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As a church we have decided that we will give the month of September
over to sharing personal stories of God's interventions in our lives. We do
this as a means of honouring the Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself to
rescue us from the consequence of our sins. Before this study is finished
you should have shared your story with someone 3-4 times using the
hints and helps described.
Your testimony should give glory to Jesus and be a witness to the
life-changing gospel of grace. Here are some practical hints that may
help you.
1.

STRUCTURE try using the before, how and after method.

2.

NO TANGENTS. Don’t go off on tangents - keep to the point.

3.

NO JARGON Use words your listener will understand.

4.

USE EXAMPLES Give details of people, places, events that add
interest and make it real.

5.

BE LIVELY Start in a lively way - don't be dull and boring.

6.

BE HONEST. Don’t exaggerate.

7.

NO COVER UP of problems and difficulties you have had.

8.

SPEAK ABOUT JESUS so it becomes clear how your listener
may also respond to him.

9.

AVOID BEING CRITICAL especially of other people, churches or
Christians.
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How long does it take you to boil an egg? Your story should take the
same amount of time, that is between 3-4 minutes.
During this study you will notice some highlighted reminders like U2R,
HH, LWF and POW. A simple explanation of each reminder:
Reminders
U2R:

you too are; important, a child of God, interesting, you
and your story are unique and influential, your words
hold the power of life and death.
(Proverbs 18:21 ERV).
You can encourage other people in their faith.

HHH:

hooks and helpful hints things to try during this week as
you share your story and different ways of introducing
your story.

LWF:

Lest we forget - Jesus paid a debt for us/ you that we
could not pay, we share our story not for our benefit but
rather for the benefit of other people. However, sharing
our story reminds us of his great sacrifice.

POW:

The power of words, of your words. The bible says, "The
tongue can speak words that bring life or death."
Proverbs 18:21 (ERV). Our task is to share the
message, we are not responsible for the response, nor
is it our task to save people.

3

People often lack confidence when sharing their story; they often think
that people won't be interested in their story. U2R There are two things
we should remember;
i)
you can make your story sound interesting with practice.
ii)
If they can bore you talking about football, golf or shopping
then it is only fair that you should have the chance to share
your story.
The bible tells us that we should share the Good News and take every
opportunity to do good. We should translate our story into normal
conversation using everyday language every day.
"Do the work of telling the Good News" (2 Timothy 4:5)
When marrying the messages we need to tie our own personal story to
the message of the Good News. We can do this in several ways:
1. When our personal experience of salvation is married with the
biblical experiences of salvation described in the New Testament; the
Good News has been shared.
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2. When my personal experience of meeting Jesus Christ is married
with the biblical experiences of people meeting Jesus in the Gospels;
The Good News has been shared and the hearer is introduced to
Jesus.
3. When personal life experiences are shared of how Jesus Christ
intervened in our lives, are married to today's world and that this can
be the hearer’s experience to,o then the Good News has been shared.
So faith comes from hearing the Good News. And people hear the
Good News when someone tells them about Christ. Romans 10:17
(ERV)

LWF tell three
Christians your story
in three minutes as
practice, why not
ask them to time
you.

POW: My words - your words have the power to bring life or death.
Remember, our task is to share the message, we are not responsible
for the response, nor is it our task to save people.
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"God is our protection and source of strength. He is always ready to
help us in times of trouble. So we are not afraid when the earth quakes
and the mountains fall into the sea. We are not afraid when the seas
become rough and dark and the mountains tremble."
(psalm 46:1-3 ERV)
He has purposed you, created you and formed you to be unique and to
uniquely share your story and he will help you.
U2R : We should realise what God says about us; "God has made us
what we are. In Christ Jesus, God made us new people so that we
would spend our lives doing the good things he had already planned for
us to do." (Ephesians 2:10 ERV)

