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The Big Top – One Event
No clowns or acrobats in the big top; it is simply filled with a desire to grow,
in understanding, relationships and God, by the power and revelation of the
Holy Spirit.
The challenge for every believer is to be honest, real and sincere in their
love for Jesus Christ as they allow their mind to be transformed and their
lifestyle and values to become more and more like his. Recognising that we
must press on to finish the race of life; realising that we are not yet
perfected but rather that he who has started this good work will complete it.

Our prayer is this:
Every single person, no matter how young or old, will have the most
fantastic experience of God’s presence during this course and reinforce
relationships while we develop in ministry as we see the kingdom of God
come more fully in our lives, our family and friends and town.
During this study we are going to learn, live the journey and grow closer.
Therefore, the Sunday teaching will be reinforced in the mid-week groups
by the teaching from the Big Top at the One Event 2015.
Please ensure that you join a small mid-week group to enhance your walk
through the study.
2

Week 1: But be brave
“I have told you these things so that you can have peace in me. In this
world you will have troubles. But be brave! I have defeated the world!”
(John 16: 33 ERV)
Responsible reasonable risk; is there such a thing? Faith demands that
we take a risk on the basis of what God has said to us, that we step out
of our comfort zone, out of the familiarity and the routine to attempt
something glorious for him.
Walk out your calling
You have to (live) walk out your own calling. It is not possible to walk
someone else’s calling. You are a loved, unique child of God, whom he
has called. He knows exactly what we need and he will fulfil all that he
has promised.
Derek Prince says, “Welcome adversity. Don’t react against it. I say
when something really goes wrong and seems to be going against you,
embrace it. Because God is in it somewhere. He knew you needed
that. I don’t see everything as the dealings of God. I believe in
prosperity. I believe in abundance. But I think God knows what it takes
to make us the kind of people he can trust with abundance.”
Two types of trouble in life
Troubles type one: Afflictions,
we are human, we live broken
lives in a broken world.
This world is not our home; we
are citizens of the Kingdom of
Heaven. Someone once said
there are three kinds of weather:
i) Demonic Weather, 2)God given
weather and 3)weather weather.
We experience weather weather
most of the time; however most of
us have some experience of the
other two. We live in a broken
and decaying world and all
creation yearns to be liberated.
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Paul puts it like this, “For creation itself will be liberated from its bondage
to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.”
Our verse says “You will have troubles.”
Troubles type two: Embarrassment or awkwardness because we will
not settle for the values of this world. I guess it is being willing to be
different or awkward.
Often people feel awkward about taking a stand for Jesus, embarrassed
asking people to church on a Sunday. We fear the thought of rejection
and at times experience that rejection for real. Some people describe this
rejection as holy troubles.
You make me brave
Jesus through our experience of him in our life builds our confidence and
encourages us to step out in faith. There is a song that includes the lyrics:
You make me brave
You make me brave
You call me out beyond the shore into the waves

The song refers to Peter stepping out of the boat responding to the call
of Jesus. Jesus through the Holy Spirit can make us brave, give us the
courage to step out of our personal comfort zone as we follow him,
walk with him in our personal calling.
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Week 2: Living Bold
I always remember you in my prayers day and night. And in these
prayers I thank God for you. He is the God my ancestors served, and I
have always served him with a clear conscience. I remember that you
cried for me. I want very much to see you so that I can be filled with joy.
I remember your true faith. That kind of faith first belonged to your
grandmother Lois and to your mother Eunice. I know you now have that
same faith. That is why I want you to remember the gift God gave you.
God gave you that gift when I laid my hands on you. Now I want you to
use that gift and let it grow more and more, like a small flame grows
into a fire. The Spirit God gave us does not make us afraid. His Spirit is
a source of power and love and self-control. (2 Timothy 1: 3-7 ERV)

The Amplified Bibles records
verse 7 as follows:
For God did not give us a
spirit of timidity (of
cowardice, of craven and
cringing and fawning fear),
but [He has given us a spirit]
of power and of love and of
calm and well-balanced mind
and discipline and
self-control.

