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The foundations of our faith
The importance of foundations:
In the 1990's the "Leaning Tower
of Pisa" was finally reopened to
the public, after having been
closed for several years. During
that time, engineers completed a
25 million dollar renovation project
designed to stabilize the tower.
They removed 110 tons of dirt,
and reduced its famous lean by
about sixteen inches. Why was
this necessary?
Because the tower has been tilting further and further away from
vertical for hundreds of years, to the point that the top of the 185-foot
tower was seventeen feet further south than the bottom, and Italian
authorities were concerned that if nothing was done, it would soon
collapse.
What was the problem, bad design? No.
Or was it poor workmanship? No.
The problem was what was underneath. The tower was built on the
shifting sands of a former estuary. The soil was not stable enough to
support a monument of this size. The tower had no firm foundation.
Let us ensure the foundations of our faith allow us to build high and
attempt exploits for our God.
This study will help you establish solid foundations so that you will be
prepared to respond to every life challenge from the basis of the bible.
It will aid you in your personal journey into faith and help you go deeper
in these foundational truths.
It is obvious, but probably needs to be said, the more time and effort
you put into the course the more you will get out of it. The course is not
just information to be remembered but includes principles to be put into
action and experienced.
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Week 1: Salvation
God loves us and wants us to come into a meaningful relationship with
him. This is the beginning of our foundational truths, the start of our
journey as we get to know our Heavenly Father, and discover what he
has done for us, to enable us to build up this relationship.
1. Why Do I Need To Be Saved?
By nature, we all choose to go
our own way instead of God’s.
We are all sinners and could
never, by ourselves reach
God’s standard of perfection.
We may attempt to reach God
through trying harder, doing
good or even by going to
church. But none of these
things in themselves will enable
us to know God and to be
saved.
God knew that we would always fall short of his standard, and could not
live perfect lives, so he sent his Son. Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Although divine, he left the Father’s side and became a man like us.
During his earthly life he did meet God’s standards and he lived a perfect
life, without sin. Then Jesus offered himself up on the cross, as a sacrifice
to God, taking the punishment that our sin deserved. He proved he had
broken sin’s destructive power by rising from the dead, and ascending
back to the Father.
Now God offers us salvation, a relationship
with him, as a free gift.
“When people sin, they earn what sin
pays—death. But God gives his people a
free gift—eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
Romans 6:23 ERV
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2. How Do I Become A Christian?
You receive this free gift and become a
Christian when:
● You realise God loves you and
created you to have a personal
relationship with him.
● You recognize that your sin
separated you from God, so you
could not know him, or
experience his love.
● You believe that Jesus is God’s
solution for your sin.
If you believe this, then to become a
Christian you must receive Jesus Christ
into your life as Saviour and Lord. You
can do this by inviting him into your life
right now, by praying a simple prayer.

You could say something like:
Lord Jesus, I am sorry that I have been going my
own way instead of your way. Thank you for dying
to take away my sin. Please come into my life and
make me the person you want me to be.
Amen.
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3. What Happens When I Am Saved?
If you have willingly prayed this prayer then you are saved, born again
into God’s family and you have the gift of eternal life. This is an inward,
spiritual experience, and an encounter with Jesus Christ, which puts us
into a right relationship with God as his children.
● Jesus has come into your life by his spirit, enabling you to live
your life through him.
● You have been forgiven completely and have passed from
death to life.
● You are a new creation, ready to make a brand new start.

Now you can live your life,
discovering God’s plans
and purposes for you, and
knowing his incredible love
that reaches out to you.
“God loved the world so
much that he gave his
only Son, so that
everyone who believes
in him would not be lost
but have eternal life.”
John 3:16 ERV
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Week 2: Assurance
Many people look for the assurance of their salvation in the wrong
places. Often we rely on our feelings, but the problem is that our
feelings go up and down, so therefore are not a good indication of what
has happened to us. The only reliable place to look for assurance that
we are born again is in the Bible, God’s Word to us.
“And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not
have the Son of God does not have life.” 1 John 5:11 & 12 NIV
If you have invited Jesus to come into your life, to save you, then the
truth is that he has come in, you are saved and you do have the gift of
eternal life. God wants you to have this assurance, not to spend your
Christian life wondering, or worrying about it, that’s why he makes it so
clear.
“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9 NIV.

So can a person really be
sure of their salvation? The
answer is YES.

