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When we begin to understand the true gospel of Christ and we begin to
receive the revelation of His grace and how much we are loved by
Father God, the knowledge about the love of Father God and the true
meaning of grace captivates our soul, empowers us, gives us
assurance and releases us to be gracious towards and love other
people.
Therefore, we are completely free to enter the Most Holy Place. We
can do this without fear because of the blood sacrifice of Jesus. We
enter through a new way that Jesus opened for us. So come near to
God with a sincere heart, full of confidence because of our faith in
Christ.

“Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled
with the Spirit,
speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit.
Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks
to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Ephesians 5:18-20)
The words ‘Be filled with the Spirit’ contrast the spiritual life with that of
a worldly existence. They are a positive command that uses a
continuous verb and therefore would be better translated 'be being
filled with the Holy Spirit' or ‘continuously be filled with the Spirit'.
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Paul says in, Ephesians 1, “When you believed, you were marked in
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.” They were marked as
belonging to God.
They had already been ‘Filled,’ ‘Baptised’ in the Holy Spirit' in
Acts 9:1-8 Paul had asked the Ephesians “have you received the
Holy Spirit since you believed?”
There was obviously something observable missing. On the day of
Pentecost Peter could say to the crowd “he has received from the
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now
see and hear.” (Acts 2:33 ERV)

This leaves us with two questions
Have you received the baptism in the Holy Spirit?
Are you filled with the Holy Spirit now?
So how do I receive and be continually filled with the Holy Spirit?
A W Tozer (1897-1963) wrote the following in 1957
“All that has gone before is by way of soul preparation for the divine act
of infilling. The infilling itself is not a complicated thing. While I shy
away from 'how to' formulas in spiritual things, I believe the answer to
the question 'How can I be filled?' may be answered in four words, all of
them active verbs. They are (1) surrender, (2) ask, (3) obey,
(4) believe.”
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Surrender:
Romans 12:1-2 says, “because of the great mercy God has shown us,
offer your lives as a living sacrifice to him”
Surrender means to relinquish control of our life to him, to voluntarily
give up in favour of Jesus. This is to trust him completely even when
we don’t understand and when it is contrary to contemporary wisdom.
This is why ‘speaking in tongues’ is the essential biblical evidence of
the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Ask:
Jesus says in Luke 11:13 “how much more will your Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
James tells us “You do not have because you do not ask God.” Asking
is part of our surrender as it demonstrates our trust in him.

Obey:
"We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey him." (Acts 5:32)
Full and ungrudging
obedience is absolutely
indispensable to the
reception of the Spirit's
anointing. As we wait before
God we should read the
bible, listen for his voice
and his voice spoken
through your local church.
Then, trusting to his enabling, we should obey to the best of our ability
and understanding.

Believe:
"Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what
you heard?" (Galatians 3:2)
The infilling of the Spirit is received by faith and only by faith. We were
told when we asked to receive the Holy Spirit to ask and to believe that
we have received and move in what we have received by faith.
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“The Father has loved us so much! This shows how much he loved us:
We are called children of God. And we really are his children.”
(1 John 3:1)
Having love and compassion for others will help us grow closer to our
Heavenly Father. He loves everyone and so should we. Our
expressions of love for others may include being kind to them, listening
to them, mourning with them, comforting them, serving them, praying
for them, sharing the gospel with them, and being their friend.
Our love for those around us increases when we remember that we are
all children of God.

1. Admit you can’t do everything on your own.
One of the first steps to gaining a closer relationship to God is admitting
that you need him in your life. The reality is that we can’t do everything
on our own, so admitting this will not only show a sense of humility in
your life, but will also show God that you have faith in his strength and
promises.

2. Remove yourself from harmful relationships.
Right relationships are a
key. One of the biggest
barriers to finding a deeper
relationship with God is
harmful or wrong
relationships. The
relationship may be with
family, friends or
co-workers; taking yourself
out of the equation for a
time will help give you the
space and energy needed
to first get right in your
relationship with God.
Although this might sound tough you won’t believe the freedom and
liberty you will encounter when you can focus on your relationship with
God.
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3. Get plugged in to a local church.
Local church is a key. You won’t believe how much having a group of
people to support you will help you along your journey with God.
Being part of a local
church will help keep you
accountable, give you
wisdom when needed,
and even be there for you
in times of distress. The
Local church is a
community of like minded
people together in one
location to worship God
and be an expression of
his love.
So be encouraged to get
yourself plugged in to a
local church that cares
about your relationship
with God as much as you
do and can help you
participate in the work
of the body of Christ,
his church.