If our fears do not come from God we must ask ourselves where they
come from. I would suggest 4 possibilities:
1. It is perfectly natural to be fearful in a dangerous situation, this fear is
about self preservation and it could be argued comes from God.
2. Irrational fear that is sourced from the enemy, he wants to make you
impotent in your Christian walk.
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3. Fear that in the feeling of intimidation of other people or situations
you retreat into yourself rather than move forward with Jesus
4. The memory of past experiences that causes fear to arise through
some trigger in the present. These fears can be the hand-hold of the
enemy making one to step aside rather than press through.
We must not live an intimidated life.
Verse 7 clearly indicates that we are not called to live with fear.
We often speak of the English reserve and the stiff upper lip as being
part of our lifestyle and culture. However these are often just forms of
fear that allow us to be closed in our relationships with each other and
with God.
Let us remember what John says on fear:
Where God’s love is, there is no fear, because God’s perfect love takes
away fear (ERV)
And
There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-grown (complete,
perfect) love turns fear out of doors and expels every trace of terror!
(Amplified Bible)
And
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear (21st Century
King James Version)

No fear in love. . .
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Let us be 21st century Christians who through the perfect love of Jesus
Christ cast fear out the door of our heart, our life and our walk with
Jesus.
Live bold through faith and obedience
Trusting Jesus when things go wrong or not how we had expected is
always more difficult in real time than when giving a testimony months
after the event.
There is an old hymn where the refrain is:
Refrain:
Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
The last verse says,
Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.
It might be easier sung than done but there simply is no other way to
live boldly. Let us encourage each other to be bold and be strong for
the Lord our God is with us.
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Week 3: Our eyes are on you
“We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”
(2 Chronicles 20:12b ERV)
The context of our scripture from 2 Chronicles 20 is as follows:
Some men came to Jehoshaphat and said, "A vast army is coming
against you from Edom. It is already in En Gedi.” Not knowing what to
do, Jehoshaphat resolved to enquire of the Lord. He proclaimed a fast
and the people of Judah came together to seek the Lord.
Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the
temple of the LORD and said: "O LORD, God of our fathers, are you
not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the
nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand
you. O our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before
your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham
your friend? They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for
your Name, saying, `If calamity comes upon us, we will stand in your
presence before this temple that bears your Name and will cry out to
you in our distress, and you will hear us and save us.’
Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel, a Levite and
descendant of Asaph, as he stood in the assembly. He said: "Listen,
King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is
what the LORD says to you: `Do not be afraid or discouraged because
of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's! Our God, punish those people. We don’t have the strength to stop this large army
that is coming against us. We don’t know what to do! We are looking to
you for help”
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As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the
vast army who were invading Judah, and they were defeated.
Life can be difficult.
Being a Christian in a non-Christian world poses all kinds of problems.
The world does not know Jesus. The world does not love him. The
world does not understand why he came. You, on the other hand, do
know Jesus. You do love him. And, you do understand why He came.
He came to save you from your sins and to give you new life. He
came to bring you peace and joy in the Spirit. He came so you might
have fellowship with God. These things you already know. And you
also know that though you are saved from sin and filled with the Spirit
of God, life in this world still is not perfect. It is still difficult.
The Christian is, in a sense, in a battle with the world. And the world is
at war with the Christian -- with you.
The world offers vices, self-fulfillment, and greed. The world wants to
convert you to its paganism, to its ungodly devotion to the unholy. And
if you don't conform, if you don't bend the knee to its idols and
sacrifices, you will be ridiculed, mocked.
So the world is against you. The
evil one is at war with you. And in
the battle there are all sorts of
struggles. On the inside, you
struggle against sin: pride, lust,
greed, boasting, and various
desires. On the outside, you
struggle against illness, poverty,
marriage problems, job difficulties,
an unsure future, and more. Maybe
right now you are facing a serious
struggle.
As a Christian, what do you do when life is coming down on you hard,
when there seems to be no way out, when you are worried or afraid?
When you are in distress?
What do you do when you are facing such monumental obstacles? How
do you resist temptations to flee, or believe beyond your ability to
understand how your problems can be solved?
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We don’t have the strength to
stop what is coming against
us. We don’t know what to
do! We are looking to you for
help. Sing and praise God.