Here are three main means by which we can know that truth:
1. The clear teaching of the Word of God.
We should receive this teaching by faith. We can know that we
have eternal life, because God says we do!
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2. The inner witness of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit within us will speak to us and bring that
assurance.
“The Spirit that we received is not a spirit that makes us
slaves again and causes us to fear. The Spirit that we have
makes us God’s chosen children. And with that Spirit we
cry out, “ Abba, Father.” And the Spirit himself speaks to
our spirits and makes us sure that we are God’s children.”
Romans 8:15&16 ERV

3. The desire to become like the Lord Jesus.
Changes begin to take place in our lives, sometimes only small
changes, but none the less changes. One of these changes is
that we want to live Godly lives, and become more like Jesus.
“You have taken off those old clothes—the person you
once were and the bad things you did then. Now you are
wearing a new life, a life that is new every day. You are
growing in your understanding of the one who made you.
You are becoming more and more like him.”
Colossians 3:9&10 ERV

We need to come to a place
where we can relax into the
things of God. If we doubt
our salvation this relaxing is
impossible, it's like sitting on
a garden chair that you are
not sure will hold you.
God wants you to be sure of his love for you, and wants you to rest in
the security of that love. He wants you to know he loves you and that
your salvation is secure in eternity.
In the light of all this can you say with confidence you are a Christian,
that you have been born again, that you are a child of God, part of his
family the church?
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Week 3: The Bible - The Word of God
“Bible” literally means “the books”, from the Greek ta biblia. It is a
collection of ancient texts, written at different times (over many
centuries), and by different authors. We call it the Holy Bible to set it
apart from other books, as we believe it is the inspired Word of God.
Holy or holiness simply means set apart, or different.
The bible is considered to be the best-selling book of all time with
estimated total sales of over 5 billion copies, and estimated annual
sales of over 100 million copies. The bible is also the world’s most
translated book, written originally in Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic.
So many different
bible versions are
available, such as
the New King James
version, the
Message and the
New International
Version. Some are
direct translations,
others more
contemporary such
as The Message,
which is designed to
help people engage
in the reading
process. It has been
called “a reading
bible” rather than a
study bible.
There are in total 66 books contained in the bible, which is divided into
2 major sections, the Old Testament (39 books) and the New Testament (27 books).
The bible books are arranged by type, rather than chronologically:
1. The books of Moses and the law 2. History books 3. Wisdom books
4. Prophets books
5. Gospels 6. History of the early church 7. Paul’s letters 8. General
letters
9. The Apocalypse (end times book of Revelation).
8

2 Timothy 3:16 “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful
(profitable) for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness.”
The bible is the inspired Word of God. There is a picture on the ceiling
of the Sistine Chapel of Michaelangelo Buonarroti’s painting of God and
Adam. In it the figure of God is extended toward Adam with his arm
stretched out. God is inviting the man into relationship. The dynamic is
all from God, toward humankind.

And the bible, God’s word is also relational, an invitation from God. God
has breathed out scripture; he is the originator, motivator and sustainer
and reveals Himself to us through His word. Einstein said “matter
(mass) cannot be created or destroyed”. However, God is Spirit and
when God speaks, it is. God is totally creative, so when God speaks out,
His word itself creates.
God’s word will accomplish what He sent it out for.
The first printed bible of course was the Gutenberg bible, which was the
first mass-printed book. We’ve come a long was since then with the
invention of computers and a whole new way of communicating
electronically. Now we can have the bible app. on our phones, on our
Kindles or computers, making it even more accessible. However we can
still ask the question: is the bible relevant today?
Continued on page 12
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FEBRUARY / MARCH MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing

Tuesday 2nd ,16th Feb; 1st, 15th March, 11.00am

FRIENDSHIP CLUB
Friday mornings
Join us for a cuppa and a chat

Watton & District
Diabetes UK Group

Watton Child Health
Clinic

Monday 8th Feb
& 14th March

Tuesday
9 & 23rd Feb & 8th Mar
th

Watton Pentecostal Church
working in partnership

Watton Pentecostal Church
working in partnership
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REFRESHMENT DAY
A day for women to meet to enjoy
times of refreshing form the Lord...
Saturday 5th March 10am - 5.00pm
Cost £15.00 including lunch
Bookings to Ali

EGG HUNT
SERVICE
Sunday 20th March
10.30pm

RESURRECTION
COMMUNION
27th March 10.30am
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Matthew 4: 4 Jesus said: “It is written, man shall not live on bread
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Jesus said “is written”. He spoke in the present tense, affirming that
God’s word exists in the present moment. He didn’t say “was written”
even though he was quoting a text written 1400 years before his birth.
So because the author of the bible is the eternal God, his word too is
eternal, current and relevant in every age, in fact every moment. This
can be said of no other book.
And of course Jesus is the central character of the book. In fact more
than that, He is the central character of history itself. We even divide
history into AD Anno Domini and BC Before Christ!
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word (logos). John is speaking
here about Jesus, which becomes clear as we read through his Gospel
and letters. Jesus is the “logos”,the Word of God.
So our choice is this: are we engaging with God by reading His Word?
Have we engaged with God through faith in the Living Word, Jesus the
Logos of God? What is God saying to me personally?
God’s word has gone out “to the ends of the earth”; are we listening,
ready to respond”
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Week 4: Water Baptism and
Baptism in the Holy Spirit
Matt. 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to
be baptized by him.

