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Sing with me
I always feel sorry for the worship leader when they say “We are going
to teach you a new song this morning”. You can sometimes feel the
resistance to the new song and I sometimes think what is wrong with
the old songs that I know anyway. Yet we should be aware that God
wants us to sing a new song.

A new song can be the means to break through or break free and can
also be the means by which that breakthrough or freedom is
maintained.
The new song gives us a chance to learn and develop new behaviour;
new ways of doing things in a safe environment, that can be translated
into our lives.
The new song gives us a chance to learn and develop new attitudes as
God speaks to us through our song highlighting this phrase and then
that, in such a way that it speaks into the lives of every person present.
Worship is never simply saying words in time with music, neither is it
following a fashion or a fad; worship is a lifestyle that is marked by
declarations of truth, thanksgiving, and adoration that teach, comfort
and change the singers. The word song, like cup, can be used as an
allegory for our life. We have been given a new life in Jesus Christ and
therefore in singing we declare our delight in living this new life to the
full.
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Week 1: How great is our God
The splendor of a King
Clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice
All the earth rejoice

He wraps Himself in light
And darkness tries to hide
It trembles at His voice
Trembles at His voice

How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great, how great is our God
Age to age, He stands
And time is in His hands
Beginning and the end
Beginning and the end

The Godhead Three in One
Father, Spirit, Son
Lion and the Lamb
Lion and the Lamb

How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great, how great is our God
(How great is our God, sing with me)
Name above all names
(How great is our God and all will see)
Worthy of our praise
(How great, how great is our God)
My heart will sing
How great is our God

(How great is our God, sing with me)
Name above all names
(How great is our God and all will see)
Worthy of our praise
(How great, how great is our God)
My heart will sing
How great is our God

How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great, how great is our God
How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great, how great is our God
How great is our God, sing with me
How great is our God and all will see
How great, how great is our God
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Song facts say, “In our interview with Chris Tomlin, he told us … "I
wrote that song when I was living in Austin, Texas. I remember sitting
on my sofa in my little apartment. And Psalm 104 was the psalm I was
looking at. It said, 'You our lord are very great. You're clothed with
splendour and majesty, wrap yourself with light as with a garment' –
through those opening verses and just describing a little bit of God, the
glory of majesty, that little chorus came out. I started singing the
chorus and, man, I had no idea, I thought the chorus was just a little
simple thing and it was. And I had no idea it would become such a
song in the church, and a song that finds its way in so many different
cultures, different languages. It's so transferrable, so accessible. I had
no idea that it would ever become that.

4

I remember I had the song, I thought it was finished. I didn't have a
bridge to the song, and I met Ed Cash who produced that record it was
on. First time meeting him and talking to him about maybe producing
my new record. And I remember he picks his guitar up and says, 'This
'How Great is Our God' song, I think it's pretty good, but it's not
finished.' And I'm like, 'What are you talking about? Who do you think
you are?' And I remember him grabbing his guitar. I believe it was
something about, 'What if you do something like this?' And I remember
he just started singing, 'You're the name above all names, you are
worthy of our praise.' And it's really good, but when you open up and
let somebody else sneak in, it just makes it better. So that's when we
knew it was taking it to another level."” (songfacts.com)

We may at first think that the words, ‘
’ is a
question. However, it is really a declaration of God’s greatness; his
power and love, his acceptance and his peace.

In life we all meet obstacles, it is then we need to remember the
greatness of God; speak it out, sing it out. Remember, an outward
expression makes an inward impression. As we revel in the splendour
of Jesus Christ and rejoice so darkness has to hide. Never think we just
sing words or the latest song, rather we sing truth. We hear the truth
sung to us and sing with others, we determine to live by his teaching
and the truth sets us free.
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Jesus said, “
John
8:31-32). Praise and worship releases something in us, when we sing
truth it brings revelations, that is it reveals a facet of God that we had
not previously appreciated.
Many people say that the old hymns are best; hymns like ‘Amazing
Grace’ but they fail to realize that even the old hymns were
"contemporary" when they were first written. If you research the hymn
“Amazing Grace” you find that the song took six years to be published.
John Newton's connection to his parishioners enabled him to write
many of the hymns in first person, admitting his own experience with
sin. John Newton himself was initially rejected by the Church of
England. He was turned down by the Bishop of York in 1758, ostensibly
for having no university degree, although the more likely reasons were
his leanings toward evangelism and tendency to socialize with
Methodists. The Earl of Dartmouth, impressed with his story, sponsored
Newton for ordination with the Bishop of Lincoln, and offered him the
curacy of Olney, Buckinghamshire, in 1764.
When we hear new songs we should not allow our heart to sink but
rather, focusing on God, hear the truth of the words in the song that
has been chosen by our worship team. Having heard the truth, put it
into practice and find freedom.
The challenge in week one is to allow the songs we sing to be personal
and touch our heart. We should not hark back to the past but press on
to the future and grasp it with both hands.
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Week 2: These are the days of Elijah
These are the days of Elijah,
Declaring the word of the Lord:
And these are the days of Your servant Moses,
Righteousness being restored.
And though these are days of great trial,
Of famine and darkness and sword,
Still, we are the voice in the desert crying
'Prepare ye the way of the Lord! '
Behold He comes riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun at the trumpet call;
Lift your voice, it's the year of jubilee,
And out of Zion's hill salvation comes.
These are the days of Ezekiel,
The dry bones becoming as flesh;
And these are the days of Your servant David,
Rebuilding a temple of praise.
These are the days of the harvest,
The fields are as white in Your world,
And we are the labourers in Your vineyard,
Declaring the word of the Lord!
Behold He comes riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun at the trumpet call;
Lift your voice, it's the year of jubilee,
And out of Zion's hill salvation comes.
There's no God like Jehovah.
There's no God like Jehovah!
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(Psalm 68:4)

