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Wonderful

To Us

Wonderful to us
As the Scriptures say, “How wonderful it is to see someone coming to
tell good news!” This is exactly what Jesus did, he brought Good News,
he is the Good News.
We all like to hear good news but what happens when it is too good to
believe, or the good news goes against our personal inclination or
cultural traditions. There are several things that can cause individuals
to reject the good news. Rejecting the good news of Jesus Christ
obviously has consequences.
The life of Jesus is wonderful to us who are being saved. In this study
we will look at the wonders of his words, his walk, his works and his
cross.
Jesus could say no one comes to the father except through me.

The life of Jesus
Christ is a gift to us,
a love gift to the
world from God.
He is an encourager,
an enabler and a
helper in living a full
and fulfilled life.
He is an example of
what is possible for
humanity.

Jesus
God’s gift
of love
for the world

It is astounding, astonishing, amazing and awe-inspiring that Jesus Christ
gave his life to pay my debts, to pay your debts, so that we could be
declared righteous (that is right with God). This is personal, it was for you!
Jesus is the Good News of salvation and rescue that many people in our
country still reject.
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WEEK 1: The wonders of his Word
John 7 Easy Read Version
32 The Pharisees heard what the people were saying about Jesus.
So the leading priests and the Pharisees sent some Temple police to
arrest him.
40 When

the people heard the things that Jesus said, some of them
said, “This man really is the Prophet" 41 Other people said, “He is the
Messiah.” And others said, “The Messiah will not come from Galilee.
42 The Scriptures say that the Messiah will come from the family of
David. And they say that he will come from Bethlehem, the town where
David lived.” 43 So the people did not agree with each other about
Jesus. 44 Some of the people wanted to arrest him. But no one tried to
do it.
The Jewish Leaders Refuse to Believe
45 The

Temple police went
back to the leading priests
and the Pharisees. The
priests and the Pharisees
asked, “Why didn’t you bring
Jesus?” 46 The Temple police
answered, “We have never
heard anyone say such
amazing things!”

47 The

Pharisees answered, “So he has fooled you too! 48 You don’t see
any of the leaders or any of us Pharisees believing in him, do you? 49 But
those people out there know nothing about the law. They are under
God’s curse!”
50 But Nicodemus was there in that group. He was the one who had gone
to see Jesus before. He said, 51 “Our law will not let us judge anyone
without first hearing them and finding out what they have done.” 52 The
Jewish leaders answered, “You must be from Galilee too! Study the
Scriptures. You will find nothing about a prophet coming from Galilee.”
3

The words that Jesus spoke amazed people. They were gracious and full
of authority. Jesus claimed that they were not his words but that the
Father told him what to say (the substance or content) and what he
should speak (the words).
They were therefore spirit
and life to those who
heard and believed.
The words that I speak to
you are spirit, and they
are life.
(John 6:63 NKJV)

