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"THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST"
INTRODUCTION
There was some controversy that surrounded the movie "The Passion
Of The Christ" by Mel Gibson. Some said it incited racial passions and
others criticised the film because it is violently graphic in its depiction of
Christ's suffering
We can say without question, the suffering of Christ, leading up to and
including the crucifixion was terrible. The beatings, which must have
been excruciatingly painful. Being nailed to the cross, which Jesus was
willing to bear. It was also considered a shameful way to die, mocked
by some, being crucified with thieves.
Read Matthew 26:67, Matthew 27: 26 -44
Try to describe in no more than ten words how Jesus was treated.

…..............................................................................................................
…..............................................................................................................

While it is important to think about the physical violence Jesus endured,
we should not think he wanted people to weep for him but for themselves. His concern for others was evident and clear even on the cross.
What should be learned from the suffering of Jesus goes far beyond
feeling sorry for what he endured. We should not forget that:
a. His passion is sin conquered
and its power defeated
b. His passion is the revelation of
divine love
c. His passion is the redemption
of the world
d. His passion is the inspiration of
service and sacrifice
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Week 1: Sin Defeated, Love Revealed
"Yes,

God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him would not be lost but have eternal life. God
sent his Son into the world. He did not send him to judge the world guilty,
but to save the world through him. People who believe in God’s Son are
not judged guilty. But people who do not believe are already judged,
because they have not believed in God’s only Son."
(John 3:16-18 Easy-to-Read Version)
This passage is
surely the greatest
and best known
verses of the bible.
It gives a concise
and clear portrayal
of the Good News
of Jesus Christ. It
is the gospel
message in a
nutshell.

1. Love revealed
Jesus suffered because of love... both his love and the Father's love.
Our verse says, "Yes, God loved the world so much that he gave his
only Son"
The love of the Father for a lost world
God's love knows no bounds, it embraces everyone, not just the person
sitting near you or the person at the front of the church but everyone
including YOU.
"But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us
while we were still sinners." (Romans 5:8 Living Bible)
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The love of the Son
We have often said that it was not the nails or the ropes that held Jesus
to the cross, simply, it was his love for you that held him to the cross,
so that in this one act sin would be defeated for all who believed and
we would be free. This freedom empowers us, it sets us free to be able
to follow the example of Jesus and love other people.
"Be full of love for others, following the example of Christ who loved you
and gave himself to God as a sacrifice to take away your sins. And
God was pleased, for Christ’s love for you was like sweet perfume to
him." (Ephesians 5:2 Living Bible)
Imagine Jesus' love for YOU
is like a sweet perfume to
the Father. Jesus loves you
as an individual, you are not
part of a job lot as to put it,
no you are called by name
to have a relationship with
God the Father through
Jesus Christ his Son.

May our considerations and contemplation of his passion never neglect
the love that was behind the fact of the act.
"This is how God showed his love to us: He sent his only Son into the
world to give us life through him. True love is God’s love for us, not our
love for God. He sent his Son as the way to take away our sins."
(1 John 4:9-10 Easy-to-Read Version)
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2. Sin and its power conquered
"We aren’t saved from sin’s grasp by knowing the commandments of
God because we can’t and don’t keep them, but God put into effect a
different plan to save us. He sent his own Son in a human body like
ours—except that ours are sinful—and destroyed sin’s control over us
by giving himself as a sacrifice for our sins." (Romans 8:3 Living Bible)
"everyone who believes in him would not be lost but have eternal life"

Jesus suffered because of
sin. Jesus gave himself and
died for our sins as part of
God's strategy to give us
eternal life. However, our
part in this plan is that we
believe in him.

On the cross Jesus took away the power that sin has over us. Our debt
was cancelled, we were set free. And having disarmed the powers and
authorities of the spiritual realm, he made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross. Paul says:
"You were spiritually dead because of your sins and because you were
not free from the power of your sinful self. But God gave you new life
together with Christ. He forgave all our sins. Because we broke God’s
laws, we owed a debt—a debt that listed all the rules we failed to follow.
But God forgave us of that debt. He took it away and nailed it to the
cross. He defeated the rulers and powers of the spiritual world. With the
cross he won the victory over them and led them away, as defeated and
powerless prisoners for the whole world to see." (Colossians 2: 13-15)
The passion of Jesus Christ should act as a reminder that we should not
take upon ourselves the yoke of slavery to sin again. Rather we should
live free, love abundantly and serve with passion.
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Continued on p.8

MARCH MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
20th Egg Hunt Service 10.30am
25th Good Friday Service 11.00am
27th Resurrection Communion 10.30am
Look out for our “An Everyday Life of Faith” booklet
15th Family Service & Barbecue
Look out for our “King of Kings” study
17th Away Day at High Lodge Thetford Forest
‘Ask, Seek, Knock’ Family Services.
28th ONE EVENT - The Church will be closed.

HOME GROUPS
Join us at our Home Groups over Easter
as we watch “The Passion of the Christ”
To join a Home Group please speak to a
Pastor - Roger, Tina or Graham
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3. Love demonstrated
At the cross Jesus not only revealed God's love, it was also a
demonstration of that love. First the cross demonstrates the sacrifice of
love, second it shows his love as a pattern for our own love.
Jesus humbled himself taking on the form of mankind. Jesus freely
gave himself to others and for others. Jesus did this without complaint.
I have heard Christians gossip, say unkind things about others and
avoid people they don't want to give time to.
Have you met Christians like this?
At the cross God demonstrated his love, so for those who accept it and
believe in Jesus, it could serve as an example of how they should act
towards others.
“I give you a new
command: Love each
other. You must love
each other just as I loved
you. All people will know
that you are my followers
if you love each other.”
John 13:34-35
(Easy-to-Read Version)
The passion of Christ
should act as a reminder
of the way we should
treat other people. It
should serve as a guide
as to the high standard
of love we are called to
show toward one
another.

