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Restoring The Church
Introduction
Restoration is a popular topic in today’s culture, whether talking about
old buildings, great works of art, neglected gardens, or vintage ‘car boot
finds.’ Whole television programmes open our eyes to the enormous
possibilities that exist when something old is transformed into something
new and desirable today. The word ‘restore’ means to bring back to a
former or original condition.
Restoration is something that has always been at the centre of God’s
heart, out of the ashes springs new life, from the ruins comes glorious
transformation. When God restores however, it is not merely brought
back to how it was, it is always increased, multiplied or improved, so that
the latter state is significantly better than the original state. We see that it
is a Biblical principal at work in the lives of many of God’s people.
Joseph, who moved from a place of being forsaken, falsely accused, and
then forgotten, to a place of favour and high esteem Genesis 37-46; and
Job, who saw his losses not only restored, but doubled. Job 42:12-17.
In all this God always wants his people to wholeheartedly follow him. In
the time of the prophet Amos, although many were living in prosperity,
idolatry was rife, the poor were oppressed, and there was widespread
immorality. God used Amos to bring a message of impending judgment
on Israel as a result of their disobedience. And yet at the end of Amos
we see God promises them future restoration.
“I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall
rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them; they shall plant
vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall make gardens and
eat their fruit.” Amos 9:14 ESV
So what about the Church, does it too need to experience restoration?
God is not simply restoring the church to the glory displayed in New
Testament times, he is seeking to restore it to a state more powerful,
majestic and glorious than anything the world has yet seen. The ultimate
restoration is the return of the church, the bride of Christ, to the majesty
and glory God intended for her. To accomplish this restoration, God has
already begun to release His power and purity without measure through
the church.
This month’s study was written by Angela
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Week One: Putting the rest into restoration
Our relationship with God is the most important thing we have. We are
never going to see God move in power through our own struggles and
striving. We need to learn to maintain a place of rest in in him, where we
trust him to do what he has promised he will do. This does not mean
inactivity, doing nothing, but putting our relationship with him first, and
keeping our eyes on him, moving as he directs, not just as separate
individuals, but also together, as the body of Christ.

1. Trusting God
Proverbs 3:5&6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He
shall direct your paths.
God is completely dependable; we can trust him completely, with all
our heart. The word ‘lean’ has the sense of putting your whole
weight on something, so it’s always best that what we lean on is
reliable and is trustworthy. The word ‘ways’ suggests specific roads
or opportunities. God knows and understands the church, and the
community in which he has placed us. It would be foolish to think
that we can come up with our plans and programmes, because his
ways are always best. The word ‘acknowledge’ is to know
intimately, it refers to a life giving intimacy as in a marriage. As we
draw close to God in prayer and worship, so our plans will be fruitful
and bring God’s life to our church and our community.
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2.

Walking in him
Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do.
We don’t create the works, we don’t do the works - we simply
"walk" in what God has already done. This is such a freeing
concept - and yet how many times do we end up striving for God’s
approval instead of resting in what He has done. When we have
discovered the “good works” he has prepared we should move
forward with confidence that he will provide all we need.

3. Bearing Fruit
John 15:5 (NIV)
“I am the vine; you are the
branches. If you remain in
me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from
me you can do nothing.”

Jesus told his disciples that they needed to remain in him. The word
implies living in a continuous relationship with him. It is in that
relationship that we can hear his voice, telling us the way forward. In
that relationship we shall receive the power of the Holy Spirit to do the
things he is calling us to do. In that relationship we shall be equipped
with all the things we need to accomplish the task and in that
relationship we shall be fruitful and experience the restoration that
he is bringing.
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4. By His Spirit
Zechariah 4:6
So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’
says the Lord Almighty.
Zerubbabel was responsible for rebuilding the temple, but he was
forbidden to trust in the resources of man to accomplish the task.
So today we must remember the church is the living temple and
must be built and sustained, not by wealth, by good ideas, by
virtue, nor by the strength of man, but in the power of the
Holy Spirit.
So let’s keep our eyes fixed on him, and rest and move in his
restoration power.
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Week Two: Experience God’s grace
Acts 3:19-21 (NASB)
Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away,
in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you,
whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all
things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets
from ancient time.
It is important that we recognize the place of repentance in restoration.
There is a direct link between the two; until we come to the cross we
cannot receive his grace and his restoration.

