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An Everyday Life of Faith
Faith is what makes real the things we hope for. It is proof of what we
cannot see.
(Hebrews 11:1)
The thought that an everyday life of faith should be run of the mill is a
contradiction in terms. The everyday life of faith should be marked
relationship, joy, miracles, peace but most of all love. We are not called
to live in the old nature, the old person, for in Jesus Christ we are a new
creation. We are told, "with regard to your former way of life, to put off
your old self ... and to put on the new self" (Ephesians 4).
Jonathan Gosforth in the book 'By My Spirit' says in the Introduction,
But though we speak of the manifestations at Pentecost as being
abnormal, yet we maintain that Pentecost was normal Christianity. The
results, when the Holy Spirit assumed control in Christ's stead, were
according to Divine plan. Each one was strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man. Christ then did dwell in their hearts by faith, and
they were rooted and grounded in love. They were filled unto all the
fullness of God, and God did work in and through them above all that
they had asked or thought, even unto the "exceeding abundantly."
Anything short of that would have defrauded their Lord of His Calvary
merits.
The purpose of the Holy Spirit was to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ every
day from the crowning to the coming. It is unthinkable that He should
grow weary in well-doing. My conviction is that the Divine power, so
manifest in the Church at Pentecost, was nothing more nor less than
what should be in evidence in the Church today. Normal Christianity, as
planned by our Lord, was not supposed to begin in the Spirit and
continue in the flesh. In the building of His temple it never was by
might nor by power, but always by His Spirit."
The point of this study is to stop us
from slipping into the grind and
drudgery of living in the old nature or
old self. In fact, our faith should not just
mark us as belonging to Jesus, it
should lift us up and above the
drudgery and struggles of life in today's
world. Let us be those who live by faith.
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Week 1: Living in the Promise
This was the promise he made to our father Abraham, a promise to free
us from the power of our enemies, so that we could serve him without
fear in a way that is holy and right for as long as we live.
(Luke 1:73-75 Easy-to-Read Version)
Living in the promise of God is to live in Christ Jesus. He is the one
who God promised; he is the Messiah.
a) We are free from the power of our enemies; Sin and Death
You were spiritually dead because of your sins. But God gave you new
life together with Christ. He forgave all our sins. Because we broke
God’s laws, we owed a debt—a debt that listed all the rules we failed
to follow.
But God forgave us
of that debt. He took
it away and nailed it
to the cross. He
defeated the rulers
and powers of the
spiritual world, our
enemies. With the
cross he won the
victory over them and
led them away, as
defeated and
powerless prisoners
for the whole world
to see.
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b) We are free from fear
Jesus came to abolish fear. He came to tell us that God is not law, but
love, that the centre of God's being is not legalism but grace, that we go
out, not to a judge, but to a Father who awaits his children coming home.
Because of that Jesus gave us the victory over death, its fear banished in
the wonder of God's love.
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Perfect love casts out fear, therefore let us do everything to enable the
Holy Spirit to pour God's love into our hearts. Let us celebrate as we
see this love drive out fear.
c) We are free to serve
In the past the law held us as prisoners, but our old selves died, when
we were given the gift of new life in Christ. So now we serve God in a
new way, not in the old way, with the written rules. Now we serve God
in the new way, with the Spirit.
Let us serve one another out of love and respect for Jesus Christ.
d) We are free to live a life of Love
So we know the love that God has for us in Jesus, and we trust that
love. God is love. Everyone who lives in love lives in God, and God
lives in them. No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other,
God lives in us. If we love each other, God’s love has reached its
goal—it is made perfect in us.
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Many Christians still do not understand love. The Greek word for love is
'Agape' and it means unconquerable benevolence, invincible goodwill.
If we regard a person with agape, it means that no matter what that
person does to us, no matter how he treats us, no matter if he insults
us or injures us or grieves us, we will never allow any bitterness against
him to invade our hearts, but will regard him with that unconquerable
benevolence and goodwill which will seek nothing but his highest good.
From this certain things emerge.
Jesus never asked us to love our enemies in the same way as we love
our nearest and our dearest. The very word is different; to love our
enemies in the same way as we love our nearest and our dearest
would neither be possible nor right. This is a different kind of love.
Where does the main difference lie? In the case of our nearest and our
dearest we cannot help loving them; we speak of falling in love; it is
something which comes to us quite unsought; it is something which is
born of the emotions of the heart. But in the case of our enemies, love
is not only something of the heart, it is also something of the will. It is
not something which we cannot help; it is something which we have to
will ourselves into doing. It is in fact a victory over that which comes
instinctively to the natural man.
Paul wrote to the Galatian church
"We have freedom now, because Christ made us free. So stand strong
in that freedom. Don’t go back into slavery again."
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Week 2: The Promise of Hope
We have been made right with God because of our faith. So we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through our faith,
Christ has brought us into that blessing of God’s grace that we now
enjoy. And we are very happy because of the hope we have of sharing
God’s glory. And we are also happy with the troubles we have. Why are
we happy with troubles? Because we know that these troubles make us
more patient. And this patience is proof that we are strong. And this
proof gives us hope. And this hope will never disappoint us. We know
this because God has poured out his love to fill our hearts through the
Holy Spirit he gave us.
Christ died for us when we were unable to help ourselves. We were
living against God, but at just the right time Christ died for us. (Romans
5:1-6 Easy-to-Read Version)
When we believed in Jesus Christ, we were made right with God. We
did not earn the prize of salvation, neither did we receive salvation as a
reward for some heroic deed. It was by faith that we are justified, made
right with God. Now through Jesus we have God's unmerited favour;
the blessing of God's grace.
We have the hope of sharing God's glory, in fact the bible says,
The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And our faces are not covered. We all show the Lord’s glory,
and we are being changed to be like him. This change in us brings
more and more glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
(2 Corinthians 3:17-18 Easy-to-Read Version)
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Where the Spirit is, says Paul, there is freedom. He means that so long
as man's obedience to God is conditioned by obedience to a code of
laws he is in the position of an unwilling slave. But when it comes from
the operation of the Spirit in his heart, the very centre of his being has
no other desire than to serve God, for then it is not law but love which
binds him. Many things which we would resent doing under compulsion
for some stranger are a privilege to do for someone we love. Love
clothes the humblest and the most menial tasks with glory.
a) We all show the Lord's glory
Paul goes on to say that we see the glory of the Lord with no veil upon
our faces, and because of that we, too, are changed from glory into
glory. Possibly what Paul means is that, if we gaze at Christ, we in the
end reflect him. His image appears in our lives.
b) We are changing to be like him
It is a law of life that we become like the people we gaze at. People
hero-worship someone and begin to reflect his ways. If we contemplate
Jesus Christ, in the end we come to reflect him.
We have the freedom to change because of the indwelling presence of
the Holy Spirit. We should co-operate with the Holy Spirit, not leaning
on our own understanding but trusting the Lord completely.
c) This change brings more and more glory
William Barclay suggests chapter 3 of 2 Corinthians gives the idea that
some will never experience this kind of change because their faces are
veiled. He goes further, suggesting this veil could be the veil of
prejudice or disobedience, wishful thinking or an un-teachable spirit.
However, the more we
co-operate with the Holy
Spirit the more we
change and the more we
change the more we become like Jesus. The
more we become like
Jesus the more we
share or reflect his glory.
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APRIL MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing

