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The book of Acts is sometimes
referred to as The Book of The Acts
of The Apostles, and as The Book of
The Acts of The Holy Spirit. Of
course, the key characters in the
book were the apostles, but also
“ordinary” men and women who
acted under the anointing of the
Holy Spirit. God used men and
women then, and he still does. The
main characters are Peter and Paul.

It is generally accepted that the
writer was Luke, the beloved
physician, who also wrote the
Gospel of Luke; and it does seem
that the book of Acts is a sequel to
Luke’s gospel. The book is
addressed to the same person,
Theophilus (meaning lover of God).
It is also believed that originally the
2 books were a single work.

In this study I would like to give an
overview of the book, and look at
some of the content, which I hope
will be relevant to us today. That is

The Book of Acts

Written by Jonathan Adams

important to me. Generally, Acts deals
with the church of Jesus Christ in its
infancy and early growth. Somebody
once said that if the global (universal)
church grew (in character) by one year
every one hundred years, we have
reached our 21st birthday! That seems
appropriate for Watton Pentecostal
Church as we celebrate 21 years as a
church. And perhaps as a twenty-one-
year-old, the church is ready to face
some of the more difficult moral
issues.

Regarding the content, it has been
said that if you take a text out of
context, it becomes a con. We need to
remember alongside this, that the
scriptures contain many wonderful
principles, which we can apply today.
The bible must be relevant! And it is!

So, this month would you join me on a
journey, as we consider this amazing
book.
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Week One: The Book of Acts

To help us in our study, it is easy to divide the book of
Acts into 2 parts:

Part 1: Home Mission; Peter and the beginning of the
church in Palestine, chapters 1-12.

Part 2: Foreign Mission; Paul and expansion of the
church from Antioch to Rome chapters 13-28.

The theme of the book was presented in the words of
Jesus “you will be my witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest parts of the earth.” This wonderfully
outlines the book of Acts, but also takes us beyond
the book.

Peter is an important figure in the book of Acts and
makes an excellent study. When I think of Peter, I look
back into the Gospels and I see a different character
from the one in Acts. The disciple Peter comes across
as strong-willed, and courageous, but at times quick
to speak, impetuous and weak. In the Gospels he is
known as much for his negative traits as for his
positive qualities.

My Notes
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When we come to the book of Acts, we see a different Peter. He had changed.
So, what or who had changed him? Firstly, living with Jesus for about three
years must have greatly influenced him. Jesus was his mentor, his teacher. And
then there was Pentecost! Peter ran out of the upper room, filled with the Holy
Spirit; and promptly preached a sermon which touched the hearts of 3000
people. What a difference the anointing makes! Peter knew Jesus, and Peter
had experienced the Holy Spirit.

And we need both a salvation
experience through Jesus Christ,
and the baptism and filling of the
Holy Spirit.

So, this week I would like to select
the very first miracle in Acts to look
at. Bible firsts are significant, and
this miracle can be viewed on
different levels. And there are
spiritual principles here!

Acts 3: The healing of the lame beggar at the Beautiful gate of the temple.

This was a man who had been lame from birth (from his mother’s womb); and
every day he would be set down at the gate, so that he could beg from the
people going up to prayer (3 times daily). He must have been hard to miss!

We know that he asked Peter and John for “alms”. In the bible almsgiving was
the act of filling a material need for someone less fortunate, usually by giving
money. God had incorporated the concept of alms in the mosaic law when he
commanded landowners to leave the corners of their fields to the poor
(Leviticus 19:9-10) and every seventh year to leave the entire field (Exodus 23:
10-11). So, this lame beggar had an expectation that these pious Jews would
know their obligations, under the law.



My Notes
The biblical principle in this miracle is that of
demonstration and proclamation. The man was
healed by the name of Jesus (verse 16) and through
faith in Him. God’s healing power was demonstrated to
“all the people, who saw him walking and praising
God”; and this was followed by Peter’s amazing
sermon.
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What a miracle. A man who had never walked suddenly
leaped upright and began to walk. And remember this
book was written by Dr Luke, someone who had
witnessed the miracles of Jesus. And now he was
looking at Peter, following in Jesus’ footsteps. How
wonderful. Maybe Luke remembered Jesus’ words
“greater miracles than these you will do”.