1. Repentance
The apostle’s message of
salvation always included
the call to repentance,
acknowledging our
personal sin and turning
from it. We must change
the direction we are
heading in from
selfishness and rebellion
against God’s laws, and
from unbelief in what he
has promised us; and at
the same time turn to
Jesus, depending on his
grace for forgiveness,
mercy and guidance.

2. Refreshment
When we repent God promises not only to forgive us and wipe out our
sins, but also to bring spiritual refreshment. Repentance may at first
seem painful, because it’s hard to give up certain sins, or long held
unbelief, but God’s way is always best. If our repentance is genuine,
and whole hearted, then our relationship with him is restored, and we
can drink again from the water of life.
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John 7:38-39
"He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'From his
innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'" By this He spoke
of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for
the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Those who are
satisfied by Jesus will
themselves become
channels of spiritual
refreshment to others
‘rivers of living
water’ the overflowing
fullness of the Spirit
filled life. The church
needs the power of
the Holy Spirit to bring
refreshment in the dry
and thirsty world.

3. Restoration
God’s plan of restoration was prophesied from the beginning of
time. It has a present spiritual fulfillment in the church, and a
future fulfillment at the Second Coming of Christ. At the present
time God is restoring his power and purity to the Church, as we
come in true repentance for those areas where we are not living
in the truth of his word. As the bride of Christ we must be
without stain or wrinkle!
Ephesians 5: 25-27
just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water
through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but
holy and blameless.
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4. Grace
2 Corinthians 12:9
But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me.
His grace is his unmerited favour, a manifestation of his power
exceeding what we could ever hope to achieve in our own
strength. God reaches out to us in our sinfulness when we come
in repentance, and through the shed blood of Jesus on the cross
brings forgiveness, cleansing and restoration.
His grace is also mighty and makes possible holy living when
our life, circumstance or character is under fire from the enemy.
His grace enables us and empowers us to continue to walk in his
ways, in spite of the hardships we are going through. Even when
we can not understand what is happening, or see God’s hand in
our circumstances, his grace enables us, not just to carry on in
faith, but to do so gladly and joyfully, knowing he holds us even
through the darkest hour, and our future is certain.
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The Queen’s 90th Birthday
Garden Party
Saturday 11th June
10.00am to 3.00pm
Live TV Broadcasts
Best Royal Hat competition,
Quizzes, Games and Displays
Light Lunch with Sandwiches, Strawberries & Cream
This Exciting Event is free of charge,
please invite your friends

Celebration & Thanksgiving Service
Sunday 12th June 10.30 - 12noon
Clelebrate and give thanks for the
Queen’s 90th birthday with us!
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Sunday 17th July - Coach leaves Queens Hall
Car Park at 9.30am returns 4.30pm aprox.
BARBECUE included ((please book)
ALL FREE - BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY

9

MAY MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing

Midweek Groups
We have various midweek
groups, meeting at different
times and places.
Ask a pastor, to discover a
group that is right for you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

Prayer Meetings

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesday 3rd & 17th May
11.00am - 12 non

Everyone welcome

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 9th May
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

15th May: Family Service & Barbecue
Look out for our “King of Kings” study
11th June: Garden Party watching the
Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations
12th June: Celebration & Thanksgiving Service
for the Queen’s 90th birthday
Look out for our “Devoting ourselves” study
17th July: Away Day at High Lodge Thetford Forest
‘Ask, Seek, Knock’ Family Services.
28th ONE EVENT - The Church will be closed.
11th September: Watton Carnival
11th - 13th November: Arise Weekend Conference
“Emotional Wholeness”
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Week Three: Out of the ruins
We sing a song in the church ‘Glorious Ruins,’ the chorus says:
Let the ruins come to life
In the beauty of Your Name
Rising up from the ashes
God forever You reign
Rising up out of the ashes God brings fruitfulness, he wants to reign in
our trials, mistakes, failures, and pains and out of those ruins, both in our
lives and in the church bring his glorious life.

