark

& Body Shop Party
On Wednesday 26 t h November at 8.00pm
at Watton Pentecostal Church
Cakes & Refreshments will be served
Please bring a friend
These events are raising funds for
Noah’s Ark & Watton Church Scout Group
Catalogues available from Elaine & Tasha
if you would like to place an order before the events
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'And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some
are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all
the more as you see the Day approaching.' (Hebrews 10:24-25)
Watton Pentecostal Church provides many opportunities to meet
together. They include:
● Sunday Morning Services
● Tuesday Morning Prayer Meetings
● Midweek Home Fellowship Groups
● Other Midweek Activities (Friendship Club, Noah's Ark etc.)
● Children's and Youth Activities (Scouts/Cubs/Beavers,
Sunday School etc.)

10

As members of the body of Christ, we have a responsibility to
attend meetings where possible, though this should not become
a burden to us. Attendance should ideally flow from a desire from
the heart, rather than a burdensome sense of expectation.

A study of Acts 2:42-47 gives us a sense of what meeting
together meant for the early church. Being together involved
teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayer. It also
involved sharing together to meet each person's material needs.
They met together in the temple courts, and in each other's
homes. This lifestyle was clearly one which God blessed, as they
saw more people added to their number on a daily basis!
Questions
1. What has, for you, been the greatest benefit of meeting with
other Christians?
2. And what has been the greatest challenge?
3. What principles laid out in Acts 2:42-47 can be successfully
applied to our own church situation?
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Being a church member is not only about enjoying the benefits of
membership, it is also about fulfilling the responsibilities. In last
week's study, we looked at the passage in Acts chapter 2 which
described the way the early church functioned together. It is
evident that they were deeply committed to one another, and
took seriously their responsibilities to care for one another, and
to share the gospel with others. For us, church membership also
requires certain commitments and responsibilities. Our
responsibilities are as follows:
● Belief - we should be able to understand and accept the
Statement of Faith as set out in the Meaningful Church
Membership document. This lays out the principal doctrines
adhered to by the church.
● Personal Devotions Spending time alone with
God in prayer, worship and
scripture reading is an
important daily routine for
maintaining a close
relationship with Him. When
we ask the Holy Spirit to
make these times come
alive, they become a joy
and a privilege, not a chore.
● Integrity - It is vital that we maintain our personal
integrity in all aspects of life. When we act in a way that
lacks integrity, we not only damage our own reputation,
but also that of the church, as well as damaging our
witness for Jesus.
● Loyalty - As part of a fellowship of believers, we must
support one another, defend and uphold one another. We
share in each other's joys and sadnesses, successes and
struggles.
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● Togetherness (Unity) - When we meet together, we
should express our togetherness through mutual support,
encouragement and compassion.
● Hospitality - We should welcome one another into our
homes, as these are great times for deepening our
fellowship and friendship with one another, in a way which
we cannot do at church on a Sunday.
● Finance - We should prayerfully consider how we can
financially support the work of the church. The biblical
principle is that of tithing - giving one tenth of our income.
The church promotes the discipline of 'considered giving' that is, prayerfully setting aside money regularly with the
aim ultimately of tithing.
● Service - There are roles in the church for everyone practical, administrative, creative, leading etc. If you are
not sure how you can be of service, please discuss this with
a member of the leadership.

Questions
1. Are there any areas of responsibility listed above which you
find particularly challenging?
2. What can you do to help you meet this challenge?
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The most fundamental aspect of living the Christian life is that we
place ourselves under the lordship of Jesus. Calling Jesus 'Lord' is
so much more than giving him a title - it is a recognition that he
has authority over every aspect of our lives. In fact, he has
authority over the church, the nation, and the universe!
That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted
when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to
come. And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way. (Ephesians 1:19-23)
When we became Christians, God removed us from the dominion
of Satan, and placed us under the authority of Jesus. This means
that every aspect of our lives should reflect the desire to be
obedient to Jesus, and to please him.
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For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and
brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
(Colossians 1:13-14)
Under the Law, people were motivated by fear of judgment and
death, but under the Lordship of Christ, we are motivated by the
desire to please him, because we know that everything he does
in our lives is because he loves us and wants the best for us.
Church leaders have a position of 'delegated authority', which
means that they have a responsibility to lead the church by
exercising the authority given to them by God. Recognising the
authority of leadership is therefore an important aspect of placing
ourselves under the lordship of Jesus.
Questions
1. What do each of the following verses tell us about how we
place ourselves under the lordship of Jesus: James 4:7; Hebrews
13:17; Romans 14:12
2. Prayerfully consider if there are any aspects of your life which
you have not placed under the lordship of Jesus. How can you
change this?
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Meaningful Church Membership
Sunday 2nd Nov 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: What is church?
Sunday 9th Nov 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: What is our mission?
Sunday 16th Nov 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Meeting together
Sunday 23rd Nov 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: Dedication Service
Sunday 30th Nov 9.30am - prayer
10.30am: The Lordship of Jesus
SUNDAY SCHOOL
on 2nd, 9th, 16th and 30th Nov.

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1054419.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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