Sing and praise God
There was a song that was sung in the big top that relates to the study
passage.
With history behind us, destiny before us
Every heart is bowed down
From the field of battle into greater blessing
Nothing left to fear now
When we don't know what to do, what to do
Our eyes will be fixed on You, fixed on You
Stand up, everybody stand up
Come on lift your eyes up, see the King
Our God, such a mighty fortress
You are with us, for us, Jesus our King
Moving on united, we are Your revival
Every life is sold out
Running with Your vision, seeing heaven break in
People of Your presence
Our faith is in You
The battle is Yours
The battle is Yours
Allow God to deliver you.
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Week 4: Pass it on
“What you have heard me teach publicly you should teach to others.
Share these teachings with people you can trust. Then they will be able
to teach others these same things.” (2 Timothy 2:2 ERV)

Change the future by passing on what you have received.
It was July 1, 1885 when Edward Kimble felt the tugging of the Spirit to
share his faith with a young shoe salesman he knew. At first Kimble
vacillated, unsure if he should talk to the man. But he finally mustered
his courage and went into the shoe store. There Kimble found the
salesman in the back room stocking shoes, and he began to share his
faith with him. As a result, the young shoe salesman prayed and
received Jesus Christ that day. That shoe salesman's name was
Dwight L. Moody, and he became the greatest evangelist of his
generation. But the story doesn't end there.
So Edward Kimble reached D. L. Moody, who touched Frederick Meyer,
who reached Wilbur Chapman, who helped Billy Sunday, who reached
businessmen in Charlotte, who invited Mordecai Ham, who ultimately
reached Billy Graham. And it all began with the simple witness of
Edward Kimble.
Every one of us can make a difference for the kingdom of God. What is
He calling you to do?
11

Fall to Fly
Just as Edward Kimble
took a risk so we are at
times called to step out.
Think of a young bird
that has never flown, it
steps out of the nest and
starts to fall. But we
know the bird will only
fall for a moment, it then
starts to fly.

Peter stepped out of the boat, years of experience screaming at him that
this is a bad idea. Yet he walked across the water. People often focus on
the fact that he started to sink missing the point that he also walked back
to the boat with Jesus across the water.
If you are going to fly you must step out and yes maybe you will fall for a
time but then Jesus intervenes.
The call to adventure and risk
The world believes that Christianity is boring that church is boring and
irrelevant simply because in its organisation and ritual church has lost its
sense of adventure and risk taking.
There is nothing more adventurous than living the Christian life to the
full. Think of the world wide family that every believer has and the
excursions and new adventures that that alone holds.
Jesus Christ is still calling people out onto the metaphorical water, to
attempt new things, to experience and wonder at his glory.
We too can change the future and enjoy the adventure if we will but take
steps of faith.
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Week 5: Where is this ship going?
Acts 27 read the whole chapter
21 The men did not eat for a long time. Then one day Paul stood up before
them and said, “Men, I told you not to leave Crete. You should have
listened to me. Then you would not have all this trouble and loss. 22 But
now I tell you to be happy. None of you will die, but the ship will be lost.
23 Last night an angel came to me from God—the God I worship and
belong to. 24 The angel said, ‘Paul, don’t be afraid! You must stand before
Caesar. And God has given you this promise: He will save the lives of all
those sailing with you.’ 25 So men, there is nothing to worry about. I trust
God, and I am sure everything will happen just as his angel told me.
26 But we will crash on an island.” (Acts 27:21-26 ERV)
He said, “For the past two weeks you have been waiting and watching.
You have not eaten for 14 days. 34 Now I beg you to eat something. You
need it to stay alive. None of you will lose even one hair off your heads.”
35 After he said this, Paul took some bread and thanked God for it before
all of them. He broke off a piece and began eating. 36 All the men felt
better and started eating too. (Acts 27: 33-36 ERV)
And this is how all the people went safely to land. (Acts 27: 44 ERV)
Who or what is the ship? Perhaps it is the church or perhaps it is you as
an individual as you journey through life.