4. Read your Bible on a daily basis.
Reading your Bible is key, we don’t need to memorize the whole thing
in Greek, but you should be spending some time reading it each day.
Whether you simply read it, listen to a podcast or go through a
devotional, reading your Bible will help build a foundation for your faith
in God.
Write down notes that you can look back on, and always be transparent
when incorporating what you’ve learned. God will speak to you in ways
that will not only transform you from the inside out, but will also give
you a better grasp as to who you are as a person.
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5. Make prayer a priority.
Your prayer life is a key. Look at prayer as a conversation between you
and God. You don’t need to light candles, burn incense, or even wear a
special robe. Just relax, get somewhere peaceful, and begin a
conversation with God, tell him about your day, how you feel; prayer
will help build your relationship with him. Martin Luther once said,
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive
without breathing.”
That quote is packed with powerful truth, and I want you to begin
looking at prayer as your way of staying connected to God. Any
relationship with meaning is one that has great communication.

6. Give yourself to him each day and receive prayer at every
opportunity at church
One of the hardest things about being a pastor is on a Sunday morning
seeing people who need prayer but do not respond to an appeal. We
so often needlessly struggle with things, situations and problems that
were not intended for us. We can easily come into church and during
the worship leave our burden at the feet of Jesus. The problem is that
before we leave we again pick up the burden and continue to carry it
through the coming week.

Each day try saying this little prayer:

Jesus here I am, again I give myself to you.
I am yours and you are mine.
Lord, open my eyes and my
ears to your voice.
I am available to be your
hands and voice, use me for
your glory today.
Amen
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“Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit
is given for the
common good.”
(1 Corinthians 12:7)

Discovering and utilizing your spiritual gifts is one of the most exciting
adventures a person can have with God. The Bible says spiritual gifts
are abilities God bestows on every believer for the common good of the
body of Christ. They're a large part of the answer to the question,
"What should I do with the life God gave me?"
“The Spirit gives one person the ability to speak with wisdom. And the
same Spirit gives another person the ability to speak with knowledge.
The same Spirit gives faith to one person and to another he gives gifts
of healing. The Spirit gives to one person the power to do miracles, to
another the ability to prophesy, and to another the ability to judge what
is from the Spirit and what is not. The Spirit gives one person the ability
to speak in different kinds of languages, and to another the ability to
interpret those languages. One Spirit, the same Spirit, does all these
things. The Spirit decides what to give each one.”
(1 Corinthians 12:8-11 ERV)
The 9 spiritual gifts are listed above but God also gives other gifts to his
church and to individuals. Passages like 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4,
Romans 12, and 1 Peter 4 give an insight into some of the gifts that are
given by the Spirit or are ministries to the church or are natural gift
anointed by God
It's clear every gift is a reflection of God's nature that you carry within
you. And because your gifting reflects God's design and direction for
your life, you'll find great passion, joy, and satisfaction in expressing
them. Your gifts will be a place of peace and the passion and direction
of your life, as God uses them.
So here's a process to start:
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Pay attention. Notice the
things that energize you and
seem to come naturally.
Remember the quote from the
movie Chariots of Fire when
Eric Liddell explained to his
sister why he was postponing
his return to the mission field in
order to race in the Olympics?
"Because when I run, I feel
the pleasure of God."
Every spiritual gift gives off clues. Your spiritual gift will cause you to
react a certain way in a given situation. If there's a problem, people with
the gift of shepherding will be concerned that people are cared for.
Those with the gift of intercession (prayer) will immediately say, "We
need to pray about this" while those with a leadership gift will begin
looking at solutions for the problem.
Pay attention to those who lead the church and those who love you.
They will often recognise your gifting before you, listen to their advice
and help.

Try. Once you've gathered enough information to create a list of some
possible gifts, exercise your options. A great place to start would be a
volunteer position at your church. While you're trying it out, you'll start to
discern whether you're good at it or not. Also, others will tell you!
Part of learning what you're good at is having to go through the pain of
learning what you're not good at.