In the book of Ezra, Nebuchadnezzar had taken God’s people into
captivity, they were in another land, destroyed, and their temple in
Jerusalem was in ruins. The ruins speak of better days past, but God
extends mercy to revive His people and rebuild his holy temple.
Ezra 9:8&9
‘But now, for a brief moment, the Lord our God has been gracious
in leaving us a remnant and giving us a firm place in his sanctuary,
and so our God gives light to our eyes and a little relief in our
bondage. Though we are slaves, our God has not forsaken us in
our bondage. He has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of
Persia: he has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God
and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection in
Judah and Jerusalem.
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Many times, we face areas of our lives that lie in ruins. It may be loss of
health, relationships or our dreams that lie in ruins. But there is good
news and a powerful hope: the ruins can come to life in the beauty of
Jesus’ name! The most powerful example of this in the Bible is the
death and resurrection of God’s own Son. He emptied Himself of the
glory of God, came humbly to earth, allowed his body to be beaten and
killed, and lay in the grave in ruins until He was powerfully resurrected
from the dead.
The ruins does not mean it is the end, God can bring his restoration and
life to whatever ruins we go through in our life and our church as well.
We can experience this restoration in three types of heavenly power:
1. The power of praise
In praise we can enter into
God’s presence, it has the
power to bring the ruins to
life. As the builders laid the
foundation when rebuilding
the temple, the people
praised God, right at the
beginning of the work, in
faith they knew that God
would continue the work.
Ezra 3:10-11. So too for us,
there is a power in praise,
that lifts us and enables us
to see things from God’s
perspective and bring a
release of the Holy Spirit
into our midst
2. The power of prophecy
Haggai prophesies about the temple bestowing more glory.
Haggai 2:6-9. We see later in Ezra the building grows.
Ezra 6:14.
As we invite Jesus into our ruins, and listen to what he says to us,
through the gift of prophecy, so we shall start to see changes and the
work continue and grow.
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3. The power of the Word
As we allow our relationship with God to prosper and seek God
in his Word, and purpose to put the Bible into action in our lives,
by moving out in faith doing what he says, then we shall
experience the ruins come to life.
Ezra 7:10
For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance
of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and laws
in Israel.
We have this tremendous promise from Jeremiah 33:10&11
“This is what the Lord says: ‘You say about this place, “It is a
desolate waste, without people or animals.” Yet in the towns of
Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited
by neither people nor animals, there will be heard once more the
sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom,
and the voices of those who bring thank offerings to the house of
the Lord, saying, “Give thanks to the Lord Almighty, for the Lord
is good; his love endures forever.” For I will restore the fortunes
of the land as they were before,’ says the Lord.
The word for desolate means ruins. God promises that out of the ruins
will once again come joy and gladness, and life can return to better
times, as we put his principles into practice! In the beauty of his name
he can lift us from desolation to restoration.