The safety of the ship is in
God’s hands
It is possible to worry and be
distracted by all the things
that could be or could
happen in our journey
through life. The men on our
ship did things that churches
or people seem to do when
storms come along in life.
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1. They made the lifeboat secure: When things go wrong people
often look for a way out and are often tempted to lie to themselves and
others about what is happening
2. They passed ropes under the ship itself to hold it together:
People often paper over the cracks rather than deal with the realities.
3. They were afraid they would run aground: People can live in fear
of the ‘what ifs.’ This makes them live smaller risk adverse lives.
4. They lowered the sea anchor: When people are afraid or unsure
they make every attempt to slow the progress of the church or they
sabotage their personal development and growth. They are stunted in
their ministry and afraid of new horizons.
5. They began to throw the cargo overboard: When people feel
threatened they often start to jettison their values, their discipline and
their beliefs. Love takes a back seat while expediency takes the driving
seat of their life.

What must we do?
It is easy with our feet on dry
ground and without the
pressures of the moment to
pick out what the captain,
the centurion and the crew
should have done.

A couple on their honeymoon had been walking on Dartmoor and had got
lost. Thankfully they saw a shepherd and approached him for directions
to their hotel. His answer surprised them, he said “If you’re going there you
shouldn’t start from here friend.”
But we all have to start from where we are in the moment of revelation.
The men of our ship did things that individuals and churches do today.
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They ignored the warnings of Godly men:
verses 9 &10 So Paul warned them, ‘Men, I can see that our voyage is
going to be disastrous. In 25 years of ministry I never cease to be
amazed by folk who do not listen to the warnings of Godly men and
women. Please write down the names of three people you allow to
speak into your life.
…………………….

………………………..

…………………………..

Paul heard the voice of an angel
Verse 24 Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar;
and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you. In
the stress of the moment it is easy to miss what God is saying. It is not
that we are not listening exactly; rather everything that is happening
distracts us as we get caught up with the situation and the ‘what ifs’
come flooding in to our thinking.
Paul spoke to the crew and encouraged them
Verse 34 Not one of you will lose a single hair from his head. It is easy
to forget that God has an investment in the ship, in his church and in
you and me as individuals. He is with us; you are his child whom he
dearly loves. He is not going to abandon you and he will never leave
you. Learn to encourage yourself and share what you have learned.
He is Faithful
Verse 44 And this is how all the people went safely to land. It is
important to remind ourselves that our God is faithful he will do
everything he has promised.
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Week 6: Conflict versus Unity
Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the
believers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and
see how they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take John, also called
Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because he
had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in
the work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted
company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose
Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of the Lord. He
went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
(Acts 15 36-41 NIV)
We should not be surprised
that people disagree over
issues, the issue here was
should Mark accompany them
on their journey. We
sometimes see disagreements
in the church and think well it
wasn’t like this in New
Testament times. Well this
passage shows that it was
the same
Passion can lead to conflict
Passionate people are the most likely to disagree. Paul appears
passionate about encouraging the churches, while Barnabas was
passionate about encouraging and discipling individuals. Their
passions and their focus carried them into a dispute. This
disagreement between Paul and Barnabas was not over a doctrinal
issue. The rupture involved a personal dispute based upon a judgment
call.
Church leadership are often called upon to make a judgment call. The
spiritual leaders, mainly pastors and the constitutional or legal leaders,
the charity trustees, are often called upon to make decisions where
there is no clear, doctrinal or ethical evidence or experience to base a
decision upon.
So what must we do as church corporately to continue to function to the
glory of God? What must we do as individuals to continue to grow and
develop in our walk with God?
Here are four suggestions that may help:
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Stay together
We live in a world where it is easier to walk away from the local body of
Christ than to face our faults and foibles. Consumerism has entered
into the church, where people think of the body of Christ his church as
a supermarket that they visit once a week to obtain what they need for
the week.
The culture for the 21st century is being moulded into a selfie based
consumer driven society that trusts sensationalism rather than truth and
respects self indulgence rather than duty and honour.
The church should be different; the church is family, community that is
a beacon to a lost and hurting world. It has a different lifestyle and more
caring nature because it was not conceived by the minds of men but by
the love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ and the will and power of God.
The call to stay together is really a call to self awareness and Christ
awareness. We must also consider that Christ is the head of his church
and has placed leaders there and they are finally answerable to him
and accountable to other leaders in the church.
Unity has a purpose
We should never forget the words of Jesus who says to us as a church
and as individuals