The Jewish leaders refused to believe and there are those today who
refuse to believe. Is it possible that the same reasons that constrained
the Jewish leaders also hold back people today?
a) Fear or Change
The Pharisees heard what the people were saying about Jesus
(verse 32)
They were afraid of what this new and attractive message would mean.
For years they had stood against change to retain their heritage. Their
default position was to reject anything new or anything that would
change their way of life. So much so that when the God they
worshipped introduced his Son they did not recognise him, even
though he had foretold his coming.
b) A Little Knowledge
The people, like the Pharisees, had only limited knowledge of the facts
surrounding Jesus. 41 Other people said, “He is the Messiah.” And
others said, “The Messiah will not come from Galilee. 42 The Scriptures
say that the Messiah will come from the family of David. And they say
that he will come from Bethlehem, the town where David lived.”
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Their religious knowledge could not help them because they did not know
Jesus the man. In the first century followers of Jesus were called
Christians, which means 'little Christs'. One can imagine them going
round sharing the good news, healing the sick and serving the lost, just
as Christ would have done. Yet by the 7th century they were called,
according to the Quran, the people of the book. What changed so much
that people no longer saw Christ revealed in them?
Our belief is that Christ died for us when we were still lost. Our belief is in
him and who sent him, the sacrifice he made on the cross and his
resurrection from the dead.
c) Arrogance or Pride
The Pharisees said to the Temple police "“So he has fooled you too!
48 You don’t see any of the leaders or any of us Pharisees believing in
him, do you? 49 But those people out there know nothing about the law.
They are under God’s curse!”
A rabbi would pray everyday "Thank you God for not having made me a
Gentile, a slave or a woman." They looked down on others and this can
be seen in their answer to the Temple police.
Like the Jewish leaders each of us also has the responsibility to hear the
words of Jesus. However, in today's world there are so many voices, so
many clambering for your ear and wanting to overwhelm you. We,
perhaps, need aids to hearing the Master's voice. Here are three reasons
we should listen to his words.
1. They are forever (Matthew 5:24:35)
2. They bring us eternal life (John 5:24)
3. They bring us into liberty (John 8: 31-32)
Think of 3 aids to hearing and grasping the wonders of the
words of Jesus.
.........................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................
..........................................................................................................
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WEEK 2: The wonders of his Walk
He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He
walked.
(1 John 2:6 NKJV)
This passage speaks of the need to be a true disciple of Jesus. That is
to put oneself under the teaching, guidance and discipline of Jesus.
This demands our wholehearted yielding of ourselves and putting all
that we are and have at his disposal. If we hold on to anything of our
old way of living, hide anything away or hold anything back, the lessons
he would teach us will be spoiled.
If someone claims, “I know him well!” but doesn’t keep his commandments, he’s obviously a liar. His life doesn’t match his words. Anyone
who claims to be intimate with Jesus Christ ought to live the same kind
of life Jesus lived.
So what was the lifestyle of Jesus, what were the principles he acted
upon?
1. His aim in life
He tells us himself, "I always do those things that please the Father". It
is easy for circumstances to cause us to lose sight of our life's goal.
Jesus found both joy and sorrow in life. In his circumstances he was a
man of sorrow and acquainted with grief, yet he had joy set before his
eyes in all circumstances. He went about doing good, not thinking
about himself but caring for others.
2. His obedience in life
He lived and walked by faith, just as he would have us do. If we are to
walk by faith there are two verses we should grasp.
Hebrews 11:1 "Faith, therefore,
is the substance of things waited
for, the evidence of things not
seen" (Jub. version)
Romans 10:17 "So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God."
(NKJV)
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This means walking or living by faith is a firm persuasion, a conviction
based upon hearing; it is the active expression of our loving trust in our
heavenly Father and his word. It is believing God and his word rather
than what we see or feel.
3. His power in life
The power in the life of Jesus is the Holy Spirit and our power to live a
godly life will be by the Holy Spirit. For Jesus was conceived by the
Holy Spirit; he was anointed by the Holy Spirit; Jesus came into his
ministry through the Holy Spirit; and by the Holy Spirit offered himself
without spot to God and by that same Spirit was raised from the dead.
We believers have been given this same Holy Spirit that we too may
live by, walk in and be led by the Holy Spirit.
4. His guide in life
His guide in life and his authority was the scriptures. He quoted them
and appealed to them so that people might understand. Why should we
read the bible today?
1. Focus: The bible brings Jesus into focus.
2. Character: The bible reveals God's character.
3. Clarity: The bible brings clarity to our personal experiences.
4. Discernment: The bible provides wisdom through the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit.

When we speak of a persons walk we really mean their lifestyle. The
thing that marks Jesus is that he walked a holy walk. A holy life is a
Christ-like life.
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SEPTEMBER MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family
Fun food stories crafts singing

Midweek Groups
We have various midweek
groups, meeting at different
times and places.
Ask a pastor, to discover a
group that is right for you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon

Prayer Meetings

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings 9.30am
Tuesday 6th & 20th
11.00am - 12 noon

Everyone welcome

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 12th Sept.
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS
continues to meet during
the morning service on
4th & 25th September,
and for other fun events.

Sunday 11th September
Carnival Service 11.00am
In the High Street
The Church will be open for refreshments afterwards

“Emotional Wholeness”
ARISE WOMEN'S WEEKEND
11th - 13th November 2016
Letton Hall, Shipdham, Norfolk,
“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires
of your heart.” Psalm 37:3 & 4
For details ask Tina
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WEEK 3: The wonders of his Works
Jesus answered, “I told you already, but you did not believe. I do
miracles in my Father’s name. These miracles show who I am.
(John 10:25 ERV)
There are three particular miracles that show that Jesus is the Christ
or Messiah. The very one the Jews had been waiting for and had been
foretold in the Old Testament.
1. The first messianic miracle was the healing of a Jewish leper
(Luke 5: 12-15). Under the Torah, the only time defilement came
through a living person was by coming in contact with a leper. From the
time the Torah was completed there was no record of any Jew who had
been healed of leprosy. While Miriam was healed of leprosy, this was
before the completion of the Torah. Naaman was healed of leprosy, but
he was a Syrian Gentile, not a Jew. So, from the time the Torah was
completed there was never a case of a Jewish leper being healed.
As a result, the rabbis taught that only the Messiah would be able to
heal a Jewish leper. The healing of a Jewish leper was then classified
as the first of the three messianic miracles.
Then He put out His hand and
touched him, saying, “I am
willing; be cleansed.”
Immediately the leprosy left
him. (Luke 5:13)
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2. The second messianic miracle was the healing of a
demon-possessed man who was blind and mute
Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and
mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All
the people were astonished and said, ‘Could this be the Son of David?’
(Matthew 12:22-23 NIV)
Throwing out demons within the framework of Pharisaic Judaism
required one to use a specific ritual, which underwent three stages.
First, the exorcist would have to establish communication with the
demon; second the exorcist would then have to find out the demon’s
name. Thirdly, after finding out the demon’s name he could, by use of
that name, throw the demon out
Since he could not speak, there was no way of establishing
communication with this kind of a demon, no way of finding out this
demon’s name. So within the framework of Judaism, it was impossible
to throw out a mute demon. The rabbis had taught, however, that when
the Messiah came, He would be able to cast out this type of demon.