Develop. In 2 Timothy 1:6, the apostle Paul encourages Timothy to "fan
into flame the gift of God." We're responsible to develop our gifts.
Perhaps one of the best ways to do that is to mentor someone who's just
starting on this discovery process. People who move in a particular
gifting are probably the best people to develop someone else with a
similar gift.
It's remarkable how you can deepen your relationship with God as you
uncover and live out the gifts he's bestowed on you. What could the
church and our world look like if each of us used the gift God's given us?
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JANUARY MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings

Join us for a cuppa and a chat

Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group

Watton Child Health
Clinic

Monday 11th January

Tuesday
12th & 26th January

Watton Pentecostal Church
working in partnership

Watton Pentecostal Church
working in partnership
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MIDWEEK GROUPS
GET PLUGGED IN!

Sunday morning at 9.30am
Tuesdays 11.00am - 12 noon
5th & 19th January
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“Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true
[supreme and sovereign] God, and [in the same manner know] Jesus
[as the] Christ whom You have sent.”
(John 17:3 Amplified Bible AMP)
As we draw closer to God we naturally get to know him better, we
understand more and appreciate him more. The better we know him
the greater the desire to draw closer. As we understand the nature and
the names of God so we are able to love him more deeply and desire
to be closer to him.
We speak of divine properties and attributes; they are called attributes
because we are compelled to attribute them to God. They are essential
parts of the divine nature. He must be these to be God.

Illustration: Can you
conceive of the Sun
shining without light
and warmth?

However, these attributes will give us a better appreciation of who God is.

Infinite
The infinity of God is that perfection of God by which he is free from all
limitation. He is in no way limited by the universe, by the time-space
world, or confined to the universe. He fills earth and heaven, he is exalted
above all we can think or know.
God’s infinity does not mean he is the sum total of all existing things.
Rather, it is his superiority to all things, and to all limitations. He
embraces all but does not identify it with himself; he is beyond or above
all things. The implications of infinity are that he is self-existent.
12

God is independent in his being, independent in his decrees, works,
virtues, etc. of his creation and his creatures. Our actions, etc. are
influenced by circumstances, etc. outside of our selves. He is not.
He is self-existent and therefore nothing outside of himself can affect
him. Therefore, any relationships he enters into are voluntary, and his
promises cannot be affected by things outside himself.

Immutable
“But you remain the same, and your years will never end”
(Hebrews 1:10-12)
By nature, God is absolutely unchanging. For this reason, the attributes
he possessed before the creation of the world are the same ones he
has today.
“As an infinitive and absolute being, self-existent and independent, God
is exalted and above causes of, and even above the possibility of
change… He can neither increase nor decrease. He is subject to no
process of development or self-evolution. His knowledge and power
can never be greater or less. He can never be wiser or holier, or more
righteous or merciful than he ever has been and ever must be” (Hodge
– Systematic Theology vol. 1)
Malachi 3:6 says, “I am the Lord, I change not.”

Eternity of God
It can be said that the divine property of infinity qualifies al other
properties of the Godhead i.e:
ETERNITY
OMNIPRESENCE
OMNISCIENCE
OMNIPOTENCE

= Infinity in relation to time
= Infinity in relation to space
= Infinity in relation to knowledge
= Infinity in relation to power

Eternity is not merely endless duration, it is supra-temporal, it is above
time. It is not just time without limit. It is distinct from time. It is another
dimension.
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Omnipresent
By omnipresence we mean that God in the totality of his being without
expansion, multiplication, subtraction or division, is always all present,
everywhere. Simply – God is everywhere.
God’s omnipresence has been described as a sphere whose centre is
everywhere and his circumference is nowhere.
The classic passage on God’s omnipresence is Psalm 139:7-12 where
the psalmist says that he can never be out of the sight of God.

Omniscient
Omniscience is that perfection of God whereby he knows himself, and
all things possible and actual, in one eternal and most simple act. For
mankind knowledge is acquired, but with God it is part of his nature
God knows everything and His knowledge is complete. This is called
His omniscience. The psalmist said that God’s understanding was infinite (Psalm 147:5).

Omnipotent

Omnipotence is that power
whereby God is able to do
whatsoever his perfect wisdom
purposes should be done. God
is able to bring to pass
everything that he chooses. He
has no external limitations. His
only limits are those he places
upon himself.