“I give you a new
command: Love each
other. You must love
each other just as I
loved you All people will
know that you are my
followers if you love
each other.”
(John 13:34-35 ERV)

Why does evangelism fail in Western society so often? It has been said
that it is because there is a lack of love between believers.
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The mission statement of the church is as follows:
“The purpose of Watton Pentecostal Church is to give every
man, woman and child the opportunity of understanding the
gospel and to provide a church where they can grow and
develop in ministry for the glory of God.”
Can you say you really live this statement?
Mix idealism with realism
The thought here is that our hope has to be earthed. The High Priest
when entering the Holy of Holies of the tabernacle could be said to
have his head in heaven and his feet on the earth.
We need a realistic vision of the church and ourselves so that we see
our weakness, our broken areas, and our faults. However, this should
not disillusion us or cause us to be downcast, for the church of Jesus
Christ is growing daily. Our local church is growing in knowledge and
understanding; it is developing, growing in love and grace.
The Church is under construction and so are you!
Keep passing round the grace
It takes some time to, and perhaps we never really do, understand the
glory and wonder of God’s grace to us as an individual.
Yet we are commanded (I have underlined the word commanded for
emphasis) to love each other in the same way as Jesus has loved us.
This must include being gracious towards each other; forgiving each
other, standing with each other and serving each other. When Jesus
washed the disciples’ feet we must remember that he also washed the
feet of Judas.