In the Gospels we learn
that Jesus Christ himself
was baptized. In Matt. 3
we read
“When He had been
baptized, Jesus came up
immediately from the
water; and behold the
heavens were opened to
Him, and He saw the Spirit
of God descending like a
dove and alighting upon
Him. And suddenly a voice
came from heaven saying:
This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Baptism is an important topic in the bible, a foundational truth. The
word baptism comes from Greek baptizo, which means to immerse,
i.e. to be covered by water. As we “search the scriptures”, as Jesus
instructed, we discover that there appear to be 3 distinct baptisms.
·

·
·

Baptism of repentance
Believers baptism
Baptism of the Holy Spirit
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So what do we know about John the Baptist? First of all he had serious
issues with dress sense and diet; he was “clothed in camels hair” and
his diet was “locusts and wild honey”! Seriously, it has been estimated
that John baptized about 1 million people. What were these baptisms
about?
Essentially this type of baptism was a means of cleansing, through
repentance. John was a man who prepared the way, by calling people
to acknowledge their sin and their need for salvation. Repentance is
simply a turning around, a fresh start, and this baptism signified a
willingness to follow God’s law in anticipation of the arrival of Jesus
the Messiah. (See Acts 19:4).
It’s interesting that Jesus humbly submitted himself to John’s baptism,
even though He was the only candidate who didn’t need His life turned
around! And Jesus received the approval of His Heavenly Father “This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”, even before He had
begun His ministry. It was a confirmation of His identity as Son of God.
And it preceded his ministry.
So what about us, the modern-day follower of Jesus? Is baptism
relevant for us? I believe so, and primarily because there is scriptural
teaching and precedent. For instance in Acts 8:35-38 the Ethiopian
eunuch believed in Jesus Christ and immediately Philip baptised him.
In the New Testament salvation (faith and belief in Jesus Christ)
was frequently followed by baptism.
And there are many bible
verses instructing us to be
baptised. Acts 2:38 “Repent
and be baptised, every one
of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ, so that your
sins may be forgiven”.
Matt. 28:19 says
“Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name
of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
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Repentance, becoming a disciple, being born again; these are all
expressions signifying that a person has become a Christian. And it is
this step of faith which brings forgiveness and eternal life (John 3:16).
Baptism follows that experience, and is a way of being obedient to
Jesus teaching; and it is a way of illustrating publicly our change of
heart. And like Jesus’ baptism, it affirms our identity as Christians,
being in-Christ. A Christian is a new creation (2 Cor. 5:18).
So what about the “baptism of the Holy Spirit”? Ephesians 5:18 says
we should not be drunk with wine, but be filled with the Spirit. And just
as in believer’s baptism we are immersed completely in water, when we
are filled with the Spirit, or baptised with the Spirit, we are immersed or
overwhelmed in or with the Holy Spirit. Both baptisms follow our
commitment to Christ.
And this is not a once for all experience, although there does seem to
be an initial filling. In Acts 2:4 the disciples were together in one place.
There came a noise from heaven like a violent rushing wind….and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other
tongues. This happened on the day of Pentecost. It’s interesting that
Pentecost was a commemoration of God’s giving of the
10 commandments. There is a synergy between God’s Law and God’s
Spirit which we haven’t time to explore further here.
What is also significant about Pentecost, is that it marked an explosion
of growth in the church, with about 3000 conversions, who were
subsequently baptized! Peter the fisherman really became a fisher of
men, as Jesus had promised. This was followed by miracles of healing,
and the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Wonderful!
When we hand over
control to the Holy
Spirit, he is able to do
His work, through us!

SURRENDER

Our challenge today
is: are we willing to
personally surrender
to what God wants to
achieve?
15

Week 5: Spiritual Gifts
Gifts from God come in many forms but they are all the gift of God.
Ministry Gifts - Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher
Spiritual Gifts -

Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge,
Discerning of Spirits, Faith Working of Miracles,
Gifts of Healing, Prophecy, Speaking in Other
Tongues and Interpretation of Utterance in
Tongues.