LOVE
ONE
another

"Dear friends, since God
so loved us, we also
ought to love one
another." (1 John 4:11
New International
Version - UK)
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WEEK 2: Redeemed and Inspired for Life
"This is good and pleases God our Saviour. God wants everyone to be
saved and to fully understand the truth. There is only one God, and
there is only one way that people can reach God. That way is through
Christ Jesus, who as a man gave himself to pay for everyone to be
free. This is the message that was given to us at just the right time."
(1 Timothy 2:3-6 Easy-to-Read Version)
Many religious people
and not so religious
people, including some
Christians, get upset
when we say "There is
only one God, and there
is only one way that
people can reach God.
That way is through
Christ Jesus"
1. The redemption of the world
Jesus paid the price to make everyone acceptable to God, yet there
are some people who do not believe who are already judged, because
they have not believed in God’s only Son.
Jesus suffered for all mankind, for God desires all men to be saved not
desiring any to be lost. There is a song that has become more and
more popular at funerals recently called 'I did it my way'. Unfortunately,
no one can get to God or heaven doing it their way. We all have do it
God's way, coming to him through Jesus Christ.
Without sounding overly dramatic Jesus is this world's only hope. The
bible tells us:
1. He is the only way to the Father - John 14:6
2. Only in His name is salvation to be found - Acts 4:12
3. Deny the Son, and one does not have the Father - 1 John 2:23
The passion of Jesus Christ should prompt us to look both inward and
outward, and address both our spiritual needs and the spiritual needs
of others. We need to ask the question are we merely spectators in life
or do we have eternal life. Jesus has paid everyone's debt (redemption)
but have I become a beneficiary of that sacrifice (salvation) by asking
Jesus to be my Lord and Saviour?
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2. Jesus provided an example for life
Why do some people struggle so much to ask Jesus to be their Lord
and Saviour. For some they think they are unworthy not worth the sacrifice, the price Jesus paid. Well, of course, they are right, no one deserves God's love or his salvation, and we certainly can't earn it.
Therefore, God gave it as a free gift through Jesus Christ.
Many people struggle because of selfishness or pride, they protest
when faced with the gospel. They say, ' The teaching of the cross is
foolishness.' Paul offered this advice to the church in Philippi:
"In whatever you do, don’t let selfishness or pride be your guide. Be
humble, and honour others more than yourselves. Don’t be interested
only in your own life, but care about the lives of others too." (Philippians
2:3-4 Easy-to-Read Version)
It is worth reading what Paul says to the Corinthian Church.
"The teaching about the cross seems foolish to those who are lost. But
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. As the Scriptures say,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise. I will confuse the understanding
of the intelligent.”
So what does this say about the philosopher, the law expert, or anyone
in this world who is skilled in making clever arguments? God has made
the wisdom of the world look foolish. This is what God in his wisdom
decided: Since the world did not find him through its own wisdom, he
used the message that sounds foolish to save those who believe it.
The Jews ask for miraculous signs,
and the Greeks want wisdom. But this
is the message we tell everyone:
Christ was killed on a cross. This
message is a problem for Jews, and to
other people it is nonsense. But Christ
is God’s power and wisdom to the
people God has chosen, both Jews
and Greeks. 25 Even the foolishness of
God is wiser than human wisdom.
Even the weakness of God is stronger
than human strength.
(1 Corinthians 1: 18-25)
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We have to learn to do things God's way for that is the only way to
salvation. Paul also speaks to the Church at Philippi saying:
"Your attitude should be the kind that was shown us by Jesus
Christ, who, though he was God, did not demand and cling to his rights
as God, but laid aside his mighty power and glory, taking the disguise of
a slave and becoming like men. And he humbled himself even further,
going so far as actually to die a criminal’s death on a cross." (Philippians
2:5-8 Living Bible)
3. Jesus sacrifice should inspire us to live
The sacrifice of Jesus is very personal act. He died a horrible death on
the cross, was buried and raised to life and is alive for ever more. It is
very personal because the risen Christ comes to each one us in our life
time and invites us to be a beneficiary of his sacrifice.
Jesus' sacrifice should inspire us to live life to the full, grasping every
opportunity.
Jesus' sacrifice should inspire us to walk in love.
Jesus' sacrifice should inspire us to walk in humility.
Jesus' sacrifice should inspire us to suffer patiently when mistreated for
doing good.
Jesus' sacrifice should inspire us to give ourselves to others.
May "The Passion Of The Christ" motivate you to obey and serve the
One
who died for you...
"The

love of Christ controls us,
because we know that one person
died for everyone. So all have died.
He died for all so that those who live
would not continue to live for
themselves. He died for them and
was raised from death so that they
would live for him."
(2 Corinthians 5:14-15
Easy-to-Read Version)
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SUNDAY
SERVICES
20th March
Egg Hunt Family Service

25th March

11.00am: Good Friday Service

27th March

9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: Resurrection Communion!
Sunday School will be held during the service

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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