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Introduction
We are told that a picture paints a thousand words. This saying is from
an old Chinese proverb, and conveys the idea that a picture tells a
story just as well as many words, if not better.
Well, the picture we are looking at over the next five weeks, is the
“picture” of the death of Jesus Christ. This is a picture which is still
current even two thousand years after it happened!
So we will be considering
five different viewpoints,
or pictures of the cross of
Jesus. We could call them
snapshots of the scene. It
has been said that when we
die, our whole life flashes
before us; I wonder what
thoughts flashed before
different people when
considering the death of
Jesus Christ?

In week 1 we will begin by considering some of the most well-known
paintings of the cross, painted by now-famous artists. Paintings which
have stood the test of time and have become familiar to many of us.
The artists were not personally familiar with the subject, yet (possibly
through the eye of faith), they captured on canvas something of the
meaning of the cross, and Christ’s depth of suffering.
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Then I would like us to look at the cross from a closer perspective;
through the eyes of three men who were his close followers, and had
got to know Jesus personally; the writers of the first three Gospels,
Matthew, Mark and Luke. You might call it a 3D view. We will reverse
the ancient proverb and try to paint a picture from a thousand bible
words.
In week 3 we will look at some of the hymns
which have been handed down to us. Poetry
often touches us emotionally, and the
hymn-writers were men and women of faith,
who claimed to have a personal relationship
with God through faith in Jesus Christ. They
had an emotional connection.

For week 4 we will go back to the New Testament and look at the Gospel
of John. John was the “disciple who Jesus loved”, although Jesus loved
all his followers equally of course. It seems that John was really close to
Jesus. Maybe in the same way David was “a man after God’s own
heart”?
And we will finish in week 5 with a more personal viewpoint: what do
I think of when considering the cross of Jesus? Is it simply a historical
event or does it affect me personally today?
I trust that when we arrive at the last study, we will each have a clearer
picture of the cross, and what it means to each of us personally.

Study written by Jon
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The “picture” we are considering is the cross of Jesus, a subject which
has attracted many of the world’s greatest artists, including Salvador
Dali, Michael Angelo, Raphael, El Greco, Velazquez and Botticelli.
For me several questions come to mind when looking at these paintings:
·

What is the artist trying to convey to us?

·

Is there “more than meets the eye” in these paintings?

Our first painting is by Diego Velazquez, titled: Christ Crucified.
Painted in 1632 it hangs in the Museo del Prado in Madrid.
The first thing I noticed about this
painting is that there is no
background. Artists call this
“narrative”. This affects the painting
in two ways. First, it makes us focus
only on the subject: Jesus dying.
There’s nothing else to see! We
look at the painting and it is all
about Jesus dying! No distractions.
No background.
Secondly, the artist is totally
dependent on his skill as an artist.
Because we are drawn to the subject, it has to work; it has to be right.
There’s nothing to draw our eye
away from any blemishes.
Thankfully this painting is a
master-piece. No blemishes; as the
subject of course.
Lastly, Velazques has painted the superscription which was placed
above Jesus head: “Jesus The Nazarene, The King of the Jews”. In the
Gospels we read that the chief priests wanted Pilate to change it to read
“that he said, I am the King of the Jews”. But Pilate wouldn’t. It’s as if
Pilate wanted Rome to have the last word. A Gentile ruler confirming the
Saviour’s identity.
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Velazquez was one of very few painters to include this detail. Whether
there is a significance in this I don’t know. But there is an importance in
knowing just who Jesus was and is. The religious people of His day
had no idea. If they had they would have expanded on Pilates words,
rather than trying to reduce them. One of the last people to see Jesus
alive, saw Him breathe His last and exclaimed: “Truly this was the Son
of God!” A Roman centurion, “standing right in front of Him”. The best
viewpoint of all.
Of course we are looking at a digitally reproduced ink on paper copy of
the original. I would love to go to the Museo del Prado and see the
original! It must be magnificent.
What we cannot see from this reproduction is that this painting was a
life size portrait. What an impact it must make when we see it for the
first time!

