“Sharing the Good News”

Watton Pentecostal Church

1

Scriptures that are reproduced are from NIV (unless otherwise stated).

Week 1 – 4 Nick Nundy
Week 5 - Jon Adams
Introduction
Last month June we looked at Worship God this month we are thinking
about Evangelism!
Evangelism is the
spreading of the
Christian gospel by
public preaching or
personal witness. It is
sharing the good news
about Jesus.

When David saw the Philistine giant Goliath was opposing the children
of Israel he said to his brother “Is there not a cause?” (KJV). David had
a purpose there was a need for Goliath to be defeated. We too have a
purpose today that we can unite behind. We all may not agree on
everything. You and I may have our differences about certain things.
But the good news is that the things that unite us are greater than the
things that divide us. The things that unite us are more important than
the things we may disagree on. We can be united about sharing the
good news about Jesus with those around us.
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Like most good things sharing the good news of Jesus is Gods idea.
God desires that people should find Him.
2 Peter ch 3 v 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
Many people who live around us are living in the condition we once
lived in. We were once far from God until we were drawn to Him.
We like sheep
Once I was on holiday up north in the UK enjoying beautiful green
mountains. I noticed that the sheep on the mountains were free to roam
where they wished. These sheep were not staying in a pack, but each
was wandering separately on their own path. A few had wandered a
considerable distance high up the mountain a long way away. As I
looked from far below these sheep were like separate white specks on
the green mountain top.
At that moment I was
reminded of Isaiah 53 v 6: We all, like sheep, have
gone astray,
each of us has turned to our
own way;
I realised that we like these
sheep had wandered off. We
had each chosen to go our
own way.
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God has taken action
But as we know God did not leave us to be away from Himself. He did
something about it. He took action: Romans 5 v 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Yes God did His most and He gave us His very best. He sent His son
Jesus down to the earth to become a man. A human being. Jesus gave
His all and gave His everything that we might have a way to come back
to God. He became of no reputation, He allowed Himself to be betrayed
by a friend, falsely accused and tried. He allowed Himself to be mocked
and whipped and suffered the cruel death of crucifixion, having nails
put through His hands and His feet… for us. He died for us.
Then after three days He rose again from the dead!
When Jesus rose again from the dead he was victorious over sin and
harm and victorious over death!
Go
We have received this message and we should now share this
message with others!
We have received Jesus and we should now share Jesus with others!
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Let us look at the following passage from John ch 21 when Jesus
appeared to the disciples a third time after He had risen from the dead:
John ch 21 v 1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the
Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also
known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to
fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4 Early

in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did

not realize that it was Jesus.
5 He

called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.
6 He

said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find

some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of
the large number of fish.
7 Then

the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
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Jesus appeared again
Looking at verse 1 in the above John 21 passage I am so glad Jesus
appeared again to His disciples! He had already appeared twice and
after the second time He could have said “That’s your lot!” but He did
not. He appeared again to them and we need Him to appear again (and
again) to us!

Jesus asked have you caught any fish?

Looking at verse 5 in the above passage Jesus asked them if they had
caught any fish!? On this occasion Jesus was asking about the fish
that swim in the water. Jesus had previously asked the disciples to
become fishers of men (Matthew 4 v 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus
said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.”). He asked his disciples
to catch men!
Today Jesus might ask us the same question have we caught any fish?
We could apply that “have we caught any men!? What a challenge that
would be to us! Jesus wants us to be fishers of men today.
The disciples answered “No we have not caught any fish!” Collectively
what would our answer be if Jesus asked us the question today?
6

They fished together
Looking at verse 2 and verse 6 in the above passage there were
seven disciples who went fishing and they used a boat and nets.
Although there may be times when we fish on our own using a fishing
rod, Jesus also wants us to fish together using nets. The seven
disciples who were fishing may not all have had the same roles. They
may have had different duties. Today we can work together in the
purpose of fishing, we may not all have the same role. We each have
different skills and talents.

It is the Lord
Looking at verse 6 Jesus asked the disciples to “Throw your net on the
right side of the boat”. He asked them to do something different, do
something new. We should be flexible and prepared to do things
differently if needed.
Looking at verse 7 in the above passage John (the disciple whom
Jesus loved) realised it was Jesus and said “It is the Lord!” Oh the
difference Jesus makes! Without Him no fish, with Him multitudes of
fish. Without Him no blessings, with Him abundance of blessings!
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JULY MEETINGS
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER & BABY GROUP
9.30am - 11.15am
Cost £1 per family

We have various midweek
groups, meeting at
different times and places.
Ask a Pastor, to discover
a group that is right for
you!

Friday morning
10.00am - 12noon
Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Sunday mornings
9.30am
Tues. 4th & 18th July
11.00am - 12 noon

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 10th July
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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SUNDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER
Watton Carnival Service
in the High Street

SATURDAY 14th OCTOBER
‘Arise on Tour’
Letchworth Garden City
Arise Women’s ministry
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Let us take time to consider the passage 2 Kings 7 v 3-10: -

3 Now

there were four men with leprosy at the entrance of the city gate.

