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Scriptures are reproduced are from NIV (unless otherwise stated).

Study by Nick Nundy
Introduction
Faith has often been simply defined using its letters
F A I T H Forsaking All I Trust Him.
We cannot please God without Faith. Hebrews 11 v 6 And without faith
it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Faith is the only attribute that is both one of the nine gifts of the Spirit
(1 Corinthians 12 v 9) and one of the nine fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5 v 22). We will be looking at the gift of faith and faith as a
fruit as part of our studies.
Faith is also one of the six weapons of our armour of God; listed in
Ephesians ch 6 v 16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
Let us enjoy exploring Faith!
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2 Corinthians 5 v 7 (NKJV) For we walk by faith, not by sight.
Romans 1 v 17 …. The righteous will live by faith.
A Choice for 2018
As we stand at the beginning of 2018 and look forward we have a choice.
We can choose to either walk by faith or we can choose to walk by sight;
We can either put our security in what we can see, what we can touch or
we can put our trust in God. We can ask ourselves what really is the most
reliable…. what we can see and touch …. or God who is invisible?!
2 Corinthians 4 v 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what
is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
Let us move toward that place where we trust the things we can’t see.
An example of walking by Faith
As an example, let us consider
a picture of two people who
every month receive a salary
income come into their bank
accounts. The first person
decides “I am trusting in my
monthly salary for my security
because I can see it.” The
second person who is walking
by faith decides “Even though
I see that I receive a monthly
salary, and that is a good thing,
I am not trusting in that for my
security instead I am trusting in
God for provision.”
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The day may come when both of these people run into financial
difficulties, perhaps they lose their salary. For the first person who has
put their trust in their salary their whole world has just collapsed. All that
they put their trust in has gone. For the second person who was
trusting in God for their income what they put their trust in has not
changed! The monthly salary has gone, but God is still there. They
have been guided by God and they continue to be guided by God.
They trust that if God allows one form or provision to be removed He
can provide another form of provision.
Let us not trust in our own strength or our own intelligence to deliver us
but rather let us trust in God.
The Gift of Faith
By faith sometimes we place ourselves in a situation where we need
God or it just won’t happen. Where we need a miracle or without a
miracle we just won’t succeed. At these times we are exercising the gift
of Faith. We need wisdom to know when and how to do this.
Why would we want to do this? We are saying to ourselves … “In this
situation doing something that does not need God is simply not good
enough. We need God to turn up. We need God to move. We need
God to have His way.”

When we rely on God and
then when He does show
up He has to get all the
glory because we were in a
situation where it just was
not going to work without
Him. So, when God does
show up and work He must
have all the glory because
it was obviously Him and
nothing else.
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Faith is also about trusting in
in God when things go
wrong. Sometimes it may
feel our world is falling apart
around us and we may
wonder “why is God allowing
this to happen to me?”. Faith
is about trusting in God….
Trusting in His character….
Trusting in His word….
Trusting that even though
He has allowed bad things
to happen to us He is still in
control, He is still for us and
He will help us.
Let us stick to it
Once we have made our choice to walk by faith let us stick to it. Let us not
slip back to walking by sight.
It is easy for each of us to start to walk by faith, however when a trial or a
storm comes along we can be quick to drop walking by faith and get back
on to what we think is solid ground. Run back to trusting in ourselves or
something else to help us.
We see this in Matthew chapter 14. Peter copied Jesus and walked on the
water. It is fantastic that he had such faith. But in Matthew 14 v 30 Peter
when he saw the wind he was afraid and he began to sink in the water. He
then cried out to Jesus who lifted him up. Peter started out in faith, but
then his faith dipped. Peter may have had a small failure in that he sank in
the water, but failure is not final!
If we realise that we have temporarily stopped walking by faith let us just
get back to walking by faith again.
Let us not give up walking by faith, that way we will please God.
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Luke ch 17 v 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” Let us
make this our prayer too.
For 2018 let us seek to have more faith. Let us seek to grow in faith.
As well as asking Jesus to increase our faith there follows three actions
to help us increase our faith: Action 1 – First get rid of a lot of the negative thoughts in our minds.
There are times when the thoughts we have may not be correct. The
thoughts we have may actually be lies. Wrong thoughts can hold us back
from doing what we should be doing.
These wrong thoughts are contrary to what is written in God’s word, the
bible.
-