Our second painting is by
Salvador Dali, titled: Christ of
Saint John of the Cross.
Painted in 1951 it is now in the
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and
Museum in Glasgow.
The painting depicts Jesus on the
cross, in a darkened sky, floating
over a body of water. What is not
obvious at first is the fishing boat
and fishermen at the bottom of the
picture.
This is a very unusual depiction of
the crucifixion. The cross is
suspended between heaven and
earth, and viewed from above. The
viewpoint is impossible for any
human. Dali said that the extreme
angle was revealed in a dream to
him. I wonder if we are seeing the
Divine perspective, God’s
viewpoint?
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Also, are we seeing the connection between God and man, at the
cross?
What is missing from the picture is the nails, blood and the crown of
thorns. Dali was convinced, again in a dream that these features would
mar his depiction of Christ.
What is your opinion of these missing features?
Is it possible that God “spoke” to Dali in dreams?
Rembrandts picture is called The Raising of the Cross, painted in
1633. It is in the Alte Pinakothek Museum, Munich.
In John 12 v.32 Jesus speaks about being lifted up from the earth. This
painting is taken from that verse.
One very interesting detail
in the painting is of the
figure in blue at the foot of
the cross. The artist has
included himself in the
painting, to represent that
he was (spiritually)
present at the crucifixion.
Rembrandt has
spotlighted himself,
possibly to illustrate the
spiritual journey we are all
on. Rembrandt considered
himself a sinner and as
such in need of
forgiveness. He saw the
cross as his means of
forgiveness.

Is there a sense that we can find ourselves at the foot of the cross?
Did you notice the freshly dug grave in the foreground?
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One last painting, by Pablo Picasso, titled: Crucifixion, painted
1930 now in the Musee Picasso, Paris.
Picasso is known more
for his abstract paintings
than his other works.
And this painting
certainly brings a very
different perspective to
the subject. It is
interesting that Picasso’s
representation of Jesus
is in black and white.
The colour often
prominent in this type of painting is red, the blood of Christ. By using
only black and white, is the artist trying to convey the way in which the
cross leaves no room for middle ground. It’s black and white, no room
or place for procrastination. For the onlooker, the cross challenges us
to believe and accept, or to reject. It must be one or the other.
Another possibility is that Picasso was illustrating that Jesus blood had
been poured out. Remission of sins through Jesus’ shed blood is a
central teaching of Christianity. Maybe Picasso was highlighting this?
One last thing to point out, the figures (though hard to recognize) are in
different scales. Jesus, Mary His mother and Mary Magdalene are the
larger figures, whilst slightly smaller are the bodies of the two robbers
dropped from their crosses and the soldiers dividing Jesus’ garments.
Smallest of all are the person nailing Jesus’ hands to the cross, and the
rider with a spear.
Surrealism is difficult to understand, but perhaps Picasso was implying
significance to these people by painting them in different scales.
Women played an important part in Jesus’ life and death and
resurrection. This is reflected by the artist. The two robbers are less
important as are the soldiers; and last of all the person nailing Jesus to
the cross and the rider with a spear. Picasso considered man’s cruelty
less important than the love of the women. Maybe the cruelty repulsed
him?
Do you find the cross surreal, difficult to understand? Remember that it
is a mystery, how the perfect Son of God gave His life as a sacrifice for
fallen mankind.
What do you see in this picture?
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The first four books in the New Testament are the Gospels, written by
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These four writers give first-hand
accounts of the life of Jesus Christ, including his death, burial,
resurrection and ascension.
The books of Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the “Synoptic
Gospels”. They are noticeably similar, with John’s Gospel being quite
different. They agree in language, in material used and in the order
which events are recorded.
Syn-optic comes from Greek meaning Syn (together) and optic (seeing),
thus seeing together. This doesn’t mean that the writers colluded,
conspired or “cheated” however; 2 Timothy 3 v. 16+17 say that “all
scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness”. So in this way there is a
common source, the inspiration of God.

The wonder
of the cross

·

It's useful that we have different writers with a common theme
– the Gospel or Good News!