The song Glorious Ruins
contains these words:
I'll walk through the fire
With my head lifted high
And my spirit revived in
Your story
And I'll look to the cross
As my failure is lost
In the light of Your glorious
grace
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Week Four: The glory of this present house
Haggai 2:9
“The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of
the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty.”
Amos 9:11
“In that day “I will restore David’s fallen shelter I will repair its
broken walls and restore its ruin and will rebuild it as it used to
be.” Also Acts 15:16
God wants to restore
everything the enemy
has stolen from us. As he
brings his restoration
power to the church (the
spiritual temple) we shall
be enabled to take back
what legally belongs
to us, because Jesus has
already won the battle.
Ephesians 4: 7-15
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned
it. This is why it says:
“When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave
gifts to his people.” (What does “he ascended” mean except that
he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? He who
descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the
heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) So Christ himself
gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by
the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming.
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in
every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is,
Christ.
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The leadership gifts are given by Christ, as Lord of the church to equip
(mend, prepare and enable to function) the whole body. So the church
is built up and grows in him. God’s purpose is for us to be perfect, fully
mature, and fully equipped and prepared to do the work he has called
us to do – win souls, heal the sick and bring freedom and deliverance.
His maturing process is fourfold:
1. To grow up in our new position of strength, fearlessly facing
the enemy and taking back the ground that is legally ours.
2. To grow up in a new unity of faith, so the world can see we
are one with him, and with one another’
3. To grow in our knowledge of the Son of God, as he renews
our minds through his Word, so we can fully grasp all he has
done for us.
4. To grow so we can discern sound doctrine, spending time
building up our relationship with him, and so press on to
maturity.
As we recognize that he is building us, the church, into his holy temple,
where he lives, we recognize that we need to allow him to bring us to
maturity, to fit us together stone by stone, so that we can rise to
become a holy temple, restored and indwelt by the Holy Spirit, who
reveals the glory of this present house – Jesus - to the world. A glory
far greater than anything the world has yet seen. That all men will be
drawn to him, and world will at last see the glory of God through this
restored church, that is moving in the gifts and
growing in the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 2:20-22
“Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building
is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the
Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a
dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”
Jesus is the cornerstone and we all need to take our place as he builds
us together.
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Week Five: A place of peace
Haggai 2:9
‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of
the former house,’ says the Lord Almighty. ‘And in this place I will
grant peace,’ declares the Lord Almighty.”
In this holy temple that God is building in the church, he promises that
he will grant, or give, peace. The word peace in both the Old and New
Testament means far more than stopping conflict, but is the
establishment of a lasting righteous good. It generally denotes a state
of rest, quietness and calmness, a tranquility where strife is absent,
so in fact denotes perfect wellbeing and the spiritual harmony brought
about by an individual’s restoration with God.
Peace with God
Man was separated from God by his sin, but on the cross, the shed
blood of Christ brought us reconciliation, thus making a relationship
with God available to all. Colossians 1:19-21.

Jesus Christ
Prince of Peace
Prince of Peace
One of the names given to Jesus in the prophesy in Isaiah 9:6 is
Prince of Peace. As we allow him to take his rightful place in our lives,
and in the Church, and bring his rule and reign, we are restored to a
relationship of peace with God. Jesus promised his disciples a deep
and lasting peace.
John 14:27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not
be afraid.
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This peace is confident assurance in any circumstance; with Christ’s
peace we have no need to fear the present or the future. It comes from
knowing God is in control. Our position in him is sure, our destiny is set
and we can have victory over sin, and every situation we find our
selves in. His peace will guard our hearts against anxiety.
Philippians 4:6&7.
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
We should allow his peace to rule in our hearts
Colossians 3:15
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
Psalm 23:1-3
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie
down in green pastures, He leads me beside the still (peaceful)
waters. He restores my soul;

Jesus as our shepherd
brings us to where we can
rest in him, because we
know he is our provider. He
leads his flock beside still
waters, to that place of
peace, where we are healed,
revived and our soul
experiences his
restoration power.
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One in Christ
The peace and unity into which Jesus has brought us, can also bring
peace between ourselves and other people. The Lord of Peace is able
to reconcile us with anyone we may have experienced difficulty or
hostility. Ephesians 2:14-17.
Jesus called his disciples to love one another as he loves us. That love
includes forgiveness where there are wrongs, and is a powerful witness
in the world to his restoration power.
John 13:34-35 (NIV)
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
Ephesians 4:2-6
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one
another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just
as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all.
The bond of peace that binds
us to the Father, also binds us
to one another, and brings his
love and unity in the Church.
This is an important part of
God’s restoration in the
Church, as together, he
prepares us to be the
glorious Bride of Christ,
in all her splendour.
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SUNDAY

SERVICES

1st May

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
“Putting the rest into restoration”

8th May

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
“Experience God’s grace”

15th May

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer meeting
Family Service & Barbecue
“Out of the ruins”

22nd May

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“The glory of this present house”

29th May

9.30am:
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
“A place of peace”

Sunday School will be held during the service

For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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