The thoughts may be thoughts of fear like “I won’t try because I
might fail” or “It is too hard”

-

The thoughts may be thoughts of unbelief like “That is not
possible” or “I won’t pray because if I do God might not answer”

-

The thoughts may be thoughts of lack of self-belief such as “I can
not do it” “I do not have the skills”

-

The thoughts may be thoughts of discouragement like “It is no
good, things will not improve, I give up”
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We can have many thoughts like those above. We should not let them
take us residence in our minds”. Sometimes it is like we have “tapes”
playing in our minds and if we are not careful we play the same
thoughts over and over again. We should not let this happen.
We need to identify these thoughts and we need to deal with them.
There follows two ways of getting rid of these unhealthy thoughts: a) Keep reading the bible. As we read the truth in the bible we will
start to identify which of our thoughts do not line up with what
God says. Read verses that combat fear, verses that combat
unbelief and verses that combat all types of wrong thinking. You
and I should “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding” (Proverbs ch 3 v 5).
b) Keep praying. Ask God to forgive us for our wrong thinking and
remove the wrong thoughts from our minds. Also, recognise
often it is our enemy that puts wrong thoughts in our mind.
Action 2 – Remember what God has done for us in the past!
One of the obstacles to having
faith is we forget too easily what
God has done for us in the past.
God may perform a miracle for us
and then a few days we may be
in despair that God might not
help us. The same God that has
helped us once will help us
again.
When we are in a trial we can
remember “you have been my
helper” (Psalm 27 v 9). The
same God that has helped us
once will help us again.
Continued on page 10
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January meetings
NOAH’S ARK TODDLER
& BABY GROUP
Thursday mornings during term time

9.30am - 11.15am : Cost £1

CAMERA CLUB
Thursday 11th
January
Friday morning

8.00pm

10.00am - 12noon

COMPETITION

Drop in to find
out more
about us!

Best Christmas
photo

Watton & District Diabetes UK Group
Monday morning 8th January
Watton Pentecostal Church
Working in partnership with
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Forthcoming Events

Starts 31st January for 8 weeks to 21st March 2018
Every WEDNESDAY 7pm - 8.45pm
At Watton Pentecostal Church
Please PRAY for this event who YOU could INVITE

What happens on an Alpha evening?
● We all eat a MEAL together
● We watch a video talk on the Christian Faith
● We DISCUSS the video in small groups

ARISE
WOMEN’S
MINISTRY

1. For many people to
attend the Alpha
Course
2. That we will all
grow in faith
3. For God to bless our
mid-week activities

Saturday 3rd March
10.00am - 4.00pm
REFRESHMENT DAY
1st - 3rd June
WEEKEND CONFERENCE
Belsey Bridge,
Ditchingham
PLEASE BOOK
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Matthew 16 v 8-9 Aware of their
discussion, Jesus asked, “You of
little faith, why are you talking
among yourselves about having no
bread? 9 Do you still not
understand? Don’t you remember
the five loaves for the five
thousand, and how many
basketfuls you gathered? We need
to remember what God has done in
the past that will help us have faith
in God for the future.

Action 3 – Read the bible
Read the bible was mentioned above as part of action one to help
tackle a problem with out thinking. But I again list read the bible for us
to do to increase our faith because it is also an end in itself.

Romans ch 10 v 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God (NKJV).
So, as we read the bible our faith will increase.
Sometimes we go through a trial and we are more conscious that we
need God to help us. It is especially at those times it is good to run to
Gods word and seek a bible passage for our situation. At those times it
is good to put our trust in Gods word for our need and our situation.
Let us remember the three actions that can help us increase our faith.
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We see in Galatians 5 v 22 that faith is a fruit of the Spirit: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith (KJV)
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The Theory of believing in each other
The fruit of the Spirit is often displayed in our lives through our actions
and behaviour towards each other. To have the fruit of faith
encourages us to have faith in each other, to believe each other.
To believe in each other is to trust each other. When we trust each
other we work more effectively as a team.
1Corinthians 13 v 4 – 7 is a passage about how we should love each
other. And in 1 Corinthians 13 v 7 it says “…. Love believes all
things….” (NKJV). So love has faith! As we love one another we shall
believe in one another.
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The Practice of believing in each other
Part of showing the fruit of the Spirit of love towards each other is to
believe all things. I think believe all things means: -

Believe the best about each other

-

Give other people the benefit of the doubt. For example, don’t
assume someone’s motives are bad when you don’t actually
have any evidence as to what someone’s motives are.