Let’s look at the writers first of all:
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Matthew, whose name means “gift of the Lord”, is generally accepted to
be the tax collector who left his work to follow Jesus. He is referred to
as Levi in the other Gospels.
Mark is believed to have been the John Mark of Acts 12 v. 12. He is
mentioned here in connection with his mother Mary, who had a house
in Jerusalem where believers met. Some scholars think this may have
been the upper room where Jesus met with his disciples and was the
scene of the last supper. He accompanied Barnabus and Paul on their
first missionary journey. Paul and Barnabus had a disagreement over
John Mark, and Paul wouldn’t take him on his second missionary
journey. It’s interesting that Barnabus and John Mark were cousins,
so maybe Barnabus was swayed by family ties?
Luke, who we all know was a doctor, was a gentile by birth, and was a
friend of Paul and travelled with him on his second missionary journey
onwards.
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These writers couldn’t have been more different! I’m sure they all
brought something of their background, life experience and world view
to their writings, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of course. It will
be interesting if this is observable.
So, what “picture of the cross” can we see in their writings? Let’s look
at some:
·

Each of the three synoptic writers details the release of
Barabbas. Barabbas was a common criminal, a zealot who had
led a rebellion against the Romans. It is possible he was
revered by the Jews. It seemed that the trial and crucifixion of
Jesus took place at the time of a feast day (Passover). So Pilate
saw this as an opportunity to get Jesus released. Earlier Pilate’s
wife had dreamt about Jesus and had told him to “have nothing
to do with that just man”. Pilate asked the question “Whom will
you that I release unto you? Barabbas or Jesus which is called
Christ?

However, the chief priests and elders had persuaded the people to
choose Barabbas, which they did.
The picture here for me is of Jesus Christ on one side, and Barabbas
on the other. Presenting them and us with a choice, a decision. So the
question Pilate asked then has repercussions even for us today. We
each have a choice, either to follow Christ or to follow our own way. To
accept Christ or reject Him. Christ may not be the popular choice.
Is He your choice?

t
Accep
Reject

Which will you
choose?
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·

The soldiers of the governor then took Jesus into the
Praetorium, and gathered the whole Roman cohort around him.
A cohort comprised 480 armed fighting men. And Jesus was
central. What an amazing picture. It says that Jesus could have
summoned twelve legions of angels to his defense.

Who was in control here? Jesus said “I lay down my life…”
·

Golgotha or Calvary? The next event is the crucifixion of Jesus.
Matthew and Mark call the place Golgotha, the place of a skull.
Luke calls it simply “the skull” but uses the Latin name Calvaria,
the source of our word Calvary. It may have been a skull
shaped hill, or the place of many skulls following many
crucifixions; we don’t know. There is no reference to a hill in any
of the Gospels.

What we do know is that
the crucifixion of Jesus
was a historical event,
witnessed by many
people and recorded in
detail by all four of the
Gospel writers who were
eye-witnesses.
Is a 3D snapshot or
picture of the event
enough to
persuade you?
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APRIL MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family

We have various midweek
groups, meeting at
different times and places.
Ask a Pastor, to discover
a group that is right for
you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon
Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings
9.30am
Tues. 4th & 18th April
11.00am - 12 noon

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 10th April
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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WHAT’S ON?
Sunday 2nd April 10.30am
EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA
Our Easter Family Service
Friday 14th April 11.00am
GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNION
Sunday 16th April 10.30am
EASTER CELEBRATION
Why not invite someone?

