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Introduction
When the angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, he learned that
his fiancée Mary was "with child through the Holy Spirit" and
would give birth to a son named "Immanuel" (Matthew 1:18
Matthew 1:23 ). "Immanuel" is a Hebrew word meaning "God with
us" and expresses the wonder of the incarnation, that God
"became flesh and made his dwelling among us" (John 1:14).

The Prophet Isaiah told
the Jews that “Therefore
the Lord himself will give
you a sign: behold, a
virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and
shall call his name
Immanuel.”
(Isaiah 7:14). The sign
was given in the person
of Jesus and many
people ignored the sign
and missed their
opportunity to gain
eternal life.

In the Old Testament God's presence with his people Israel was
particularly evident in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:8), but the glory
that filled the tabernacle was surpassed by the personal
presence of God the Son as he revealed the Father during his
ministry on earth. Christ's glory was revealed through the
miracles he performed (John 2:11).
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Let us first look at the meaning of the name Jesus as used in the
English language. It comes from the Greek ‘Iēsous’ which is from
the Hebrew Jehoshua or Joshua (Yĕhôshúa or Yeshua). The
word Jehoshua breaks down into ‘Jeh’ which is the shortened
name Jehovah and ‘oshua’ meaning salvation. Therefore the
word means Jehovah is salvation or the Lord who saves.
Second, think about the historical significance of the name
Joshua. The name was quite common, often given in
remembrance of the Old Testament hero. It is interesting to
compare these two figures of history:
a. Joshua led the nation of Israel into the promised land
(Canaan).
b. Jesus leads the people of God into the Promised Land
(Heaven).
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Third, let us consider the significance of the name Jesus. It means
the Lord who saves or God is salvation. In Matthew chapter 1,
Joseph has a dream where an angel says to him “She will give
birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because
he will save his people from their sins” (verse 21). In the footnotes
of the NIV bible it says “Jesus is the Greek form of Joshua, which
means the Lord saves.” He saves anyone and everyone who turns
to him and receives him.
Jesus does this by saving people from:
a) The guilt of sin. By offering his blood as an atonement for their
individual and personal sin. Romans 5: 8 &9 states, “But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his
blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath
through him!”

b) The power of sin. Jesus
releases people from the
law of sin and death by the
Holy Spirit. In Romans 8:1
& 2 it says, “Therefore,
there is now no
condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus,
2 because through Christ
Jesus the law of the Spirit
who gives life has set you
free from the law of sin
and death.” Jesus is the
one who gives true
freedom as a free gift.
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c) The consequence of sin. Paul says “For the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 6:23). The sense here is not only everlasting life (that
we will live even though we die see John 11:25) but that we will
have the eternal one living in us and with us.
Therefore, the name of Jesus is important to every human being.
The word sin most used in the New Testament is ‘Hamartia’
which literally means missing the mark or falling short. Originally
it was a throwing word meaning to miss the target; just as we
miss or fall short of God's standard or target for us. We can ask
ourselves the question; “are we as good a parent, son or
daughter, employee or friend as we could be?” If not that is sin.
Romans 3:9 “What shall we conclude then? Do we have any
advantage? Not at all! For we have already made the charge,
that Jews and Gentiles alike, are all under the power of sin
(hamartia).”
What shall we say then? Do you know this Jesus as Saviour or
have you rejected him?
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Let us first look at the
meaning of the name
Immanuel. Joseph had a
dream in Matthew 1 where
an angel says to him ““The
virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and they will
call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”)
(verse 23)”.

Second let us look at the historical associations of the name
Immanuel. In Isaiah's prophecy (Isaiah 7:14) a virgin would give
birth to a child who would be called "Immanuel." In the prophecy
Isaiah, addressing king Ahaz of Judah, promises the king that
God will destroy his enemies; as a sign that his oracle is a true
one, Isaiah predicts that a virgin (a young woman, maiden) will
shortly give birth to a child (often thought to be Hezekiah) whose
name will be Immanuel, "God is with us", and that the threat from
the enemy kings will be ended before the child grows up.
Third let us consider the significance of the name Immanuel. The
name describes the nature of Jesus in so much as he is God.
Other bible passages that expound aspects of Jesus Christ's
nature are:
1) He is "Mighty God, Everlasting Father" - Isaiah 9:6
2) He is "God", possessing the "glory of God"; the Great "I AM",
who shared in the glory of the Father prior to his incarnation cf. John 1:1-3,14; 8:56-59; 17:5
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3) Declared to be "the Son of God with power" by virtue of His
resurrection - Romans 1:3-4
4) He was "equal with God" who willingly humbled Himself cf. Philippians 2:5-11
5) In Him "dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily" Colossians 2:9
Human minds, finite and feeble, wrestle with this great mystery,
but Jesus was "God manifested in the flesh"! (1Timothy 3:16)