Another version says "we are God’s
handiwork" and another says "we are
His workmanship." Commentators
have suggested that the original
Greek gives the sense that we are
God's masterpiece. Like the Mona
Lisa, or a Constable landscape. You
are God’s masterpiece, his
workmanship.
We can gain our confidence by keeping our eyes fixed upon Jesus.
Peter had seen the glorious, majestic splendour of Jesus firsthand, and
he had heard the very voice of God. He had even replicated some of
Jesus' miracles.
Many say that Peter's confidence came from directly seeing Christ
firsthand, but that the full impact did not occur until after Jesus left his
disciples bodily and sent the Holy Spirit. We have the same access that
Peter had to the confidence and power that Christ provides through the
Holy Spirit.
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Have you ever wondered about situations you faced with faith and
confidence in the past but now, somehow, you have misplaced that
confidence? Perhaps you once stood firm in your faith in Christ, but the
business and stresses of life have distracted you. Or, perhaps you are
listening to the negativity of other people. Remember the significance
and relevance of Christ. We all need reminders from people in our lives
who are mentors and good examples, and we need to be on guard
against those who seek to derail us from His Word and Truth.
HHH: Ask someone what they did last weekend. You could say "did
you have a good weekend", and wait for them to ask what you did.
Then you can say “had a fabulous time at church, we ....”
or
you could launch straight in and say "Gosh, I had a fab weekend
darling; let me tell you all about it". Or perhaps it would be better to
use your own words.
Things we can do to prepare ourselves:

1. Pray before you share we can be sure of this by
praying before we get up
something like, "Father help
me today to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ with
those I meet.
2. Practice - practice sharing your story in 1 minute, 3 minutes and in 10
minutes. Ask people to help you by listening and asking questions so
that you can improve. These people could be non-Christian friends.
3. Possibilities - look for opportunities to share your story.
4 Power – trust God to empower you and your words by the Holy Spirit.
LWF: share your message in a one minute moment with some friends,
asking one of them to time you.
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JULY MEETINGS
Sanctuary
Counselling Service
Thursday
mornings
9.30 - 11.15am
Starts back

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only.
A voluntary organisation
offering a low cost
professional counselling
service

10th Sept.
Cost £1
per family

Prayer
Meetings

Midweek
Groups

Join us for prayer
9.30am on a
Sunday morning

Meeting at various times
And various places
Don’t miss out
- Ask for details!

Tuesday 15th September
11.00am - 12 noon

COMMUNITY
Watton Child Health Clinic

Friday mornings
10.00am - 12 noon
A warm and friendly welcome
and a chance to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Tuesday 8th & 22nd Sept.
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group
Monday 14th Sept 10.15am
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Sunday 20th Sept. 10.30am

Arise 2015
- Celebrating 20 years!
Friday 11th - Sunday 13th September:
Arise Conference “FREEDOM” Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk

Something to share in church from ONE EVENT?
on 6th or 13th Sept………
Or ARISE WEEKEND?
on 20th or 27th Sept………
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‘’Every

Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade
Jews and Greeks.” (Acts 18:4 NIV)
Paul when in Corinth went to the synagogue to present the Good News
in a reasoned manner. When we get the opportunity to share our story
in church it should be clear and reasoned. A reasoned story starts at
the beginning.
Start

Start well in a way that will capture people

Before

what life was like without Jesus. Be honest and don’t
exaggerate.

Reason

how you realised you needed/ wanted Jesus in your life

How

Tell people how you asked Jesus into your life as
Saviour and Lord

After

Speak of the difference this has made

Finish

Let them know that they can know this Jesus as their
Saviour.

POW: When asked to give
your testimony in church it is
an opportunity to share the
Good News, which is the
power of God to those who
believe. Our message reveals
through the experience of an
individual that God loves the
world, including those listening
to you. The reality of sin
dictates that all of humanity
has sinned and should all be
judged and condemned, but
the good news is that Christ
has paid the penalty for our sin
and rescued us from its
consequences.

