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“Dear, dear Corinthians, I can’t tell you how much I long for you to enter
this wide-open, spacious life. We didn’t fence you in. The smallness
you feel comes from within you. Your lives aren’t small, but you’re living
them in a small way. I’m speaking as plainly as I can and with great
affection. Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively!”
(2 Corinthians 6:11-13)
A major reason Christians lose their first love and drift from God is that
they get caught up in outward things, or get distracted by cares or
pleasures. They lose track of what is happening in their heart, and
Christ is gradually replaced by other things at the centre of their heart
and rules and regulations enter their life. Thus love is lost and the
peace and the joy that comes from Jesus disappear from our lifestyle.
When people wander or gradually drift away from God, they often begin
to feel that God is distant. God seems far away - and hard to reach. But
the opposite is actually true, God is very near, in fact, he is standing at
the door.
To restore lost love we must
fellowship with people who love
well; that we may catch the most
extreme case of love and learn to
extravagantly love others. It
means opening your heart, and
asking Christ to come in, to rule in
your heart once again. It includes
a commitment to continue to invite
Christ in, to rule and reign in your
heart every day.
This study is not to be used as some academic exercise but as a
challenge to the church and to every reader to use February to love
more people more often. It is to encourage each of us to perform acts
of love, to think of something you can do to express your love to other
people.
Let us learn to be outrageous, extravagant, exuberant and lavish in our
acts of love this month and not allow smallness to restrict our lives.
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Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than
these.” (Mark 12:30-31)
To understand the word love in the bible we need to understand that
there are 4 Greek words used for love. The four words in the Greek
are; Agape, Phileo, Storge, and Eros:

Storge - is the word that
talks of family love. The love
a parent has for a child, and
the child for the parent. It
describes family affection.

Eros - is the love of a man for a woman, it is that passionate, sexual
love. Although in essence there was nothing bad in the word, it simply
described the passion of human love. As time went by it became tinged
with the idea of lust rather than love, and is never mentioned in the
New Testament.

Phileo - this is the warmest
and best Greek word for
love. It describes real love,
real affection. It shows
affection a man has for his
closest, nearest and true
friends. It is the word for
warm, tender affection, the
highest kind of love.
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Agape - This word indicates
unconquerable benevolence,
invincible goodwill. If we regard
a person with agape, it means
that no matter what that person
does to us, no matter how he
treats us, no matter if he insults
us or injures us or grieves us,
we will never allow bitterness
against him to invade our
hearts, but will regard him with that unconquerable benevolence and
goodwill which will seek nothing but his highest good. The word means
to show affection that involves a sense of social and moral charity or
giving. The word when used for the love a man has for God, it means a
love that values, esteems, unselfishly serves. Agape is the word used
for love in all of our study verses.
From this certain things emerge about agape 1. Love is not only something of the heart but also something of the will.
2. Christian love (agape) doesn't mean we allow people to do
absolutely as they like; it is that tough love that still remains love.
3. It must be noted that Jesus laid this love (agape) down as the basis
for personal relationship.
4. It is only by the grace of Jesus Christ that a man can have this love.
5. This love means we are involved in doing something for the person;
we are called to pray for all men. It is impossible to pray continually for
someone you hate. Love never lies, it is sincere.
The study verse assumes:
1. Totality “Love the Lord your God with all” our heart, soul, mind and
strength.
2. We will love ourselves; it is not much of a command if we do not care
for ourselves.
3. That we can love the way the bible describes, that we are capable of
such love.
People often say that the root of the word is “to give” and therefore love
is a verb, a doing word. Therefore love does not exist until it is given
away. Make a list of 5 or more people you would like to show acts of
love to this month.
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“Let me give you a new command: Love one another. In the same way
I loved you, you love one another. This is how everyone will recognize
that you are my disciples—when they see the love you have for each
other.” (John 13:34-35)
This has been described as the farewell command of Jesus to his
disciples and its significance can easily be overlooked. It describes the
kind of love that impacts people who are not recipients but witnesses of
our acts of love. Our understanding tells us that our love must first be to
those with whom we are committed to in the local church, and then
those with whom we share fellowship and finally those people around
the world who are Christians.
Some claim that we should love everyone the same but that is to
misunderstand the dynamics within the group of disciples and to
misinterpret the human and practical outworking of love. Let us
examine the dynamics of the group:
There is the disciple that Jesus loved. Although the disciple is never
named it is commonly thought to be John.