-

Believe who other people are in Christ. Jesus is their strength
and wisdom, just as He is ours.

-

Believe that God loves the other person as He loves us

-

Believe God is at work in other people

-

Believe God is using the other person.

-

Believe that God has given them the skills and equipped then to
do what they need to do. Because of this they are needed in the
body and that means that we need them too!

Our Response
As we exercise the “fruit of faith” let us not be critical of one another
and moaning at each other. But let us rather support each other and
encourage each other.
Let us not look for the bad in each other. Let us not concentrate on
others faults and weaknesses, but let us look for the good in each
other. Let us believe in the good we see in the other person.
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It is a wonderful thing to know that God believes in us! He also wants us
to believe in ourselves.
Gideon doubted himself
Gideon is an example of a person who to start with had very little belief
in himself. We read about him from Judges chapter 6: -

12 When

the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said,
“The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.”

14 The

LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and

save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”
15 “Pardon

me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My

clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”
Many times our description of ourselves may be different to Gods
description of us! In verse 12 above the angel of the LORD described
Gideon as a “mighty warrior”. However, no way did Gideon believe he
was a mighty warrior. He says in verse 15 “My clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”
Sometimes we may have negative
thoughts about ourselves. We can be
like Gideon saying, “I can’t do it”. It is
like we have a tape playing in our
head repeatedly giving loads of
reasons why we cannot do
something. Yes, there may be some
things that we do not have the skills
to do, but sometimes we do have
the skills, but we don’t think we
have them.
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We should choose to believe what God thinks and says about us.
Gideon took a lot of convincing, but in the end he allowed God to use
him as a man of war to defeat the enemy army.
Moses made lots of excuses
Moses made lots of excuses when God called him to deliver the children
of Israel from Egypt because he did not think he was able to do it: Exodus 3 V 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”
Exodus 4 v 1 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or
listen to me and say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you’?”
Exodus 4 v 10 Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I
have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have
spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”
Exodus 4 v 13 13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please
send someone else.”
Eventually Moses stopped making excuses and allowed God to use Him
to deliver the Children of Israel.
It is good for us to remember Philippians 4 v 13:
I can do all this through him who gives me strength. God is our
strength. If God asks us to do something He will give us the strength to
do it.
We may condemn ourselves rather than believe in ourselves
We may condemn ourselves, but God does not condemn us (Romans
ch 8 v 1). Actually it is the devil who condemns us (Revelation 12: v 10).
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1 John 3 v 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than
our hearts, and he knows everything.
Let us remember that God has made us and let us not criticise His
handiwork. Psalm 100 v 3 It is he who made us, and we are his.
So let us not condemn ourselves, but believe in ourselves.
We can have faith in God’s promises for us
We can take hold of the promises God says about us in His word. This
can give us encouragement to believe in ourselves. There follows a few: -

We can have faith that God accepts us in Jesus. 1 Corinthians ch
1 v 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has
become for us wisdom from God - that is, our
righteousness, holiness and redemption

-

We can have faith that God loves us (1 Peter 5 v 7)

-

We can have faith that God has called us 1 Thessalonians ch 5 v
24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

-

We can have faith that Jesus is with us always (Matthew 28 v 20)

-

We can have faith that God is for us Romans 8 v 31 What, then,
shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us who can
be against us?

So, in 2018 let us
have faith in God,
believe in each
other and believe
in ourselves.
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JANUARY SUNDAY SERVICES

Faith

7th Jan

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer meeting
We walk by faith,
we live by faith

14th Jan

9.30am
1030am

Prayer Meeting
Lord increase our faith!

21st Jan

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Faith as a fruit:
trusting each other
Family Service

28th Jan

9.30am
10.30am

Prayer Meeting
Guest speaker:
Alex Day

FLOS meet during
the morning service
Why not join us?

For more information contact Rev Nick Nundy:
Tel: 01953 880922 email: nick.nundy@watton.org
Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.
A member of Evangelical Alliance
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