Happy Easter!
2017
WATTON

Arise On Tour

AVELEY
LETCHWORTH
GARDEN CITY

NEXT STOP……
Saturday 24th June
Aveley
10.00am - 4.00pm
Arise Women’s
Ministry

£15 including lunch
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We can learn much from the hymn-writers who, through the ages have
written so many touching words about the cross. J.S.Bach considered
the cross in his St. Matthew Passion and St. John Passion.
In his St. Matthew Passion (written 1727) Bach sets Matthew chapters
26 and 27 to music. We might say that because the words are taken
straight from the New Testament, this is hymn writing at its purest.
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was a popular and prolific hymn writer. He
wrote more than 750 hymns! One of his most well know hymns is:
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
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Isaac Watts writes as though from a personal viewpoint: “When I
survey”. He is gazing upon the cross, but what he sees isn’t only
physical; he speaks of “sorrow and love” flowing mingled down.
What do you think he meant by this?
These words can become a prayer, as we read them. And they
culminate in a challenge, verse 4. If this amazing divine love demands
my soul, my life, my all, are we prepared to give everything?
Isaac Watts is considered to have been an evangelist; do you see that
in this hymn?
Moving to a more modern era, there’s a famous Salvation Army hymn
by George Webster (1866-1942), called He Took My Place. The first
verse:
Sometimes I see through mists of bitter tears,
A distant hill on which a cross appears
And on that cross where I myself should be
I see the lowly man of Galilee.
George Webster makes the cross personal and relevant. He writes
about “mists of bitter tears”. He was emotionally connected and
affected by the cross. Are we?

Jonathan Edwards said that
“true religion, in great part,
consists in holy affections”
(emotions).
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Beneath The Cross Of Jesus was written in 1868 by Elizabeth
Clephane (1830-1869).
1. Beneath the cross of Jesus, I fain would take my stand
The shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land;
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noon-tide heat, and the burden of
the day.
5. I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of His face;
Content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
My sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross.
Elizabeth Clephane wrote this hymn one year before she died. It was
probably the last hymn she wrote. She seems to have finished her
short life contemplating Jesus’ death. She aligned herself with the
cross, making it personal. Spiritually she placed herself in the shadow
of the cross.

16

Finally, in 2003 David Hind wrote “The cross still stands”:
For every disappointment, for every broken heart
For everyone in darkness a light…
For every wounded person, for every tired mind
For every hopeless situation a hope…
For everyone who is desperate, for everyone
who is lost
For everyone who is fearful a shelter…
For every painful question, for everyone’s regrets
For every cry of “why God?” an answer…
The cross still stands, the cross still towers
His blood still cleanses, eternally the same.
The writer presents the cross as God’s answer! The remedy to our
condition, our need.
And there really is a sense in which the cross of Jesus Christ does still
stand. We use the word efficacy, which means “the means or method
of achieving something”. Well, the cross of Jesus is God’s way of
imparting salvation to needy people. Of restoring mankind into a
relationship with Himself, the Living God. Of achieving my eternal
salvation and yours, if you let it.
So there is an aspect of
the cross which is eternal.
The event of Jesus’s
crucifixion is historic, but
the effect, the power of
the cross to change lives
continues.

Has the cross affected your life?
It can!
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John 19 v. 16-30
It is clear that John was very close to Jesus. Possibly in the same way
in which some Christians find it easy to worship, it seems that John
found it easy to connect with Jesus.
Four times John refers to himself as “the disciple who Jesus loved”.
The most well-known occasion is in John 13 v. 23: “There was reclining
on Jesus bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved”. In this
picture, Jesus and his disciples are in the upper room, and Jesus has
just finished washing the disciples’ feet. This is one of the events
leading up to Jesus’ trial and crucifixion.
The disciples are all “reclining”, as was the custom. But only John
experienced reclining on Jesus’ bosom. And only John was called “the
disciple whom Jesus loved”.
Can you picture the scene? It has been captured for us by the artist,
but can you see it by faith?
Do you see yourself in the picture? Have you ever reclined or got close
to Jesus?
The love of Jesus
and the love of
God are very
prominent
themes in John’s
writings. He was
able to share the
love of God in
this way
because he had
experienced it.
John wrote his
Gospel, three
letters and also
the book of
Revelation.

The
L VE
of G D
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In 1 John 1 v. 1 he wrote: …”What we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life”. John was describing his closeness to Jesus.
He was writing about his experience. He begins his letters with this
grounding: his experience.
There is another lovely picture of the cross in John 19 v. 25. “But
standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus then saw
His mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, He said
to His mother, Woman behold your son! Then He said to the disciple,
Behold your mother! From that hour the disciple took her into his own
household.
What an amazing scene! At the very end of His life, His mother and the
women who had been close followers were still with Him. Women were
such an important part of
Jesus’ ministry. And even
in His time of suffering,
“Jesus then saw His
mother”… He reaches
out to her and (speaking
of John) says “Woman
behold your son”. Then to
John “Behold, your
mother”. What
amazing love!