And what a sermon. Peter was bold, uncompromising,
and spoke the truth. This is Peter who was embarrassed
by a servant girl, who denied Jesus three times. Who
ran away in the garden of Gethsemane with the other
disciples. Proverbs 28: 1 says: The innocent lovers of
God, because of righteousness, will have the
boldness of a young, ferocious lion!

The Spirit which filled (and overflowed) Peter, is
available to us today. In fact, we are encouraged
(Ephesians 5: 18) to be filled continually with the Holy
Spirit. And all we have to do is ask.
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I want to begin week 2 by looking at the other main
character in the book of Acts, the Apostle Paul. Again,
this was a man who was mightily changed by an
encounter with Jesus! And it was a quite different
encounter. In fact, no two conversion experiences are
the same!

Paul was so different, so changed, that he had his name
changed from Saul to Paul. I wonder, what sort of person
was Saul of Tarsus?

Week Two: The Book of Acts

My Notes

Well, Saul was born in the city of Tarsus, and was a Jew
brought up “at the feet of” Gamaliel. Gamaliel was Saul’s
rabbi (teacher), and Saul stayed close to him. Saul was a
devout, zealous Jew. In Acts 7: 58-60 we have our first
glimpse of Saul, at the martyrdom of Stephen. It says
there “then they pounced on him (Stephen) and threw
him outside the city walls to stone him. His accusers, one
by one, placed their outer garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul of Tarsus.”

Saul was a witness to the death of Stephen, the first
Christian martyr. You might say he even facilitated it. He
certainly condoned what was happening. In fact, he may



have been a member of the Sanhedrin (the Jewish ruling council), who
signed Stephen’s death warrant.

So, what motivated Saul? We have the benefit of considering his life in
its entirety; hindsight is a wonderful thing. He was born to Jewish
parents who were also Roman citizens, which gave Saul dual
citizenship. This would greatly aid him in his ministry later.

But Saul was defined by his religious belief. He sums it up in Philippians
3: 5 “I was born a true Hebrew of the heritage of Israel as the son of a
Jewish man from the tribe of Benjamin. I was circumcised eight days
after my birth and was raised in the strict tradition of Orthodox
Judaism, living a separated and devout life as a Pharisee. And
concerning the righteousness of the Torah, no one surpassed me; I was
without a peer. Furthermore, as a fiery defender of the truth, I
persecuted the messianic believers with religious zeal. Yet all of the

accomplishments that I once took credit
for, I’ve now forsaken them, and I regard it
all as nothing compared to the delight of
experiencing Jesus Christ as my Lord! To
truly know him meant letting go of
everything from my past and throwing all
my boasting on the garbage heap. It’s all
like a pile of manure to me now, so that I
may be enriched in the reality of knowing
Jesus Christ and embrace him as Lord in all
of his greatness.”
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Yet Saul the Jew (like Peter) lived in a transition period. We’re looking at
the very birth and growth of the Christian church. The Old Testament God
of Israel would become the New Testament God who longs to embrace all
of humanity. This must have been so difficult for Saul to accept. In fact,
Saul never would.
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In Acts 9 we have the account of Saul’s dramatic
conversion. We could describe it as an epiphany.
He really did see the light! We read in Acts 9:  9
During those days, Saul, full of angry threats and
rage, wanted to murder the disciples of the Lord
Jesus. So, he went to ask the high priest and
requested a letter of authorization he could take
to the Jewish leaders in Damascus, requesting
their cooperation in finding and arresting any
who were followers of the Way. Saul wanted to
capture all the believers he found, both men and
women, and drag them as prisoners back to
Jerusalem. So, he obtained the authorization and
left for Damascus. But the man who left
Jerusalem was different to the man who entered
Damascus.

Saul of Tarsus was a man steeped in the
law and Old Testament teaching. Yet he
became Paul the apostle, the man
responsible for planting and establishing
many churches, and for writing most of
the New Testament. Saul had an
encounter with the resurrected Christ,
and the rest is history.
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Coded Words for 

Paul Preached in Athens

Each	number	stands	for	a	letter	of 	the	alphabet.	Write	the	correct	letter	in	the	blank	to	

find the coded words and phrase.

