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After watching Mission
Impossible films on TV we
could always rest easy that
night knowing that, were
any problem to arise before
morning, Mr. Phelps
(Tom Cruise) would go to
some isolated pier, pull a
rusty box out from
underneath a canvas, open
it and find a tape player
and a manila envelope.
The tape player would discuss an assignment from some semi-divine
agency that always had the scoop on the world's problems. The
envelope always contained recent pictures of persons involved in
questionable activity.
The tape always began, "Good Morning, Mr. Phelps ...." and then,
somewhere in the message, as the tape rolled on, would come this
challenge:
"Your Mission, should you decide to accept it," always took the viewer
from Mission Impossible to Mission Accomplished with a cast of diverse
characters, ingenuity, and masterful disguises.
Here is the Mission to save
mankind from slavery and
annihilation. God decided that
Jesus was the man for this
mission.
For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have
eternal life. (John 3:16)
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- Jesus paid the price
THE MISSION - Mankind is held captive by sin and death; the
mission, should you accept it, is to redeem them.

PAID

Salvation is offered as a
free gift to mankind but
that does not mean that it
came about without cost
or that it has no value.
The fact that someone
(Jesus) was willing to pay
for the opportunity for me
to live leaves us with three
questions:

1. What was the empty way of life?
The empty way of life Peter describes is the life of ritual, regulation and
self-interest where deeds like love, mercy and goodness are for other
people. It is easy but wrong to think that that was then and now is now.
If we listen to the news we find that most recent wars have been to
protect the self-interest of nations. We see religion filled by the
dogmatic ritual-isation of half truths. We see the bureaucratic regulation
of life, and find a lack of goodness and generosity where ethical
behaviour is a discussion point for a committee. That empty way of life
is experienced by many today.
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2. What was the cost of my freedom?
Our scripture says ‘
…

Our redemption, our freedom, was a free gift to us from a God who
loved us so much that he gave himself as a sacrifice so that we may be
free indeed. Jesus was rejected by his own people, even his own
companions. He was beaten (flogged) and then crucified. Our word
excruciating comes from the word crucify. He gladly paid the price for
our ransom. The Old Testament declares that ‘there could be no
redemption without the shedding of blood’ and Jesus became that
blood sacrifice once for all. (Romans 6:10)

Our freedom means that we
are able to experience new
qualities of grace, hope and
love. We are free to live life
to the full. We are able to
enjoy, laugh and belong to
God as part of his family
world-wide.

3. How do I say thank you?
If we watch that recent film The Passion, simply saying “Thank you”
seems to be inadequate, it doesn’t match the sacrifice made for us. The
way we say thank you is really to do with lifestyle, where worship is the
climax of our thanksgiving. This is why half-hearted worship is a
contradiction in terms.
Whole-hearted worship includes but is not exclusively singing songs; it
can be some act of kindness like telling someone your testimony or
listening to someone’s story without interrupting. Whole-hearted
worship can be about purpose, like serving in a team at the church or
going on the mission to India this year.
Say a personal thank you to Jesus for taking on the mission
that redeemed you
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- Jesus is Jehovah, the Lord who saves us
THE MISSION - Mankind is lost to the useless way of life of self
centeredness. The mission, should you accept it, is to rescue mankind
and show them a better way to live

The message of the cross appeared to be silly, childish and irrelevant
to me, as it is to all who are perishing. However now I understand that
the message of the cross is the power of God that saved me. Here are
three questions that challenged my mindset.
1. What is the Message?
The message is summed up in John 3:16-18
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The message is the power of God to those who are saved.
2. What am I saved from?
I have heard hell described in lots of ways and many, although quite
amusing, are totally misleading. What is hell truly like? There have
been many descriptions throughout history, but the closest I can
describe it is that it’s an actual place of everlasting conscious
punishment. It is to be separated from God and from everyone. It is
a place of unending pain, suffering, illness and tears; it is separation
from everything that is good.
The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopaedia says this, “Descriptions of hell are
metaphors to express the terrible agonies of the soul as it suffers
endless remorse in eternity to come, when separated from God and all
that is good and confined with all that is bad.”
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3. What do I gain by believing the message?
Our bible reading says, “Whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.” Eternal life includes not only an infinitely long life but
also a quality of life as the ‘Eternal One’ lives with you. Believing the
message changes your destiny and your destination for those who
believe are heaven bound.
What is heaven like? Heaven exists today but humans who are living on
earth cannot yet see it and the historical pictures that we have cannot
describe it accurately in all its splendour, glory, beauty, and majesty.
Those who have died and have believed in Jesus Christ are said to be
present with the Lord and since the Lord is seated at the right hand of
the Father on His throne they are in heaven right now. What this means
is that heaven is real; it exists, and there are Christians who have died
and gone to heaven and are now with Jesus Christ. Descriptions of
heaven are metaphors for the everlasting conscious bliss of all who truly
believe in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Say a personal thank you to Jesus for taking on the mission that
rescued you.
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APRIL MEETINGS

Monday evenings 6.00pm
During School term time
Beavers Colony for
children 6-8 years
Cub Pack for
children 8 - 10½ years

Thursday mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
Summer term starts
16th April
Cost £1 per family

Sanctuary
Counselling Service

Prayer
Meetings

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.