The book of Job (42:2) says that he can do all things and that nothing
can restrain him. Genesis 18:14 simply asks, “Is anything too hard for
the LORD?” The answer, of course, is “no.”
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Holy
Holiness, justice and love are the moral part of the essential attributes of
God. The holiness of God is that perfection of God in virtue of which he
eternally wills and maintains his moral excellence, abhors sin, and
demands purity in his moral creatures. The holiness of God is defined
as that state of moral perfection which can know neither increase nor
decrease.
Though all the attributes of God are important and dependent on one
another, the fact of God’s holiness seems to be the one he wishes us to
put emphasis upon.

Justice
The justice of God may be defined as that attribute whereby God
acts towards mankind in a judicial capacity, recompensing them
according to the standard of his infinite righteousness. Divine
justice is God’s holiness in action.

Love
The Christian definition of the divine nature is without equal in the
world’s theologies.
GOD IS LOVE.
LOVE IS – God’s desire to impart himself and all good to other beings,
and to possess them for his own in spiritual fellowship.
Love is the central fact of Christian doctrine, it proclaims; not a self- centred, but an outreaching God who cares for his creation and creatures.
If we think of the elements of divine love we must include the following:
1. The feeling, strength and purity of his love. It is personal.
2. The eternity of divine love not dependent upon time or
circumstance.
3. The connection of divine love and holiness which combine
integrity and generosity.
4. The benevolence of divine love which combine grace and mercy.
5. The purpose of his love which is to love us to a better place.
Knowing these attributes of God without personal experience is a form of
cerebral ascent or agreement without relationship. Let us draw nearer to
him experientially and enjoy all he has for us. Do you know him? … but
do you know him?
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“Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true [supreme
and sovereign] God, and [in the same manner know] Jesus [as the] Christ
whom You have sent.”
(John 17:3 Amplified Bible AMP)
We, today give names to someone as an identity, however the names
given to God reveal who he truly is through people's experience and
relationship with him. The varying names of God are but the result of his
being what he is, so wonderful and manifold that no one name can
adequately express his fullness. Each differing name contains, hidden in
itself some special virtue. Although we have not the time to look at all the
biblical names of God we hope that these will be meaningful to you
personally. They can help identify the God you are drawing closer to.

English Form Hebrew Form Scripture

Significance

1. God

El: Elohim

Gen 1:1

Mighty Strong Faithful
Creative

2. Lord

Jehovah

Gen 2:4

I Am – self revealing

3. Lord

Adon: Adonai

Gen 15:2

Master. Husband

Now read Psalm 91:1-2 “Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
[5] will rest in the shadow of the Almighty [4]. I will say of the LORD [2], ‘He
is my refuge and my fortress, my God [1], in whom I trust.”

EL
There is difference of opinion as to the root of the word ‘EL’ but this
doesn’t mean either is necessarily incorrect.
1. ‘EL’ is the Hebrew meaning mighty, strong, prominent.
2. ‘El’ could be derived from the Arabic word ‘Elaw’ or ‘Alah’ meaning
to swear or declare or a covenant relationship ratified by an oath,
therefore faithful.
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English Form Hebrew Form Scripture
El Titles
4. Almighty God El Shaddai
5. Most High
God
6. Everlasting
God

Gen 17:1

El Elyon

Gen 14:18

El Olam

Gen 21:33

Significance
Satisfier – Mighty all
sufficient one
Highest – Possessor
owner
Of ages. Mysterious

There is a greater depth to the scripture revealed through the names of God.

Jehovah
Jehovah (or Yahweh) names are God’s personal and distinctive redemptive
names.
Jehovah is the ‘I AM THAT I AM’. It signifies ‘to be’, or “I will be all that I will
be.” It tells that God is eternal, the unchanged and unchanging one, and he
will be all that he ever needed to be. This is more particularly seen in the
compound redemptive names of the Lord. These compound names are
always linked with some need of mankind, and it is here that Jehovah will
be all that his people ever need him to be.