Make a special effort
to be kind to people
you meet this week.
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Week 7: Even heroes need courage
You know that everyone in Asia has left me. Even Phygelus and
Hermogenes have left me. I pray that the Lord will show mercy to the
family of Onesiphorus. Many times Onesiphorus encouraged me. He
was not ashamed that I was in prison. No, he was not ashamed. When
he came to Rome, he looked and looked for me until he found me. I
pray that the Lord Jesus will make sure Onesiphorus receives mercy
from the Lord God on that Day. You know how many ways this brother
helped me in Ephesus. (2Timothy 1:15-18 ERV)
Paul, to many the hero of the New Testament, needed to be
encouraged. He was living in the most difficult, taxing, painful and
shameful of circumstances. Today, not to the same extent, we live daily
in a society that is negative, uncaring, self absorbed, that lacks grace.
As never before we are told to be careful what we eat, not too much
salt or sugar or fruit … and the list goes on and on. But what about
what we watch, what we listen to. Do we consider the effects that this
has on our spirit?
Watch TV news for a period of time and you will feel depressed, watch
the soaps and you will see self-centredness as a norm. Read the
newspapers and you see our culture being eroded by sensationalism
and the frivolous.
My challenge is to put on a worship DVD or CD instead for one day a
week for the rest of the study.
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Courage must be renewed daily
To see our courage renewed we must be encouraged or encourage
ourselves. The word encourage is broken into two as follows:
EN: means to put into or go into; to furnish with.
While
COURAGE: means the state or quality of mind or spirit that
enables one to face danger, fear, or life’s ups and downs with
self-possession, confidence, and resolution; bravery.
We all need to be encouraged or refreshed.
The characteristics of those who Refresh
If we look at Onesiphorus and take him as an example we find:
a) He was willing to search out people
Our passage says “When he came to Rome, he looked and looked for me
until he found me” He did not give up. He could have said I tried to ring
you, I called round and there was no response. Perhaps he could have
said to those back in Ephesus “well I tried.”
b) He was not deterred by the circumstances of those in need
Paul says “He was not ashamed that I was in prison.” I wonder if we
would be deterred by visiting someone in prison if they were a sex
offender?
c) He revealed the grace filled presence of the Holy Spirit
When people are encouraged in God they become bold in the Holy Spirit.
They take on a confidence and resolution to face their future. Paul’s future
was death by execution.
Let us be those who are encouragers, a people that play their part in
refreshing others.
I think Jesus would say to us “Go and do likewise.”
Who refreshes you and who do you refresh?
Make a list of three people who encourage you to do more or be bigger
and better for Jesus.
………………………… ………………………….. …………………………..
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Week 8: Re-invented
I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance,
and that you are now doing more than you did at first. (Revelation 2:19
ERV)
In 25 years of ministry I have seen people strain and struggle to be the
same as other people. Often they do not even realise they are doing it.
There is delightful story to show this:
There was a preacher who taught students to preach at a bible college.
He had a long piece of hair that would hang down over his eyes and as
he was preaching he would regularly flick back this errant lock of hair by
a quick jerk of the head. It was said that one could tell his pupils because they copied the jerk of the head when preaching as though to emphasise something they were saying.
When we speak of ministry in the church, especially up front ministry,
we must remember that ministry is a privilege not a right. It doesn’t
matter how many times or in how many churches a person has
preached, led worship, played an instrument, waved a flag or sung, they
have no automatic right to do this in the church.

When we think of cleaning
the church, washing up,
serving teas or setting out
the chairs we still need to
remember that these
ministries are a privilege
and not a right or simply
something that must be

Our ministry may be for a season, which may last for weeks or months
or even years. We are called, commissioned and gifted by Jesus and
our ministry is recognised by the church and opportunity is given by the
local church leadership.
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We are not defined by what we do!
Let me say this again, you are not defined by what you do. It matters
not that you operate as an Apostle, a Prophet, an Evangelist, a Pastor
or a Teacher. You are not a Pastor or a cleaner in the church of Jesus
Christ, it is simply your function in the body of Christ, it is not a position
or a status, it is a function that we do for a time.
We are defined by who we are, how we love and in our ministry our
sphere of grace, our faith and gifting given to us by God through Jesus
Christ for the benefit of the church.
We are a unique, loved and cherished child of the living God. We were
designed to be a functioning part of the body of Christ, and to release
the power, the love and the grace of the Kingdom of God into a lost and
hurting world.
Get off the field of straining and struggling
We have discovered that Church leaders are often required to make
judgement calls that not everyone will agree with.
I apologise now for the sporting metaphor, however Sir Clive
Woodward, coach of the England Rugby Union team from 1997 to
2004, managing them to victory in the 2003 Rugby World Cup. He
breaks down this individual development, that he thinks successful
team members need, into four skill sets that he says are not difficult
to measure or coach:
1. Talent: It's the base you start from, but talent alone is not enough.
It's below the line of excellence. Raw skill is necessary, but on its own,
it's too unpredictable to create a winning team.
2. Teachability: Individuals have to become students. Their willingness
to learn and accumulate knowledge around their role will give them the
awareness of what they need to do to continually improve on what they
already have.