They said to each other, “Why stay here until we die? 4 If we say, ‘We’ll
go into the city’—the famine is there, and we will die. And if we stay here,
we will die. So let’s go over to the camp of the Arameans and surrender.
If they spare us, we live; if they kill us, then we die.”
5 At

dusk they got up and went to the camp of the Arameans. When they

reached the edge of the camp, no one was there, 6 for the Lord had
caused the Arameans to hear the sound of chariots and horses and a
great army, so that they said to one another, “Look, the king of Israel has
hired the Hittite and Egyptian kings to attack us!” 7 So they got up and
fled in the dusk and abandoned their tents and their horses and donkeys.
They left the camp as it was and ran for their lives.
8 The

men who had leprosy reached the edge of the camp, entered one

of the tents and ate and drank. Then they took silver, gold and clothes,
and went off and hid them. They returned and entered another tent and
took some things from it and hid them also.
9 Then

they said to each other, “What we’re doing is not right. This is a

day of good news and we are keeping it to ourselves. If we wait until
daylight, punishment will overtake us. Let’s go at once and report this to
the royal palace.”
10 So

they went and called out to the city gatekeepers and told them……

We see in this passage: 10

The lepers did something
Above passage verse 3 and 4 – It seems that whatever the four lepers
decided to do they would die, they had several options but the most
likely outcome of each was that they would die. But the key is they
decided to do something rather than do nothing. They decided to pick
one option rather than no option. Verse 5 they went to the camp of the
Arameans. Their enemy had left the camp! Their doing something
resulted in them living! If they had done nothing they would almost
certainly have died!
The lepers became rich men with another decision to make
Above passage verse 8 – to start with the four lepers were happy to
eat and drink and build up lots of possessions for themselves. But then
verse 9 they remembered meanwhile other Israelite people were
starving in the city. They realised they had a message of good news
and it was their choice as to whether or not they shared it. They could
have been selfish! They could have said “I am alright Jack!” They could
have said “those people in the city treated us like outcasts!” and
therefore they could have just carried on eating and drinking and
storing up material possessions! But they did not. They took the
message to the city and all of the people of the city were saved!

Today we are
enjoying our
salvation, we are
enjoying walking with
Jesus. We can keep
it to ourselves or we
can chose to share
what we have.
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In John ch 4 v 35 Jesus tells us to open our eyes and look at the fields.
The fields are the areas around us that contain the crops and future
crops. The full passage John ch 4 v 34 – 38 is as follows: John ch 4 v 34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent
me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four
months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the
fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps
draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower
and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and
another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked
for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits
of their labour.”
Let’s have a look at the fields of Watton
The 2011 census showed Watton had a population of 7,202 people
living in 3,226 households. The Watton tourist information advise
Including the surrounding villages the Watton are population is currently
in the region of 13,000 people. Planning permission continues to be
given for new housing to be built and the population is growing.
The History of Watton can be found at
http://www.watton-norfolk.org.uk/ahistoryofwatton.html
Obviously there are many children living in Watton. These are mainly
catered for by three schools, the infant, the junior and the High School.
There are people working in retail, in offices, in agriculture and
factories.
Many people are foreign nationals from the rest of Europe and further
afield.
Lots of people move house to live in Watton to retire.
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The people living in Watton, like people across the country, are facing a
variety of challenges. To name just a few: -

Financial difficulties

-

Relationship breakdowns

CHALLENGES
Fear

-

Substance misuse

-

Loneliness

-

Fear and anxiety

Loneliness
Substance Misuse
Relationships
Finance

God can use us to help these people. We can bring God’s light and
healing and freedom and salvation.
After we have looked at the fields what do we need to do?
Firstly Let us recognise that the harvest is ripe now! We do not have
to wait for it to get ripe (John 4 v 35).
Secondly looking at Luke ch 10 v 2 let us recognise the harvest is
plentiful: Luke ch 10 v 1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and
sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he
was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs
among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not
greet anyone on the road.
Thirdly Luke ch 10 v 2 above Let us pray to the Lord to send out
workers into his harvest field.
Fourthly Luke ch 10 v 3 above tells us we should “Go”. We need to get
out among the people and look for opportunities to share the good
news.
Fifthly Luke ch 10 v 4 let us not worry about what resources we have
and let us be focused and not distracted (by greeting people!).
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We began by considering God’s “heart”. By that we mean his love
towards you and me. We were reminded of Romans 5 v.8: God
demonstrates His own love toward us; and John 3 v16 says “For God
so loved the world, He gave His only Son, that whosoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life”.

And of course with God, His love is not simply an attitude or an action;
it is so much more than that!
1 John 4 v.8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God
is love.
The very character, the heart, of God…is love.
So what about us? Is our love for others simply our behaviour, or
attitude? That is a good place to begin. However, the bible says that for
us to reflect God’s love, we need a new heart, a heart like God’s.
Nothing less will do!
In Ezekiel 36:26 we read: “I will give you a new heart and put a new
spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh.”
So how do we get this new heart? Jesus said to Nicodemus in John 3,
“You must be born again”. Turning over a new leaf isn’t enough, we
need a new life.
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And God Himself will, through His Holy Spirit, breathe that new life into
us. All we have to do is ask! And we come to God, in faith, in this
way, that is when life really begins!
There is an old chorus which says:
Do you know that you’ve been born again?
Do you know that you’ve been born again?
Does God’s Spirit dwell within, bearing witness of your sin,
Are you free from every stain?
The words do seem dated, but the sentiment is good, challenging each
of us!
Today, you can receive Jesus into your life, you can become “born
again”. Will you pray this prayer?

If you prayed this for the first time, tell someone! It will encourage them
and they will be able to give you some words of guidance in your new life.
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Sunday Services

2nd July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
“The Heart of God”

9th July

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
“Fishing for Men”

16th July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Family Service

23rd July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Guest Speaker: John Drake

30th July

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
“The Heart of Man”

meet during
the morning service

For more information please email: info@wattonchurch.org.uk
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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