Midweek Groups
We have various midweek
groups, meeting at different
times and places.
Friday morning

It is great to connect with
others in the Church during
the week..

10.00am - 12noon
Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Ask a pastor, to discover a
group that is right for you!

Everyone welcome

Monday morning 11th April
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

17th April Family Service
Look out for our “Restoring the Church” study
15th MayFamily Service & Barbecue
Look out for our “King of Kings” study
11th June: Garden Party watching the
Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations
12th June: Celebration & Thanksgiving Service
for the Queen’s 90th birthday
Look out for our “Devoting ourselves” study
17th Away Day at High Lodge Thetford Forest
‘Ask, Seek, Knock’ Family Services.
28th ONE EVENT - The Church will be closed.
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Week 3: The Expectation of Faith
Jesus answered, “Have faith in God. The truth is, you can say to this
mountain, ‘Go, mountain, fall into the sea.’ And if you have no doubts in
your mind and believe that what you say will happen, then God will do it
for you. So I tell you to ask for what you want in prayer. And if you
believe that you have received those things, then they will be yours.
(Mark 11:22-24 Easy-to-Read Version)
What is your expectation
when you come to pray? It is
easy for our words to show
our doubts and undermine
our faith. In so many prayer
meetings across the world
we have heard men pray
asking God to do what he
has given us the authority to
do. Jesus said "The truth is,
you can say to this
mountain."