3. Pressure:
He uses the acronym TCUP:
Thinking Correctly Under
Pressure.
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4. Will: Winning cultures must have the commitment to win. It's about
the attitude they display. Woodward breaks this down into three parts
1) Obsession with the task and each individuals focus on attention to
detail.
2) Responsibility: a readiness to take tasks on as their job and make
sure they are seen through.
3) Enjoyment: team members have to ask themselves whether their
colleagues enjoy working with them, and why.
Our attitude to ministry should be at least as good as playing a game
with a ball. Our attitude towards ministry should be beautiful.
Get on the bench of rest

Being asked to stop doing something is not rejection. You are not what
you do, remember, therefore if what we do changes or there is a better
way of doing it we should support that.
Speaking of a player who was injured and not able to play he said,
“He's an example to all the squad on and off the field and, like me,
he's really looking forward to Saturday."
The attitude of those on the bench of the church is as important as
those who are participating. If you have been asked to step down from
a particular job or ministry in the church, we are being asked to sit on
God’s bench of rest. Perhaps we will be recalled at sometime in the
future or more likely be called into something new that will be of greater
benefit to the church or to the Kingdom of God.
Just because you are on the bench doesn’t mean that you are
redundant.
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Not redundant rather re-invented
There is apparently no retirement or any redundancy package in the
Kingdom of God. If we are asked to stop what we are doing by God or
our local leadership it is that we may be re-invented by time on the
bench through:
Rest

Read and study Psalm 91, you see here that rest
is the forerunner of restoration and victory in a
new way. If you can say and mean the Lord is
my refuge he will help you. This time of rest may
be to protect us from ourselves or a situation.

Refreshment

We have learned that even heroes need
encouragement. Your refreshment will be
dependent on your attitude. For the Lord will not
refresh bitterness, jealousy or self centeredness.

Renewal

We know that only by trusting God, trusting that
he knows what he is doing can we be renewed.
A bad attitude shows that it was never about the
Kingdom of God, it was really all about you

But those who trust in the
LORD for help will find their
strength renewed. They will
rise on wings like eagles;
they will run and not get
weary; they will walk and
not grow weak.
(Isaiah 40:30-31 GNT)
Remember
I am sure that the good work God began in you will continue until he
completes it on the day when Jesus Christ comes again.
(Philippians 1:6 ERV)
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Week 9: Learn and Lean
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your
paths straight. (Or he will direct your paths) Proverbs 3:6
Learning is the act of acquiring new or modifying and reinforcing
existing knowledge, behaviors, skills, values.
To lean is to rely on for assistance or support; it is, in our context, to
submit to Jesus in such a manner as to put our trust in him and rely on
his guidance whether this is guidance comes through the bible, prayer
or other people.
Never stop learning
For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face
to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully
known. (1 Corinthians 13: 12)
Why should we never stop learning? First we miss out on life and
second we become irrelevant to the lost and hurting world on our
doorstep.
Love
Paul prayed that we might have power, together with all the Lord’s holy
people, to grasp the love of Christ; that we might understand, explore
and to know the full extent of Christ’s love for us.
I read the prayer of Ephesians 3 as the possibility of God given power
to excitedly explore the riches of God’s grace and mercy as seen in the
love of Christ. I think of diving in to a pool and discovering an ocean.
I think of his love wave after wave crashing over me.
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Relevant
It has been said that, “In times of change, learners inherit the earth,
while the learned find themselves beautifully equipped to deal with a
world that no longer exists.”
There is nothing sadder than a church that is so absorbed by its own
rituals and regulations that it has stopped learning about a local community and has become irrelevant to them.
On a visit to a local church
the visitor was shown the
new, recently fitted, kitchen.
Astonished the visitor
exclaimed ‘my, what an
enormous dishwasher’. The
pastor explained that it was
the latest model and that it
can do 15 different types of
wash and that it is the most
hygienic way to clean
crockery. The visitor asked
‘how many times a week do
you use it?’ The pastor
answer ‘Oh we don’t use it,
our folk like to do things in
the old way.’