A 1

B 2

C 3

D 4

E 5

F 6

G 7

H 8

I 9

J 10

K 11

L 12

M 13

N 14

O 15

P 16

Q 17

R 18

S 19

T 20

U 21

V 22

W 23

X 24

Y 25

Z 26

Code key

PHRASE:
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Friendship Club

Messages

Noah’s Ark Baby & Toddler Group

Hi all, we know you are all looking
forward to the group reopening and so
are we, but we have taken the hard
decision to not reopen until at least
September. We know this will be a
disappointment to you but taking
everything into consideration we feel
this is right for our helpers and the
group. We really miss you all and can’t
wait to see you all love the Noah’s Ark
Team xx

Hi Everyone, we have made the
difficult decision that we will
not reopen until at least
September. We know that
everyone is looking forward to
getting back together but we
fell this is the right decision for
everyone. We will continue to
keep in touch by phone on a
Friday morning and do look
forward to speaking to you all.
With love Terrie, Gra, Jonathan
and Rachael xx
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PULS
E
YOUTH GROUP

TUESDAYS
7PM-8.30PM
IN THE
CHURCH

SPEAK TO ALI OR

PULSE
YOUTH GROUPWe hope that Pulse will resume in

September and we are looking forward
to seeing you all then,
Lots of love Ali & James

Prayer focus:

1. Please pray for Pastor Charles Rajan of Grace Full Gospel
Church in India. His sister Kiruba died of Covid. Pray for the
family and the church.

2. Please pray for the church as we continue to open up to a
larger congregation.

3. Please pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us as a
church, resulting in growth both numerical and spiritual.
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My Notes

Paul’s First Missionary Journey Acts 13: 1 – 14: 26:

Verse 2: While they were worshipping the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “set apart for me Barnabus
and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So,
after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their
hands on them and started off.

�� Mission is a work of the Holy Spirit. God calls
and we obey (or disobey). And anyone who has
been involved in any sort of missionary work
will tell you, it is exciting, and frequently
eventful.

So, Paul and Barnabus, with John Mark as their helper,
after being prayed for, were sent off. It was an eventful
time, and they visited places such as Cyprus,
Pamphylia, Antioch, Iconium and Lystra. I want to
select one incident from this time, the conversion of
Sergius Paulus the Proconsul, in Cyprus. This was the
very first place they visited (Acts 13: 4-12). I want to
look at these events using bullet points, leaving you the
opportunity to develop them further:

Week 3: Foreign Missions, Paul’s First
and Second Missionary Journeys



�� Sergius Paulus the pro-consul was an
intelligent man, and sent for Paul and
Barnabus because he wanted to hear
the word of God. However, he was
attended by Elymas the sorcerer, who
opposed the Christian faith. And he
opposed Barnabus and Paul.

�� Paul dealt with the opposition before
Sergius Paulus was converted. He
addressed Elymas as “a
child of the devil, and an enemy of

 everything that is right”. Paul prayed
 for him to be blind, which is very
 interesting when we remember
 Paul’s conversion.

�� When Sergius Paulus saw what had happened, he believed, for he was
amazed at the teaching
about the Lord.

Paul was a man with spiritual authority. And as we move forwards as a
church, it’s important to remember that we have that same authority in
Christ (Matthew 28: 18). Our God is the “God of the angel armies”.

Sergius Paulus was their first convert. A Roman, a gentile, and a man with
great influence. This was no accident! And of course, none of us are here by
accident; we have all been chosen for a purpose.

14
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Paul’s Second Missionary Journey Acts 15: 36-18: 22:

Again, many places are visited. Missionary work takes enormous effort.
What we “endure” on mission does not compare to what the early disciples
went through. This time they visited the churches of Syria and Cilicia, Lystra
and various cities in Asia Minor. They went to Troas then into Europe. They
also went to Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea, then on to Athens and
Corinth, then finally Syria and Ephesus.

Many of these places will sound familiar to us. But we must realize that for
Paul, Barnabus and now Silas (who replaced John Mark after a
disagreement), this was ground-breaking work. I want to look at one event
from many which happened during this journey: the conversion of the Philippian
jailer Acts 16: 12-34.

�� This time it isn’t only the person converted who was significant, but
also the place. Philippi was the leading city in that part of Macedonia.
It was located near the coast, and nearby there were gold mines.

�� After casting a demon out of a slave girl, the disciples are thrown into
prison. But first they were flogged and beaten.