"

”
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Then there are the three; Peter, James and John to whom he revealed
his divinity on the mountain.
There was Judas who possibly sat next to Jesus at the last supper. He
would have sat or reclined on the left of Jesus, so that as John’s head
would have rested on Jesus’ breast, Jesus’ head would have rested on
the breast of Judas. It is clear from the text that Judas could hear what
Jesus said without the others overhearing. It was not only a special
place that Judas received but it must have been a special depth of love
that Jesus had for him (Luke 6:27).

Finally there were the remaining 8 who were willing to give themselves
to the service of the master even unto death.
Let us consider “In the same way I loved you, you love one another”
and ask the question how did Jesus love them?
1. He loved his disciples selflessly. Often when people love there is
something of self in the act. Humanly they think what will I get out of it,
they consider the happiness of loving and being loved or the abject
loneliness of rejection. Jesus never thought of himself, his one desire
was to give himself and all that he had for those he loved.
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2. He loved his disciples sacrificially. There was no limit to what his love
would give or where it would go. No demand that was made upon it
was too much. If love meant the cross Jesus was prepared to go there.
3. He loved his disciples understandingly. He knew his disciples
through and through. It is said that we never really know people until
we live with them. If we only meet people occasionally we only see
them at their best. It is only as we spend time with people we notice
their moods, their annoying habits, their irritabilities and their
weaknesses. Jesus lived with his disciples’ day in and day out for
months; he knew all there was to know about them and loved them still.
People often say that love is blind but that kind of love can end in
disillusionment. However Jesus has no illusions about us and loves us
anyway.
4. He loved his disciples forgivingly. Peter denied him; they were all to
forsake him. Jesus held nothing against them, there was no failure his
love could not forgive. Love that has not learnt to forgive cannot do
anything else but to shrivel and die.
If you love people in the church the Jesus way it gives onlookers the
opportunity to view the gospel and what the true church is about.

Questions:
1. How do you show your
love for people in the
church?
2. Is there a danger that we
take people for granted and
focus only on their faults?
3. What does familiarity
breed in your heart?
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FEBRUARY MEETINGS
Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8 years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Prayer
Meetings

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Join us for prayer
9.30am on a
Sunday morning

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

Tuesday 3rd & 17th Feb
11.00am - 12 noon

COMMUNITY
Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly welcome
and a chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Watton Child Health Clinic
Tuesday 10th & 24th Feb
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 9th Feb 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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2015 EVENTS

Saturday 7th March: Refreshment Day
Watton Pentecostal Church 10.00am - 6.00pm
Theme:
Cost £15.00: Bookings to Tasha
Friday 11th - Sunday 13th September:
Arise Conference
Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk
Cost £119.00: Bookings to Tasha

MEMBERSHIP COURSE
On Thursday 19th February there is a
Membership Course for everyone who has applied to
become a member of the new charity and has not
already been received into Church Membership.
It will give an opportunity to look at the
Meaningful Membership Course and afterwards to
talk things through individually with one of the
Pastors. The meeting will be 7.30 - 9.30pm
and will be held in the Church
Everyone is welcome to attend
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And yet I will show you the most excellent way… Love is patient, love
is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres
Love never fails (1 Corinthians 12:31 & 13:4-8).
Paul finds no difficulty in communicating the importance of love as he
writes of the most excellent way. It is often said that love is better felt
that telt but Paul speaks of love as the greatest gift; for it is the gift that
binds the local church and the wider church together. Let us see why
as we look at each statement:

Love is patient:

The word describes patience with people but not
with circumstances, it describes a man who is slow
to anger.

Love is kind:

It has been said that this means it is ‘sweet to all.’
This love is basically good, it persecutes no one.
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It does not envy:

It is said that there are two kinds of envy; first is
to covet the possessions of other people; the
second is worse, it grudges the fact that others
should have what he has not. He does not want
things for himself rather he simply doesn’t want
others to have things.