Join us for prayer
9.30am on a
Sunday morning

A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

Tuesday 7th & 21st April
11.00am - 12 noon

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly welcome
and a chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 14th & 28th April
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 13th April 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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COMING EVENTS
You are invited to join us at our
SUNDAY SCHOOL SERVICE
On Sunday 19th April at 10.30am
Please invite others!
VISITATION TEAM

Sunday 17th May and

Think you could help?

Sunday 21st June
after a light lunch we are
planning to have

* Making phone calls or
visiting Church members
and friends when they are
not well *
* Welcoming on a Sunday
morning *
Training Evening

BAPTISM SERVICES
at 1.30pm
Please speak to one of the
Pastors if you would like
to be baptised

Monday 20th April
8.00pm
We need YOU see Angela for details

Arise 2015
- Celebrating 20 years!
Friday 11th - Sunday 13th September:
Arise Conference “FREEDOM” Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk
Cost £119.00: Bookings to Tasha
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New Course starting:
26th April: Launch
3rd May: Spiritual Health
10th May: Physical Health
17th May: Mental Health
24th May: Emotional Health
31st May: Relational Health
7th June: Financial Health
14th June: Vocational Health

Ask for more details
“The world is shouting for our attention with answers
to our relationship struggles, solutions to our financial
trouble, and explanations to our search for meaning.
But the world’s promises leave us empty and searching
for more. God’s will is the only answer that promises
to TRANSFORM our lives from the inside out.”
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- Jesus is Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our righteousness
THE MISSION - Mankind is incapable of living without sinning. The
mission, should you accept it, is to make mankind right with God
without dependence upon mankind themselves.

And again from Paul’s letter to the Romans

To be righteous is to be morally upright, without guilt or sin, to have right
standing with God which is only possible because of the righteousness of
Jesus Christ that is imputed to us. That is to attribute righteousness to a
person or persons vicariously; Jesus stood in and took our punishment on
the cross and substituted our punishment for his righteousness.
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These 2 scriptures require us to understand 3 things:
1. What does justification mean?
Justification is a divine act whereby an infinitely holy God declares a
believing sinner to be righteous and acceptable before him because
Christ has borne the sinner’s sin on the cross.
Louis Berkhof says “Justification may be defined as that legal act of
God by which he declares the sinner righteous on the basis of the
righteousness of Jesus Christ. It is not an act or process of renewal,
such as regeneration, conversion or sanctification, and does not affect
the condition but the state of the sinner. Justification takes place
outside of the sinner in the tribunal of God, removes the guilt of sin,
and is an act, which is complete at once and for all time.

Not Guilty!
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2. What does faith mean in this context?
Simply trusting or believing. This decision to trust or believe is not
taken in our own strength but we are aided and abetted by the Holy
Spirit. For Ephesians 2:8 states “

3. What does grace mean?
Grace” derives from the Greek,
. In secular Greek,
was
, “to rejoice.” As far back as Homer it denoted
related to
“sweetness” or “attractiveness.” It came to signify “favour,” “goodwill,”
and “loving-kindness” — especially as granted by a superior to an
inferior.
It is the unmerited favour, goodwill and loving-kindness of God towards
us.
Say a personal thank you to Jesus for taking on the mission
that restored you.

By grace - RESTORED…….
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- Jesus is Jehovah M'Kaddesh, the Lord who sanctifies us
THE MISSION - Mankind is required to be more like Jesus. The
mission, should you accept it, is to change them from glory to glory.

The bible tells us that Jesus said he would talk to the Father, and he’ll
provide you with another friend so that you will always have someone
with you. This friend is the Spirit of Truth. Paul tells us that this friend
or comforter is the one who will sanctify or transform us in accordance
with the will of God. Again this leaves us with three questions:
1. What does sanctification mean?
Sanctification may be defined as that gracious and continuous
operation of the Holy Spirit by which he purifies the sinner, renews his
whole nature in the image of God, and enables him to perform good
works.
It differs from justification in that it takes place in the inner life of man,
it is not a legal but re-creative act, it is usually a lengthy process, and
never reaches perfection in this life.
While it is decidedly a supernatural work of God, the believer can and
should co-operate in it by a diligent use of the means which God has
placed at his disposal.
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Sanctification does not consist in a mere drawing out of what is already
given in regeneration, but serves to strengthen, to increase, and to
fortify the new life.
2. What is meant by ‘The power to bring everything under his
control?’
In today’s language when we say “everything” we really mean some
things. When the bible says everything it really does mean everything.
What does this mean for you?
3. Co-operation with the Holy Spirit: does this mean with
fellow church members as well?
Simple answer is YES.
Therefore if you are serious about co-operating with the Holy Spirit you
can sign up today to be part of the small group campaign called
“Transformed” based on Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern
of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
In which we will look at:
Spiritual Health
Physical Health
Mental Health
Emotional Health
Relational Health
Financial Health
Vocational Health

After all everyone one wants to improve their health. We are being
renewed or transformed for the better. Why not collaborate with God in
becoming more and more like Jesus?
Say a personal thank you to Jesus for taking on the mission
that is renewing you.
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APRIL SERVICES
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Friday 3rd April

11.00am Good Friday Service

Sunday 5th April
Easter Sunday

9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Redeemed

Sunday 12th April 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Rescued
Sunday 19th April 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Sunday School Service
Sunday 26th April 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Transformed launch

Sunday School meets during the morning service

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity numbers 1054419 & 1160192.
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