Natural Anointed Gifts or Spiritual enablings Administration, Helps, Worship, Witness
There are many acts of work that God can anoint
There are nine spiritual gifts which may be defined as gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Here it is important to recognise that they are free gifts of grace
undeserved and unearned. These gifts are not given because we read
our bible more, or because we pray more, yet the closer we are to God
the easier it is to receive these gifts. However, the first step should be
that of drawing closer to God and knowing who he is. In drawing closer
to God we must think about the baptism of the Holy Spirit and speaking
in tongues. It is said that speaking in tongues is the gateway to spiritual
gifts.
Here are five very practical
steps to discovering your
spiritual gifts.
Explore the Possibilities Read the best stuff you can
get hold of on the subject of
spiritual gifts, work of the
Holy Spirit, and priesthood
of all believers. Listen to
other people’s experiences
and testimonies, and ask
questions.
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Experiment with as Many Spiritual Gifts as Possible - Doing this will
help you discover and learn about the gifts. Be open -- not only to what
gift or gifts you might have but also what gifts you do not have. One of
the blessings of determining what gifts you don't have is that you spend
less time on the wrong things.
Examine Your Feelings God gives to each person in
the church a spiritual gift or
gifts. When you use yours,
you will feel good about
using it. If you really don’t
like doing something such
as teaching, you probably
do not have that gift.

Look for Things to Happen - Gifts are given by God so that things
happen in the church. As you function in the body (church) you will be
effective. For example, if, when you teach, people learn, you should
continue to explore if you should function in that ministry. Get prayed
for in the church at every opportunity, thereby learning to receive from
God.
Expect Confirmation – Others will affirm that you have such and such
gift or are good at a particular thing. If you think you are great at
something and the body doesn’t confirm it, you probably don’t have the
gift you think you have – go back and do some more discovering.
Here are three words that have helped many people, they are:
discover, develop, and use. These will assist you in working with
spiritual gifts in the safe environment of the church. Once you are
ready, and have the affirmation of the church, then move from the
members of the church to the marketplace.
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Week 6: Developing a Ministry
It is important to remember that you develop your ministry for the long
term and train for the immediate. Developing your ministry is a process
that will change you from the inside; it is not a program that you sign up
to. We use our spiritual gift to discover, develop, and move in our
ministry, looking for his anointing as a confirmation that we are
following him in the development of our ministry, or should I say his
continuing ministry through us.
Ministry Gifts may be personified by the following given by Christ:
Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher. All ministry gifts are
a function rather than a position or a status. Let us look at each one in
turn.
Apostle: The meaning comes from the Greek word "apostollos." It
breaks down as “ Apo" which means away from, so that "apostello"
means to send forth or away, on some mission or expedition and the
"apostollos" is the one so sent. Therefore the apostles of today are
those who are sent by God to help. Apostles, biblically, are both male
and female and have very little to do with local church governance. Yet,
like a father figure may bring God’s wisdom to an issue faced by the
local church, governance of the local church always remains with the
eldership or leadership.
Prophet: The meaning is a
proclaimer of a divine
message. The Prophet
forth-tells it is not fore-telling
nor simply preaching but may
include both. The prophet
possesses the threefold
function of prophecy edification, exhortation,
comfort, at a very high level
of inspiration and content,
strengthening and confirming
faith. The prophetic voice is
useful to local church
leadership but should not be
confused with leadership
qualities.
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Evangelist: The meaning is literally "a messenger of good," from the
Greek words “eu”, "well," and angelos, "a messenger." It denotes a
"preacher of the Gospel." The word preacher should be understood as
one who gives a proclamation; “euangelistes” points to his message as
glad tidings. It is possible to share the gospel in many ways through,
loving acts, through sharing experiences, through teaching, but all are
successful through the anointing of God.
Pastor: The meaning is a
shepherd, one who tends or
cares for herds or flocks (not
merely one who feeds them),
and is used metaphorically of
Christian "pastors” who guide,
feed and care for the flock of
God. Pastoral work is vital to
the maintenance and the
health of the church. It is often
seen in acts of care, service
and leading by example.

Teacher: The meaning is instructor, one who teaches. The
pastor/teachers played an important role in the local church as they
were permanent and settled in one place. Printing was yet to be
invented so it was the teacher's responsibility to know and pass on the
truth of the gospel. People came into the church straight from
heathenism, knowing nothing of Christianity other than that Christ had
laid hold of their hearts; they were born again. Therefore these
teachers opened up the Christian faith to them. There was the constant
danger of relapsing into heathenism and the duty of the pastor/teachers
was to shepherd the flock and keep them safe.
Here are four tips to develop your ministry:
1. Know yourself; your skill set, gifting and abilities.
2. Know why you are here why you exist and what your purpose
is.
3. Know God; his nature, his names and what he does.
4. Give to God; your gifting, your purpose, everything you are and
surrender to him.
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SUNDAY
SERVICES
7th February
14th February

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Salvation”
9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Assurance”

21st February 9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: Family Service
28th February

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Water Baptism &
Baptism in the Holy Spirit”

6th March

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Spiritual Gifts”

13th March

9.30am Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “Developing a Ministry”

Sunday School meets during the morning service
For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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