Robin Mark, the song’s writer, said “I have had quite a few people
asking me for an explanation of the roots and meaning of the words
and themes contained in “Days of Elijah” since I wrote the song way
back in 1994.
The song is generally and principally a song of ‘hope’. The themes it
explores are to do with the fact that, although raised a Methodist, I
attended a lot of Brethren or Gospel Hall meetings as a small boy and
somehow the theology of Old Testament stories and characters being,
either as themselves or by their actions, ‘types’ or ‘examples’ of Christ
and the Church got stuck in my head…
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Firstly the song came from watching a television “Review of the Year”
at the end of 1994. This was the year of the Rwandan civil war tragedy
which claimed 1 million people’s lives, and also when the first
ceasefires in N.I. were declared. On this TV review were a lot of daft
stories, happy stories, serious stories, and then absolutely devastating
stories like the Rwandan situation. As I watched the review unfold I
found myself despairing about the state of the world and, in prayer,
began asking God if He was really in control and what sort of days
were we living in.
I felt in my spirit that He replied to my prayer by saying that indeed He
was very much in control and that the days we were living in were
special times when He would require Christians to be filled with
integrity and to stand up for Him just like Elijah did, particularly with
the prophets of Baal. “These are ‘Elijah’ days”. Elijah’s story is in the
book of Kings and you can read how he felt isolated and alone in the
culture in which he lived. But God told him to stand up and speak for
Him. (http://robinmark.com/the-story-behind-days-of-elijah/)
The lesson that this song gives us is that if we want to experience the
year of jubilee in our own personal experience we must like Elijah take
our stand for God. (see 1Kings 18: 16 – 39).
What is the year of Jubilee?
The introduction of the year of
jubilee is given in Leviticus 27:813; the Septuagint rendered the
jubilee, as "a
Hebrew ‘
trumpet-blast of liberty”. For
Christians this freedom is closely
linked with our salvation. It has
been claimed that Jesus started
his ministry in a year of jubilee.
However, we can be sure that
Jesus brings freedom and
restoration to all who believe in
him and receive him as Lord
and Saviour.
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There is a wonderful verse in the letter to the Galatians, “It is for
freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” (Verse 5:1). It is
a legal statement “it is for freedom that … has set free ….”, means that
the person belonged to God, a slave belonging to God and was free to
live a full life. Likewise, the slave of Jesus Christ is truly free, set free
from sin and its power.
Paradoxically, through our bondage to Christ, we have also become
sons and heirs of the Most High God. As heirs, we are partakers of that
inheritance—eternal life—which God confers on all His children.
Why, then, do some Christians live as though they are still in bondage?
It can be that we hold on to the sins that once bound us to Satan.
Because our new nature still lives in the old fleshly nature, we are still
drawn to sin. Paul tells the Ephesians to “put off” the old self with its
deceit and corruption and “put on” the new self with its righteousness.
Put off lying, and put on truthfulness. Put off stealing, and put on
usefulness and work. Put off bitterness, rage, and anger, and put on
kindness, compassion, and forgiveness. We have been set free from
the bondage of sin, but we can easily be tempted to put the chains
back on because part of us loves the old life.
Let us then ensure that we live in the light of the return of Jesus Christ
‘riding on the clouds, shining like the sun,’ declaring that now is the day
of jubilee, now is the time of freedom and that now is the time for
healing for all who believe.
The challenge in week two is
to stand for whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever
is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever
is admirable—for anything
that is excellent or
praiseworthy.
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MARCH MEETINGS
Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8 years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
During school term time
Cost £1 per family

Prayer
Meetings

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Join us for prayer
9.30am on a
Sunday morning
3rd