English Form

Hebrew Form

Scripture

Jehovah Titles
Lord God
God most high
Lord God
Lord the
Everlasting God
Lord will provide
Lord who heals you
Lord is my banner
Lord who sanctifies
Lord is peace
Lord of Hosts
Lord of
Righteousness
Lord is there
Lord most high
Lord my shepherd

Significance
The Lord who is:

Jehovah Elohim
Jehovah El Elyon
Jehovah Adonai
Jehovah El Olam

Gen. 2:4
Gen. 14:18
Gen 15:2
Gen 21:33

Mighty etc.
Supreme Possessor
Our Master
Revealer through ages

Jehovah Jireh
Jehovah Rophi
Jehovah Nissi
Jehovah
Makaddishem
Jehovah Shalom
Jehovah Sabaoth
Jehovah Tsidkenu

Gen 22:14
Exodus 15:26
Exodus 17:15
Exodus 31:13

Your provider
Your healer
Our banner
Our sanctifier

Judges 6:24
1 Sam 1:3
Jer 23:6

Our peace
Of hosts – warrior
Our righteousness

Jehovah Shammah
Jehovah Elyon

Ex 48:35
Psalm 7:17

Jehovah Rohi

Psalm 23:1

Is present
Who blesses
possessor
Our shepherd - cares
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Let us consider the New Testament names for God
Father
God Is by nature a Father, he has a Father’s heart. It’s the very nature of
who God is; He is a Father. We see this revealed in his relationship to the
Creation. God created all things, and he sustains it all continuously with
meticulous care.
The Greek word for Father is ‘Pater’ a name applied
(1) To any ancestor (Deut 1:11; 1Ki 15:11; Mat 3:9; 23:30, etc.); and
(2) As a title of respect to a chief, ruler, or elder, etc. (Judges 17:10; 18:19;
1Sa 10:12; 2Ki 2:12; Mat 23:9, etc.).
(3) The author or beginner of anything is also so called; e.g., Jabal and Jubal
(Gen 4:20, 21; Job 38:28).
When applied to God we see it in
(1.) His covenant relationship with the Jews (Jer 31:9; Isa 63:16; 64:8; John
8:41, etc.).
(2.) and that believers are called God's "sons" (John 1:12; Rom 8:16; Mat
6:4,8,15,18; 10:20,29). They also call him "Father" (Rom 1:7; 1Cor 1:3; 2Cor
1:2; Gal 1:4).
Immanuel
Immanu-EL – God with us (Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:21-23). God made flesh.
The incarnate LOGOS (word of God). John 1:1-3, 14-18.
Jesus
The name of Jesus is the Anglicisation of the Greek word ‘Iēsous’ which is
the translation of the Hebrew word Joshua or JA-Hoshua which is;
1) ‘JA’ the shortened name of Jehovah hence the word Hallelu-JAH (praise
the Lord).
2) ‘Hoshua’ which means to rescue or to deliver hence the whole is The Lord
who saves.
Christ or Messiah – The anointed one of God
who was to come.
Lamb of God (John 1:29)
The Passover lamb
provided by God.
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Holy Spirit
“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper to be with you
forever. 17 The Helper is the Spirit of truth” John 14:16-17
“The Helper will teach you everything and cause you to remember all
that I told you. This Helper is the Holy Spirit that the Father will send in
my name.” John 14:26
The Holy Spirit is a person ignored and misunderstood by the church.
The Holy Spirit is often thought of as merely an influence or an
impersonal force. The Bible clearly teaches that the Holy Spirit is
person, in fact the third person of the Godhead. He leads mankind into
all truth and he enables and empowers people to be all that they can be.
He empowers the believer in the following, He gives:
Power to become
He awakens our spiritual need and points us to Jesus. With the power of
the Holy Spirit working within us we can accomplish more than we could
in our own strength.
Power to be
Through the Holy Spirit the believer may have strength for daily living.
Power to overcome
Every Christian believer lives in a war zone. By choosing to follow Jesus
we are on the winning side and we are empowered to experience
victories in life.
Power to share
God wants us to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit so that we
may be witness to the life and the grace of Jesus.
Trying to understand the greatness, the love and infinity of our God
leaves us, who with finite minds, can only stand in awe and wonder,
amazed at the depth and the breadth of his love for us. Let us forget
trying to understand it all but rather rejoice in all that we know and
experience today.
Do you know him? But do you really know him and his love for you?
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JANUARY
SERVICES
Join us on a Sunday morning……
3rd January

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Filled with the Spirit”

10th Januray

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Drawing Closer”

17th January

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: Family Service

24th January

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Nature of God”

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Names of God”
Sunday School meets during the morning service
31st January

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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