And what better writer to show this than John?
And it says that “From that hour the disciple took her into his own
household”. John’s love was active. He put Jesus’ words into practice! He
loved Jesus and his followers, and showed it by his actions!
When we’ve been touched by Jesus’ love, we are equipped to love others.
John knew who he was, loved by Jesus. Are you a disciple whom Jesus
loves?
And are you a disciple who loves Jesus?
19

So far our study has been concerned with other people’s view of the
cross. I would like us to complete this month’s study on a very
personal note, by asking this question:
·

What is my view of Jesus’ cross?

To begin with, unlike the Gospel writers, we cannot have a first-hand
account of the cross. We weren’t there! So how can we “picture” the
cross?
To have a better understanding, I think it will be useful to consider
three points …
·

The PURPOSE of the cross

Jesus death did not happen by accident. There was a reason, a
purpose for it. Acts 2 v. 23 is a very interesting verse, it says (NIV):
“This man (Jesus) was handed over to you by God's deliberate
plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put
him to death by nailing him to the cross”.
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The New Living Translation says: “But God knew what would happen,
and his prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed.
With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed
him”.
So God not only allowed it to happen, but He knew what would happen!
Jesus death was no accident, it was part of a Divine plan. . .with a
purpose. And God’s purpose was to reconcile (restore) humankind to
Himself, through the death of His son, Jesus Christ.
·

The PERSON of the cross

So why does humankind need this reconciliation? The answer is very
simple: we need reconciliation because we have distanced ourselves
from God by our sinful behaviour. Quite simply none of us reach God’s
standard. We all fall short. None of us are good enough. Even our good
works are not enough.
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And the paradox of the cross is that the only person who did not distance Himself from God, the only one who never ever fell short, was the
one who voluntarily gave Himself to bring us back to God. Jesus lived a
faultless life, without sin. His life from beginning to end was an example
of how to live a life totally in harmony with God.
It’s all about having our relationship with the Living God restored. John
calls this being born again. In John 3 v. 7 Jesus said: “You shouldn’t
be surprised at my saying, you must be born again”.
Many of us try to turn over a new leaf, Jesus said it’s a new life we
need, not a new leaf. We need a life lived on God’s terms, not ours,
and this is only possible when we totally hand over our lives to God.
Jesus did this on the cross. He totally trusted in God’s power to raise
Him on the third day.
·

The POWER of the cross.

There is a mystery to the cross, something beyond the understanding
of our finite minds. Yet we can grasp that there is a power of the cross:
a power to change lives, a power to create anew what has been lost.
Jesus said in John 12 v. 24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. Jesus was speaking about His death. He was that
grain of wheat. He is the one who died and has borne much fruit. Every
believer, every Christian is part of that fruit.
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Have you experienced that new birth? Because Jesus died, we can
live. And because he rose again on the third day, we too will one day
rise, after death, to be with Him!
The writers, painters and poets of history tried to bring the cross to life.
Through faith In Jesus, the Holy Spirit will bring new life to us. Today
the cross can become more than a picture!
Today, you can receive Jesus into your life, you can become “born
again”. Will you pray this prayer?
“Dear Lord Jesus, I acknowledge that I have fallen short. I have
gone my own way. I thank you that your death upon the cross
gives me the opportunity to experience a new life, on your terms.
I invite you into my life today, asking you to forgive me, and to
accept me into your family. Amen”.
If you prayed this for the first time, tell someone! It will encourage
them and they will be able to give you some words of guidance in
your new life.
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April Services
2nd April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Easter Eggstravaganza

9th April

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
“3D Word Pictures”

14th April

11.00am

Good Friday Communion

16th April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Easter Celebration

23rd April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
“Pictures in John’s Gospel”

30th April

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
“My View of the Cross”

meet during the morning service
On 9th, 23rd and 30th April

For more information please email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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