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

17th

Tuesday
&
March
11.00am - 12 noon

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly welcome
and a chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 10th & 24th March
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 9th March 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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MARCH EVENTS

Theme:
Saturday 7th March: Refreshment Day
Watton Pentecostal Church 10.00am - 6.00pm
Cost £15.00: Bookings to Tasha
Friday 11th - Sunday 13th September:
Arise Conference
Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk
Cost £119.00: Bookings to Tasha

EASTER EGG HUNT SERVICE
Sunday 22nd March
10.30am
Fun for everyone!
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Week 3: 10 thousand reasons (Bless the Lord)
Bless the Lord, Oh my soul
Oh my soul, worship his holy name
Sing like never before, Oh my soul
I'll worship your holy name
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes
Bless the Lord, Oh my soul
Oh my soul, worship his holy name
Sing like never before, Oh my soul
I'll worship your holy name
You're rich in love and you're slow to anger
Your name is great and your heart is king
For all your goodness, I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
Bless the Lord, Oh my soul
Oh my soul, worship his holy name
Sing like never before, Oh my soul
I'll worship your holy name
And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore
Bless the Lord, Oh my soul
Oh my soul, worship his holy name
Sing like never before, Oh my soul
I'll worship your holy name
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103: 1-4 Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me,
His holy name!
Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives
all your iniquities,
Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction,
Who crowns you with loving-kindness and tender mercies,
This song has to be personal, it tells us to think of ten thousand
reasons to bless the Lord. The psalmist starts a list of reasons to praise
the Lord, I guess it’s a little bit like counting our blessings.
Who forgives all your iniquities.
He forgives all our gross injustices, our wickedness, our violations of
right or duty, wicked acts and our sin.
That is ALL our iniquities. Past, present and future sin covered, taken
and nailed to the cross. Yet many Christians carry the guilt of their sin
still, they have not forgiven themselves. The bible clearly tells us “If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and
purify us from all unrighteousness,” (1 John 1:9) including guilt. This
means that we can lay down the burden of the guilt of sin simply by
confessing that we got it wrong; we have already been forgiven and
set free and this simple prayer of confession allows us to lay down any
guilt and be free from any power of sin over our life.
Who heals all your diseases.
In the West we are inhibited by the
process of healing and often limit
what God can do in our lives. We
know that not everyone does get
healed and translate it to be that
no-one gets healed or everyone but
me. Yet the bible tells us that there
will be a new order of things “And
God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things
are passed away.” Revelation 21:4
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Yet we have experienced people being healed today! Let us not give up
praying for healing because we live in world that says ‘Its not possible’
and remember that all things are possible with God.

Who redeems your life from destruction.
Peter writes “For you know
that it was not with perishable
things such as silver or gold
that you were redeemed from
the empty way of life handed
down to you from your
ancestors” (1 Peter 1:18)
Our life before Christ was at
best empty at worst beset by
crises of our own making,
through wrong choices. With
out Christ our life was headed
for the destruction of hell,
conscious and everlasting
torment.
With Christ we have a friend
who sets us free and gives us
life, not existence, a life worth
living. A life that is full of
peace and joy and fulfilment.

Who crowns you with loving-kindness and tender mercies.
Peter says it best when he writes, “See what great love the Father has
lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is
what we are!”
As adopted sons of the living God he lavishes his love upon you. Ask
yourself what are the tender mercies that God has crowned you with.
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Bless the Lord oh my soul
Oh my soul
Worship His Holy name
Sing like never before
Oh my soul
I'll worship Your Holy name
The sun comes up
It's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass
And whatever lies before me
Let me be singing
When the evening comes
Psalm 59: 16 But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing
of your love;
for you are my fortress, my refuge in times of trouble
And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore
Challenge for week three is to write all the benefits you personally have
or have experienced in belonging to God.

Benefits in belonging to God
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Week 4: Oceans
You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery
In oceans deep
My faith will stand
I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise my soul will rest in your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine
Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sovereign hand
Will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You've never failed and you won't start now
So I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise
My soul will rest in your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine
Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters
Wherever You would call me
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Savior
I will call upon Your Name
Keep my eyes above the waves
My soul will rest in Your embrace
I am Yours and You are mine
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This song is about the story of Peter walking on the water, an amazing
thought by the writers of the song of our faith being translated into
that story. About stepping into the unknown and of faith and raw trust.
It captures the joy and excitement of the Christian faith.