The passage gives us three principles for prayer.
a) It must be the prayer of faith. The phrase about removing mountains
was a quite common Jewish phrase. It was a regular, vivid phrase for
removing difficulties. It was specially used of wise teachers. A good
teacher who could remove the difficulties which the minds of his
scholars encountered was called a mountain-remover. That sounds
very simple, but it involves two things.
First, it involves that we should be willing to take our problems to God.
That in itself is a very real test. Sometimes our problems are that we
wish to obtain something we should not desire at all, that we wish to
find a way to do something we should not even think of doing, that we
wish to justify ourselves for doing something we should never have
thought about. One of the greatest tests of any problem is simply to
say, "Can I take it to God and can I ask for his help?"
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Second, it involves that we
should be ready to accept
God's guidance when he gives
it. It is the commonest thing in
the world for a person to ask
for advice when all he really
wants is approval for some
action that he is already
determined to take. But if we
do take our problems to God
and are humble enough and
brave enough to accept his
guidance, then comes the
power which can conquer the
difficulties of thought and
of action.
b) It must be the prayer of expectation. It is the universal fact that
anything tried in the spirit of confident expectation has more chance of
success. When we pray, it must never be a mere formality. It must never
be a ritual without hope.
There is a story of two men walking along a street talking about prayer
and particularly unanswered prayer. There was a ladder on the pavement
leaning against a shop front. In stepping to the outer side of it one of the
men lifted his hat to it. You may know the superstition.
He was a man of considerable
academic attainment. The first
man said, 'Is it possible you
believe in that nonsense?' The
second replied, 'N-no, I don't
exactly believe in it, but I never
throw away a chance'.
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It is surprising how many people still pray on the basis of that principle they don't believe in it, but they never throw away a chance. For many
people prayer is either a pious ritual or a forlorn hope. It should be a
thing of burning expectation. Maybe our trouble is that what we want
from God is our answer, and we do not recognize his answer when it
comes.
c) It must be the prayer of love. The prayer of a bitter man cannot
penetrate the wall of his own bitterness. Why? If we are to speak with
God there must be some bond between us. The principle of God is
love, for he is love. If the ruling principle of a man's heart is bitterness,
he has erected a barrier between himself and God. If ever the prayer
of such a man is to be answered he must first ask God to cleanse his
heart from the bitter spirit and put into it the spirit of love. Then he can
speak to God and God can speak to him.
These principles could be applied to the manner in which we act as a
church or an individual.
a) Seek God for his advice and then follow it.
b) Expect God to help you do it
c) Whatever you do must be done on the basis of love.
Let us move some mountains!!!!!
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Week 4: A Foretaste of the Spirit
It is the same with you. You heard the true message, the Good News
about the way God saves you. When you heard that Good News, you
believed in Christ. And in Christ, God put his special mark on you by
giving you the Holy Spirit that he promised. (Ephesians 1:13)
Paul sees two stages in the development of Christians
(i) They received the word; to them the Christian preachers brought the
Christian message. That word was two things.
First, it was the word of truth; it brought them the truth about God and
about the world in which they lived and about themselves.
Second, it was good news; it was the message of the love and of the
grace of God.
Those who believed the message believed in Christ, were born from
above or born again. They received Jesus Christ into their lives as Lord
and Saviour and now reside in Christ.
(ii) They were sealed with the
Holy Spirit. In the ancient
world--it is a custom still
followed--when a sack, or a
crate, or a package was
despatched, it was sealed
with a seal, in order to
indicate from where it had
come and to whom it
belonged. The possession of
the Holy Spirit is the seal
which shows that a man
belongs to God. The Holy
Spirit both shows us God's
will and enables us to do it.

Here Paul says a great thing about the Holy Spirit. He calls the Holy
Spirit, as the King James Version has it, the earnest of our redemption.
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The Greek word for earnest is 'arrabon'.
The 'arrabon' was a regular feature of the Greek business world. It was
a part of the purchase price of anything, paid in advance as a
guarantee that the rest would in due time be paid. There are many
Greek commercial documents still extant in which the word occurs.
A woman sells a cow and receives so many drachmae as 'arrabon'.
Some dancing girls are engaged for a public entertainment and are
paid so much in advance. What Paul is saying is that the experience
of the Holy Spirit which we have in this world is a foretaste of the
blessedness of heaven; and it is the guarantee that some day we will
enter into full possession of the blessedness of God.
The highest experiences of Christian peace and joy which this world
can afford are only faint foretastes of the joy into which we will one day
enter. It is as if God had given us enough to whet our appetites for
more and enough to make us certain that some day he will give us all.
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We have available to us as his children that foretaste of heaven by the
mark of the Holy Spirit.
First it is a mark of ownership. The Holy Spirit is a constant reminder
that we belong to God and must be dependent on God in every way.
Secondly it is the mark of the promise. He is the mark of our
inheritance. When we speak in tongues it confirms our expectation
of heaven.
And finally it is the possibility of the impossible. It is the possibility of all
that we read in the bible being our reality today. Incredible? Yes. This
is what happens when heaven touches earth.
There is a song that asks the question "Can you hear it, the sound of
Heaven touching Earth?"
"Our Father, all of Heaven roars Your name
Sing louder, let this place erupt with praise
Can you hear it, the sound of Heaven touching Earth
The sound of Heaven touching Earth
Spirit break out
Break our walls down
Spirit break out
Heaven come down"
Well can you hear it?
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SUNDAY

3rd April

SERVICES

9.30am: Prayer meeting
10.30am: “Living in the promise”

10th April 9.30am: Prayer meeting
10.30am: “The promise of hope”
17th April 9.30am: Prayer meeting
10.30am: Family Service
“The expectation of faith”
24th April 9.30am: Prayer Meeting
10.30am: “A foretaste of the Spirit”
Sunday School will be held during the service

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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