GOO D
NEWS!
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Help your audience understand that they need to receive Christ too,
and can respond to His free gift of Grace by turning from their sins and
placing their trust in Jesus. Paul said to the Corinthians “This is what
God in his wisdom decided: Since the world did not find him through its
own wisdom, he used the message that sounds foolish to save those
who believe it.” (ERV)
LWF: Share the Gospel message that God loves you, the reality of sin
is that all of humanity has sinned and will be judged and condemned,
and the good news that Christ has paid the penalty for our sin and
rescued us from its consequences. Emphasize that others need to
receive Christ, and can respond to His free gift of grace by turning from
their sins and placing their trust in Jesus.

HHH: you may find these hints in sharing helpful.
1
Share how you realized that you needed Jesus.
2.

Emphasize Christ's work in you, not the bad you have done
prior to salvation. Your job is not to present a drama or an
episode of a soap opera; it is to present Christ and your victory
in Him.
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3.

Highlight the point or person that made the difference by
showing you who Christ is.

4

Bring Christ into your story by making the Bible the authority,
not just your story.

5.

If you grew up in a Christian home, share when Christ started to
be real for you and when your faith became personal and real,
not just a part of your family.

6.

Be sensitive, clear, and simple. Also, be sensitive to the
audience's culture and experiences.

7.

Remember Christ is the star of the story, and not you.

LWF: Write down your story and ask if you can share it with the church
on a Sunday morning, but please do not leave it until Sunday. Please
do not be upset if we say no as the programme may be full already.
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Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters. Isaiah 55:1
Remember to get as many people as possible to pray for the person,
neighbourhood or area you want to evangelize. The more people
involved and the more time spent in prayer, the more effective your
efforts will be, and more glory will be directed to our Lord.
Every growing church is a bringing church, how are you at inviting your
friends and neighbours to church?
POW: Write down 5 ways you could ask someone to church. In John 4
the woman Jesus met at the well went back to the town and said to the
people, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could
this be the Messiah?”

That is certainly one way of doing it. Here are 5 suggested questions
that you could ask:
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1. Are you at a point now that you want to know what church is all
about?
2. Would you like to know if church would be a fit for you, perhaps what
you are looking for?
3. I would like to invite you to my (church/event.) May I take a couple of
minutes to tell you what it is about?
4. I would love to help you understand why I go to church, and what it is
and is not all about. Would you like to get together and discuss our
basic beliefs?
5. Would you like to come to my church?

tired

busy

s
curiou

l on
angry s
tressed ely

After you have brought a friend to your church or a Christian event,
then ask:
These questions need to be put in your own words so they match your
conversational style and do not sound canned or rehearsed.
So, feel free to modify them to fit your needs and culture. Do not be
discouraged if the person does not want to answer or if they are not
interested. Move on.
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Keep the peace and friendship and pray for another opportunity.
Research from Campus Crusade says that it takes eight encounters
with Christian witnessing before a person receives the Lord. This just
may not be the time.
LWF: HHH: KEEP PRACTICING
I do; I think one day I might be reasonable at sharing my story and
inviting people but the truth is we do it not looking at the results but to
honour Jesus.
Matthew 10:32 carries a promise, it is this ““Whoever acknowledges
me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in
heaven.”
I would love to think of Jesus saying my name to our Father in
heaven.
1. What did you think of my church?
2. Did you feel welcome?
3. Did it make sense to you?
4. Do you have any questions about it?
5. Would you like to know more about the wonderful discovery of
knowing God personally?
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SEPTEMBER SERVICES

Sharing
Yo

“

Sun 6th Sept

ur S t

o ry”

9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am One Event Testimonies

Sun 13th Sept ARISE WEEKEND
9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am All Age Worship Service
Sun 20th Sept 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am All Age Worship Service

Sun 27th Sept 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Arise Weekend Testimonies

Sunday School meets during the service on
6th & 27th September

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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