The man went away seeing and talking. But the Pharisees never asked
the question "could this be the Messiah?"
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3. The third messianic miracle was the healing of a man blind from birth.
John 9:1-38
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. (John 9:1)...
he (Jesus) spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put
it on the man’s eyes. 7 ‘Go,’ he told him, ‘wash in the Pool of Siloam’
(this word means ‘Sent’). So the man went and washed, and came
home seeing.
8 His neighbours and those who had formerly seen him begging asked,
‘Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?’ 9 Some claimed that
he was.
Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’
But he himself insisted, ‘I am the man.’ (John9: 6-9 NIV)
The rabbis taught that anyone empowered by God could heal someone
who simply had gone blind. But when the Messiah came, they said He
would be able to heal someone born blind.
As we read the interrogation of the man and his parents, we see that the
Pharisees never asked the question "could this be the Messiah?"

Finally, his miracles tell us
something of the power we
have to live life to the full,
not that we can say
everyone we pray for is
healed but we can say that
we have the privilege and
joy to pray for people and
be prayed for in the name
of Jesus Christ. Meditate
on these two scriptures.
I tell you, no one ever born is greater than John. But even the least
important person in God’s kingdom is greater than John.”
Luke 7:28 ERV
I can assure you that whoever believes in me will do the same things I
have done. And they will do even greater things than I have done,
because I am going to the Father. John 14:12 ERV
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WEEK 4: The wonders of his Cross
Let us look at what Jesus did at the cross and recognise how
marvellous his completed work is.
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they
have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
(John 3:16-18)
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our
sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which
stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to
the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
(Colossians 2:13- 15)
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things
in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
(Colossians 1:19-20)
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God
unless they are born again (John 3:3)
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell
you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless they are
born of water and the Spirit.
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. You
should not be surprised at my
saying, ‘You must be born
again.(John 3:5-7)
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When we read these passages the wonders of the cross are revealed
afresh.
What a wonder, the cross provides a point of purification in today's
world.
What a wonder, the cross provides a point of freedom in today's world.
What a wonder, the cross provides a point where we may be declared
righteous.
What a wonder, the cross provides a point where we may join the victor's side.
What must we do to become beneficiaries of the cross? We must
repent, ask Jesus into our life and receive him as Lord and Saviour.
Then we are born again, made alive with Christ, and have received the
gift of eternal life.
The chorus of a hymn "The Wonder of the Cross" says,
May I never lose the wonder
The wonder of the cross
May I see it like the first time
Standing as a sinner lost
Undone by mercy and left speechless
Watching wide eyed at the cost
May I never lose the wonder
The wonder of the cross

People are often confused by terms like "Born-Again"
An unsaved man once said, “That born again stuff makes no sense to
me.” Perhaps you feel the same.
Why do we need to be born again or born from above? What does it
mean? The purpose in this study is to explain this Biblical doctrine in
layman's terms. Most people have religion or a belief system of some
kind, some of these even include Jesus but they have never been
biblically born-again. Unless you are born again, you absolutely
cannot go to Heaven.
Simply put, to be “born again” means to have Jesus being born in you.
Man by birth is spiritually dead, but God made us alive in Jesus.
To be born-again is a miracle of God, by which Jesus Christ comes into
your life to live, literally in the form of the Spirit of God.
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To understand what it means to be born-again or born from above, it is
necessary to understand that there are TWO BIRTHS. The “first” birth
is the PHYSICAL BIRTH when you were born into this world from your
mother and father. When the Bible speaks of being “born of water,” it is
speaking about the physical birth (NOT baptism). The “second” birth is
a SPIRITUAL BIRTH, which means to be born of the “Spirit” (that is,
God's Holy Spirit). Why does a person need to be born spiritually?
What is a “spiritual” birth?
Peter (1 Peter 1:23) says, “For you have been born again, not of
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring
word of God.”
We are born again by the Word of God. Jesus is the Word of God. The
following statement sums it up really well...
If you're born once, then you die TWICE;
If you're born twice, then you die ONCE.

The wonder
of the cross

No one can be saved apart from the cross. Having faith in Jesus and
his work on the cross is God's only plan for salvation. Many people
have a vague belief about Jesus, but they have left out the cross. To be
born anew by the Spirit of God you must include the death, burial and
resurrection of Christ Jesus. I
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SUNDAY

4th Sept.

9.30am:
10.30am:

SERVICES
Prayer meeting
“The Wonders of His Word”

11th Sept. 11.00am: Carnival Service in the High Street

18th Sept.

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“The Wonders of His Works”
Family Service

25th Sept.

9.30am:
10.30am:

Prayer Meeting
“The Wonders of His Cross”

FLOS will be held in the services on 4th & 25th Sept.
For more information please contact - Tel: 01953 880920
Email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk

Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
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