While we may think the congregation needs some help – in what ways
do we cling to old ways of doing things that we have become familiar
with, but will turn away and turn off visitors?
Lean in on him
If we trust him he will direct our path in life. Leaning on Jesus is about
surrender and submission to him
Surrendering your life means:
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1. Following God's lead without knowing where he's sending you;
2. Waiting for God's timing without knowing when it will come;
3. Expecting a miracle without knowing how God will provide;
4. Trusting God's purpose without understanding the circumstances.
You know you're surrendered to God when you rely on God to work
things out instead of trying to manipulate others, force your agenda,
and control the situation. You let go and let God work. You don't have
to always be in charge. Instead of trying harder, you trust more.
You know you’re surrendered to God when you can be in submission to
your local church leadership. This is the challenging test of
surrendering to God. You also know you're surrendered when you don't
react to criticism and rush to defend yourself.
Surrendered hearts show up best in relationships. You are not selfserving, you don't edge others out, and you don't demand your rights.
We have all sung the words:
I surrender all, I surrender all; All to Thee, my blessed Saviour,
I surrender all.

27

Allow others to speak into your life
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.
(1 Corinthians 11:1 NIV)
Paul is not saying lightly follow me do as I do or with any lack of
seriousness but he still adds the caveat as I follow the example of
Christ.
The Corinthian Christian had a duty to his fellow church members. It is
the plain fact of life that somebody takes the cue for his conduct from
everyone of us. We may not know it; but a younger or a weaker brother
or sister is often looking for us to lead. It is our duty to give a lead which
will strengthen the weak and confirm the waverer and save the tempted
from sin.
So, although we have a responsibility to be an example to one another,
who do you allow to speak into your life? Whose words do you give
special weight to when they preach or chat to you?
Write the names of three people whose words you will give special
weight to as we close 2015 and begin 2016
………………………… ……………………… …………………………..
Remember
LORD, I know
you will do what
you have
promised. LORD,
your faithful love
will last forever.
You are the one
who made us,
so don’t
leave us!
(Psalm 138:8
ERV)
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MIDWEEK GROUPS
Why not join us as we go through the
?

Fellowship * Teaching * Growth

Sunday morning at 9.30am
Tuesdays 11.00am - 12 noon
6th & 20th October
3rd & 17th November
Change your world one prayer at a time!
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OCTOBER & NOVEMBER MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
fun food stories crafts singing

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
2nd Oct
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Skittles
Bingo
Table Top Sale
Speaker
Quiz

6th Nov Skittles
13th
Bingo
20th
Table Top Sale
27th
Quiz

Join us for a cuppa and a chat

Sanctuary Counselling
Service

Watton Child Health Clinic

Tuesday evenings and
Wednesday mornings by
appointment only

10th & 24th Nov.
Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group

Tuesday 13th & 27th Oct.

A voluntary
organisation
offering a low
cost professional
counselling service

Monday 12th Oct & 9th Nov
Watton Pentecostal Church
working in partnership
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18th October &
15th November
at 10.30am

13th 10.30am Family Carol Service
20th 10.30am Sunday School Party
20th 6.00pm Traditional Carol Service
(To be confirmed)
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OCTOBER & NOVEMBER
SERVICES
Sun 4th Oct

9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am But Be Brave

Sun 11th Oct

9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Living Bold

Sun 18th Oct

9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Family Service

Sun 25th Oct 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Pass it On
Sun 1st Nov 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Where is this Ship Going?
Sun 8th Nov 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Conflict versus Unity
Sun 15th Nov 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Family Service
Sun 22nd Nov 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Re-invented
Sun 29th Nov 9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am Learn & Lean

Sunday School meets during the service
except during a Family Service

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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