(Matthew 14: 28-31)

What did Peter learn about himself and God by stepping out of the
boat?
First he learnt that when God becomes your only source, you don't
need plan B or C. He is more than enough!”
Second, becoming a wet water walker who is sinking below the waves
is not failure in God’s eyes but success. Jesus’ words “
were not a rebuke. Think if Peter had
little faith and walked on water, what did the other disciples have who
didn’t? What would be possible if we had big faith?
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Third, Not success but obedience is the measure of a person’s life. The most
important lesson we can learn is to trust God in every circumstance. Lots of
times we go through different trials and following God's plan seems like it
doesn't make any sense at all. However, God is always in control and he will
never leave us.
Make the story personal to you. Imagine being overwhelmed by grief or
circumstances in the same way that Peter was becoming overwhelmed by the
waters. Maybe you are in the midst of a situtation; well the song tells us,
encourages what to do.
– we can be sure that when we call upon the name
of Jesus he hears us and the help we need will not be far away.
– seeing above the circumstances, not
allowing ourselves to wallow in our troubles but keeping our eyes above the
waves.
– The embrace of the love of God may
come through others but however it comes it brings peace, a sense of safety
and wellbeing.
– Jesus is the lover of my soul and his promise
is “never will I leave you; never will I forsake you”.
The challenge for week 4 is to step out three times in faith:
1. Help someone in the church to make their week easier
2. Ask someone to share their story and listen without interupting, or if
asked share your story do it honestly, warts and all.
3. Share your last Rolo with someone and tell them that you appreciate
them. You can do this with more than one person.

My l

..
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Week 5: Victor’s Crown
At the mention of Your greatness
In Your Name I will bow down
In Your presence fear is silent
For You wear the Victor's crown
Let Your glory fill this temple
Let Your power overflow
By Your grace I live and breathe
To worship You.

You are always fighting for us
Heaven's angels all around
My delight is found in knowing
That You wear the Victor's crown
You're my help and my defender
You're my Saviour and my friend
By Your grace I live and breathe
To worship You.
Hallelujah
You have overcome, you have overcome
Hallelujah
Jesus You have overcome the world.
You are ever interceding
As the lost become the found
You can never be defeated
For You wear the Victor's crown
You are Jesus the Messiah
You're the Hope of all the world
By Your grace I live and breathe
To worship You.
Hallelujah
You have overcome, you have overcome
Hallelujah
Jesus You have overcome the world.
(4 x)
Every high thing must come down
Every stronghold shall be broken
You wear the Victor's crown
You will overcome, you will overcome.
At the cross the work was finished
You were buried in the ground
But the grave could not contain You
For You wear the Victor's crown.
Hallelujah
You have overcome, you have overcome
Hallelujah
Jesus You have overcome the world.
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(4 x)
Every high thing must come down
Every stronghold shall be broken
You wear the Victor's crown
You overcome, you overcome.

The inspiration for this song is all about the finished work of Jesus. The
International Standard Version (ISV) in John 19 describes the crown of
thorns as the victor’s crown of thorns.

(John 19:1-2 ISV)

It may have appeared to his persecutors that he was defeated but the
crown of thorns was made as a parady of a victor’s crown, the type of
crown that was awarded to the winner of the games. The crown of
thorns was truly the victor’s crown.

People look at the cross and see despair, they see defeat, yet this is
how Paul describes the cross, “

”
(Colossians 2:13-15).
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The chorus declares that Jesus is the victor and that he has overcome
and because he has overcome that we also can become overcomers.
We may picture those around us viewing us as failures and wasters but
as we sing the song our crown of dispair and impossibility becomes a
victor’s crown. The verse below tells us that every stronghold shall be
broken.

There are strongholds in people’s lives, yet we can be free of these
restriction and prisons that the enemy tries to raise up. The song
reminds us that Jesus, having disarmed the powers and authorities; he
made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
It is a done job, a completed work; when Jesus on the cross said it is
finished he meant it was over. The possibility of the rule and influence
of the enemy in the life of the believer was over. The enemy can only
have the influence in our lives that we allow him to take.
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Therefore, this song becomes
a song of warfare, a song of
victory and a song that reminds us of the power of the
cross and the completed work
of Jesus. Romans 8:37 says
“

” (The
Living Bible)

The same passage taken in context in the New International Version
says, “

”
(Romans 8:35 & 37-39)
The challenge for week five is to ask the Holy Spirit to highlight areas
of our lives that are restricted or that we struggle with, so that we may
claim the completed work of Jesus Christ to bring down any restriction
or snare to us living the life that Jesus intended.
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MARCH SERVICES

“Sing w
it h m
e”

Sunday 1st March 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am How Great is our God
Sunday 8th March 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am These are the Days of Elijah
Sunday 15th March 9.30am Prayer Meeting
Mother’s Day
10.30am 10 Thousand Reasons
Sunday 22nd March 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Easter Family Service
Sunday 29th March 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Victor’s Crown
Sunday School meets during the morning service

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity numbers 1054419 & 1160192.
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