�� At midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God.
They had a congregation of prisoners who were listening to them.
Then there was a violent earthquake, the prison doors flew open, and
everyone’s chains were loosed.



My Notes

Paul and Silas were treated unjustly. Being Roman
citizens should have made a difference, but they were
still thrown into jail, after being beaten. Yet this didn’t
stop them praying at midnight and singing hymns.

Of course, if they hadn’t been treated badly, they would
not have been imprisoned, and this wonderful story
wouldn’t be recorded for us. The Philippian jailer’s life
wouldn’t have changed so dramatically.

So, let us count it all joy when we fall into various trials,
who knows what God has planned for us!
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�� Next the jailer wakes up and thinking that his
prisoners had escaped, would have killed himself.
But Paul shouts out “do not harm yourself, we are
all here”.

�� Then the jailer speaks the well-known words “sirs,
what must I do to be saved”. And after they spoke
the word of the Lord to him, and both the jailer
and all his household are saved and baptized.



Week 4:Foreign Missions, Paul’s Third Missionary
Journey, and his journey to Rome as a prisoner

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey Acts 18: 23-21: 15:

Paul sets sail from Antioch and travels throughout Galatia and Phrygia,
strengthening all the disciples. He then travels to Ephesus and comes to
Greece via. Macedonia. After spending 3 months in Greece, he returns to
Macedonia and then goes to Troas where he preaches. From here he goes to
Miletus where he gives his farewell address. From Miletus he starts for
Jerusalem, expecting to suffer and possibly die there.

This week I want to look at a miracle found in Acts 20: 7-12, the story of a
young man named Eutychus. In the story Paul is at Troas, speaking to the
people. Because he intends leaving the next day, he goes on and on, until
midnight. (Anyone who has been on short term mission will know that time
keeping is not always a priority!)

There was a young man named Eutychus sitting in a window. As Paul goes on
and on, he sinks into a deep sleep, falls out of the third-floor window, and is
pronounced dead.

Paul throws himself upon the young man, puts his arms around him, and
declares “Don’t be alarmed, he’s alive! This was not an every day (or night)
occurrence. But there are lessons for us:

17



�� Practical issues are important. Risk assessments have a purpose.

�� Paul was a man of tremendous faith. He acted quickly and by the
power of the Holy Spirit, the young man was brought back to life.
What a miracle!

�� It didn’t stop Paul talking! After breaking bread, he continued
speaking until the morning. The message was so important to Paul,
and this would be his last opportunity to speak to these Christians.
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Paul’s Journey to Rome as a prisoner Acts
27: 1-28: 16:

In Acts 27: 1 Paul and some other prisoners
were handed over to a centurion named
Julius, and they boarded a ship sailing to
Italy. Again, the journey is eventful, and they
are shipwrecked and end up in Malta. As
promised no one is lost.

Soon after they are on shore, the friendly islanders build a fire to welcome
them. Then as Paul is gathering wood, he is bitten by a snake. The islanders
thought he must be a murderer, and this was justice, but Paul simply shook
off the snake and he was unharmed. So, then the people proclaimed him to
be a God!

The chief official of the island was a man called Publius. He was very
hospitable and entertained them all. However, his father was sick. Paul
went in to pray for him and he was healed. When the islanders saw this
miracle, their sick came to Paul and he healed them.
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● God is a miracle working God. He was
with Paul on his last voyage, with Paul
throughout the

● shipwreck, with Paul in Malta.
● Even throughout a time of great

difficulty, God revealed something of His
glory through healings,

● and through Divine intervention.
● What are our expectations of God? Paul

naturally moved in the supernatural. Do
we?

After 3 months on Malta, they take a ship to Rome,
where Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a
soldier to guard him. He spends time with the local
Jews, some of whom were convinced by his arguments.
The book of Acts finishes with Paul staying in his own
rented rooms, welcoming all who came to see him. And
boldly and without hindrance he preached the word of
God. As we get older, we realize the importance of
finishing well. Paul finished well!

My Notes
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Watton Pentecostal Church is part of
River Ministries (Norfolk)
Registered Charity number 1160192.

Here is the plan for reopening the church. Please be aware
that dates may change as Government guidance changes.
The service may be different today but Jesus is the same
yesterday, today and forever. Booking for services will be on
the Friday before the Sunday. Phone to book your seats from
10am 01953 880920.