It does not boast:

True love will always be far more impressed with
its own unworthiness than its merits.

It is not proud:

Love is not inflated with its own importance.

It does not dishonour others: There is love that is so determined to
be honest that it forgets that courtesy, tact and
politeness are lovely things.
It is not self-seeking: It is a love that does not insist upon its rights. It
has been said there are two kinds of people;
those who insist on their privileges and those
who remember their responsibilities.
It is not easily angered: The true meaning of this is that Christian love
never becomes exasperated with people.

It keeps no record of wrongs:
The word here is an
accountant’s word and means
something entered into a ledger
to be repaid.

Love does not delight in evil: It is love that finds no pleasure in any
wrong especially the type of wrong that does
harm to people. Love never bullies or rejoices in
the misfortunes of others.
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But rejoices with the truth: There are times when people, including
ourselves, would rather not hear the truth.
Christian love has no wish to veil the truth; it has
nothing to conceal and is glad when truth
prevails.
It always protects:

It will never for pleasure drag into the light the
mistakes and failures of others.

Always trusts:

This has two aspects, first it is a love that takes
God at his word. Secondly, it always believes the
best about other people.

Always hopes:

Jesus believes that no man is hopeless.

Always perseveres: The Greek here does not describe a passive
spirit that bears things, but rather the spirit that in
bearing them, can conquer them.
Love never fails:

These words stress the absolute permanency
and unconquerability of love. They stress the
absolute completeness of love. It also stresses
the absolute supremacy of love .

Many people as they try to apply these principles to their life feel like
giving up before they start. Yet Jesus believes in us and has not
commanded us to do something that is beyond us. We can if we try to
love one another, in the same way as he has loved us.
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So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that we’re presentable inside and
out. Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He
always keeps his word. Let’s see how inventive we can be in
encouraging love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as
some do but spurring each other on, especially as we see the big Day
approaching. (Hebrews 10: 22-25)
So let’s do it! Do what?
The writer of Hebrews explains in verses 19 to 21 “So, friends, we can
now—without hesitation—walk right up to God, into “the Holy Place.”
Jesus has cleared the way by the blood of his sacrifice, acting as our
priest before God. The “curtain” into God’s presence is his body.

1. So let’s clear away the clutter from our busy lives
There are so many things that we do that have no purpose and either
distract or demand our attention. These things clutter up our lives and
cause our focus to be anything except faith and trust. Faith is like a
muscle in three ways
a) Faith grows through pain
b) Faith weakens with lack of use
c) Faith is cultivated by challenge
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Faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace, so sure and certain
that a man could stake his life on it a thousand times.
2. So let’s walk right up to God, into the Holy Place full of belief,
confident that we’re presentable.
We enter the presence of God on the basis of all that Christ has
already accomplished. Therefore, full of belief and confidence, without
hesitation we walk into the presence of the Father as accepted and
loved children.

3. So let’s keep a firm grip on the promises that keep us going.
The Lord often speaks to us through the bible; there are three promises
that I personally keep a firm grip upon.
a) God assures us, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”
(Hebrews 13:5-6)
b) “See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare;
before they spring into being I announce them to you.” (Isaiah 42:9)
c) “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should
be called children of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1)
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4. So let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and
helping out.
The ultimate creative thinking technique is to think like God. To think
like God, we must know him, talk to him and then listen before stepping
into our own open and expansive Life. The challenge for a home group
is to decide an action that will encourage love and help people out.
5. So let’s not avoid worshipping together as some do but spur
each other on.
If you want to spur people on in worship; then worship with all your
heart (adoration), and with all your soul (with thanksgiving), and with all
your mind (deliberately or wilfully) and with all your strength (your body
and enthusiasm). Be an example to others in worship.
When we are an example of love to others, we may expect love to get
through and that love will be enough. Let us learn to be outrageous,
extravagant, exuberant and lavish in our acts of love this month and not
allow smallness to restrict our lives.
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9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am
9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am
9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am
9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1054419.
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