Why does the human race need Immanuel (God with Us)?
Because the plain truth is that without Immanuel we human
beings are incomplete at best. For no matter what we in our
arrogance like to imagine about ourselves, we humans are
creatures. We did not will ourselves into existence. Nor do we
owe our existence now to our superior intellect and will to survive.
These explanations are quite flattering and are also quite without
any evidence of truth. We human beings are creations: beautiful,
complicated, and intricate creatures fashioned by an all-powerful
Creator who has revealed Himself to us as our God. He has
revealed Himself to us as Three Divine Persons in One Divine
Essence: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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DECEMBER MEETINGS
Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8 years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Join us for prayer
9.30am on a Sunday
morning
2nd

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

16th

Tuesday
&
Dec
11.00am - 12 noon

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly
welcome and a
chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 9th & 23rd December
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 8th Dec 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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DECEMBER MEETINGS

Sunday 28th No Morning Service
Sunday 28th 4.00pm 60’s Champagne Family Party
with bring & share tea.

Please invite others to join us and share our
joy at these special Christmas events!
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The greatest gift a parent can give a child is the present of
presence. That is what kids crave.
A.W. Tozer said that "most Christians are theological Christians."
He said they are attempting the impossible. "They're trying to be
happy without a sense of the presence." How sad! The greatest
gift God gives us is the present of presence. Jesus said, "I will be
with you always, even to the end of the age." The Holy Spirit is
our 24/7 counselor and guide. He is always on call. Before you
got up this morning and after you go to bed tonight, he will be
interceding for you!

Tina and I travelled around Australia in our early 20’s, we
experienced many things together and often recall things that we
experienced together to encourage us for the future. The best
experiences are lacking when we experience them by ourselves.
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The greatest experiences are shared experiences. That is why
the Almighty One became Immanuel. I often think about how
good God is and how much he loves us, he even sits in the
dentist chair with us. Maybe this is over obvious, but the Almighty
One became "God with us" because he wanted to be with us.
Here is an amazing thought: God wants to spend eternity with
you.

Now take a moment to
think about this.
It is not enough to know
the fact that God loves us.
We must receive Jesus
Christ into our lives as
Saviour and Lord. Then
and only then we can
know God and experience
his love. We must receive
Jesus Christ.

John 1:12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God.
Receiving Jesus Christ involves:
1. Turning from our sin.
Agreeing with God that we are sinful and wanting to turn from our
sin to God.
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2. Believing in the name of Jesus
Trusting God to forgive us completely because Jesus Christ died
for our sins and paid our debt.
3. Receiving Jesus as Lord and choosing to follow Jesus
Christ as our Lord.
Jesus promises to come into our lives when we receive Him.
Revelation 3:20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and
eat with him, and he with me.

I stand
at THE
door &
KNOCK

So it's not enough just to think or feel that these facts are true.
We have to make a choice to invite him in or reject him.
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Living in the presence of God is the essence of keeping
Christmas well. The final words of the book “a Christmas Carol”
are a challenge to us all.
The book says “Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all,
and infinitely more; and to Tiny Tim, who did not die, he was a
second father. He became as good a friend, as good a master,
and as good a man, as the good old city knew, or any other good
old city, town, or borough, in the good old world. Some people
laughed to see the alteration in him, but he let them laugh, and
little heeded them; for he was wise enough to know that nothing
ever happened on this globe, for good, at which some people did
not have their fill of laughter”
“It was always said of him, that he knew how to keep Christmas
well, if any man alive possessed the knowledge. May that be truly
said of us, and all of us!”
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Ten tips on how to keep Christmas well
1. Know Jesus as Saviour the God who is with us.
2. Laugh a lot and LOL.
3. Be generous to everyone, even those who don’t deserve it
and can’t repay.
4. Laugh some more and help others to laugh.
5. Be a friend to someone.
6. Trust God in some situation and be obedient to him.
7. Be good in all that you do.
8. Love people generally and specifically.
9. Forgive totally and completely for the measure you use will
be measured to you.
10. Remember to LOL and shout for Joy as you are a child of
God.

Remember Revelation 21:3 says, "I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will
live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be
with them and be their God." He came to our place. He took our
place. And he invites us back to his place.
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Matthew 1:23
Sunday 7th Dec: 9.30am Prayer
10.30am Guest Speaker: Fredrick Anthony
followed by lunch
Sunday 14th Dec: 9.30am Prayer
10.30am “They shall call his name Immanuel”
Sunday School Christmas Party
Sunday 21st Dec: 9.30am Prayer
10.30am Family Carol Service
6.00pm Traditional Carol Service
Thursday 25th Dec: 11.00am Christmas Day
Service
Sunday 28th Dec: NO MORNING SERVICE
4.00pm: 60’s Champagne Family Party
with bring & share tea

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1054419.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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